This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://google.com/books?id=MrgNAAAAYAAJ

M

HN NMRZ I



RECEIVED

UNDER THE WILL OF
| JOSEPH J. COOKE

OoF

] ized by L3 O »\z\









- g ATy <
ESSAYS TO DO GOOD ;

ADDRESSED

To all Thrigtiang,

" PUBLIC OR PRIVATE CAPACITIES.

BY THE LATE

COTTON MATHER, D.D. F.RS.

TO DO GOOD, AND TO COMMUNICATE, FORGET NoT. Heb. xiii. 16,

—————er
A NEW EDITION, IMPROVED,

BY

GEORGE BURDER.

———

)
~ LONDON:
" YRINTED FOR WILLIAMS AND SON, STATIONERS’ COURT;
AND BURTON AND BBIGGS, LEADENHALL STREBET.

1816.




I 2

T
1]
;
?

b2

I .1' ?

e

w3
i

- !I

;

~

toRa

-~ T o
HARVARD COLLEGE LIBR,‘\RY

52/ 7/[’5'.79/¢4 T

W. Flint, Prhtcr, Old Buley, London.

\(



¥i

The true nature of good WOTkS .....c..eevveeren. 28
On seeking opporiunities to do good ......... 34
On internal piety and self-examination ...... . 37
On doing good to our relations, chitdren, &c.
................. 10 OUT SETVANES .eevvereereserenss OB
citeerencnceinens 0 OUT TIELGRDOUTS evvvuirevannnn 62
Prwate meetmgs Jor religion .......coveveenns 69
Meetings of associated families ............ —_—
............ of yom;g /77 TR |- |
Proposals to the ministers of the Gospel ...... 76
Directions for pastoral visits .......ccceeuvenenne. 83
The dutées of schoolmasters ..........oeeuvninennans 92
Proposals to churches, for doing good ......... 91
.................. magistrates ,........ce.coveeeenne, 100
.................. physicians ..........oeeeeevennn.... 108
T veeveenes . rich men ...... reereiren cares .. 118
.................. ladies .......coviivinininneinnennn.. 127
............. weee lawyers cooieiiiiinieiiiiniiiiin. 144
Societies for the reformation of manners ...... 148
A catalogue of desirable things .................. 154

- CONTENTS.
eet——

) PrAGE

THE Editor's Preface, with a Sketch of the
Author's Life..ccieeieiiinieiiiiiceniiineniens v—xii
Preface .cocoeovveeiiiiineinenisieiniinieienniiiassonns 1
Much occasion for dotng good | .......cceev enine 17
The excellence of well-doing ........ceevvvnvennns 18

The reward of well-doing ......... veeeervrenenn. 20
The diligence of wicked men in doing evil ... 25

CORCIUSION ... vevvyecrerreorrreer rerersscsrenensnnnes 160






THE

i/

EDITOR'S PREFACE.
et

Tur following FEssays were first published by
Dr. Cotton Mather, at Boston in New England, in
the year 1710. The design of the author is thus
expressed in his title-page—*‘ BoNIFACIUS. An
¢« Essay upon the Good that is to be devised and
¢ designed, by those -who desire to answer the
¢ Great End of Life, and to Do Good while they
< live. A Book offered, First, in general, unto
“ all Christians, in a Personal Capacity, or in a
¢ Relative: Then more particularly, Unto Ma-
< gistrates— Ministers— Physicians— Lawyers—
« Schoolmasters--Gentlemen--Officers---Churches,
¢ and unto all Societies of a religious character
¢ and intention : with humble Proposals of unex-
¢« ceptionable methods to Do G'ood in the world.”

In the present Edition, this title is abridged, and
the Running Tille, used by the author in the origi-
nal work, is substituted—Essays .-T0 DO GooD.
which the reader may understand to signify—
« Attempts to do good,” which was probably the
author’s intention in the use of that phrase; or,
be may consider this little volume as composed of
“ A Set of Essays” on the noble subject of doing
good in this present evil world.

The various methods of doing good, here pro-
posed to the public, derive no small recommenda-
tion from the example of the excellent author,
. whose whole life was a practical comment on the
A3
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vi :
subject, and who might have said to the readers of
his own days — ¢ Be ye followers of me.” To
those who may not have had an opportunity to pe-
ruse his Life, the following slight sketch of it
may be acceptable.

Dr. Cotton Mather, who was born, February 12,
1663, at Boston,in New FKngland, was honourably
descended from families whose eminent piety, and
sufferings for righteousness’ sake, rendered them
“ the excellent of the earth.” Dr. Increase Ma-
ther, bis father, was pastor of the North Church,
in Boston, and President of Harvard College ; his
mother was the daughter of the renowned Mr.
John Cotton, a minister of exalted religion and
uncommon learning.

At twelve years of age, our author had attained
& considerable knowledge of Latmn, Greef&, and
Hebrew ; he was admitted into the college at six-
teen ; at eighteen, took his first degree ; and before
he was nineteen, proceeded Master of Arts.

From his earliest years, he discovered a love to re-
ligion ; he prayed inuch in private, and constantly
read fifteen chapters of the Bible in a day. At
fourteen, he kept days of private fasting and prayer ;
devoted a tenth of his little income to piouns uses;
and at sixteen became a member of the church,

At this early period of life, he adopted it as
a maxim, “ that a power and an opportunity to
do good, not only givesa right to the doing of it,
but makes the doing of ita duty.” On this maxim
he determined to act, and continued to do so
throughout his whole life,

In the execution of this noble design, he beganin
his father’s family, to do all the good in his power to
his brothers, his sisters, and the servants. He im~
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posed on himself a rule, never to enter any com-
pany, where it was proper for him to speak, with-
out endeavouring to be usefual in it ; and in doing
this, he found that promise fulfilled,  to him that
hath shall be given ;” for on the faithful improve-
ment of his talents, his opportunities of usefulness
were gradually increased, till he became a blessing
to whole churches, towns, and countries.

In the management of his very numerous affairs,
he was a man of uncommon dispatch and activity ;
but he was obliged to improve every moment of his
time ; and that he might not suffer by impertinent
and tedious visitors, he wrote over his study-door
in large letters, BE SHORT.

The writer of his Life, Mr. Samuel Mather, his
son, gives us the following specimen of his sur-
prising activity, in the review of a single year; in
the course of which, ¢ he preached seventy-two
public sermons, and about half that number in
private. Not a day passed without some contri-
vance to do gnod, which he registered; beside
many, probably, not noticed in his diary. Not a
day passed, without his being able to say at the
close of it, that some part of hisincome had been
distributed for pious purposes. He prepared and
published, in this year, about fourteen books ; and
kept sixty-two fasts, and twenty-two vigils.”.

When he was about nineteen, he was chosen Co-
Pastor with his father; from which time, till his
death, he continued a laborious, zealous, and use-
ful mumister of the glorious gospel. He continued
also a close and diligent student, acquiring a pro-
digious fund of the most valuable knowledge : and
that bis usefulness might extend beyond the limits
of his own country, he learned the French and
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Spanish languages, and in his forty-fifth year took
the pains to acquire a knowledge of the Indian
(Iroquois) tongue, in each of which he published
useful treatises.

The. greatest genius in the world would have
found it impossible to effect so much, without a
sacred regard to method ; in this Dr. Mather was
studiously exact. That all his pursuits might have -
their proper places, he used to propose to himself a
certain question in the morning of every day, in
the following order :

Sabbath morning. What shall I do, as a pastor
of a church, for the good of the flock under my
charge?

Monday. What shall I do in my family, and
for the good of it?

Tuesday. What shall I do for my relations -
abroad ?

Wednesday. What shall T do for the churches
of the Lord, and the more general interest of reli-
gion in the world ?

Thursday. What good may I do in the several
societies to which I belong ?

Friday. What special sub_]ects of affliction,
and objects of compassion, may I take under my
particular care, and what shall I do for them ?

Saturday. What more have I to do for the in-
terest of God, in my own heart and life 2

By this careful observation of method, by the
readiness of his invention, and his peculiar celerity
in the dispatch of business, he was enabled, not
only to perform all the duties of the pastoral office,
and to assist in the formation and support of nu-
merous societies, but also to compose an uncom-
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mon number of books. His biographer gives us
a catalogue of no less than— Three hundred and
eighly-two. Some of these were indeed small, but,
others were considerable in size, and some volu-
minous, particularly his famous work, ¢ Magnalia
Christi Americana,” or “ The Ecclesiastical His-
tory of New England;” beside which, and other
large treatises which he published, he made very
copious preparations for his “ American Bible:”
in this great labour he was engaged for fifty years;
but we apprehend that it was never published.

In addition to his other engagements, he kept
up aliterary correspondence with eminent men in
various countries, among whom were Mr. Waller,
Dr. Chamberlain, Dr. Woodward, Dr. Jurin, Pro-
fessor Frank, Lord Chancellor King, Dr. Whis-
ton, Dr. Desaguliers, Sir Richard Blakemore, Dr.
-Watts, and many others,

After a life of singular piety and activity, he
was taken ill at the close of December, 1727;
when he felt a strong persuasion that his sickness
would .be unto death, and told his physician so.
The grand desire of his heart was, that * his own
will might be entirely swallowed up in the wiil of
God.” At thattime he had some things in hand,
which he would gladly have lived to finish; but
said he, “ I desire to have no will of my own.”
When the physician intimated his apprehensions
of the fatal issue of his disorder, he immediately
said, lifting up his bands and eyes—¢ Thy will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven !’ and, a few
hours before his departure, said, ¢ Now I have
nothing more to do bere ; my will is entirely swal-
lowed up in the will of God.” He frequently ex-
pressed the good hope he enjoyed; that he was



X

going to eat the bread and drink the water of life
freely ; thatall tears would soon be wiped from his-
eyes; that it was impossible he should be lost ; and
that his views of the heavenly world were glo-
rious.” He had a hard cough, an asthma, and
fever; yet he felt but little pain; was favoured
with sweet composure of mind; and obtained an
easy dismission from the body :—blessings which
he had often prayed for with great fervency. He
died Feb. 13, 1728, having just completed his sixty-
fifth year.

Such a life, and such a death, will afford to the
serious reader, a powerful recommendation of the
following pages. The proposals for doing good,
which they present, are not the idle speculations
of an ingenious theorist, but the 'faithful transcript
ofa holy life. The author, by reducing them to
practice, has demonstrated their practicability to
others; and encourages every individnal reader,
. whatever be his share of capacity, or the sphere in
which he moves, to believe that he may do some
good in the world, if he be so disposed.

The late celebrated Dr. Franklin, who, when a
youth, had the privilege of being acquainted with
Dr. Mather, considered himself under the greatest
obligations to his instruction and example; and
though we ¢annot cenclude that Dr. Franklin con
curred with him in his evangelical views, yet he
was certainly a philanthropist, and & philosopher.
The testimony which he bore to the excellence
of thisslittle volume, will enhance its value in the
estimation of many of its readers. That renowned
statesman informs us, that all the good he ever
did to his country, or to mankind, he owed to a
small book, which he accidentally met with,
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entitled ¢ Essays to do Good.” This little book,
be studied with care and ettention, laid up the
sentiments in his memory, and resolved, from
that time, which was in his early youth, that he
would make doing good the great purpose and bu-
siness of his life%.

Those who are acquainted with the style of Dr.
Mather, will readily allow that some alterations
were necessary to render it agreeable to a modern
reader. The Editor was obliged to change many
quaint and obsolete words and phrases, for others’
more intelligible and pleasant ; the Latin sentences
were translated by a learned friend, and the whole
adapted to more general usefulness. .

. The Editor only adds, that it will afford peculiar
delight to the benevolent reader to find, as he
peruses the following pages, that many of those
public schemes of usefulness, which were projected
by the author acentury ago,have within these few
years, been recommended, adopted and carried
into effect in this free and happy country; and

* In a letter from Dr, Franklin to Dr. Mather, son of the Author,
dated Passy (in France,) Nov. 10, 1779, we have the following
paragraph.

Referring to a paper of Advice to the People of the United States,
just published by Dr. M. he says,
¢ Such writings, though they may be lightly passed over by many
readers, yet, if they make a deep impression on one active mind
in a hundred, the effects may be considerable.
¢ Permit me to mention one little instance, which, though it -
relates to myself, will not be quite uninteresting to you. When I
was a hoy, I met with a book, entitled ¢ Essays to do good,’
which I think was written by your father. It had been so little
regarded by its former possessor, that several leaves of it were torn
out; but the remainder gave me such a turn of thinking, as to have
an influence on my conduct though life; for I have always set a
greater value on the character of a doer of good, than any other kind
of reputation ; and if I have been, as you seem te think, a useful
% citizen, the public owes the advantage of it to that book.”

" Dr. Franklin’s Works, vol, iii. page 478.

«
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every year gladdens our heart with the establish-
ment of some new Institution—some new ¢ Essay
to do Good.” May the God of all goodness smile
on every attempt to promote his glory, by pro-
moting the happiness of his creatures! Much yet
remains to be done; and should the perusal of
‘this volume tend to raise the holy flame of benevo-
lent zeal in the hearts of sincere Christians, or
wisely direct its operations, it will afford a rich
recompence for the labour of

THE EDITOR,

LONDON,
April 27, 1607.



PREFACE.

1

A_MONG the many customs of the world, with
which it is almost necessary to comply, this is one---
. Thata book must not appear without g Preface :—
and this little book willingly submits to the cus-
tomary ceremony. It comes witha Preface: how-
ever it shall not be one like the gates of Mindus.
But there is agreater difficulty in complying with
another usage, that of * An Epistle Dedicatory.”
Dedications are become such foolish and fulsome
adulations, that they are almest useless: Fre-
quently they answer no other purpose than to fur-
nish the critics on * The Manners of the Age,”
with matter of ridicule. The excellent Mr. Boyle
employed but a just expression in saying, “ It is
almost as much out of fashion in such addresses to
omit giving praises (I may say, unjust ones,) as it
is to believe the praises given on such occasions.”
Sometimes the authors themselves live to seetheir
own mistakes, and acknowledge them. Austin
makes the flourishes which he had once used ina
“ Dedication,” an article of his “ Retractations:”
and Calvin revokes a dedication, because he finds
he had made it to an unworthy person. I may add,
that at other times, every one perceives what the
author aims at, and that, in fact, they write for
themselves, while they flatter other men. Another,
course must now be steered. L

Ifa book of Essays To po Goob were to be de-
dicated to a person of quality, it should seeka patron
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‘who is a true man of honour, and of uncommon
goodness. Thy patron, O Book of Benefits to the
World, should be a general and generousberefactor
to mankind—one :who nevér ‘accounts himself so
well advanced, asin stooping to do good—one
whose highest ambitio#4is to-abound in serviceable
condescensions :—a stranger to the gain of oppres-
sion—the common' refuge of the oppressed and
the distressed ;—one who will know nothing that is
base—a lover of all good men in all persuasions;
able to distinguish them, and loving them without
any distinction. - Let him  also be one who has
nobly stripped himself of emoluments and advan-
tages, when they would ‘have encumbered his op-
portunities to serve his couniry. Yea, presume
upon one who hes governed and adorned thegreat-
est city onthe face of the earth, and somuch * the
delight” of that city, as well as of the rest of man-
kind, that she shall never account her honbur or

welfare better consulted, than when he appears for
her as a representative in the most illustrious as-
sembly in the world.: -

In one word—a PUBLIC SPIRIT. Let hnmthere-
fore, and on more than all these accounts be,

SIR WILLJAM' ASHHURST.

For as of old the poet observed on mentlonmg
the name of Plutarch ” that the echo, an-
swered ¢ Philosophy :” Sonow, A PUBLIC SPIRIT
will immediately bethe echo in the sense of all
men, and with a repetition more frequent than that
at Pont-Chareton, if the name of Sir WiLLian
ASHHURST once be mentioned. He it is whom
the confession of all men brings into the catalogue
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with Abraham and Joseph, and those other ancient
blessings, who are thus excellently described by
Grotius: ¢“ Homines demerendis hominibus nati,
qui omunem beneficii collocandi occasionem pone-
bant in lucro*.” America afar off, also knows
him ; the American colonies have their eye on the
efforts of his goodness for them. Nations of chris-
tianised Indians likewise pray for him, as their Go-
VERNOR. To him, the design of such a book will
‘e acceptable, whatever may be the defective man-.
ner of treating its noble subject. To him it wishes
that all the blessings of those who devise good
may be for ever multiplied.

- T will presume to do something that will carrya
sweet harmony with one of the chief methods to
be observed in prosecuting the design of this book ;
which is, for ¢ brethren to dwell together in unity,”
snd carry on everygood design with united endea-
vours.

They will pardon me, if I take Ieave to join
with him in the testimonies of our great esteem,
for an honourable disposition to love good men,
and to do good in the world, bis excellent brather-
in-law, the well-kuown name ofa

JOSEPH THOMPSON.

has long been valued, and shall always he remem-
bered, in the country where this book is published.
God will be glorified for the piety which adorns
him, and the ¢ pure religion,” which, in the
midst of the world and of temptations from it, -
" keeps him so ¢ unspotted from the world.” It

* Men born to serve mankind, who reckon it their greatest gain
to have it in their power to do good

B2
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was the maxim of a Pagan Asdrubal in Livy,“ Raro
simul hominibus, bona fortuna, bonaque mens da-
tur*.” Christianity will, in this gentleman, give to
the world an happy experiment, that the maxim is
capable of a confutation. Because a book of ¢ Es-
says to do Good” will doubtless be acceptable to
one of so good a mind ; and the treasurer of a cor-
poration formed on the intention to do in America
that good which is of all the greatest, of which Sir
William Ashhurst is the governor, healso has apart
in the humble tender of it; and it must wish unto
him “ all the blessings of goodness.”

The book now requires that some account be
gilven of it. 1t was a passage in the speech of an
envoy from his Britannic majesty to the duke
of Brandenburgh, some years ago. A capacity
to do good, notonly gives a title to it, but also
makes the doing of it a duty.” Ink were too vile
& liquor to write that passage. Letters of gold
were too mean to be the preserversof it. Paper of
Amyanthnet would not be precious and perennous
enough to perpetuate it.

To be brief, Reader, the book now in thy hands,
isnothing but an illustration of that memorable
sentence. As gold is capable of a wonderful dila-
tation ; (experiment has told us it may be so di-
lated, that the hundred thousandth part ofa grain
may be visible without a microscope ;) this “ golden
sentence” may be as much extended: no man can

* Men distinguished by their prosperity, are seldom distinguished
for virtue,

4+ Amyanthus or Asbestos, a sort of native fossil stone, which may
be split into threads, and made into cloth or paper. It isnot injured
by the fire. Pliny says he has seen napkins made of it thrown into the
fire after a feast, and by that means better scoured than if they had
been washed in water. See Encyclop. Brit.
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say how much.” This book is but a beating upon
it, And at the same time it is 2 commentary on
that inspired maxim, “ As we have opportunity,
let us do good unto all men.” Gal. vi. 10. Every
proposal here made upon it hopes to be able to say,
“ When I am tried, I shall come forth as gold.”

{ am well aware that all the rules of discretion
and behaviour are included in that one word, mo-
desly. But it will be no breach of modestyto be
very positive in asserting, That the only wisdom of
man lies in conversing with the great God, and his
glorious Christ ; and in engaging as mauy others as
we can to join with us in this our blessedness;
thereby promoting his kingdom among the children
of men; and in studying to do good toall about
us ; to be blessings in our several relations ; to heal
the disorders, and help the distresses of a miserable
world, as far as ever we can extend our influence.
It will be no trespass upon the rules of modesty,
with all possible assurance to assert, That no man
begins to be wise till he come to make this the
main purpose and pleasure of his life: yea, that
every man will at some time or other be so wise as
to own, that every thing without this is but folly ;
though, alas! most men come to that conclusion
too late.

Millions of men, in every rank, besides those
whose Dying thoughts are collected in ¢ The Fair
Warningsto a careless World,” have at length de-
clarad their conviction of it.It will be no immodesty
in me to say, that the man who is not satisfied of
the wisdom of making it the work of his life to do
good, is always to be noticed with the pity due to
an ideot. No first principlesare more peremptorily
to be adhered unto. Or, do but grant ¢ A judg-
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ment to come,” and my assertion is presently vie-
-torious. ,

I will not be immodest, and yet I will boldly say,
The man is worse than a Pagan, who will not come
into this notion of things, ¢ Vir bonus est com~
mune bonum ;”% and ‘ Vivit is qui multis est
usui;” and ¢ Utilitate hominum, nil debet esse
homini antiquius.” ¢ None but a good man is
really a living man; and the more good any man
does, the more he really lives.” All the rest is
death ; or belongs to it. Yea, you must excuse
me if I say, the Mahometan also shall condemn the
man who comes not into the principles of thisbook ;
for I think it occurs no less than three times in the
Koran ; “ God loves those that are inclined to do
good.”

For this way of living, if we are fallen into a
generation, wherein men will cry, (Sotah!) ¢ He
is a fool,” that practises it, as the Rabbins foretel it
willbe in the generation wherein the Messiah comes;
yet there will be a wiser generation, and ¢ Wisdom
will be justified of her children.” Among the
Jews there has been an Ezra, whose bead they
called ¢ The throne of wisdom.” Ameng the

' Greeks there has been a Democritus, who was
called SopH1A in the abstract. The later ages
knew a Gildas, who wore the surname of Sapiens :
but it is the man whose temper and intent it is
“ to do good,” that is the wise man after all,
And, indeed, had a man the hands of a Brigreus,
they would all be too few to do gond ; he might
find occasions to call for more than all of them.
The English nation had once a sect of men called
“ Bons hommes,” or * Good men.,” The ambi-

* A good man Is a common good,

#Ili oot S ik Rinpadialiuady m—-—and
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tion of this book is to revive and enlarge a sect that
may claim that name ; yea, to solicit that it may‘
extend beyond the bounds of a sect, by the commg
of all men into it. .

Of all the « trees in the garden of God,” which
is there that envies not the Palm-tree, out of which
alone, as Plutarch informs us, the Babylonians de~
rived more than three hundred commodities? Or
the Cocoa-tree, so beneficial to man, that a vessel
may be built, and rigged, and freighted, and vic-
tualled from that alone? To plant such  trees of
righteousness,” and prune them, is the object of
the book now before us.

The men who devise good, will now give me
leave to remind them of few' things, by which
they may be a little fortified for their grand inten-
tion ; for, sirs, you are to pass between * Bozez”
(or dirty,) and ¢ Seneh,” (or thorny) and encoun-
ter an host of things worse than Phlhstmes, in your
undertaking.

MISCONSTRUCTION is one thing against which
you will do well to farnish yourselves with the ar-
mour both of Prudence and of Patience; Prudence
to prevent it, patience to endure it. © You will una-
voidably be put upon doing many good things,
which other people will see but at a distance, and
be unacquainted with the motives and methods of
your doing them; yea, they may imagine their own
purposes crossed in what youdo; and this will ex-
pose you to their censures. Yet more particularly.
In your essays to do good, you may happen. to be
concerned with persons whose power is greater than
their virtue. It'may be needful ds well as ‘lawfu}
for you to mollify them with acknowledgments of
those things in them, which may render them
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honourable or considerable ; and forbear to take
notice, at present, of what may be culpable. In
this you may aim at nothing, but merely to be
more able to do them good; or, by their means,
to do good to others: and yet, if you are not very
cautious, this your civility may be construed to
your disadvantage: especially if you find yourselves
abliged either to change your opinion of the persons,
or to tax any miscarriage in them. The injustice
of the censures upon you, may be much as if Paul,
rebuking Felix for his unrighteousness and un-
chastity, should have been reproached with his in-
‘consistency in having so lately complimented him
on his accomplishments and acquaintancewith the
affairs of his nation. But you must not be uneasy
if youshould be thus unjustly treated. Jerom had
written highly of Origen, as a man of bright en-
dowments; at another time he wrote as severely
against some things that he was (perbaps unjustly)
accused of. They charged Jerom with levity, yea,
with falsehood: but he despised the calumny, and

replied, « I did commend what I thought was

great in him ; and now I condemn what I find to be
evil in him.” Where is the contradiction? Isay,
Be cautious; but I say again, Be not uneasy.

What I add, is, That you must be above all
Di1scouRAGEMENTS. Look for them, and with a
magnanimous courage overlook them.

Some have observed, That the most concealed,
and yet the most violent, of all our passions, is
usua.lly, that of Idleness. It lays adamantine
chains of death and of darkness upon us. Itholds
in chains that cannot be shaken off, all our other
inclinations, however impetuous. That no:more
mischief is done in the world is owing in great mea-

P e o e Ty ———. L aw
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sure to a spontaneous lassitude on the minds of
men, as well as that no more good is effected by
them. A Pharaoh will do us no wrong if he tell us,
“Ye areidle, ye are idle!”” We have usually more "
strength to do good, than we have ineclination to
employ it. Sirs,* Be up and be doing!” It is,
surely, too soon for an * Hic situs est.”*

If you meet with vile INGRATITUDE from those
whom you have laid under the most weighty ob-
ligations ; do not wonder atit. Into sucha state
of turpitude is man fallen, that he would bear any
weight rather than that of obligation. Men will
acknowledge small obligations; but return wonder-
ful maliee for such as are extraordinary. They
will render it a dangerous thing to be very cha-
ritable and beneficent. Communities will do it as
well as individuals. Excessof desert turns atlength
into a kind of demerit. Men will sooner forgive
great injuries than great services. He that built a
matchless castle for the Poles, for his reward, had
his eyes put out, that he might not build such an-
other. Such things are enough to make one sick
of the world ; but, my friend, they should not
make thee sick of essays todo good in the world.
A conformity to thy Saviour, and a communion
with him, will besufficient to carry thee through all!

It will be impossible to avoid ENVY, “ For a
right work,” and for a good one, and especially
if a man do many such, * he shall be envied of
his neighbour.” It is almost incredible what
power there isin the pride of men to produce de-
traction! pride, working in a sort of impatience,
that any man should be, or do more than them-
selves. ¢ The minds of men,” as one says, ‘ have

# Here lies interred,

B
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got the vapotirs | a sweet report of any one throws
them into convulsions ; a foul one refreshes them."”
You mubt bear all the outrage of it ; and there is
but one sort of revenge to be allowed you. ¢ There
isnot any revenge more heroical, than that which
-torments envy by doing geod.”
It is a surprising passage, which alate French

author has given us; ‘ That a man of great merit
is a kind of public enemy. And that by engross-
ing a multitude of applauses, which would serve
to gratify a great many others, he cannot but be.
envied ; and that men naturally hate, what they
highly esteem, yet cannot love. But, my readers,
let us not be surprised at it. You have read, who
suffered the ostracismat Athens; and what a pretty
reason the country fellow offered why he gave his
'voice for the banishment of Aristides :— Because
he was every where always called the just:” and
for what reason the Ephori laid a fine on Agesilaus;
# Because he possessed, above all other men, the
hearts of the Lacedemenians.” You have read
the reason why the Ephesians expelled the best
of their citizens; “ Nemo de nobis unus excellat ;
sed si quis extiterit, alio in loco, et apud alios sit :”
“ If any are determined to excel their neighbours,
‘let them find another place to do.it.” You have
read, that he who conquered Hannibal, saw it ne-
cessary to retire from Rome, that the merit of
-others might be more noticed. My authors tel
me, that, <* At all times nothing has beéen more
dangerous among men than too illustrious a de-
gree of merit.” But, my readers, the terror of
this envy must not intimidate you. I must press
you to dogood, and be so far from affrighted at it,
you shall rather be generously delighted with the
most envious deplumations.
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I wish I may prove a false prophet when I fore-
tell one discouragement more which you will have
to contend with; I mean—bDERISION. And pray
let' not my prediction be derided. It was long
since noted, * Ridiculum acri fortius et melius
magnas plerumque secat res”* It isa thing of
late started, that the way of banter and ridicule,
or, the “ Bartholomew-Fair-method,” as they
call it! isa more effectual way to discourage all
goodness, and put it out of countenance, than fire.
and faggot. No cruelties are so insupportable to«
humanity ¢“as cruel mockings.” Ttis extremely!
probable that the devil being somewhat chained
up, in several places, from other ways of persecu-,
tion, will more than ever apply himself to this.:
Essays to do good shall be derided with all the:
art and wit that he can inspire into his Janiza-
ries; (a yani-cheer, or, & new - order, the grand
seignior of hell has instituted.) Exquisite proe
faneness and buffoonery shall try their skill to laugh
people out of them. The men who abound in
‘them, shall be exposed onthe stage; libels, and.
lampoons, and satires, the most poignant that ever
were invented, shall be darted at them; and pam-
phlets full of lying stories be scattered, with. a de-
sign to make them ridiculous. ‘¢ Hic se aperit
diabolus!”’t+ The devil will try whether. the fear of.
being laughed at will not scare a zeal to do- good
out of the world. ¢ Sed tu contraaudentior ito.”}
Sirs, * Despise the shame,” whatever “ contra-

v

# For ridicule shall frequently prevail,
And cnt the knot, when graver reasons fail. FRAXCIS.

4 In this the devil may be discovered at work.
1 But let this rather increase your boldness and zeal,
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diction of sinners” you meet with; you know
what example did so before you. “ Quit you like
men, be strong;”’ you know who gives you the
direction. Say with resolution, “ The proud have
had me greatly in derision, yet have not I de-
clined to do as much good as I could?” If you
should arrive to a share in such sufferings, T will
humbly ¢ shew you mine opinion” about the best
conduct under them; it is, neglect and contempt.
Jhave a2 whole university on my side, the univer-
sity of Helmstadt, upon a late abuse offered to it,
had this noble passage in a declaration; ¢ Visum
fuit, non alio remedio, quam generoso silentio, et
pio contemptu, utendum nobis esse*.” Go on to
do good: and ‘¢ Go well,—comely in your going,”
like the noble ereature, which * Turneth not away
for any.” A life spentin industrious essays to
do good will be your powerful and perpetual vin-
dication, It will give you such a well-established
interest in the minds, where conscience is con-
sulted, that a few squibbing, silly, impotent accu-
sations, will never be able to extinguish it. If
they ridicule you in their printed excursions, your
name will be so oiled that ink will not adhere to it.
I remember that Valerianus Magnus being abused
by a Jesuit, who had laboured (by a‘ Modest
enquiry,” you may be sure!) to make him ridi-
culous, made no other defence, but only on every
stroke adjoined, * Mentiris impudentissime!” ¢ It
is a most impudent lie!” And such an answer
might very truly be given to every line of some
stories that I have seen elsewhere brewed by ano-

* Resolved, That we use no other remedy in this affair, than &
generous silence and a holy contempt, )
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ther who is no Jesuit. But even so much an-
swer to their folly, istoo much notice of it., It is
well observed that ¢ The contémpt of such dis-
courses discredits them, and takes away the plea-
sure from those that make them.” And it is an-
other observation, ¢ That when they of whom we
have heard very ill, are yet found upon trial to
be very good, we naturally conclude that they have
a merit which is troublesome to some other
people.” The rule then is, be very good ; yea, do
very much good ; and cast a generous disdaian upon
contumelies ;—the great remedy against them. If
you want a pattern, I can give you an imperial one ;
it was Vespasian, who when.a person spake evil of
him, said, ¢ Ego, cum nihil faciam dignum propter
quod contumelia afficiar, mendacia nihil curo®.”
And Iam deceived if it be not an easy thing to be
as honest a man as a Vespasian !

Sirs! An unfainting resolution to do good, and
an unwearied well-doing, is that which is now
urged upon you. And may this little book be so
happy, as herein to perform the office of & monitor
to the reader.

I do not find that I have spent so many weeks
in composing the book, as Descartes, though a
profound geometrician, spent in studying the solu-
tion of one geometrical question: yet the compo-
sure has exceeded the limits which I intended ;
and there is not a single proposal in it, which
would not, if well pursued, afford a more solid
and durable satisfaction to the mind, than the solu-
tion of all the problems in Euelid, or in Pappus, It
isa vanity in writers to compliment the readers with

* While I do uothing that merits reproach, these lies give me ne
Nneasiness,

it et B N B - et e, —— i ~
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—t Jam sorry itis no better.” Instead of which
I freely tell my readers, *“ I have written what ig
not unworthy of their perusal.” IfI did not think
so, truly, I would not publish it: for no man liv~
ing has demanded it of me; it is not published
‘ to gratify the importunity of friends,” as. your
authors are used to say; but it is to use importu-
nity with others, in a point, on which I thought
they needed it. And I will venture to say, there is
not one whimsey in all my proposals. 1 propose
no object concerning which the conscience of every
good man will not say, ¢ It were well if it could be
accomplished.” That writer wasin the right who
said, “ I cannot undesstand how any honest man
" can print a book, and yet profess that he thinks
none will be the wiser or better for thereading it.”
Indeed I own that my subject is worthy to be much
better treated; and my manner of treating it is not’
such as to embolden me to affix my name to it,
as the famous painter Titian did to his pieces,
with a double fecit fecit; as much as to say,
“ Very well done!” and I must have utterly sup-
pressed it, had I been of the same humour with
Cimabue, another famous painter, who, if hjm-
self or any other detected the least fault in his
pieces, would utterly destroy them, though he had
bestowed a twelvemonth’s pains upon them. Yet
I will venture to say, the book is full of reasonable
and serviceable things; and it would be well for us
if such things were regarded; and I have done welt

to propose them. .
Who the author is, there is no need of enquir-
ing. This will be unavoidably known in the vici-
but his writing without a name (as well as
one,) will conceal it from most of those
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{o whom the book may come. And the conceal-
ment of his name, he apprehends, may be of some
use to the book; for now, not who, but what, is
the only thing to be considered.*

It was a vanity in one author, and there may be
too many guilty of the like; to demand, ¢ Ubi
men, legis, me agnosce.” In plain, unblushing
English, ¢ Reader, whatever you do, account the
author somebody.” But, I pray, Sir, who are
you, that mankind should be at all concerned about
you? He was almost as great a man asany eccle-
siastical preferments could make him, who yet
would not have so much as his name in this epi-
taph; he would only have ¢ Hic jacet, umbra,
cinis, nihil :”+ there shall be no other name on this
composure, ¢ Hic scribit (vel scripturire studet et
audet) umbra, cinis, nihil.”}

However;he is very strongly persuaded that there
is a day very near at hand, when books of such a
tendency as this, will be the most welcome thing
imaginable to many thousands of readers,||and have
more than oneedition. Yea, great will be the army
of them that publish them! M.DCCXVL is com-
ing. .

A vast variety of new ways to do good will be
imvented ; ¢ paths” which no fowl of the best
flight at noble designs has yet known; and which

* This treatise was originally published without the name of the
anthor.

4+ Here lies a shadow—ashes—nothing.

+1 Here is written, or rather attempted, by one who is a shadow—
ashes—nobody.

|} The day is come. We have the happiness to live in an age and
in a country, wherein schemes of usefulness sre not only proposed,
and accepted, but executed.

What the author’s expectations were of the year 1716, are not
known to the editor.
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the vulture’s most piercing eye has not yet seen;
and where the lions of the strongest r'esolution have
never passed.

In the mean time, North Britain will be distin-
guished (pardon me, if I use the term, Goshenized,)
by irradiations from heaven upon it, of such a ten-
dency. There will be found a set of excellent men
in that reformed and renowned church of Scotland,
with whom the most refined and extensive essays
to do good will become so natural, that the whole
world will fare the better for them. To these, this
_ book is humbly presented by a great admirer of

the good things daily doing among them ; as know-

ing, that if no where else, yet among them it will
find some reception ; they will ¢ not be forgetful
to entertain such a stranger!”

The censure of ¢ writing too much,” (though
he should go as far. as Terentianus Carthaginensis
tells us Varro did,) he accounts not worth answer-
ing.—And pray, why not also ‘ preaching too
much ?”—But Erasmus, who wrote more, has fur-
nished him with an answer which is all that he
ever intends to give; ¢ Accusant quod nimium
fecerim ; conscientia mea me accusat, quod minus
fecerim, quodque lentior fuerim.” In plain Eng-
lish—The censure of others upbraids me that I have
done so much; my own conscience condemns me
that I have done so little : the good God forgive my
slothfulness !



ESSAYS

TO DO GOOD.

SucH glorious things are spoken in the Oracles of
God, concerning them who devise good, that a
BOOK OF GOOD DEVICES may reasonably demand
attendance and acceptance from those who have
any impressions of the most reasonable religion up-
on them. I am devising sucha BOOK ; but at the
same time offering & sorrowful demonstration, that
if men would set themselves to devise good, a
world of good might be done more than is now
done, in this ¢ present evil world.” Much is re-
quisite to be done that the great God and his
CHRIST may be more known and served in the
world, .and that the errors which prevent men
from glorifying their Creator and Redeemer may
be rectified. Much is necessary to be done that’
the evil manners of the world, by which men are
drowned in perdition, may be reformed ; and man-
kind rescued from the epidemical corruption which
has overwhelmed it. Much must be done that the
miseries of the world may have suitable remedies
provided for them ; and that the wretched may be

bt i g~ e e
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relieved and comforted. The world confains, it is
supposed, about athousand millions of inhabitants.
What an ample field do these afford, for doing
good! In a word, the kingdom of God in the
world calls for innumerable services from us. To
do such things is to do good. Those men devise
good, who form plans which have such a ten-
dency, whether the objects be of a temporal or
spiritual nature. You see the general matter ap-
pearing as yet but & chaos, which is to be wrought
upon. O! that the good Spirit of God may now
fall upon us, and carry on the glorious work which
lies before us! ’

R ——

IT may be presumed that my readers will readily
admit, that it is an excellent thing to be full of
devices to bring about such noble designs. For
any man to deride or despise my proposal. “ That
we resolve and study to do as much good in the
world as we can,” would be the mark of so black
a character, that I am almost unwilling to' sup-
pose its existence. Let no man pretend to the
name of a Christian who does not approve the
proposal of, a perpetual endeavour to do good
in the world. What pretension can such a man
have to be a follower of the Good One? The pri-
mitive Christians gladlyaccepted and improved the
pname, when the Pagans by mistake, styled them
Chrestians ; because it signified useful ones. The
Christians who have no ambition to be such, shall
be condemned by the Pagans; among whom it
was a title of the highest honour to be termed,
# a Benefactor ;°’—To have done good, was ace
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counted honourable. The philosopher being asked,
‘Why every one desired to gaze on a fair object?
answered, that it was the question of a blind
man. If any man ask, Why it is so necessary
to do good? 1 must say, It sounds not like the
question of a good man. The ¢ Spiritual taste” of
every good man will give him an unspeakable relish
for it. Yea, unworthy to be deemed a man, is
he, who is not for doing good among men. An
enemy to the proposal, ¢ That mankind may be
the better for us,” deserves to be reckoned little
better than a common enemy of mankind. How
cogently do I bespeak a good reception of what is
now designed! 1 produce not only religion, but
even humanity itself, as full of a * fiery indigna-
tion against the adversaries” of the design. Ex-
cuse me, Sirs; I declare, that if I could have my
choice, I would never eat, or drink, or walk, with
such a one, as long as I live;or look on him as
any other than one by whom humanity itself is de-
based and blemished. A very wicked writer has
yet found himself compelled, by the force of rea-
son, to publish this confession. ¢ To love the
public; to study the universal good; and to pro-
mote the interest of the whole world, as far ag it is
" in our power, is surely the highest goodness, and
constitutes that temper, which we call divine.”
And he proceeds— Is doing good for the sake of
glory so divine?”’ (alas! too much human!) * or,
is it not more divine to do good, even where it may
be thought inglorious;—even to the ungrateful,
and to those who are wholly insensible of the good
they receive ?” A man must be far gone in wicked-
ness, who will open his mouth against such
maxims and actions! A better pen has remarked
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it; yea, the man must be much a stranger to his-
tory, who has not made the remark. * To speak
truth, and to do good, were in the esteem even of
the heathen world, most God-like qualities.” God
forbid, that there should be any abatement of
esteem for those qualities in the christian world !

N ——

I WILL not yet propose The REWARD of well-
doing, and the glorious things which the mercy
and truth of God will perform for those who devise
good; because I would have to do with suchas
esteem it a sufficient reward to itself, I will sup-
pose my readers to be possessed of that ingenuous
temper, which will induce them to account them-
selves well rewarded in the thing itself, if God will
permit them to do good in the world. It isaninva-
luable honour to do good; it is an incomparable
pleasure. A man must look upon himself as digni-
fied and gratified by God, when an opportunity to
do good is put into his hands. He must embrace
it with rapture, as enabling him to answer the
great end of his being. He must manage it with
rapturous delight, as a most suitable business, as a
most precious privilege. He must * sing in those
ways of the Lord,” wherein he cannot but find
himself while he is doing good. As the saint of
old sweetly sang, “1 was glad when they said
unto me, let us go into the bouse of the Lord;”
so ought we to be glad when any opportunity of do-
ing good is presented to us. We should need no
arguments to incline us to entertain the offer; but
should paturally fly into the matter, as most
agreeable to that « divine nature” of which we

l |
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are made partakers. It should gratify us wonder-
fully; as much as if an ingot of gold were pre-
sented to us! We should rejoice as having ob-
tained the utmost of our wishes. Some servants of
God have been so intent on this subject, that they
have cheerfully proposed to make any recompence
that could be desired, to a friend who would sup-
ply the barrenness of their own thoughts, and, sug-
gest any special methods by which they might be
useful. Certainly, to do good, is a thing that
brings its own recompence, in the opinion of those
who deem information on this head worthy of a
recompence. 1 will only say, that if any of my
readers ure strangers to such a disposition as this,
and do not consider themselves enriched and fa-
voured of God when he employs them in do-
ing good—with such persons 1 bhave done, and
would beg -them to lay the book aside; it will
be irksome to carry on any further conversation
with them; it is a subject on which the house of
Caleb will not be conversed with. I will be con-
tent with one of Dr. Stoughton’s introductions;
¢ It is enough for me, that I speak to wise men,
whose reason shall be my rhetoric ; to Christians,
whose conscienee shall be my eloquence.”

Though the assertion may fly like a chain-shot
amongst us, and rake down all beforeit, I will again-
and again assert—That every one of us might do
more good than he does; and therefore this is the
first proposal I would make.—To be exceedingly
humbled that we have done so little good in the
world. Tam not uncharitable insaying, that I knew
not one assembly of Christians on earth, which
ought not to be a Bochim, on this consideration.
O! tell me in what Utopia I shall find it. Sirs!

- - ——
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let us begin to be fruitful, by lamenting our past
unfruitfulness. Verily, sins of omission must be
confessed and lamented, or else we add to their
number. The most useful men in the world
have gome out of it, crying, ¢ Lord, forgive our
gins of omission!” Many a good man, who has
been peculiarly conscientious about the profitable
employment of his time, has had his death-bed
rendered uneasy by this reflection, ¢ The loss of
time now lies heavy upon me!”’ Certain it is, that
all unregenerate persons are unprofitable persons;
and they are properly comparedto * thorns and
briars,” to teach us what they are. An unrenewed
sinner! alas, he never performed one good work in
all his life! "In all his life, did I say!I recall that
word. He is ¢ dead while he liveth”—he is
¢ dead in sin; he has not yet begun to * live
unto God;” and as he is himself dead, so are all
his works—they are “ dead works.”” O, wretched,
useless being! Wonder, wonder, at the patience of
heaven, which yet forbears to cut down such “a
cumberer of the ground !” O that such persons may
immediately acknowledge the necessity of turning
to God; and how unable they are to do it; and
how unworthy they are that God should make
them able. O that they may cry to God for his,
sovereign grace to quicken them; and let them
plead the sacrifice of Christ for their reconciliation
to God ; seriously resolve on a life of obedience to
God, and resign themselves up to the Holy Spirit,
that ke may lead them in the paths of holiness. No
good will be done, till this be done. The first-
borr of all devices to do good, is in being born
a4gain.
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But as for you, who have been brought home to
God; you have great cause not only to lament
the dark days of your unregeneracy, in which you
produced only ¢ the unfruitful works of darkness;”
but alse that you have done so little, since God has
quickened you, and enabled you to do better.
How little have you lived up to those strains of
gratitude which might justly bave been expected
from you, since God brought you into his ¢ mar-
vellous light.” The best of us may mourn in his

_ complaints, and say, “ O Lord, how little good
have I done, compared with what'I might have
done!” Let the sense of this cause us to loathe and
judge ourselves before the Lord; let it fill us with
shame; and abase us wonderfully. Let us, like
David, ¢ water our couch with tears,” when we
consider how little good we have done. ¢ O that
our heads were waters,” because they have been so
dry of all thoughts to do good. * O that our eyes
were a fountain of tears,” because they have looked

“out so little for occasions to do good. For the
pardon of this evil-doing, let usfly to the great
sacrifice, and plead the blood of that ¢ Lamb of
God,” whose universal usefulness is one of those
admirable properties on account of which he is
styled “ a Lamb.” The pardon of our barrenness
of good works being thus obtained, we shall be
rescued from condemnation to prepetual barrenness:
the dreadfulsentence “ Letno fruitgrowonthee for
ever,” will thus be prevented. A true, evangelical
procedure to do good, must have this Repéntance_
laid in the foundatien ofit. We do not ¢ handle
the matter wisely” ifa foundation be not laid thus
low, and in the deepest self-abasement.

. . P '
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How full of devicesare we for our own secular
advantage! and, how expert in devising many little
things to be done for ourselves! We apply our
thoughts with mighty assiduity to the old question
—+¢ What shall we eat and drink, and where-
withal shall we be clothed?” With strongapplica-
tion of mind we inquire, What shall we do for
ourselves, in our marriages, in our voyages, in our
bargains? We anxiously contrive to accomplish
our plans, and avoid numerous inconveniences, to
which, without some contrivance, we should be
obnoxious. We carry on the business of our per-
sonal callings, with numberless thoughts how to
perform them well; and to effect our temporal af-
fairs we ¢ find out witty inventions.” But, O
rational, immortal, heaven-born soul, are thy won-
derous faculties capable of no greater improve-
ments—no better employments ? Why should a
soul of such high cepacities—a soul that may be
clothed in the * scarlet” of angels, yet ¢ embrace a
dunghill!” O let a blush, deeper than scarlet, be
thy clothing, for being found so meanly occupied.
Alas, in the multitude of thy thoughts within
thee, hast thou no disposition to raise thy soul to
some such thoughts as these—What may be done
for God—for Christ—for my own soul, and for
the most important interests of mankind? How
many hundreds of thoughts have we for ourselves,
to one for God, his cause, and his people in the
world? How then can we pretend that we love
him, or prove that a carnal, a criminal self-love
has not the dominion overus? I again come to a
soul of heavenly extract, and smite it, as the
angel smote the sleeping prisoner, and cry,
** Awake; shake off thy chains. Lie no longer
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fettered in a base confinement! Assert the liberty
of thinking on the noblest question in the world—
¢ What good may Ido in the world?” There wasa
time when it was lamented by no less 2 man than
Gregory the great, the bishop of Rome— I am
sunk into the world!”—This may be the complaint
of a soul that minds every thing else, and rarely re-
collects that noblest question. Ah! ¢ star fallen
from heaven,” and choked in dust, rise and soar
up to something answerable to thy origin. Begin
a course ofthoughts, which will be like a resurrec-
tion from the dead ; and pursue the grand inquiry
—<“How may I become a blessing to the world ?”
and, ¢ What may I do, that righteousness may
dwell on the earth ?”

How much mischief may be done by one
wicked man! Yea, sometimes, one wicked man,
of slender abilities, becoming an indefatigable tool
of the devil, may effect incredible mischief in the

world. We have seen some wretched instruments,

of cursed memory, ply the intention of doing mis-
chief at a strange rate, till they have ruined 2 whole
country. It isa melancholy consideration, and I
may say, an astonishing one: you will hardly

find one of a thousand who does half so much to

serve God and his own soul, as you may see done

by thousands to serve the devil. A horrible thing!

“ O my soul, thy Maker, and thy Saviour, so

worthy of thy love—a Lord, whose infinite good-

ness will follow all thou dost for him, with remu-

nerations, beyond all conception glorious; how
- c
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little, "how little is it that thou dost for him! At
the same time, look into thy neighbourhood. See
there, a monster. of wickedness, who, to his utter-
most, will serve a master that will prove a destroyer
to him, and whose wages will be death; he studies
how to serve the devil: he is never weary of his
drudgery; he racks his invention to go through
with it. Ah! he shames me; he shames me
wonderfully! O my God, I am ashamed,. and
blush to lift up my face unto thee.”

"~ We read of a man ““ who deviseth mischief upon
his bed; who setteth himself in a way that is not
good.” Now, why should not we be as active, as
frequent, as forward, in devising good? Why
should not we be as wise to do good, as heis to do
evil? Iam sure that we have a better cause, and
better reasons for it. Reader, though, perhaps,
thou art one who makest.but.a little figure in the
world—* a brother of low degree,” yet, behold
. a vast encouragement!'a little manp may do a great
deal of harm; and pray, why. may not &, little man
do a great deal of gopd? It is possible that ¢ the
wisdom, of a poor man” may. start a proposal which
may ‘ save & city’—serve a nation! A single
hair, applied to g flyer that hasother wheels de-
pending on it, may pull up an oak, or pull down a
house.

It is very observable, that when our Lord Jesus
Chyrist would recommend zeal for the kingdom of
heaven, he did not propose for our imitation, the ex-
ample of honest wisdom: no, but that of an unrigh-
teous and scandalous dishonesty—that of the un-
Just Steward. The wisdom of our Lord herein is
muchto be observed. His design is not only to re-
present the prudence, but the industry, the inge-



27
nuity, the resolution, the heroic efforts of the soul,
necessary in those who would seek, and serve, the
kingdom of God. We seldom, if ever, perceive
among men that vivacity of spirit in lawful actions,
which we observe in unlawful ones. The ways of
honesty are plain, and require not so much pains in
pursuing them; bat your thieves and cheats follow
courses that are full of difficulties; the tmehs and'
tricks which they require are innumerable; heunce
'you find among such people the exercise of extraor.
dinary subtilty ; you find nosuch cunning and appli-
cation any where else. How emphatioal then is it
to borrow from these, the eolours of beavenly wis
‘dom! What I aim at is this—Let us try to.do good:
. with as much application of mind, #s wicked mem!
employ in doing evil. When * wickedness proceeds:
from the wieked, it isdone with both hands, and.
greedily.” Why then may not we proceed'irx our
useful engagements * with both hands,” and
« greedily” watehing for opportunities? We have
1o oecasion for any sinister arts in effoeting our de-
signs. God forbid that we should ever attempt the
union of such inconsistencies ? But why cannot we
prosecute our designs with as much deep and co-
pious thought as the men of evil arts? And why
may we not engage our minds with as transporting
a vigour to do what is acceptableto God and profit-
able to men, as those wretches manifest, when they
“ weary themselves to commit iniquity?® Tore«
prove certain ecclesiastical drones, who had little
imclination to do good, Father Latimer used &
coerse expression to this effect: * If you will not
learn of good men, for shame, learn of the devil ;
heisneveridle.” Indeed, the indefatigable pr’ose-'
cution of their designs, who are styled * the chil-
c 2
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dren of the devil,” may put ustfo the blush. Our
obligations to do good are infinite: they do evil
against all obligations. The compensation which
will be made to them who do good, is encouraging
beyond calculation: they who do evil will get
nothing to boast of; but ¢ evil pursueth the sin-
ners.” If the devil *“ go about,” and the people in-
spired by him “ go about,” seeking what harm
they may do; why may not we go about, and
think, and seek, where and how we may do good?
Verily, it were worthy of a good angel so to do!
O thou child of God, and lover of all righteous-
ness, how canst thou find in thy heart, at any time,
to ceasefrom doing all the good that can be done,
in ¢ the right ways of the Lord?” Methinks,
that word of the Lord may be a burden to us, and
if we have a sense of honour in us, will be so—
¢« The children of this world are in, (and for) their
~ generation, wiser than the children of light ;” yea,

they pursue « the works of darkness” more vigo-
rously than any of us “ walk in that light” with
which our great Saviour hath favoured us,

To the title of Good Works belong those Essays
to do Good, which we are now urging. To pro-
duce them, the first thing, and indeed, the one
thing needful is—A glorious work of grace on
the soul, renewing and quickening it, purifying
the sinner, and rendering him ¢ zealous of good
works;”—“ a workmanship of God” upon us,
“ creating us anew, by Jesus Christ, for good
works:” and then, there is needful, what will ne-
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cessarily follow such a work,—a disposition to
perform good works, on true, genuine, generous,
and evangelical principles. These principles must
be stated before we proceed.

Inthe first place, it must be taken for granted, that
the end for which we perform good works isnot to
provide the matter of our justifieation before God ;
indeed, no good works can be done till we are jus-
tified ; before a man is united to Christ, who is our
life, he is a dead man, and what good works can
be expected from him? ¢ Severed from me,”
saith our Lord, ‘ ye can do nothing.” The justi-
fication of a sinner by faith, before good works, and
in order to them, is one of those doctrines which
may say to the popish innovations, *“ With us are
the grey-headed, and very aged men, much elder
than thy father.” It wasan old maxim of the faith-
ful, ** Bona opera sequuntur, justificatum, non
precedunt justificandum”—* Good works follow
justification ; they do not precede it.” It is the
righteousness of the good works done by our Sa-
viour and surety, not our own, that justifies us be-
fore God, and answers the demands of his holy law
upon us. By faith, we lay hold on those good
worksfor our justifying righteousness, before we are
able to perform our own., Itis not our faith itself
either as producing good works, or being itself one
of them, which entitles us to the justifying righ-
tousness of our Saviour: but it is faith, only as
renouncing our own righteousness, and relying on
that of Christ, provided for the chief of sinners,
by which we are justified. All our attempts at
good works will come to nothing, till a justifying
faith in the Saviour shall carry us forth unto them.
This was the divinity of the ancients. Jerom has
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well expressed it. ¢ Sine Christo omnis virtus
estin vitio;”... Without Christ all virtue is but
vice.”

Nevertheless ; first, you are to look upon itasa
glorious truth of the gospel, that the moral law
(which prescribes good works) must by every
christian alive, be the rule of his life. * Do we
make void the law through faith? God forbid;
yea, we establish thelaw.”  The rule by which we
are to glorify God, is given usin that law of good
works which we enjoy (I will so express it) in the
ten commandments. It is impossible for us to be
released from all obligations to glorify God, by a
conformity to this rule: sooner shall we cease to
be creatures. The conformity to that rule, in the
righteousness, which our Saviour by his obedience
to it has brought in to justify us, has for ever
“ magnified the law, and made it honourable.”
Though our Saviour has furnished us with a perfect
and spotless righteousness, when his obedience to
the law is placed to our account; yet it is sinful in
us to fall short in our personal obedience to the
law. We must always judge and loathe ourselves
for the sin. Weare not under the law as a cove-
rant of works: our own exactness in performing
good works is not now the condition of entering
into life; (wo be to us if it were) but still, the
coverant of grace holds us to it as our duty : and,
if we are in the covenant of grace, we shall make it
our study to perform those good works which were
once the eondition of entering into life. ¢ Manet
lex tota pietatis”*—that was the divinity of Ter-
tullian’s days! Such must be the esteem for the

* Every law of religiou still remuins,
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Iaw of good works for ever retained in justified per-
sons—a law never to be abrogated or abolished.
And then, secondly, Though we are justified by
¢ precious faith in the righteousness of God our
Saviour,” yet good works are .required of us to
justify our faith—to demonstrate that it isindeed
¢ precious faith,” A justifying faith is a jewel
which may be counterfeited: but the marks of a
faith which is not a counterfeit, are to be found in
those good works to which a servant of God is, by
his faith, inclined and assisted. It is by the rege-
nerating power of the Holy Spirit, that faith is
wrought in the hearts of the chosen pedple; now
the same grace which in regeneration disposes a
person to fly by faith to the righteousness of Christ,
will dispose him also to the good works of & chris-
tian life; and the same faith which applies to the
Saviour for an interest in his righteousness, will also
apply to him for strength to perform the good works
which are “ ordained that we should walk in them.”
If our faith be not of this kind i is a lifeless faith,
and such as will not bring to life. A workless
faith is a worthless faith.
Reader! suppose thyself standing before the
jndgment-seat of Christ—a necessary, a prudefit
-supposition ; it ought to be a very frequent one.
The Judge demands—¢ What hast thou to plead,
for a portion in the blessedness of the righteous?”
The plea must be— O my glorious Judge, thou
hast been my sacrifice. O thou Judge of all the
earth, permit dust and ashes to say—My righte-
ousness is on the bench. Surely, in the Lord have
Irighteousness. O my Saviour, [ have received it,
I have secured it on thy own gracious offer of it.”
The Judge proceeds—‘ But what hast thou to



32 ‘
plead that thy faithshould not be rejected as the
faith of the hypocrite?” Here the plea must be,
“ O Lord, my faith was thy work. It was a faith
which disposed me to all the good works of thy
holy religion. It sanctified me. It broughtme to
thee, my Saviour, for grace to perform the works
" of righteousness: it embraced thee for my Lord as
well as Saviour: it caused me with sincerity, to
love and keep thy commandments, and with assi-
duity to serve the interests of thy kingdom in the
world.”

Thus you have Paul and James reconciled. Thus
you have good works provided for. The aphorism
of the physicians, is ¢ Per brachium fit judicium
de corde.”* The actions of men are more cer-
tain indications of what is within, than all their
sayings.

But there is yetanother consideration upon which
you must be zealously affected to good works. You
must consider them as a part of the great salvation
which is purchased for you by Jesus Christ. With-
out a holy heart you cannot be fit for a holy hea-
ven— meet for the inheritance of the saints in
that light,” which admits no works of darkness:
where none but good works are done for eternal
ages: But a holy heart will induce a man to do
good with all his heart. The motto on the gates
of the holy city is, * None but the lovers of good

_ works to enter here;” it is implied in what we read
—< Without holiness no man shall see the Lord:”
yea, to be saved without good works, were to be
saved without salvation. Much of our salvation

* By a man’s outward acts of vigor, you judge of his internal
health.

C o tr e r—a——————— e v e
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consists in doing good works. Heaven is begun 7
upon earth when we are so engaged ; and doubtless,
no man will get to heaven who is not so persuaded.

I shall mention but one more of those principles
from which good works proceed; it is that noble
one of GRATITUDE. The believer cannot but in-
quire, ** What shall I render to my Saviour ?’’—
the result of the inquiry will be—*¢ with good
works to glorify bim.” We read, that * faith
worketh by love.” Our faith will discover the
matchless and marvellous love of God in saving
us; and the faith of this love will work on our
hearts, till it hath raised in us an unquenchable
flame of love to Him who hath so loved and saved
us. These, these are to be our dispositions—* O
my Saviour ; hast thou done so much for me! now
will I do all I can for thy kingdom and people in
the world. O! what service is there that I may
now perform for my Saviour and his people in the
world ?”

These are the principles to be proceeded on ; and
it is worthy of special observation, that there are
no men in the world who so much abound in good
works, as those, who above all others, have aban-
doned every pretension to the merit of their works.

- There are Protestants who have exceeded Papistsin

our days, as well as in those of Dr. Willet. No
merit-mongers have exceeded some holy christians,
who have performed good works on the assurance
of being already justified, and entitled to eternal
life.

I observe that our apostle, throwing a just con-
tempt on the endless genealogies, and long,intricate
pedigrees, which the Jews of his time dwelt so
rouch upon, proposes in their stead ¢ Charity, out

ch
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of a pure heart, and a good conscience, and faith
unfeigned :” as if he had said, "I will give you a
genealogy worth ten thousand of theirs”—first,
from faith unfeigned proceeds a good conscience ;
from a good conscience a pure heart; and from a
pure heart, charity to all around us. It is admi-
rebly stated!

IT may justly be feared that we too rarely inquire
after

OPPORTUNITIES TO DO GOOD.

Our opportunities to do good are our talents,

. An awful account must be rendered to the great
God concerning the use of the talents with which
he has intrusted us in these precious opportunities.
Frequently we do not use our opportunities, be-
cause we do not consider them : they lie by unnoti-
ced and unimproved. We read of a thing which we
deride as often a3 we behold it—* There is, that
maketh himself poor, and yet hath great riches.”
This is too frequently exemplified in our opportu-
nities to do good, which are some of our most va-
lwable riches. Many a man seems to reckon him-
gelf destitute of these talents, as if there were no-
” thing for him to do; he pretends that he isnot ina
" condition to do any good. Alas! poor man, what
can ke do? My friend, think again, think fre-
quently : inquire what your opportunities are : you
will certainly find them to be more than you were
aware of. ¢ Plain men, dwelling in tents’—
persons of & very ordinary rank.in life may, by
their eminent piety, prove persons of exiraordinary
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usefulness. A Poor John Urich may make a
Grotius the better for him. I have read of a pious
weaver, of whom some eminent persons would say,
¢« Christ walked, as it were, alive on the earth in
that man.” A mean mechanic—who can tell
what an engine of good he may become, if hum.
bly and wisely applied to it.

This, then, is the next PRorosaL. Without
abridging yourselves of your occasional thoughts
on the question—*“ What good may I do to-
day?” fix a time, now and then, for more delibe-
rate thoughts upon it. Cannot you find time (say
—once a-week, and how suitably on the Lord’s
day) to take this question into consideration—

What is there that I may do for the service of the
glorious Lord, and for the welfare of those for
whom I ought to be concerned ? :

Having implored the direction of God, ¢ the
Father of lights,” consider the matter, in the va-
rious aspects of it. Consider it till you have re-
solved on something. Write down yourresolutions.
Examine what precept and what promise you can
find in the word of God to countenance your reso-
Iutions. Review these memorials at proper seasons,
and see how far you have proceeded in the execu-
tion of them. The advantages of these pre-
served and revised memorials, no rhetoric will be
sufficientto commend, no arithmetic to calculate.
There are some animals of which we say, “ They
know mnot their own strength;” Christians, why
should you be like them ?

adb. - L e L S VRN YW 3ol
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Let us now descend to PARTICULARS ; but let it
not be supposed that I pretend to an enumeration
of all the good devices that may be conceived.
Not a thousandth part of them can now be enume-
rated. The essay I am making is only to dig open
the several springs of usefulness, which, having
once begun to flow, will spread into streams, that
no human foresight can comprehend. ¢ Spring
up, O well!” will every true Israelite sing upon
every proposal here exhibited; and ¢ the nobles
of Israel” can do nothing more agreeable to their
own character, than to fall to work upon it. Per-
haps every proposal that may be made, will be like
a stone falling into a pool—one circle and service
will produce another, till they extend—who can
tell how far? Those who devote themselves to
good devices, aud who duly observe their opportu-
nities to do good, usually find a wonderful increase
of their opportunities. The gracious providence
of God affords this recompence to his diligent ser-
vants, that he will multiply their opportunities of
being serviceable: and when ingenious men have
used themselves to a little contrivance, in pursuing
the best intentions, their ingenuity will sensibly
improve, and there will be more expansion in their
diffusive applications. Among all the dispensa-
tions of a special providence in the government of
the world, none islessinterrupted than the accom-
plishment of that word—*“ Unto him that hath
shall be given.” I will say this, ¢ O useful man!
take for thy motto, Habenti dabitur”—¢ To him
that hath shall be given ;” and, in a lively use of
thy opportunities to do good, see how remarkably
it will be accomplished ; see what accomplishment
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of that word will at last surprise thee—‘* Though

thy beginning be small, yet thy latter end shall
greatly increase.’

WnuyY should not the charity of which we are
treating, ‘ begin at home?” It observes not a
due decorum if it doth not ; and it will be liable
to great exceptions in its pretensions and pro-
ceedings. ‘ ODI sapientem qui sibi non sapit.”*
This then, is to be made an early PROPOSAL.

First, Let every man devise what good may be
done for the correction of whatis yet amiss, IN
HIS OWN HEART AND LIFE. ltisa good remark
of the witty Fuller ; “ He need not complain of
too little work, who hath a little world in himself
to mend.” It was of old complained, ‘*“ No man
repented him, saying, What have I done?” Every
man upon earth may find in himself something
that wants correcting; and the work of repen-
tance is to inquire, not only, ** what we have
done,” but also, * what we have to do.” Fre-
quent self-examination is the duty of all who would
know themselves, or would not lose themselves.
The great intention of self-examination is to find
out the points wherein we are to ¢ amend our
ways.” A christian tbat would thrive in chris-
tianity, must be no stranger to a course of medita-
tion. This is one of the masters which are requi-
site to make a *“ man of God.” One article and
exercise in our meditation should be to find out
the things wherein a greater conformity to the

* Call not that man wise whose wisdom begins not at home,
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truths upon which we have been meditating, may
be attempted. If we would be good men, we must
often devise how we may grow in knowledge and in’
all goodness. Such an inquiry as this should often
be made: “ What shall I do, that what is yet
lacking in the image of God upon me, may be per-
fected ? What shall I do, that I may live more
perfectly, more watchfully, more fruitfully before
my glorious Lord ?”

And why should not onr meditation, when we
retire to that profitable engagement, conclude with
some resolution ? Devise now, and resolve some-
thing to strengthen your walk with God.

With some devout hearers of the word, it is a
practice, when they have heard a sermon, to think,
¢ What good thing bave I now to ask of God with
a  peculiar importunity ?> They are also accus-
tomed to call upon their childten, and make them
answer this question: * Child, what blessing will
you now ask of the glorious God ?” After which,
they charge them to go and do accordingly.

In pursuance of this piety, why may not this be
one of the exercises which shall conspire to form a
good evening for the best of days? Let it bea
part of our work on the Lord’s-day evening, se-
riously to ask ourselves the following question:
“ If I should die this week, what have I left un-
done, which I should then wish I had been more
diligent in performing ?” My friend, place thyself
in dying circumstances ; apprehend and realise thy
approaching dissolution. Suppose thy last, so-
lemn hour arrived: thy breath failing, thy throat
rattling, thy hands witha cold sweat upon them,—
only the turn of the tide expected for thy expira-
tion., In this condition, “ What wouldst thou
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wish to have done more than thou hast already
done, for thy own _soul, for thy family, or for the
people of God?” Think upon this question, and
do not forget the result of thy thoughts; do not
delay to perform what thou hast resolved upon.
How much moreagreeableand profitable would'such
an exercise be on the Lord’s-day evening than those
vanities to which that evening is too commonly
prostituted, and by which all the good of the past:
day is defeated! And if such an exercise were
often performed, O ! how much would it regulate
ourlives; how watchfully, how fruitfully would
it cause us to live; what an inecredible number of
good works would it produce in the world!

Will you remember, sirs, that every christian is
a ““ temple of God!” It would be of great service
to christianity, if this notion of its true nature
were more frequently and clearly cultivated. But
certainly, there yet remains very much for every
one of us to do, that the temple may be carried on
to perfection; that it may be repaired, finished,
purified, and the top stone of it laid, with shout-
ings of * Grace, Grace!” unto it.

-As a branch of this piety, I will recommend a
serious and fruitful improvement of the various
dispensations of Divine Providence which we have
occasion to notice. More particularly: Have you
received any special blessings and mercies from the
hand of God? You do not suitably express your
thankfulness; you do not render again according
to the benefit that is done unto you, unless you set
yourself to consider, *“ What shall I render unto
the Lord ?” You should contrive some signal
thing to be done on this occasion ; some service to
the kingdom of God, either within yourself, or



40

among others, which may be a just confession and
memorial of what a gracious God has done for
you. This is an action, to which the * goodness
of God leadeth you.” And I would ask, How can
a good voyage, or a good bargain, be made without
some special returns of gratitude to God ? 1 would
have a portion of your property madea thank-
offering, by being set apart for pious uses.

Whole days of thanksgiving are to be kept,
when the favours of God rise to a more observable
height. Christians of the finer mould keep their
private ones, as well as bear part in the public ser-
vices. One exercise for such a day is, to take a
list of the more remarkable succours and bounties
with which our God has comforted us; and then,
to contrivesome suitable acknowledgments of him,
in endeavours to serve him, and this by way of
gratitude for these undeserved comforts.

On the other band; you meet with heavy and
grievous afflictions. Truly, it is a pity to be at
the trouble of suffering afflictions, and not get
good by them. We get good by them, when they
awaken us“to do good;” and I may say, never
till then! When God is distributing sorrows to
you, the sorrows still come upon some errands ;
therefore, the best way for you to find that they do
not come in his anger, is to consider what the
errands may be, The adviceis, that when any af-
fliction comes upon you, you immediately reflect,
“ to what special act of repentance does this af-
fliction call me? What miscarriage does this af-
fliction find in me, to be repented of ?” And then,
while the sense of the affliction is yet upon you,
serious!y inquire, “ to what improvement in holi-
nest ..l usefulness does this affliction call me?”
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Be more solicitous to gain this point than to escape
from your affliction. O! the peace that will com-
pose, possess, and ravish your minds, when your
afflictions shall be found yielding these ¢ fruits o
righteousness !”

Luther did well to call afflictions, ¢ theologiai
christianorum”—¢ the theology of christians.”
This may be a proper place to introduce one direc-
tion more. We are travelling through a malicious,
a calumnious, and abusive world. Why should
not malice be a‘* good informer?” We may be
unjustly defamed ; it will be strange if we are not fre-
quently so. A defamation is commonly resented as
a provocation. My friend, make it only aprovoca-
tion to do good works ! The thing to benow directed
is this. Upon any reproach being offered, instead
of being transported into arage at Shimei, retire and
patiently inquire, “Has not God bidden such a re-
proach to awaken me to some duty? To what
special service of piety should I be awakened, by
the reproach which is cast upon me?” One thus
expresses it: *“ The backbiter’'s tongue, like a
mill-clack, will be still in motion, that he may
grind thy good name to powder. Learn, therefore,
to make such use of his clack as to make thy
bread by it; I mean, so tolive, that no credit shall
be given to slander.” Thus all the abuses you meet
‘with, may prove to you, in the hand of a faithful
God, no other than the strokes which a statuary
employs on his ill-shaped marble; only to form
you into a more beautiful shape, and make you
fitter to adorn the heavenly temple. Thus you
are informed of a way to © shake off a viper”
most advantageously! Yea, I am going to inform
you, how you may fetch sweetness out ofa viper.

A
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Austin would have our very sins numbered amongst
the ¢ all things” that are to ¢ work together for
good.” Therefore, first, I propose, th at our for-
mer barrenness may now be looked upon as an
obligation and incitement to greater fruitfulness.
But this motion is too general ; I must be more
particular. I would look back on my past life,
and call to mind what singular acts of sin have
blemished it, and been the reproach of my youth,
Now, by way of thankfulness for ta t grace of
God and that blood ofhis Christ, through which my
crimes have been pardoned, I would set myself to
think, ¢ What virtues, what actions, and what
achievements for the kingdom of God, will be the
most contrary to my former blemishes? And
what efforts of goodness will be the noblest and
most palpable contradiction to the miscarriages
with which I havebeen chargeable?”’ Yet more par-
ticularly, “ What signal thing shall I do, to save
others from dishonouring the great God by such
miscarriages as those into whichl myself once
fell? T will study such things;and perhaps the
sincerity and consolation of repentance cannot be
better studied than by such a conduct.

Give me leave to press this one more point of
prudence upon you. There are not a few persons
who have many hours of leisure in the way of their

- personal callings. When the weather takes them
off from their business, or when their shops are
not full of customers, they have little or nothing
to do. Now, sirs, the proposal is, * Be not
fools,” but redeem this time to your dwn advan-
tage—to the best advantage. To the man of leisure
as well as to the minister, itis an advice of wis-
dom, “ Give thyself unto reading.” Good books
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of all sorts may employ your leisure, and enrich
you with treasures more valuable than those which
You might have procured in your usual avocations. .
Let the baneful thoughts of idleness be chased out
of our minds. But then also, let some thoughts
on that subject, *“ What good may I do?” suc-
ceed them. When you have leisure to think on
that subject, you can have no excuse for neglect-
ing so to do.

e

TeE Useful man may now with much p¥opriety
extend and enlarge the sphere of his exertion. My
next proposal therefore shall be; let every man
consider the RELATION, in which God, the sove-
reign ruler, has placed him; and let him devise
what good he may do, that may render his rela-
tives the better for him. One great way to prove
ourselves really good, is to be relatively good. It
is by this, more than by any thing else, that we
‘ adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour.” It would
be a piece of excellent wisdom in a man, to make
the interest which he hasin the good opinion and
affection of any individuals, an advantage for do-
ing good to them. He that has a friend will shew
himself friendly indeed, if he think *“ Such a one
loves me, and will hearken to me; to what good « -
shall I take advantage from hence to persuade
him ?”

This will take place more particularly where the
endearing ties of natural affection give us an inte-
rest. Let us call over our several relations, and let
us devise something that may be called heroical
goodness, in eur discharging them. Why should
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we not, at least once or twice a week make this
relative goodness the subject of our inquiries and of
our purposes? Especially, let us begin with domes-
tic relations, and ¢ provide for those of our own
house,” lest we deny some glorious rules and hopes
of the christian faith, by our negligence.

First; In the CONJUGAL RELATION, how agree-
ably may they who are thus united, think on these
words; ¢ What knowest thou, O wife, whether
thou shalt save thy husband ? or, How knowest
thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife ?”

‘The HusBAND will do well to think; ¢ What
shall T do that my wife may have cause for ever to
bless God for having brought her to me?” And
“ What shall I do, that in my deportment towards
my wife, the kindness of the blessed Jesus towards
his church, may be exemplified?” That this ques-
tion may be the more perfectly answered, sir, ask
her to assist you in the answer ; ask her to tell you
what she would have you to do.

But then, the WIFE also, will do well to in-
quire; “ Wherein may I be to my husband a wife
of that character.——She will do him good and
not evil all the days of her life.” -

With my married friends I will leave an excel-
lent remark, which I find in the Memorials of Ger-
vase Disney, esq. —-*¢ Family passions cloud
faith, disturb duty, darken comfort.” You will
do the more good to one another, the more this
sentence is considered. When the husband and
the wife are always contriving to be blessings to
each other, I will say with Terfullian, Unde suf-
ficiam ad enarrandam felicitatem ejus matrimonii!*
O happy marriage!

# Where shall 1 find words to describe the happiness of that state ?
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PARENTS ! How much ought you to be devising
for the good of your children. Often consider, how
to make them ‘“ wise children;” how to carry on
a desirable education for them, an education that
may render them desirable; how te render them
lovely and polite, and serviceable to their genera-
tion. Often consider how to enrich their minds
with valuable knowledge ; how to instil into their
minds generous, gracious, and heavenly princi-
ples; how to restrain and rescue them from the
¢ paths of the destroyer,” and fortify them against
their peculiar temptations. There is a world of
good that you have to do for them. You are -
without the natural feelings of humanity if you are
not in a continual agony to do for them all the
good that lies in your power. It was no mistake
of Pacatus Drepanius, in his panegyric to Theo-
doéius; ‘ Instituente natura plus fere filios quam
nosmetipsos diligimus,”* E
I will prosecute the subject, by transcribing a
copy of PARENTAL RESOLUTIONS, which I have
somewhere met with.+
I. At the birth of my children, I would use
all due solemnity in the baptismal dedication and
consecration of them to the Lord. I would present
them to the baptism- of the Lord, not as a mere for-
mality ; but, wondering at the grace of the infinite v/ ’
God, who will accept my children as his, I would
resolve. to do all that I can that they may be his,
- I would now actually give them up to God, en-
treating that the child may be a child of God the
Father, a subject of God the Son, and a temple of

#* Nature teaches us to love our children as ourselves,

+ Probably composed by the author himself, though expressed in
this modest manner.
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God the Spirit; that it may be rescued from the
condition of a child of wrath, and be possessed and
employed by the Lord, as an everlasting instrument
of bis glory.

II. As soon as my children become capable
of attending to my instructions, I would frequently
admonish-them to be sensible of their baptismal en-
gagements to the lLiord: often remind them of
their baptism, and of the duties to which it binds
them.

I would often say to each of them, Child, you
have been baptised ; you were washed in the name
of the great God; now you must not sin against
him; to sin is to do a very filthy thing. You
must every day cry to God that he would be your
Father, your Saviour, your Leader; in your bap-
tism he promised that he would be so, if you
prayed to him. Child, you must renounce the
service of Satan, you must not follow the vanities
of this world ; you mast lead a life of serious reli-
gion ; im your baptism you were bound to the ser-
vice of your only Saviour. What is your name ?
—You must sooner forget this name that was given
you in your baptism, than forget that you are a
servant of Jesus Christ, whose name was then put
upon you. '

II1. Let me daily pray for my children with the
greatest constancy and fervency ; yea, let me daily
mention each of them by name before the Lord. 1
would importunately beg for all suitable blessings to
be bestowed upon them; that God would give
them grace, and give them glory, and withhold
no good thing from them ; that God would smile
on their education, and give his good angels charge
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over them, and keep them from evil, that it may
not grieve them; that when their father and mother
shall forsake them, the Lord may take them up.
Most earnestly would [ plead that promise in their
behalf; « The heavenly Father will give his Holy
Spirit to them that ask him.” O happy children,
if by asking, I may obtain the Holy Spirit for
them!

IV. I would early entertain the children with
delightful stories out of the Bible. In familiar
conversation I would go though the Bible, when
the “ olive-plants about my table” are capable of
being so watered. But 1 would always conclude
the history by some lessons of piety, to be inferred
from them.

V. 1 would single out some scriptural sen-
tences of the greatest importance; and some also
that contain special antidotes to the common
errors and vices of children. They shall quickly
get these golden sayings by heart, and be rewarded
with silver or gold, or some good thing, when
they do so. Such séntences as the following ;

Psalm, cxi. 10.

The fear of the Liord is the beginning of wisdom. '

Matthew, xvi. 26.

What is a man_profited, .if he gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?

1 Timothy, i. 15.

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners,

of whom I am chief.

Matthew, vi. 6.
Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father which isin secret.

“
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Eccles. xii. 14.
God shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing.
Ephesians, v. 25.
Put away lying, speak every one the truth.
Psalm, cxxxviii. 6.
The Lord hath respect unto the lowly, but the
proud he knoweth afar off.
Romans, xii. 17. 19.
Recompence to no one evil for evil. Dearly be-
loved, avenge not yourselves.
Nehemiah, xiii. 18.
They bring wrath upon Israel, by profaning
the sabbath.

A Jewish treatise, quoted by Wagenseil, tells
us, that among the Jews, when a child began to
speak, the father was bound to teach him that verse,
Deut. xxxiii. 4. *“ Moses commanded us a law,
even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.”
O, let me betimes make my children acquainted
with the law which our blessed Jesus has com-
manded us! It is the best inheritance I can give
them.

VI. I would cause my children to learn the
catechism. In catechising them, I would break
the answer into many smaller and appropriate ques-
tions; aud by their answer to them, observe and
quicken their understandings.* 1 would connect
with every truth, some duty and practice; and
expect them to confess it, consent to it, and
resolve uponit. As we go on in our catechising,

* The Assembly’s Catechism broken info short questions in this
manner, was lately re-published by the Editor, and entitled ¢ The
. Assembly’s Catechism Dissected :” sold by the Publishess of this
book.



49

they shall, wheu they are able, turn to the proofs,
read them, and inform me, what they prove, and
in what manner. Then I will watch an opportu-
nity to put more nice and difficult questions to
them, and improve the times of conversation
with my family, for conferemees on religioas sub-
Jjects.

VII. I would be anxious, till I may be able to
say of my children, Bebold, they pray! I would
therefore teach them to pray. Butafter they have
learned a form of prayer, I will press them to pro-
ceed to points which are not in their form. I
will shew them the state of their own souls; and!
-on every discovery will inquire of them, what they
think ought now to be their prayer. 1 will direct
them every morning to take one or two texts out
of the sacred Scriptures, and thence to form adesire,
which they shall add to their usual prayer. When'
they have heard a sermon, I will repeatto them the’
main subject of it, and ask them thereupon, what'
they have now to pray for. I will charge them’
with all possible cogency, to pray in secret, and
often say to each of them, Child, I hope you do not:
forget my charge to you about secret prayer; yonr
crime is very great, if you do.

VIIL I would betimes do what I can to pro-
duce a temper of bepignity in my children, both
towards one another and towards all other persons.
I will instruct themr how ready they should be to
communicate to others a part of what they have;
and they shall not want for encouragemrent when
they discover a loving, courteous, and benevolent
disposition. I will give them now and then a piece -
of money, that with their own little hands, they"

may dispense something to the poor. Yea, if any
D
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one has hurt or vexed them, I will not only forbid
all revenge, but will also oblige them todo a kind-
ness, as soon as possible, to the vexatious person.,
All coarseness of language or behaviour in them, I
will discountenance.

1X. I would be solicitous to have my children
expert, not only at reading with propriety, but
also at writing a fair hand. 1 will then assign
them such books to read, as I may judge most
agreeable and profitable; obliging them to give me
some aceount of what they read; but will keep a
strict eye on what they read, lest they should stum-

_ble on the Devil’s library and poison themselves
V" with foolish romances, novels, plays, songs, or jests,
¢ that are not convenient.” Iwill direct them
also, to write out such things as may be of the
greatest benefit to them; and they shall have their
blank books neatly kept, on purpose to enter such
passages as I recommend to them. I will partien-
larly require them now and then fo compose a
PRAYER, and bring it to me, that so I may dis-
cern what sense they have of their own everlasting
interests.

X. I wish that my children may, at a very
early period, feel the principles of reason and ho-
nour working in them; and that I may proceed in .
their education, chiefly on these principles. There-
fore I will wholly avoid that fierce, harsh, crab-
bed usage of the children, that would make them
dislike and tremble to come into my presence. I
will treat them so, that they shall fear to offend
me, and yet heartily love to see me, and be glad
of my returning home when I have been abroad. 1
would bave it considered as asevere and awful
punishment for a crime in the family, to be for-
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bidden for a while to come into my presence. I

would excite in them a high opinion of their

father’s love to them, and,of his being better

able to judge what is good for them, than they

are for themselves. I would bring them to be-

lieve that it is best for them to be and to do

as I would bave them. Hence I would con-’
tinually insist upon it, what a charming thing

it is, to inow the things that are excellent, and
how much better still to do the things that are
virtuous. I wish them to propose it to them-
selves as a reward of good behaviour ; “ I will now
go to my father, and he will teach me something
that I never knew before.” I would have them’
afraid of doing any base thing, from a horror of the
baseness there is in it. My first animadversion
on a smaller fault shall be, an exclamation of sur-
prize and wonder, vehemently expressed before
them, that ever they should be guilty of doing so
foolishly, with an earnest expectation that they
will never do the like again. I will also endea-’
vour to excite in them a weeping resolution to
this effect. I will never use corporeal punish-
ment, except it be for an atrocious crime, or for

a smaller fault obstinately persisted in. I would
ever proportion chastisements to faults ; not punish
severely for a very small instance of childishness; -
and only frowna little for some real wickedness.
Nor shall my chastisements ever be dispensed in
passion and fury; but I will first shew them the
command of God, by transgressing which, they
have displeased me. The slavish boisterous man-
ner of education too commonly used, I consider
as no small article in the wrath and curse of God

~ upona miserable world.
' ' D2
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XI1I. As soon as we can, we will advance to
still bigher principles. 1 will often tell the chil-
dren what cause they have to love a glorious Christ

" who has died for them ; how much he will be pleased
with their well-doing ; and what a noble thing it
is to follow his example, which example I will de-
scribe to them. I will often tell them that the eye
of God is upon them; that he knows all they do,
and hears all they speak. I will frequently remind
them that there will be a time, when they must
appear before the holy Lord; and that they must
now do mnothing which may then be a source
of grief and shame to them. I will set before
them the delights of that heaven which is prepared
for pious children ; and the torments of that hell
which is prepared for wicked ones. I will inform.
them of the kind offices which the good angels
perform for children who fear God, and are afraid
of sin; how the devils tempt them to do bad
things ; how they hearken to the devils, and are
like them when they do such things; what mis-
chiefs these evil spirits may obtain permission to
do in the world, and how awful it would be to
dwell among the devils, in the‘ place of dragons.”

I will cry to God, that he may make them feel the
power 'of these principles.

XII. When the children are of a proper age
or it, I will sometimes have them with me alone,
and converse with them about the state of their
souls; their experiences, their proficiency, their
temptations ; obtain their declared consent to every
article in the covenant of grace; and then pray
with them, earnestly entreating that the Lord
would bestow his grace upon them, and thus make -
them witnesses of the agony with which I am tra-
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vailing to see the image of Christ formed in them.
Certainly they will never forget such exercises as |
these!

XIII. I would be very watchful and cautious
about the companions of my children. I would be’
very inquisitive to learn what company they keep.
If they are in danger of being ensnared by vicious
company, I will earnestly pull them out of it, as
“ brands out of the burning;” and will try to pro-
cure for them fit and usefal associates.

XIV. As in catechising the children, so in
the repetition of the public sermons, I would use
this method: I would put every truth into the
form of a question, to be answered with yes, or
no. By this method I hope to awaken their atten-
tion; as well as enlighten their understandings.
And thus I shall have an opportunity to ask, Do
you desire such and such a grace; with other
similar questions. Yea, I may by this means have
an opportunity to demand, and perhaps to obtain,
their early, frequent, and, I would hope, sincere
consent to the glorious articles of the new covenant.
The Spirit of grace may fall upon them in this
action, and they may be seized by him, and pos- \
sessed by him as his temples, through eternal
ages.

XV. When a day of Humiliation arrives, I
will make them know the meaning of the day ; and
after some time given them to consider of it, I will
require them to tell me, what special afflictions
they have met with, and what good they hope to
get by those afflictions. On a day of Thanksgiv-
ing, they shall also be made to know the intent
of the day; and after consideration; they shall in-
form me, what mercies of God to them they take

L
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special notice of, and what duties to God, they
confess and resolve to perform under such obliga-
tions. Indeed, for something of this importance,
to be pursued in my conversation with them, I
would not coufine myself to the solemn days, which
may occur too seldom for it; but, particularly,
where the birth-days of any of the children arrive,
I wounld take theém aside, and remind them of the
age, which, having obtained help of God, they
have attained: and tell them how thankful they
should be for the mercies of God, upon which they
have hitherto lived; and how fruitful they should
be in all goodness, that so they may still enjoy
their mercies. And I would inquire of them,
whether they have ever yet begun to mind the work
which God sent them into the world to perform;
what attempts they have made towards it; and
how they design to spend the rest of their time, if
God continue them in the world.

XVI. When the children are in any trouble,

whether sickness or otherwise, I will take advan-
tage of the occasion, to set before them the evil of
sin, the cause of all our trouble; and will represent
to them, how fearful a thing it will be, to be cast
among the damned, who are in unceasing and end-
less trouble. I willset before them the benefit of
an interest in Christ, by which their trouble will be
sanctified to them, and they will be prepared for
death, and for fuluess of joy in a happy eternity
-after death.

XVII. 1 wish, that among all the branches of a
polite education, which I would endeavour to give
my children, each of them, the daughters as well
as the sons, may have so much acquaintance with
some profitable avocation (whether it be painting,
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or the law, or medicine, or any other employment
to .which their own inclination may the most lead
them,) that they may be able to obtain for them-
_ selves a comfortable subsistence, if by the provi-
dence of God, they should ever be brought into
deititute circumstances. Why should not they be
thus instructed as well as Paul, the Tent-maker!
Children of the highest rank, may have occasion
to bless their parents who made such a provision
for them. The Jews have a sayiug on this subject,
which is worthy to be mentioned: ¢ Quicunque
filium suum non docet opificium, perinde est ac si
eum docet latrocinium.”# ~
XVIIIL. As early as possible, I would make my
children acquainted with the chief end for which
they are to live; that so their youth may not be
-altogether vanity. I would shew them that their
chief end must be to acknowledge the great God,
and to bring others to acknowledge him; and
that they are never acting wisely nor well, but
when they are so doing. I would shew them,
what these acknowledgments are, and how they
are to be made. I would make them able to
answer the grand question, “ For what purpose do
you live; and what is the end of the actions that
employ your lives?” 1 would teach them, how
their Creator and Redeemeris to be obeyed in every
thing,and how every thing is to be done in obe-
dience to him; I would instruct them in what man-
ner even their diversions, their ornaments, and the
tasks of their education must all be managed to fit
them for the further service of Him to whomI
have devoted them, and how, in these also, his

* Whoever teaches ngt his son some trade or bnsmess, does in
reslity teach him to be n thief,
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commandments must be the rule of all theydo. I
would therefore sometimes surprise them with an
inquiry, ¢ Child, what is this for? Give me a
good account why you do it.” How comfortably
shall I see them ¢ walking in the light,” if ]
may bring them wisely to answer this question;
and what * children of the light” they will be!

XIX. I would sometimes oblige the children to

retire, and. ponder om that question; ¢ What
“should I wigh to have done, if I were now dying?”
After they shall have reported to me their own
answer to the question, I will take occasion from
it, to inculcate upon them the lessons of Godliness.
Iwould also direct and oblige them, at a proper
time, seriously to realise their own appearance be-
fore the awful judgment-seat of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and to consider, what they have to plead,
that they may notbe sent away into everlasting
punishment; what they have to plead, that they
may be admitted into the Holy City, I would
jnstruct them what plea to prepare: first, shew
them how to get a part in the righteonsness of him
‘who is to be their Judge, by receiving it with a
thankful faith, as the gift of infinite grace to the-
distressed and unworthy sinner: then shew them
bow to prove that their faith is gennine by their
eontinual endeavour in all things to please Him
who is to be their Judge, and to serve his kingdom
end interest in the world. And I would charge
them fo make this preparation.

XX. If Ilive to see the children arrive at a mar-
riagenble age, I would, before I consult with hea-
ven on earth for their best accommodation in the
married state, aim at the espousal of their souls to
their only Saviour. I would, as plainly and as

SRS - S
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fully as I cun, propose to them the terms on which"
the glorious Reedeiner will espouse them to himself,
in righteousness and judgment, favour and mer-~
cies for ever; and solicit their consent to his °
proposal and overtures; then I would proceed to
do what may be expected from a tender parent for
them, in their temporal.circumstances.

From these parental resolutions, how reason-
ably, how naturally, may we pass on to say,——

CHILDREN, the fifth commandment confirms all
your other numberless and powerful obligations
often to inquire ** Wherein may I be a blessing to
my parents?”’ Ingenuousness of disposition would
make this the very summit of your ambition, to be
a credit and a comfort to your parents; to sweeten,
and it may be, to lengthen the lives of those,
from whom, under Geod, you have received yout
own. And God the Rewarder, usually gives to such
a conduct, even in this life, a most observable re-
compence. But it is possible, you may be the
happy instruments of more than a little good to the
souls of your parents. Yea, though they should
be pious parents, you may, by some delicate me-
thods, be the instruments of their growth in piety
and preparation for the heavenly world. Happy,
thrice happy children, who are thus favoured!
Among the Arabians, a father sometimes takes his
name from an eminent son, as well as a son, from
his reputable father. Truly, a son, may be sucha
blessing to his father that the best sirname for the
glad fa@ex_wo\uld be, ¢ the father of such a one.”

MASTERS, yeu, and MISTRESSES too, must
have their devices, how to do good to their ser-
vants; how to make them the servants of Christ;

and the children of God. God, whom you must
o Db
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remember to be ¢ your Master in heaven,” has
brought them to you, and placed them under your
care. Who can tell for what good he has brought
them ? What if they should be the elect of God,
fetched from different parts, and brought into your
families, on purpose, that by means of their sitn-
ation, they may be brought bome fo the Shep-
herd of souls! O that the souls of our servants
were more regarded by us! that we might give a
better demonstration that we despise not our own
souls, by doing what we can for the souls of our
servants! How can we pretend to Christianity, -
when we do no more to christianise our servaunts!
Verily, you must give an account to God con-
cerning them. If they should be lost through
your negligence, what answer can you make to
¢ God, the Judge of all?”’ Methinks, common
principles of gratitude should incline you to study
the happiness of those, by whose labours your
lives are so much accommodated. Certainly, they
would be the better servants to you, more faith-
. ful, honest, industrious, and submissive, for your'
bringing them into the service of yaur common
Lord.* o
I have somewhere met with a paper under this
title, the RESOLUTION OF A MASTER ; which may
be properly inserted in this place.t
. 1. I would always remember, that my servants
are, in some sense, my children ; and by taking
care that they want nothing which may be good
for them, I would make them as my children;

* Inthe ariginal work, some observations are made in this place
with respeet to the usage of slaves ; but as the subject has happily no
" gonnectian with our conatry, the passage is here omwitted.
+ The modesty of the author thus expresses, probably, his owa
produation,
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and, as far as the methods of instilling piety into
the mind, which I use with my children, may be
properly and prudently used with my servants, they
shall be partakersin them. Nor will I leave them
ignorant of any thing, wherein I may instruct them
to be useful to their generation.

11, T will see that my servants be furnished with
Bibles, and be able and careful to read the lively
oracles. | will put Bibles and other good and pro-
per books into their hands; will allow them time
toread, and assure myself that they do not mis-
spend this time. If I can discern any wicked
books in their hands, I will take away from them
those pestilential instruments of wickedness. They
shall also write as well as read, if I may be able to

~ bring them to it. And I will appoint them, now
and then,such things to write, as may be for their
greatest advantage.

IIL. I will have my servants present at the reli-

" gious exercises of my family ; and will drop either
in the exhortations, in the prayers, or in the daily

{ sacrifices of the family, such passages as may
have a tendeney to quicken a sense of religion in
them.
- 1V. The article of catechising, as far as the age
or state of the servants will permit it to be done
with decency, shall extend to them also. And
they shall be concerned in the conferences in
which I may be engaged with my family, in the
repetition of the public sermons, If any of them,
when they cometo me, shall not have ‘learned the
catechism, I will take care that they do it, and
will give them a reward when they have accom-
plished it.
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V. I will be very inquisitive and solicitous about
the company chosen by my servants; and withall
possible earnestness will rescue them from the snares
* of evil company, and forbid their being the *“ com~
panions of fools.”

V1. Such of my servants as may be capable of
the task, I will employ to teach lessons of piety
to my children, and will recompence them for so
doing. ButI would, by a particular artifice, con-
trive them to be such lessons as may be for their
own edification too.

VII. I will sometimes call my servants alone,
talk to them about the state of their souls; tell
them how to close with their only Saviour ; charge
them to do well, and ¢ lay. hold on eternal life;”
and shew them very particularly bow they may
render all they do for me, a service to the glorious
Lord; how they may do allfrom a principle of
ohedience to  him, and become entitled to the
“ reward of the heayenly inheritance.”

To.these resolutions I add the following passages
a5 an Appendix.:

. ‘Age is nearly sufficient, with some masters, to
_obhterute every letter and action in the history of a,*
merjtorious life ; and old services are generally bu-
- ried . under: the ruins of an old earcase. It.is a
barbarous inbumanity in men. towards their ser-
vants, - to account their small failings as crimes,
without allowing their past services to have been
virtues. Gracious, God, keep thy servant from
such base ingratitude!.

But . then, O SERVANTS, if. you would obtain
‘““ the reward of the inheritance,” each of you.
should set yourself to inquire— How shall I ap-

e et o M p—— . — . .
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prove myself such a servant that the Lord may
bless the house of my master the more for my be-
ing in it?” Certainly, there are many ways in
which servants may become blessings. Let your
* studies, with your continual prayers for the welfare
of the families to which you belong, and the ex-
ample of your sober carriage, render you such. If
you will but remember four words,and attempt all
that is comprised in them
OBEDIENCE—HONESTY—INDUSTRY —and PIETY,
you will be the blessings, and the Josephs of the
families in which you live. Let these four words
be distinctly and frequently recollected ; and cheer-
fully perform @1l your business, on this considera-
tion—that it is an obedience to heaven, and from

. thence will have a recompence. It was-the ob- -

servation even of Pagan, ¢ that a master may
receive a benefit from a servant;” and, * Quod fit
affectu amici, desinit esse ministerium”~—*“ What
is done with the affection of a friend, ceases to be
the act of a mere servant.” Kven the MAID SER-
VANTS of the house may render a great service to
it, by instructing the infants, and instilling into
their minds, the lessons of goodness. Thus, by
Bilhah and Zilpah, may children be born again;
thus, the mistresses, by the travail of their hand-
maids, may have children brought into the king-
dom of God. )

I proceed—Humanity teaches us to take notice
of all our kindred. Nature bespeaks what we call
a ¢ natural affection” to all ‘who are a-kin to us;
to be destitute'of it is a very bad character; it is
& brand on the worst of men, on such as forfeit
the name of man. But Christianity is intended to
improve it, Our natural 'affection is to be im-

»
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proved into a religious intention. Reader, makea

~ catalogue of all your more distant relatives. Con-

~

sider them one by one; and make each of them -
the subject of your “ good devices.,” Ask this

‘question: “ How may I pursue the good of such a
relative? By what means may I render such a

relative the better for me?” It is possible that you

may do something for your relatives which may

afford them cause to bless God for yeur relation to

them. Have they no: calamity under which you

may give them relief ? Is there no temptation

against which you may give them'some caution?

Is there no article of their prosperity to which you

may be subservient? At least, with your affectio-

nate prayers, you may go over your catalogue ; you

may pray for each of them successively by name;

and why may you not put proper books of piety

into their hands, to be durable memorials of their

duties to God, and of your desires for their good?

THis excellent zeal should be extended to the
VNEIGHBOURHOOD. Neighbours! you stand related
to each other; and you should contrive how
others should have reason to rejoige in your neigh-
bourhood. ¢ The righteous is more excellent
than his neighbour;” but we shall scarcely allow
him to be so, unless he be more excellent as a
neighbour: he must excel in the duties of good
neighbourhood. Let that man be better than his
neighbour, who labours most to be a better neigh-
bhour—to do most good to his neighbour,
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And here, first, the poor people that lie wounded
must have oil and wine poured into their wounds.
It wasa charming trait in the character of a mo-
dern prince—* To be in distress, is to deserve his
favour.” O good neighbour! put on that princely,
that more than royal quality. See who in the
neighbourhood may thus deserve thy favour. We
are told that ‘¢ pire religion and undefiled (a jewel
not counterfeited, and without a flaw,) is to visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction.” g The
orphans and the widows, and all the children of
‘affliction in the neighbourhood, must be visited
and relieved with all suitable kindnesses.

Neighbours! be concerned that the orphans and
the widows may be well provided for. Jhey meet
with grievous difficulties, with unknown tempta-
tions. When their nearest relatives were living,
they were, perhaps, but meanly provided for : what
then must be their present solitary condition? That
condition should be well considered; and the re-
sult of the consideration should be—¢ I delivered
the orphan whohad no helper, and I caused the
widow’s heart to sing for joy.”

By the same rule—All the afflicted in the neigh-
bourhood are to be considered. Would it be too
much for you, once in a week at least, to think
— What neighbour is reduced to pinching and’
painful poverty, or impoverished with heavy losses?
——What neighbour is languishing with sickness,
especially-with severe disease, and of long continu-
ance ? What neighbour is broken-hearted with
the loss of a dear and desirable relative 2——What
neighbour has a soul violently assaulted by the’
enemy of souls?” and then, consider, * What can
be done for such neighbours ?”
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In the first place, You will pify them. The
evangelical precept is, *“ Have compassion one of
another—be pitiful.” It was of old and ever will
be a just expectation, * To him that is affiicted,
pity should be shewn;” and let our pity 'to the
distressed, be expressed by our prayer for them.
It would be a very lovely practice for you in the
daily prayer of your closet every evening to think,
¢ What miserable object have I seen to-day, for
whom I may do well now to entreat the mercies
of the Lord?” But this is not all; it is possible,
" nay probable, that you may do well to visit them ;
and when youvisit them, comfort them; carry
them some good word, which may raise gladness
in a heartystooping with heaviness. )
And, lastly: Render them all the assistance
which their necessities may require. Assist them
. by your advice ; assist them by obtaining the help
of other persons on their f)ehalf; and, if it be
needful, bestow your ALMS upon them ; “ Deal thy
bread to the hungry; bring to thy house the poor
that are cast out ; when thou seest the naked, cover
him:” at least, exercice. Nazianzen’s charity ;—
“Si nihil habes, da lacrymulam;’—* If you
have nothing else to bestow upon the miserable,
bestow a tear or two upon their miseries.” This
little is better than nothing.
Would it be amiss for you, always to have lying
by you, a list of the poor in your neighbourhood,
» or of those whose calamities may call for the as-
sistance of the neighbourhood ? Such a list would
often furnish you with matter for useful conversa-
tion, when you are conversing with your friends,
whom you may hereby ¢ provoke to love and to
| good works.”
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X will go on to say, Be glad of opportunities to
+do good in your neighbourhood: yea, look out
for them! lay hold on them with a rapturous assi-
duity. Be sorry for all the sad circumstances of
Your neighbour which render your exertions neces-
sary; yet, be glad, if any one tell you of them.
Thank him who gives you the information, as
having therein done you a very great kindness,
Let him know that he could not, by any means,
have obliged you more. Cheerfully embrace every
opportunity of shewing civility to your neighbours, .
whether by lending, by watching, or by any other
" method 'in your power. And let the pleasantness
of your countenance prove that you do-this wil-
lingly; ¢ Cum munere vultum.” ¢ Let your wis-
dom cause your face to shine.” Look upon your
neighbours, not with a cloudy, but with a serene
and shining face! and shed the rays of your kind-
ness upon them, with such affability, that they
may see they are welceme to all you can do for
them. Yea, stay not until you are told of oppor-
tunities to do good, but inquire after them and let
the inquiry be solicitous and unwearied. The in-
comparable pleasure which attends the performance
of acts of benevolence, is worth a diligent inquiry.
There was a generous Pagan, who counted a day
lost, in whichhe had notobliged some one. ¢ Amici,
- diem perdidi!”% O Christian, let us try whether
we cannot contrive to do something for one or
other of our neighbours, every day that passes over
our heads. Some do so; and with a better spirit
than ever actuated Titus Vespasian. Thrice, in
the scriptures we find the good angels rejoicing;

* Friends, I have losta day!
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it isalways at the good of others: to rejoice in the
good of others, and especially in doing good to them,
is angelical goodness.

In promoting the good of the nelghbourhood I
wish above all, that you will consult their spiritual
good. Be concerned lest ¢ the deceitfulness of
gin” should destroy any of your neighbours. If
there be any idle people among them, take pains to
cure them of their idleness: do not nourish and
harden them in it, but find employment for them;
get them to work, and keep them to work; and
then be as bountiful to them as you please,

If awy poor children in the neighbourhood are
totally destitute of educution, do not suffer them
to remain. in that state. Let care be taken that
they may be taught to read, tolearn their catechism,
and the truths and ways of their only Saviour.

Once more. If any persons in the neighbour-
hood are taking to bad courses, affectionately and
faitbfully admonish them; if any act as enemies
to their own welfare, or that of their families, pru-
dently dispense your admonitions to them ; if there
be any prayerless families, cease not to entreat and
exhort them, till you have persuaded them to com-
mence domestic worship, If there be any ser-
vice of God or his people, to which any ope is
backward, tenderly excite him to it. What-
ever snare you perceive a neéighbour exposed to,
be so kind as to warn him against it. By fur-
nishing your neighbours with good books or traets,
and obtaining their promise to read them, who can
tell how much good may be doune! Itis possible,
* that in this way, you may administer with inge-
unuity and efficacy,such reproofs as yourneighbours
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may need, and without hindering your personal
conversation with them on the same subjects, if
they need your particular advice.

Finally, If there be any bad houses, which
threaten to debauch and poison your neighbours;
let your charity induce youto exert yourself as
much as possible for their suppression.

That my proposal * to do good in the neigh-
bourhood, and as a neighbour,” may be more fully
formed and followed, I will conclude by reminding
you that much self-denial will be requisite in the
execution of it; you must be armed eagainst all
selfish intentions in these generous attempts. You
must not employ your good actions as persons use
water, which they pour into a pump, to draw up
something for yourselves. Our Lord’s direction
is,* Lend, hoping for nothing again,”* and do
good to such as you are never likely to be the better
for.

But then, there is something still higher to be
required : that is, Do good to those neighbours
who have done you harm ;” so saith our Saviour,
¢ Love your enemies; bless them that curse you ;
do good to them that hate you,and pray for them
that despitefully use you, and persecute you.”
Yea, if an injury have been done you by any one,
consider it as a provocation to confer a benefit on
him. Thisis noble! It will afford much consola-

*To lend a thing, is, properly, to hope that we shall receive it
again ; and this probably refers to the EraNismos, or Collation,
usual among the ancients, of which we find frequent mention in his.
tory. If any man by a fire, shipwreck, or other disaster, had lost
his estate, his friends used to lend him a considerable sum to be re--
puid, not at a certain day, but when he should find himself able, with
convenience, to repay it. Now persons would rarely lend on such
occasions, unless they had some reason to hope they should again
receive their money, and that the persons to whom it was lent, shapid
plso requite their kinduess, if they should ever need it.
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tion. Some other method might make you even
with your forward neighbours; but this will place
you above them all. It were nobly done, if in
your evening retirement you offer a petition to
God for the pardon and prosperity of any person
who has injured you in the course of the day : and
it would be excellent if, in looking over the cata-
logue of such as have injured you, you should be
able to say, (the only intention that can justify
your keeping such a catalogue,) There is not one
of these, to whom I have not done, or attempted
to do, a kindness. Among the Jews themselves,
the Hasideans offered this daily petition to God,
“ Remitte et condona omnibus qui vexant nos.”*
Christians, exceed them: Justin Martyr tells us
they did so in pnmmve times—¢ they prayed for
their enemies.’

But I must not stop here; something higher still
is requisite. Do good to those neighbours who
will speak evil of you for doing so; * Thus,” saith
our Saviour,‘ ye shall be the children of the
Highest, who is kind to the unthankful, and to the
evil.” You will constantly meet with Monsters
of Ingratitude; and if you distinguish a person,
by doing far more for him than for others, that
very person perhaps will do you an injury. O the
wisdom of Divine Providence, by which this is
permitted, that you may learn to do good on a
divine principle—good, merely for the sake of
good! ¢ Lord, increase our faith !”

There is a memorable passagein the Jewish re-
cords. A certain gentleman was remarkably ge-
nerous, and many persons were constantly relieved
by his bounty. One day he-asked the following

* Forgive all who trouble and harrass us.
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question; ¢ Well, what do our people say te-
day?” The answer was, “ Sir, the people par-
took of your favours, and blessed you very fer-
vently.” ¢ Did they so ?” said he, ¢ Then I
shall have no great reward for this day.” At ano-
ther time, he asked tke same question—¢“ Well,
and what say our people now?”’ They replied,
¢« Alas! good Sir, the people enjoyed your favours
to-day, and after eall, they did nothing but rail
at you.” ¢ Indeed!” said he, ¢ then for this
day I am sure that God will give me a good and a
great reward.” Thus then, though vile construc-
tions and harsh invectives should be the present
reward of your best offices for the neighbourhood ;
yet be not discouraged; ¢ Thy work shall be
rewarded,” saith the Lord. If ypur opportu-
nities to do good extend no further, yet T will offer
you a consolation, which a certain writer has thus
elegantly expressed; *“ He who praises God only
on a ten-stringed instrument; whose authority
-extends no further than his own family, nor his
example beyond his own neighbourhood, may have
as thankful a heart here, and as high 4 place in
the celestial choir hereafter, as the greatest mo-
narch, who praises God upon an instrument of
ten thousand strings, and upon the loud sounding
organ, having as many millions of pipes as there
are subjectsin his empire.”

We cannot dismiss this part of the subject, ‘with-
out offering a PROPOSAL, to animate and regulate
" PRIVATE MEETINGS of religious persouns, for the
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exercises of religion. It is very certain that when
such private meetings have been maintaised, and
well conducted, the Christians who have composed
them have, like so many ‘“ coals of the altar,”
kept one another alive, and been the means of
maintaining a lively christianity in the neighbour-
hood. Such societies have been strong and ap-
proved instruments, to uphold the power of god-
liness. The disuse of such societies bhas been
accompanied with a visible decay of religion: in
proportion as they have been discontinued or dis-
regarded in any place, the less has godliness flou-
rished.

The rules observed by some ASSOCIATED Fa-
MILIES, may be offered with advantage, on this
occasion. They will shew us what good may be
done in 2 neighbourhood, by the establishment of
such societies.

1. It is proposed, That a select number of fami-
lies, perhaps about twelve, agree to meet, (the

men and their wives) at each other’s houses alter-
' nately, once in a fortnight or a month, or other-

wise as shall be thought most proper, and spend a

suitable time together, in religious exercises.

2. The exercises of religion proper for such a
meeting are; for the brethren in rotation to com-
mence and conclude with prayer; for psalms to be
sung ; and for sermons to be repeated.

3. 1t were desirable, for the ministers, now and
then, to be present at the meeting, and pray with
them, instruct and exhort them, as they may see

- occasion.

4. Candidates for the ministry may do well to
perform their first offices here, and thereby prepare
themselves for further services.
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6. One special design of the meeting should be,
with united prayers to ask the blessing of heaven
on the family where they are assembled, as well as
on the rest : that with the wonderousforce ofunited
prayers, “ two or three may agree on earth, to ask
such things” as are to be done for the families, by
¢ our Father which is in heaven.”

6. The members of such a society should con-
sider themselves as bound up in one ¢ bundle of
love ;” and count themselves obliged, by very

“close and strong bonds, to be serviceable to one
another. If any onein the society should fall into
affliction, all the rest should presently study to re-
lieve and support the afflicted person in every pos-
sible way. If any one should fall into temptation,
the rest should watch over him, and with the ¢ spi- -
rit of meekness,” with ¢ meekness of wisdom,”
endeavour to recover him. It should be likealaw
of the Medes and Persians to the whole society,—
tbat they will, upon all just occasions, affectionately
give and receive mutual admonitions of any thing
that they may see amiss in each other. -

7. 1Itis not easy to calculate the good offices
which such & society may do to many other per-
sons, besides its own members. The prayers of
such well-disposed societies, may fetch down mar-
vellous favours from heaven on their pastors ; their
lives may be prolonged, their gifts augmented,
their graces brightened, and their labours pros-
pered, in answer to the supplications of such asso-
ciated families. The interests of religion may be
also greatly promoted in the whole flock, by their
fervent supplications; and the Spirit of Grace
mightily poured out upon the rising generation;
yea, the country at large may be the better for
them.
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8. The society may, on peculiar occasions, set
apart whole days for fasting and prayer. The suc-
‘cess of such days has been sometimes very remark-
able, and the savour which they have left on the
minds of those who have engaged in them, has’
been such, as greatly to prepare them to ¢ show
forth the death of the Lord,” at his holy table;
yea, to meet their own death, when God has been
pleased to appoint it.

9, It is very certain, that the devotions apd
conferences carried on in such a society, will not
only have a wonderful tendency to produce the
¢« comfort of love” in the hearts of good men-to-
wards one another; but that their ability to serve
many valuable interests will also thereby be much
increased.

10. Unexpected opportunities to do good will
arise to such a society ; and especially if such a
plan as the following were adopted :—That the
men who compose the society, would now and
then spend half an hour by themselves, in consi-
dering that question—HWhat good is there {o de
.done 2>—More particularly,—

Who are to be called upon to do their duty, in
coming to special ordinances ?

Who are in any peculiar adversity yand what
may be done to comfort them ?

What contention or variance may there be
among any of our neighbours; and what may be
done for healing it ?

What open trangressions do any live in; and
who shall be desired to carry faithful admonitions to
them ?

Finally ; What is there to be done for the advan-
tage and advancement of our holy religion ?
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In the primitive times of christianity, much use
was made of a saying, which was ascribed to Mat-
thias the Apostle: “ If the neighbour of an
elect, or godly man sin ; the godly man himself has —
also sinned.”. The intention of that saying was,
to point out the obligation of neighbours watch-
fully to admonish one another. O how much
may christians associated in religious societies
effect, by watchful and faithful admonitions, to —
prevent their being ¢ partakers in other men’s sins !”
The man who shall produce and promote such
societies, will do an incalculable service to the
neighbourhood.

I proceed to mention another sort of socxety, .
namely, that of YOUNG MEN ASSOCIATED. )
Societies of this description, duly menaged, and

countenanced by the Pastor, have been incom-
parable nurseries to the churches. Young men
are hereby preserved from very many temptations, _
rescued from the ¢ paths of the Destroyer,” con-
firmed in the ¢ right ways of the Lord,” and

- much prepared for such religious exercises as will
be expected from them, when they shall them-
selves become householders.

I will here lay before the reader, some ORDERS
which have been observed in some societies of this
nature.

}. Let there be two hours at a time set apart for
the purpose; in which, let two prayers be offered
by the members in rotation ; and between the
prayers let there be singing, and the repetition of
a sermon.

2. Let all the members of the society resolve to
be charitably watchful over one another ; never to”
divulge each other’s infirmities; always to give in-~
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formation. of every thipg which may appear to call
Yor admonition, and to take it kindly whenever it
ip given.-

3. Let all who are to be admitted as members of
thé society, be aceompanied by two or'three of the
rest, to the minister of the place, that they may
Teceive his holy .counsel and directions, and that
every thing may be done with his approbation ;
after which, let their names be added to the roll..

4. If any person thus emrolled among them, fall
into a scandalous iniquity, let the rebukes of the
society be dispensed to him; and let them forbid
him to come among them any more, until he give
snitable evidence of repentance.

5. Let -the list be once a quarter ealled over;
and then, if it appear that any of the society have
much absented themselves, let some of the mem-
bers be sent to inquire the reason of their absence ;
and if no reason be given, but such as intimates an
apastacy from good beginnings, and if they remain
obstinate, let them be dismissed, with kind apd
faithful admonitions.

- 6, Once in three months, let there be a collec-.
tion, if necessary, out. of which the unavoidable
expences of the society shall be defrayed, and the
rest be employed for such pious purposes, as may
be agreed on.

7. Oncein two months, let the whole time be
devoted to supplications for the conversion and sal-
vation of the rising generation ; and particularly for .
the success of the Gospel in that congregation to
which the society belongs.

8. Let the whole society be exceedingly careful
that their conversation, while they are together,
after the other services of religion are over, have,
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nothing in it, that may have any taint of backe
biting or vanity, or the least relation to the affairs’
of government, or to things which do aot concern
them, and are not likely to promote their advan-

tage. But let their conversation be wholly on -

matters of religion, and those also, not dlsputable
and controversial subjects, but points of practical
piety. For this purpose, questions may be pro-
posed, on which every one, in order, may deliver
his sentiments; or, they may go through a cate-
chism; and every one, in rotation, may hear all
the rest recite the answers; or they may be di-
rected by their Pastor, to spend their time profit-
ably in some other manner.

9. Let every person in the socxety cousider lt as
a special task incumbent on him, to ook out for

Np—

some other hopeful young man, and to use all—

proper means to engage him in the resolutions of
godlmeqs, until he also shall be united. to the
society. And when a society shall in this manner
be increased to a fit number, let it use its influ-
ence to form other similar societies, who may hold
a useful correspondence with each other. '

The man who shall be the instrument of esta~
bhshmg such a society in a place, cannot compre-
hend what a long and rich train of good cense-
quences may result from his labours. And they
who shall in such a society carry on the dutles of
rehgmn, and sing the praises of a,glorqu. Chnst,
will hiave in themselves a blessed earnest, that they
shall be, associated together in the heayenly city,
and in the blessedness that shall never have an eng. .
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HITHEKTO my discourse has been a more ge-
neral address to persons of all conditions and
capacities. I have proposed a few devices, but
those which are equally applicable to private per-
sons, as ,to others. We will now proceed to ad-
dress those who are in a more public situation.
And because no men in the world are under such
obligations to do good as the MINISTERS OF THE
@OSPEL: “ it is necessary that the word of . God -
should be first spoken unto them.” I trust there-
sore, my fathers and brethren in the ministry will
¢ suffer the word of exhortation.” '
It must be admitted, that they who are *“ men of
God,” should be always at work for God. Cer-
tainly, they who are dedicated to the special ser-
vice of the Lord, should never be satisfied, but
when they are in the most sensible manuer serv-
ing him. Certainly, they whom the Great King
has brought nearer to himself than other men,
should be more unwearied than others, in endea-
vouring to advance hiskingdom. They whom the
. 'word of God calls Angels, ought certainly tobe ofan
~ angelical disposition ; always disposed to do good,
like the good angels;—ministers ever on the wing
to “ do His pleasure.” It is no improper pro-
posal, that they would seriously set themselves to
think, * What are the points wherein I should
be wise and do good, like an angel of God? Or,
if an angel were in the flesh, as I am, and in
such a post as mine, what methods may I justly
imagine that he would use to glorify God?”
What wonderful offices of kindness would the good
‘angels cheerfully perform for such their ¢ fellow
servants.”



(i

We must call upon our people, “ to be ready
to every good work.” We must go before
them in it, and by our own readiness at every
good work, show them the manner of performing
it. “ Timothy,” said the Apostle, ¢ Be thou
an example of the believers.,” It is a true maxim,
and you cannot think of it too frequently ;—< The
life of a minister is the life of his ministry.”
There is also another maxim of the same kind ;—
** The sins of teachers are the teachers of sins.”

Allow me, sirs, to say that your opportunities
to do good, are singular. Your want of worldly
riches, and generally of any means of obtaining
them, is compensated by those opportunities to do
good, with which you are enriched. The true
spirit of a minister will cause you to consider your-
selves enriched, when those precious things are
conferred upon you, and to prize them above
lands, or money, or any temporal possessions
whatever. “ In operibus sit abundantia mea;
divitiis per me licet, abundet, quisquis voluerit.”’*
Well said, brave Melancthon! '

1t is to be hoped, that the main principle which
actuated you, when you first entered upon the
evangelical ministry, was a desire to do good in
the world. If that principle. was then too feeble
in its operation, it is time that it should now act
more vigorously, and that a zeal for doing good
should now “ eat up” your time, your thoughts,
your all.

That you may be good men, and be mightily
inspired and assisted from heaven to do good,
it is needful that you should be men of prayer.

. : Let me abound ir good works, and | care not who abounds im
riches, ’
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This, my first request, ‘I suppose to be fully
admltte In pursuance of this intention, it ap-
pears very necessary that you should occasionally
get apart whole days for secret prayer and fasting,
pnd thus perfume your studies with extraardinary
devotions: such exercises may be also properly
accompanied with the giving of alms, to go up as
a ;nemonal before the Lord. By these meauns,
you may obtain, together with the pardon of your
unfruitfulness, (for which, alas! we have such
frequent occasion to apply to the great sacrifice,)
- awonderful improvement in piety and sanctity;
the vast importance of which, to form a useful mi-
pister, none can describe! ¢ Sanctify them in (or
for). thy truth,” said our Saviour. They should
be sanctzﬁed who would become instruments for
the propagation of the truth. You may obtain,
by prayer, such an ipfluence from heaven upon
your minds, and sich ap mdwelhng of the Holy
© Spirit, as will render you grave, discreet, humble,
generous, and worthy to be ¢ greatly beloved. »
You may obtain those influences from above that
will- dispel the enchantments, and conquer the
temptat.xons which might otherwise do much mis-
chief in your neighbourhood. You may obtain
d,uect;qn and assistance for the many services re-
quisite to be performed, in the discharge of your
ministry. Finally, you may fetch down unknown
blessings on your flocks, and on the people atlarge,
for whom you are to be the Lord’s remembrancers.

.. Your public prayers, if suitgbly composed, will
be -excellent enginesto “ do good.” - The more
Jquqxous, the more aﬁ'ecthnqte, the more argu-
mendative you are in them, the more you will
teaech your people to pray. ~And | would ask, bow
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éan you - prosecute any intention of piety amouy
:youu peeple more effectually, than by letting them
$ee you praying, weeping, striving, and in an im-
portunate agony before the Lord, in order to obtain
the blessing for them? The more appropriately
-you represent the various cases of your people in
‘your public prayers, the more devoutly sensible
you will make them of their own-cases; and by
this means they will obtain much consolation.
The prayers you offer at BAPTISMS, may ‘be so
‘managed as greatly to awaken in the minds-of all
present, a .sense of their baptismal obligations.
What effusions of the Holy Spirit may your people
experience, if your prayers at the table of the
Liord, should be such as Nasianzen describes his
father’s to have been;—*“ Made by the Holy Spirit
of God.” .

Your sermouns, if they be well studied, as they
ought ta be, from the consideration of their be-
ing offerings to God, as well as to -his people,
will “do good” beyond all expression. The man~
per of your studying them, may very much con-
tribute to their usefulpess. It is necessary that
you carefully consider the state of your flockss
and bring them snch truths, as will best snit their
preseat circumstances. In order to this, you will
observe their condition, their faults, their snares,
and their griefs; that you may ‘‘ speak a word in
season;”’ and that, if any remarkable providenge
occur among your people, you. may make e suitr
able improvement of it. It will be useful ta.con-
sider the different ages and ¢ircumstances of your
people, and what lessons of piety mey be inculr

* pcated on each; what exhortations should .bg giver
to the communicants, to those. who are under the
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. bonds of the covenant; what advice should be ad-~

dressed to the, aged; what admonitions to the
poor, to the rich, to the worldly, and to those
who are in public situations; what consolations
should be afforded to the afRicted ; and what in-
struction may be necessary, with respect to the
personal callings of your hearers. Above all, the
YOUNG must not be forgotten; you will employ
all possible means to cultivate early piety. Yea
you may do well to make it understood, that you
would willingly be informed, by any persons or
societies in your flocks, what snbjects they may
wish to hear explained. By giving them sermons
on such subjects, you will at least very much
edify those who requested them; and it is pro-
bable, many other persons besides.

In studying your sermons, it might be profit-
able, at the close of every paragraph, to pause,
and endeavour with ejaculations to heaven and
self-examination, to feel some impression of the
truths contained in that paragraph on your owm
mind, before you proceed any farther. By such
a practice, the hours which you spend in compos- -
ing a sermon, will prove to you so many hours of
devotion: the day in which you have made a
sermon, will even leave upon yuur mind such a
savour as a day of prayer commonly does. When

_ you come to preach the sermon, you will do

it with great liberty and assurance; and the truths
thus prepared will be likely to come with more
sensible warmth and life upon the auditory;—
from the heart and to the heart! A famous
preacher used to say, ““ I never dare to preach a

_.sermon to others, till I have first got some good -

by it myself.” And I will add, that such a me-
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thod is most hkel) to rendef 'ﬂr dséful to others.
Let the saying of the anciehts be remembered ;
<« Qui lud:t in cathedra, lugebit in gehenna ; ”'l=
and the modem saying; Cold preachers make
bold sinners.’

How much good may 'be, done, sirs, by your
isits! It would be welP for you to impose it as
& law upon yourselves; ¢ Never to make an un-
profitable visit.” Even when you pay a visit
merely for the sake of civility or entertainment, it .
would be easy for you to observe this law ; < That
you will drop some sentence or other, which may
be good for the use of edifying, before you leave
the company.” There have been pastors whe bave
been able to say, that they scarce ever went into
a house among their people, without some essay or .
purpose to do good in the house before they leftit.

The same rule might properly be observed with
such ascome to us, as weil as with those whom
we visit. Why should any of our people ever
come near us, without our contriving to speak
something to them that may be for their advan-
tage? Peter Martyr having spent many days in
Bucer’s house, published this report of his visit;
* Ausim affirmare, me ab illius mensa sempet
discessisse doctiorem !’{ I make no doubt that the
observation of this rule, may be very consistent
with an affable, and, as far as is suitable, a face-
tious conversation. But let’it be remembered,
that, “ Que sunt in ore popuh nuge, suat in
ore sacerdotis blasphemiee.”}

* He that trifles in the pulpu shall weep in hell,

4 I can truly affirm, that 1 uever left his table, without some ad-

dition to my knowledge.
1 What are but jests in the mouth of the people, are blusphemlei .

#athe mouth of the priest.
ES
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But, sirs, in your visits you will take a partf-
‘culgr notice 6f the widow, the orphan, and the
efflicted, and afford them all possible relief. The
Jbills, put, up in yoeur -congregation will, in some
measure, assist you to find out who need your -
-Nisits. .

When apy pecuha.r calamxty hath befallen any
,one, it is a suitable time to visit such a person, to
direct and persuade him to hear the voice of God
in the calamity, and to comply with the intent
and errand upon which it comes, Another very
proper time for a visit is, when any special deli-
verance has been received. Those who have been
~ thus faveured should be admonished to contrive

some remarkable manner in which they may ex-
press their thankfulness for the deliverance: nor
should you leave them, until such a determination
be made. The handmaids of the Lord, who are
near the hour of difficulty and danpger, may on this
account be very proper objécts for your visits. At
such a time they are in much distress; the ap-
proaching hour of trouble threatens to be their
dying bour. The counsels that shall exactly in-
strugt them how to prepare for a dying hour, will
now, if ever, be atteniively heard: and there are
precious promises of God, upon which they should
plso now be taught to live. To bring them these
promises’ will be the work of a “ good angel,”
and will cause you to be welcomed by them as
such.

CATECHISING is a poble exercue, it will in-
sensibly bring you into & way to ¢ do good,” that
surpasses all expression. Your sermons will be
very much lost upon an uncatechised people:
" Nor will your people mind so much what yqm



8y
. address to them froms the puipit, a3 wht you speak
to them in the more condescending and familiar
way of applying the answers of the -catechism.
Never did any minister repent of his labour in
catechising ; thousands have blessed God for the
wonderful success which has attended it. The
most honourable man of God should coensider it
ndubasement or abatement of his hoaour, to ‘stoop
to this way of teaching. Yea, some eminent pas-
tors in their old age, when other labours have
been too hard for them, have, like the famous old
Gerson, wholly given themselves up to catechis-
ing; though there have been others, of whom
that renowned chanceller of Paris, in his treatise,
* De pueris ad Christum trahendis,”* makes a
sad complaint; “ Adeo jam indighum videtur
apud multos, si-quis ex theologis, aut famatus in
literis, vel ecclesiastica dignitate preditus, ad hoc
opus se inclinaverit.,”t : :
Those pastors who so love a glorious Christ - as
to regard his word, “ Feed my lambs,” will vary
their methods of carrying on this exercise, accord-
ing to particular circumstances. Some have chosen
the way of pastoral visits ; and from the memorials
of one who long since did so, and afterwards left
his advice to his son upon this subject, I will tran-
scribe the following passages: -

DIRECTIONS FOR RASTORAL VISITS.

~ You may resolve to yisit all the families belong~
ing to your congregation; taking one afternoon

- Oﬂmngmg children to Christ.

+ In the opinion of many, it would be degradlng far oyr dxvme:,
or literary characters, or dignitaries in the church, to app]y them-
selves to this kind of work. P
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in a week for that purpose : and it may be proper
to give previous notice to each family, that yon
intend, at such a time, to visit them. On visiting
a family, you may endeavour, with addresses as
forcible and respectful as possible, to treat with
every person particularly about their everlasting
interests.

First, you may discourse with the elder people
upon such points as you think most proper with
them. Especially charge them to maintain family-
prayer ; and obtain their promise of establishing it,
if it has been hitherto neglected ; yea, pray with
them, that you may sbhew them how to pray, as

Jwell as obtain their purposes forit. You may like-

wise press upon them the care of instructing their

children -and servants in the holy religion of our

Saviour, lo bring them up for him.

ifany with whom you should have spoken, are
absent, you may frequently leave one or two so-
lemn texts of the sacred Scripture, which you may
think most suitable for them ; desiring some one

~ present affectionately to remember you to them,
and from you to recommend to them that oracle of
"~ God.

You may then call for the children and ser-
vants; and putting to them such questions of the
catechism as you think fit; you may, from the
answers, make lively applications to them, for en-
gaging them to the fear of God.. You may fre-
quently obtain from them promises relating to
secret prayer, reading of the scriptures, and obe-
dience to their parents and masters. Youw may
also frequently set before them the proposals of the
New Covenant, after you have laboured for their
conviction and awakening; till with floods of

—
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tears, they expressly declare their consent to it,
" and their acceptance of it.

-Some of the younger people you may order to
bring® their bibles, and read to you from thence
two or three verses, to which you may direct
them : this will try, whether or not they can read
well. You may then encourage them to think on
such things as you remark from the passage, and
never to forget those ¢ faithful sayings” of God.
You may sometimes leave with them some serious
question, which you may tell them they shall not
answer to you but to themselves: such as the
following : “ What have I been doing ever since
I came into the world, about the great errand upon
which God sent me into the world?” « If God
should now call me out of the world, what would
become of me throughout eternal ages ?” ¢ Have I
ever yet by faith carried a perishing soul to my only
Saviour, both for righteousness and salvation.”

You will enjoy a most wonderful presence of
God with you, in this undertaking ; and will sel-

dom leave a family without having observed many ~
~ tears of devotion shed by all sorts of persons in it.
As you can seldom visit more than four or five
families in an afternoon, the work may be as labo-
rious as any part of your ministry.

My son, I advise you to set a special value on
that part of your ministry, which is to be dis-
charged in pastoral visits. You will not only do
good, but also get good, by your conversation
with all sorts of persons, in thus visiting them
« from house to house.” And you will never
more “ walk in the Spirit,” than when you -thus

walk among your flock, to do what good you can
amongst them.
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In your visits an incredible deal of gooed may be
done, by distributing little books of piety. You
may, without much expence, be furnished with
such books to suit all personsand cirdumstances:
books for the old and for the young—for persons
under afflictions or desertions—for persons who are
under the power of particular vices—for those wheo
neglect domestic religion—for sea-faring persons—
for the erroneous—for those whom you would
quicken and prepare to approach the table of the
Liord—for those who are about to have their chil-
dren baptised ; and catechisms for tbe ignorant.
You may remarkably enforce your admonitions, hy
leaving. suitable books in the hands of those with
whom you have conversed ; you may give them to
understand, that you would be still considered as
conversing with them by these books, after you
have left them. And in this way you may speak
more than you have time to do in any personal
interview ; yea sometimes, more than you would
wish to do. By good books a salt of piety is scat-
tered about a neighbourhood.#

Pastors, uphold and cherish good SCHOOLS in your
towns! And be prevailed upon occasionally to visit
the schools. That holy man, Mr. Thomas White,
expressed a desire, ¢ That able and zealous mi-
nisters would sometimes preach at the schools;
because preaching is the converting ordinance;
and the children will be obliged to hear with mere
attention in the school than in the public congre-

* A few years ago a society was established in London, entitled
% The Religious Tract Society,” by whom a great number and
variety of tracts have been publised, andat a very cheap rate. There

roductions are very happily adapted to the pinus purpose proposed
Ry our Author. The Society’s Depository is at No. 60, Paternoster

ow.
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gation ; and the ministers might here condescend
to such expressions as might work. most upon
them, and yet not he so fit for.a. public congrega-
tion.” I have read the following account of one,
who, was awakened by this advice to act accord-
ingly: ‘ At certain times he successively visited
the s¢hools.  When he went to a s¢hool, he first
offered a prayer for the children, as much adapted
to their condition, as he could make it. Then he
went through the catechism, or as much of it as he
thought necessary ;. makiog the several children
repeat the several answers: but he divided the
_ questions, that every article in the answers might
be understood by them ; expecting them te answer,
Yes, or no, to each of these divisions. He also
put to them such questions, as would make them
see and own their duties, and often express a resolu-
tion to perform them. Then he preached a short ser-
mon to them, exceedingly plain, on some suitable
Scripture, with all possible ingenuity and earnest-
ness, in order to excite their attentive regard.
After this, he singled out a number of scholars,

‘perhaps eight or ten, and bid each of them turnto -

a certain Seripture, which he made them read to
the whole school ; giving them to see, by his brief
remarks upon it, that it contained something
which it particularly concerned children to take
notice of. Then he concluded with a short prayer,
for a blessing on the school and on the tutors.”
While we are upon the subject of visiting, I
would .observe that you will not fail to visit the
poor as well as the rich; and often mention ‘the
condition of the poor, in yeur conversation with I
the rich. Keep, sir, a list of them. Recollect
that although the wind does not feed any one, yet
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that it turns the mill which grinds the corn, the
food of the poor. When conversing with the rich,
you may do this for the poor who are on yourlist.:

In visiting the poor, you will take occasion to
dispense your alms among them. These alms,
you will, with as much contrivance as possible,
use as vehicles for conveying to them the admoni-
‘tions of piety; yea, means and instruments of ob-
taining from them, some engagements to perform
certain exercises of piety. All ministers are not
alike furnished for alms, but all should be disposed
for them. They that have small families, or large
interests, ought to be shining examples of libera-
lity to the poor, and pour down their alms upon
them, like the showers of heaven. All should en-
deavour to do what they can in this way. What
says Nazianzen of his reverend father’s alms-deeds?
They will find that the more they do (provided it
be done with discrétion) the more they are able to
do; the loaves will multiply in the distribution.
Sirs, this bounty of yours to the poor will precure
a wonderful esteem and success to your ministry.
¢t Suadet lingua, jubet vita.” It willbe an irrefragra-
ble demonstration that you believe what you speak
concerning all the duties of christianity, but parti-
cularly those of liberality, a faithful discharge of
our stewardship, and a mind weaned from the love
of this world: it will demonstrate your belief of a
future state ; it will vindicate you from the imputa-
tion of a worldly man: it will embolden and fortify
you, when you call upon others to do good, and .
to abound in those sacrifices with which God is
well-pleased. [Et sic exempla parantur!

You will do well to keep a watchful eye on the
disorders which may.arise and increase in your
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teighbourhood. Among other ways of suppressing
these things,  you may form societies for this pur-
pose : obtain a fit number of prudent, pious, well-
disposed men, to associate with this intention, and
employ their discretion and activity, for your as-
sistance in these holy purposes. ‘

One of the rules glven for the minister is, ¢ Give
thyself to reading.” Sirs, let Gregory’s Pastoral,
and Bowles’ Pastor Evangelicus, form part of your
reading. Also if youread Church History much,
particularly the Prudentia Veteris Ecclesie, written
by Vedelius, together with the lives of both an-
cient and modern divines, you will frequently find
“ methods to do good,” exemplified. You will
‘then consider how fdr you may ‘ go and do
likewise.”

How serviceable may ministers be, to one ano-
ther, and to all the churches, in their several asso-
ciations. Indeed, it is a pity that there should
ever be the least occasional * meeting of minis-
ters,” without some useful thing proposed in it.

Nero took it very ill, that Vespasian sleptat his
music: it is very much to be wished that the sin
of sleeping at sermons were more guarded against

and-reproved in your sleepy hearers; if indeed it -

is proper to call those hearers who miserably lose
the good of vour ministry, and perhaps, the good
which you might have particularly -designed for
them. Will no vinegar help against the narcotics
that Satan has given to your poor Eutychuses? or
cannot you bring that civility into fashion among
your hearers, to wake one another ?

Finally, After all the generous essays and labours
to do good that may fill your lives, your people
will probably treat you with ingratitude. .Your
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salaries will be meaner than those at Geneva.
They will neglect you; they will oppress you;
they will withhold from you what they have en-
gaged, and you have expected. You have now
one more opportunity to do good, and so to glorify
your Saviour. Your patience, O ye tried servants
of God, your patience will do it wonderfully! To
“ bear evil,” is to “ do good.” The more patient
you are under ill usage, the more you exhijbit a
glorious Christ to your people, in your conformity
to your -adorable Saviour. The more conformed
you are to Him, the more prepared you are, per-
haps, for some amendment in your condition in this
world—most certainly for the rewards of the hea-
venly world, when you shall appear before the
Lord, who says, ¢“I know thy works and cha-
rity, and service, and faith, and thy patience.”

It was said of Ignatius, ¢ that he carried Christ
about with him, in his heart:” and thisI will say,
if to represent a glorious Christ to the view, the love
and the admiration of all people, be the grand in-
tention of your life; if you are desirous to be a
star to lead men to Christ; if you are exquisitely
studious, that the holiness and yet the gentleness
of a glorious Christ may shine in your conversa-
tion ; if in your public discourses you do with rap-
ture bripg in the mention of a glorious Christ in
every paragraph, and on every occasion where he
is to be spoken of, and if in your private conver-
sation you contrive to imsinuate something of his
glories and praises, wherever it may be decently
introduced ; finally, if when you find that a glo-
rious Christ is the more considered and acknow-
ledged by your means,it fills you with* joy un-
speekable and full of glory,” and you exclaim,
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“ Lord, this is my desired happiness!” truly,
you thea live to good purpose—you “ do good”
emphaneally

There was a worthy minister, whom the grea.t
Cranmer designed for preferment and he gave this
reason of his design—* Nihil appetit, nihil ardet,
pihil somniat, nisi Jesum Christum”.—* He seeks
nothing, he longs for nothing, he dreams about no-
thing, but Jesus Christ.” Verily, such * men of
Christ” are “ men of God ;” they are the favourites
of heaven, and shall be favoured with opportunities
" todo good above any men in the world ; they are
the men whom the king of heaven will delight to
honour, and they are the G'aons of christianity.

If I reserve one thing to be mentioned after
Jinally, it is because I doubt whether it ought to
be mentioned at all. Insome Reformed Churches
they do not permit a minister of the Gospel to
practice as a physician, because either of these
callings is generally sufficient to employ him who
faithfully follows it: but, the priests of old, who
preserved in the archives of their temples therecords
of the cures which had been thankfully acknow-
ledged there, communicated from thence direc-
tions for cures in similar cases among their neigh-
bours. Nor has it been uncommon in later ages for
clergymen to be physicians. Not only such monks
as Aegidins Atheniensis and Constantius Afer,
but bishops as Bochelt and Albicus, have appeared,
in that character. Thus Mr. Herbert pdvises that
his * Country minister” (or at least his wife)
should be a kind of physician to the flock ; and we
have known many a country minister prove a great
blessing to his flock by being such. If a wminister
attempt this, let him aJways make it & means of
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doing spiritual good to his people. " It is an ange-
lical conjunction, ‘when the ministers of Christ,
who do his pleasure, become also physicians and
Raphaels to their people. In a more populous
town, however, you will probably chuse rather to
procure some religious and accompllshed physi-
cian to settle in your neighbourhood, and make
medical studies only your recreation; yet with a
design to communicate to your Luke whatever you
meet with worth his notice, and at times unite
your counsels with him for the good of his pa-
tients. Thus you may save the lives of many per-
sons, who themselves may know nothing of your
care for them.

FRroM the tribe of Levi, let us proceed with our
proposals to the tribe of Simeon; from which
there has been a frequent ascent to the former.
The SCHOOLMASTER has many opportunities of
doing good. God make him sensible of his obliga-
tions! We read, that ¢* the little ones have their
angels.” It is bhard work to keep a school; but
it is God’s work, and it may be so managed as to
be like the work of angels: the tutors of the chil-
dren may be like their ¢ tutelar angels.” Mel-
chior Adams properly styled it ¢ Molestissimam,
sed Deo longe gratissimam functionem.”— An
office most laborious, yet to God most pleas-
ing.” ‘

Tutors! will you not regard the children under
your-wing, as committed to you by the glorious



93

Lord with such-a charge as this?—< Take them,
and bring them up for me, and I will pay you your
wages.” Whenever a new scholar comes under
your care, you may say—* Here, my Lord sends
me another object, for whom I may do some-
thing, that he may be useful in the world.” Suf-
fer little children to come unto you, and consider
what you may do, instrumentally, that of such
may be the kingdom of heaven. :

Sirs, let it be your grand design—to instil into
their minds the documents of piety. Consider it as
their chief interest, and yours also, that they may
so know the Holy Scriptures as to become wise to
salvation. Embrace every opportunity of dropping
some honey from the rock upon them. ' Happy the
children, and as happy the master, where they
who relate the history of their conversion may say,’
“There was a schoolmaster who brought us to
Christ.”, You have been told—* Certainly, it}is
a nobler work to make the little ones know their
Saviour, than know their letters. The lessons of
Jesus are nobler things than the lessons of Cato.
_ The sanctifying transformation of their souls would
be infinitely preferable to any thing in Ovid’s Me-
tamorphoses. _ _

CATECHISING should be a freguent, at least a
weekly exercise in the school; and it should be
conducted in the most edifying, applicatory, and
admonitory manner. In some places the magis-
trate permits no person to keep & school, unless
be produces a testimonial of his ability and dis-
position to perform the work of Religious Cale~
chising ¥

# Aptitadinis ad munus illud imprimis puerorum catechisationem.
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Dr. Reynolds, in a funeral sermon for an emi-
nent schoolmaster, has the following passage, wor-
thy to be written in letters of gold: « If grammar-
schools have holy and learned men set over them,
not only the brains, but also the souls of the chil-
dren might there be enriched, and the work both
of learning and of grace be early commenced in
them.” In order to-this, let it be proposed, that
you not only pray with your scholars daily, but
also take occasion, from the public sermons, and
from remarkable occurrences in your neighbour-
hood, frequently to inculcate the lessons of plety
on the children.

Tutors in the colleges may do well to converse
with each of their pupils alone, with all possible
solemnity and ~ffection, concerning their internal
state, concermng repentance forsin, and faith in
Jesus Christ, and to bring them to expte < reso-
lutions of serious piety. You may do a % susand
things to render your pupils orthodox in senti-
ment, regular in practice, and qualified’ for public
service, _

I have read of a Tutor, who made it his con-
stant practice in every. recitation, to take occasion,
from something or other that occurred, todrop at
least one sentence that had & tendency to promote
the fear of God in their bearts. This method
sometimes cost him a good deal of stady, but the
good effect sufficiently recompenced him for it.

1should be glad to see certain authors received
into the grammar schools as classical, which aré
not generally admitted there, such as Castalio in
the Latin tongue, and Posselius in the Greek; and
I.could wish, with some modern writers, that ¢ a
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north-west passage” for the attainment of Latin
might be discovered; that instead of a journey
which might be dispatiched in a few days, they
might not be obliged to wander, like the children
of Israel, many years in the wilderness. I might
recite the complaint of Austin,* that litile boys are
taught in the schools the filthy actions of the Pagan
gods, for reciting which,” said he, “ I was called a
boy of promise;*” or the complaint of Luther, -
¢ that our schools are Pagan rather than Christian.”
I might mention what a late author says, ‘I knew
an aged and eminent schoolmaster, who after
keeping a scheol about fifty years, said with a sad
countenance, that it was a great trouble to him that
he had spent so much time in reading Pagan au-
thors to his scholars ;and wished it were customary
g¢o read such a book as Dupert’s verses on Job
rather than Homer, &c.; 1 pray God, to put it
into the hearts of a wise parliament to purge our
schools ; that instead of learning vain fictions, and
filthy stories, they may beeome acquainted with
the word of God, and with books containing grave
sayings, and things which may make them truly
wise- and useful in the world.”—But I presume
little notice will be taken of such wishesas these.
It is with despair that I mention them. :

Among the occasions for promoting religion - in
the scholars, one in the Writing Schools deserves
peculiar notice. I haveread of an atrocious sinner
who was converted to God, by accidentally reading
the following sentence . of Austin written in a win-
dow:“ He who has promised Pardon to the peniy
tent sinner, has not promised Repentance to the

* Ab hoc bone spei puer appellabar.
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presumptuous one.” Who can tell what good may
be done to the young scholar by a sentence in his
eopy-book ? Let their copies be composed of sen-
tences worthy to be had in everlasting remembrance
—of sentences which shall contain the brightest,
maxims of wisdom, worthy to be written on the
fleshly tables of their hearts, to be graven with the
point of a diamond there. God has blessed such
sentences to many scholars ; they have béen useful
to them all their days.

In the Grammar School also, the scholars may
be directed, for their exercises, to turn into Latin
such passages as may be useful for their instruction
in the principles of Christianity, and furnish them
with supplies from ¢ the tower of David.” Their
letters also may be on subjects which may befriendly
to the interests of virtue.

T will add, it is very desirable to manage the Dzs—
cipline of the school by means of rewards, rather
than of punishments. Mapny methods of re-
warding the diligent and deserving, may be in-
vented ; and a boy of an ingenious temper, by the
expectation of reward, (ad palme cursurus honores)
will do his best. You esteem Quintilian. Hear
him: “ Cavendum a plagis, se potius laude, aun
aliorum prelatione, urgendus est puer.”* If a
fault must be punished, let instruction, both to the
delinquent and to the spectator, accompany the
correction. Let the odious name of the sin which
enforced the correction be declared ; and let no-
thing be done in anger, but with every mark of

tenderness and concern.

—

* Use stripes spariugly, rather, let the youth be stimulated by
praise, and by the distinctions conferred on his classmates,
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Ajax Flagellifer may be read in the school; he is’
not fit to be the master of it. Let it not be said of
the boys, they were brought up in ¢ the school of
Tyrannus.,” Pliny says, that bearsare the better for:
beating; more fit to have the management of bears’
than of ingenuous boys, are those masters who
cannotgive a bit of learning without giving a blow
with it. ‘Send them to the tutors of the famous
Lithuanian school at Samourgan. - The harsh, Or-’
bilian way of treating children, t6o commonly used
in the schools, is a dreadful curse of God on our’
miserable offspring, who are born ¢ ‘children of
wrath.” It is boasted sometimes of a schoolmaster,
that such a brave man had his educatiop under’
him; but it is neversaid, how many who might
have been brave men, have been ruined by him;
how many brave wits have been dispirited, con-
founded, murdered by h1s barbarous way of ma.-

" maging them.

We have already proposed to the PASTORS of
Churches various ways of doing good; we shall.
now lay before the CHURCHEZ themselves some
proposals of objects, in which they may do wellto
join their pastors.

DAYs OF PRAYER, occagonally observed, for
the express purpose of obtaining the sanctifying
influences of the Spirit of God on therising gene-
ration, have bad a marvellous efficacy in producing.
a religious posterity in the land, and « aseed ac-
counted to the Lord for a generation.”  Such

an acknowledgment of the necessity and excel-
F : :
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lency of supernatural grace, would bea very pro-
bable preparative and introdugtion to the commu-
micatiop of it. Apd when the children see their
parents thug earpestly seeking the grace of God for
them, it would have a patural tendency to awaken
them to an earnest seeking of it for themselves.
The sermops also preached by the ministers on
such solemn occasions, would, probably, be very
awakening ones. That this Proposal has been so
little attended to, is lamentable and remarkable;
but— They all slumbered and slept.”

There is another Proposal which hag been ten-
dered to all our churches, and regarded by some of
them: )

That the several churches, having in an instru-
ment proper for the purpose, made a catalogue of
such things as have indisputably been found amiss
among them, do with all serjousness and so-
lemnity pass their votes, That they accountsuch -
things to be very offensive evils, and that renounc-
ing all dependance on their own strength, to avoid
such evils, they humbly implore the help of divine
grace to assist them in watching against the said
evils both in themselves and in one another: And
that the communicants resolve, frequently to re-
flect upon these their acknowledgments and protes-
tations, as perpetual monitors to them, to prevent
the miscarriages by which too many professors are
so easily overtaken. ‘

¥ has been considered, that such humble recog-
nitions of duty will not only be accepted by our
God, as declarations for him, upon which he will
declare for us; but also, that they are the way of
the new covenant, for obtaining assistance to per-
form our duty.
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A particular church may be an illustrious pillac
of the truth, by considering what important truths
may call for special, signal, open testimonies;
and they may excite their pastors to the compos-
ing of such testimanies, and likewise assist them
in the publication of them. It is probahle that
God would accompany sueh testimanies with &
marvellous efficacy to suppress growing errors and.
evils. A proposal of this nature may be worthy of
some eonsideration.

I, It were desirahle that every particular
church should be furnished with a stack, that may
be a canstant and ready futd for the propagation:
of religion ; and that every minister would use bis
best emdeavours, both by his own comtributiom
aceording to his ability, and by applying to well- *
disposed persons under his influence, to increase. '
the stock ; either in the way of public eollections.
made at eertain periods, or in that of more privata.
apd qccasional communications.

2. This evangelical treasury may be lodged in
the hands of the deacons of the respective churches.
in which it is collected ; who are to keep exact ac-
counts of the receipts and disbursements ; and let
nothing be drawn from it, without the knowledge
and consent of the church to which it belongs.

8. 'The first and main intention of this evan-
gelical treasury is to be, the propagation of reli-
gion: and therefore, when any attempts of useful-
pess are to be made on unevangelised places, the
peighbouring ministers may consult each of the
churches, what proportion they may allow out of
their evangelical treasury, towards the support of

80 uoble an undertaking. 2
F

B
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4. This evangelical treasury may be applied to
other pious uses, and especially to such as any
particular church may think fit, for the service of
religion in their own vicinity. Such asthe send-
ing of bibles and catechisms to be dispersed among
the poor, where it may be thought necessary.
Likewise, giving assistance tonew congregations, in
their first attempts to build meeting-houses for the
public worship of God with scriptural purity.

Query—Our churches have their sacramental
eollections, and it is not fit indeed that they should
be without them. The primitive Christians did
the same: Justin Martyr informs us of the « col-
lections,” and Tertullian of the ¢ gifts of piety”
which were made on such occasions. But would
not our churches do well to augment their libera-
lity in their gvateful and joyful collections at the
table of the Liord, and to resolve that what is now
collected shall be part of their evangelical treasury ;
not only for the supply of the table and the relief
of the poor, but also for such other services to the
kingdom of God as they may, from time to tune,
fmd occasion to countenance ? ’

From ecclesiastical circumstances, which, in
such a subject as the present, may with the
utmost propriety claim the precedency, we will
make a transition to POLITICAL. -~ Now-—* Touch
the mountains, and they will smoke! ” O when
shall wisdom visit princes and nobles, and all the
judges of the earth, and inspire them to preserve,
the due lustre of their character, by a desire to do.
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good on the earth, and a study to glorify the God
- of heaven! The opportunities to do good, which
,rulers possess, are so evident, so numerous,
nnd so extensive, that the person who addresses
them, cannot but be overwhelmed with some cons
fusxon of thought, scarcely knowing where to be-
“gin, when to conclude, or how to assign a fit
‘order to his addresses. Indeed, the very defini-;
tion of governmentis, “ A care for the safety of

others.”  Sits, from whom have you received this -

power ? “ You could have no power at all, except
it were given you from above.” Cettainly what

s thus received from God, should be employed ~

for God. ¢ Be wise now therefore, O ye kings;
be instructed, ye Judges of the earth: serve the
Lord with fear,” lest you forget and offend him who
'has made you what you are. Kiss the feet of the
Son of God, lest he be displeased at the neglect
of your duty. Do not kindle the wrath of him
who is “ the "blessed and ouly Potentate, the .
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” What is the
name of a magistrate? The name which he that
made him has given him is, * the minister of
God for good.” His empty name will produce ‘a
~ 'sad crime, if he do not set himself to * do good,”
as far asever he can extend his influence. Ishea
vicegerent for God, and shall he do nothing for
God? Gross- absurdity ! black ingratitude! Is he
one of those whom the word of God bas called
gods? Godswho do no good, are not worthy- of
that honourable appellation, but enother name
too horrible to be mentioned, belongs to them:
such rulers we may call gods ¢ that have mouths
but they speak not ; eyes but they see not; noses
put they smell not; and hands but they handle

<«
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not!’ Government is called, * The ordinance of
God ;” and as the administration of it is to avoid
those illegalities which would render it no other
than a violation of the ordinance; so it should
vigorously pursue that noble and blessed end for
which it is designed—the good of mankind. Un-
worthy of all their other flourishing titles, are
those rulers who are not chiefly ambitious to be en-
titled benefactors. The greatest monarch in chris-
tendom, one who by computation has fourscore
millions of subjects, and whom the Scripture
styles, ** The head over many countries,” isin the
sacred prophecies called ¢ A vile person :” and
such indeed is the character of every magistrate
who does not aim to do good in the world. Rulers
who make no other use of their superior station
than to swagger over their neighbours, command
their obsequious flatteries, enrich themselves with
their spoils, and then wallow in sensual and brutal
pleasures, are the basest of men. From a sense of
this the Venetians, though they allow concubines,
yet never employ a tradesman whom they observe
to be excessively addicted to sensual gratifications ;
esteemiug sucha character a merecipher. Because
a wretched world will continue averse to the king-
dom of the glorious and only Saviour, and say of
our Immanuel, ¢“ We will not have this man to
reign over us;” it is therefore very much put into
the hands of such selfish, sensual, and wicked
zulers. While the deserved curse of God remains
upon an impious and infatuated world, but few
rulers will be found who will seriously and strenu-
ously devise ite good, and seek to be blessings to
it. Many, alas! there are, whose lives are not
worthy of a prayer, nor their deaths of a teag.

T Ve
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Athanasiiis has well answeted the question, Whenee
it is that such worthless atid wicked men get inte

authority: * It is,” says he, ¢ because the people _

" are witked, and must be punished with men after
their own hearts.” Thus, when a4 Phoeas was
made emperor, a réligious man cemplaining to
heaven, “ Why hdst thou made this mad em-
peror?”’ was answered, “ I eould not find a
worse.” Evil rulets ate well reckoned by the
historian, among the effects ' of divine vens
genace;”’ they may go into the catdlogué with
the sword, the pestilence, and fite. One man
‘may be worse than all three. B8uach bring up the
rear in the train ofthe * pale horse”— the baastk
of the earth.”

* O our God, our God, when will thy compas-
sions to a miserable world appear in bestowing afion
it good rulers, able men, men of truth; fearing
God, and hating covetousmess! O that the time
were tome, when there shall be a riler over nien, -
the Just One, thy Jesus, ruling in the feur of
God; he shall be as the light of the morning,
when the sun riseth: under him the mountains \
shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills
by righteousness. Hasten it in thy good time, O
Lord! How long, O Lord, holy aund true, dost
thou not judge, and make the kingdoms of this
world thy own, and remove them that cerrupt

-the earth, and in a great chain bind up him
who pretends that the kingdoms of the world are
his, and those who are the rulers of the darkness of
this world!”

All you thatlove God, add your Amen, to hdgten
the coming of this day of God.

In the mepn time it pannot be expresséed how
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much good may be dome by the chief meagisttate
ofa country who wijll make the ¢ doing- of good”
his chief intention: witness a Counstantine, a Theo-
dosius, or a Gratian. The first of these, notwith-
standing the .vagt.cares of the empire to .engage
his time, yet, would. every day, at stated hours, re-
tire to his closet,  and: on his knees.offer 'up his
prayets to the God of Glory. And that,he might
recommend this duty to the world, this admirable
emperor .caused -his image on all his. gold coias,
and his pictures and statues, to be made in &
praying posture, with his hands extended, and-his
eyes lifted up to heaven. O imperial - piety! to
‘behold such a prince thus publicly espousing.the
cause of religion, one would think were enough to
oonverta world! . It would be so, if it , were not
for the dreadful energies of one, who is become by
the -wrath of God, < The prince of this world!’
The virtuous example of such a monareh as .we
have just described, is almost enough to reform
whole natjons; it carries with it irresistible charms,
by which the whole world is attracted and won
apon.. A prince exemplary for piety, like the
sup shining in his meridian - strength, sheds the
tays ‘'of heaven with a .most penetrating force
upon. the people, ¢ rejoicing under his wings.”
Such an instapce is now uncommon; but it
will not be so in the approaching age, when the
% Kings of the earth shall bring their glory and ho-
nour” into the holy city. A little piety in princes
makes a glaring show; the eyes of their subjects
are dagzled, and their minds ravished with it.
What then would be dene by a degree of piety in
them, that should bear a proportion to the degree
of their dignity, and if thejr piety were as much
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‘above that of other men as their station ? " Roll ox,
“ye ages, to bring about such: admirable spectacles!

Whata vast influence might sich princes have
onthe reformation of the world; and consequently
on its felicity, by dispensing preferments and em-
ployments to none but such as were recommended
to them 'by their virtue! If good men generally
were put into commissions, ‘and none but such
made commanders at sea, or on ‘shore, what &
great change for the better would the world imme- »
diately be blessed with! I will beg leave to say -
that it would be a most comprehensive service to
a nation to get them unfettered from any Zest that v
may render honest and faithful men incapable of
serving them.: And I will take the liberty of say«
ing, that displacing a few officers on accountof |
their vicious charaeter, would do far more to im-
prove the state of a depraved and afflicted nation,
than a thousand proclamations- agam.s't vwe, not
followed with suchregulations.

Good laws are important engines to prevent
much evil ; indeed, they reach nome without dot
ing some good to them : all; therefore, who have
any concern in the legislation, should be active in
promoting such laws as may prove of permanent
advantage. 'The representativesofa people, willdo
well to inquire “ What is there still defective in
our laws, leaving the iniquities or the necessities
of men unprovided agamst?” and ‘¢ What fur-
ther laws may be proposed, to advance the reign of
righteousness and holiness ?” There have been laws
(and sometimes none of the best,) which have
rendered the names of their aathors immortal: but
the remembrance of ¢ the man who first proposed
a good law,” is far more honourable than a statue
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erected to his memory. But, sirs, if your fellow
‘men forget such an action, it will not fail of &
recompence in God’s remembrance, or your own.
You know whose prayerit was—“ Think upon
e, my God; for good, according to all that I
bave done for this people.”

Magistrates may do incredible good by coun-
tenancing worthy ministers. To settle and sup-

* port such “men of God” in a place, is to be-
come, I may say, the grandfathere of all the good
which those men do in the place. Their ¢consulta-
tions and combinations with able, faithful, zea+
Jous ministers, may produce better effects tham
any astrologer ever foretold of the most happy con«
junction. When Moses and Aaron unite to do
<~ good, what cannot they effect? Queen Elisabeth
admired the happiness of Suffolk, in hér progress
through the country, where she observed a remark-
ably good understanding to subsist between vire
tuous magistrates and faithfal ministers.

Briefly : We will observe a decorum in our pro-
posals, and not suppose inattention or incapacity
in the persons to whom we offer them. It shall
only be proposed, that, since magistrates are usu-
ally men of abilities, they would sometimes retire
to a serious contemplation on that generous ques-
tion, “ What good may I do in the world ?” and
to observe what they are themselves able to invent,
(assisted by the implored grace of heaven,)as part
of that good which they are to perform in* serve
ing their generation.”

I mistake if old Theognis * had not a maxim,
which ought never to be forgotten, ¢ when the ad-

* Au ancient Greek poet of Megara in Achaia. He flourished
about 144 years B. C. A moral work of hisis extsat, containing a

| summary of precepts, &e.

o ———————
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inistration of &ffairs is placed in the hands of
men, proud of command, and dévoted to their
own private emolument, depend upon it the pesple
will soon become a miserable people.” I propose
that this maxim be carefully remembered, and this
mischief avoided. :

I add one thing more—*Thinkest thou this,
O man that judgest, that thou shalt escape the
judgment of God ¥’—Let the judges of the people
remember that God will one day bring them into
judgment.®* O that rulers would realize this to
themselves—thut they must give an account to
God of the administration of their government.
Sirs, the great God, before whom the greatest of .
you all is but a worm, will demand of yon—
«“ Whether you were faithful in the discharge of
your office 2—What you did for his kingdom in
your office ? Whether you did what you was able
that the world might be the better for you?” If
you would frequently take this subject into your
considetation, it could not but stimulate you to
the perfermance of many actions, which would
be ““ no grief of heart” to you, another day. He
was one of the best rulers in the world, who thus
expressed himself, ¢ What shall I do when God
tiseth up; and when he shall visit, what shall I
abswer him?’ Even Abubeker, the successor of
Mahomet, when his people expostulated with him
for walking on foot, when he reviewed his army,
said, *“ I shall find my account with God for
these steps.” He has less christianity than a Ma-
hometan, who is utterly unmindful of the account
he maust give to God for the steps which he takes.:

* Judex nuper esam ; jam judicor. I was but lately 8 judge ; now
lmtnhcbar‘ Jaemd 7 810%es
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How prosperously did the affairs of Neo-Cs-
saria proceed, when Basil, who resided there, could
give this account of the governor—‘ He was a
most exact observer of justice ; yet very courteous,
obliging, and easy of access to the oppressed. He
was equally at leisure to receive the rich and the
poor ; but all wicked men were afraid of him. He
utterly abhorred the taking of a. bribe; and his
design was, in brief, to raise christianity to its pri-
mitive dignity.” A Mahometan captain-general,
whose name was Caled, once said to a christian—
It does not at all become men in eminent sta-
tions, to deal deceitfully, and descend to tricks.”
Itis a miserable thing indeed, when christiaus, in
" eminent stations, will do such things !

THE PHYSICIAN enjoys many opportunities of
doing goed, and so rendering himself ¢ a beloved
physician ;” for this purpose we shall offer our
advice. -

Zaccuth, the Portuguese ‘who, amohg muny
other works, composed “ A history of the.most
eminent physicians,” after he was settled in Am-
sterdam,- submitted to circumcision, dnd thereby
evinced, that for the thirty preceding years of his
life, he had only dissembled christianity at Lishon;
yet, because he was very charitable to poor pa-
tients, he was highly esteemed: we now apply
ourselves to those whose love to christianity is, we
bope, « without dissimulation.” From them may
be expected a charity and a usefulness, which

Rl I VI G-
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may entitle them to a remembrance in a better
history than that of Zacutus Lusitanus—in that
“ book of life,” in which a name will be deemed
far more valuable than any which are recorded in
the ¢ Vite Illustrium Medicorum”-—The lives of
illustrious physicians. ¥

By serious and shining pxety in your own exam-
ple, you will bear a glorious testimony to the canse
of God and religion. You will glorify the God of
nature, and the only Saviouy. Your acquaintance
with nature will indeed be your condemnation, if
you do it not. Nothing is so unmatural as to be
irreligious. “ Religio Medici,” (the religion of
the physician) has the lemst reason of any under
beaven to be an “irreligion.” They have acted
the most unreasonable part, who have given oc-
clsion for that complaint of christians— Ubi tres

medici, tres athei.”—“Where there are three phy-
sicians, there are three atheists.” It is sad to re-
flect, that when we read about the. state of the
Rephaim in the other world, the physicians are, by
so many translators, carried into it. 1t is sad to
reflect, that the Jews should imagine they have .
reason to say— Optimus inter medicos ad gehen-
nam”— The best of the physicians go to hell.”
For this severe sentence, they assign the follow-
ing cause—* Nopn enim metuit a morbis; vescitur
laute, nec confringit cor suum Deo; aliquando
etiam interficit homines, quando pauperes quos
posset, non sapat’— for he is not warned by
diseases ; he fares sumptuously, and humbles not
his heart before God. Sometimes he is even acces-
sary to the death of men, when he negl_ecgs thg’e

* By Peter Castellanus,
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poot, whom he might cure.”—A sad stery, if it
be true!

Gentlemen, you will never account yourselves
such adepts as to be at a stand in your studies, and
make no further progtess in your inquities into
the nature of diseases and their remedies. * A
physician arrived at his full growth”—looks dan-
gerously and ominously. Had the world gone on
with merely an Esculapius, furnished only with a
goat whose milk was pharmacy, and a dog, whose
tongue was sufrgery, we had been in a miserable
state. Youwill be diligent—studious—inquisitive ;
and continue to read much, to think more, and to
pray most of all; and be solicitous to invent and
dispense something very considerable for the good
of mankind, —which none before you had disco-
vered :—be solicitous to make some addition to the
treasures of your noble profession. To obtain the
honour of being a Sydenham may not be in your
power;® yet * to do something” is a laudable
ambition.

By the benefit they expect from you, and by
the charms of your polite education and manners,
you are sometimes introduced into the familiat
acquaintance of great men: perSons of the fitst
quality entertain you with freedom and friend-
ship: probably you become, under the oath of
Hippocrates, a kind of confessors to them, (indeed
for several ages, the confessors were usually the
physicians of the people)—What an advantage
does this furnish you with for doing good! The
poor Jews, both in the east and west parts of the
world, have procured many advantages by means

" * Non cuivip hamini centingit,
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of their countrymen, who bave risen to be physi-
cians to the princes of the countries in which they
resided. Sirs, your permission ¢ to feel the pulse” of
emineat persons, may endble you to promote many
a good work : you need not be told what : you will
soon perceive excellent methods, if you will only
deliberate upon it:--‘ What proposals may I
make to my patient, by attending to which, he may
do good in the world ?” If you read what Gre-
gory Nazianzen writes of his brother Cewsarius, a
famoas and respectable physician, you will doubt-
less find your desires excited to act in this man-
ner. You know how ready the xick are to hear
of good proposals; and how seasonable it is to
urge such upon them, whén the commencement
of recovery from sickness, calls for their gratitude
to the God of their health. And for persons also
who are in health, you may find, “ Mollissima
tempora fandi”-—“8easonable times to drop a hint.”

Physicians are frequently men of universal learn-
ing: they have sufficient ability, and sometimes
opportunity to write books on a vast variety of
gubjects, whereby knowledge and virtue may be
greatly advanced in the world. The late Epie
poems of & Blackmore, and Cosmologia Sacra ofa
Grew, are recent examples: mankind is much
indebted to those learned physicians; their names
are immortalised ; they need no statues, nor need
they mind the envy of a modern Theophrastus.
A catalogue of books written by learned physicians,
on various subjects, besides those of their own pro-
fession, would in itself almost make a volume. In
the great army of learned physicians who have
published their labours on the ¢ word which the
Lord has given,” and for the service of his church,
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.and of the world, I bumbly move, that the in- -
comparable Zuinger and Gesaer, mpy appear as
field-officers. A city Tauris were too mean a pre-
sent for physicians of such distinguished merit. I
propose them to imdtation, that many may follow
such examples. Youknow that Freher hasbrought
on his theatre, nearly five hundred famous physi-
cians, with some account of their lives and works;
there are very few Britons among them, and none
at all thatlived to the end of the former century.
What a vast addition might there be since made to
that < list of honour,” from the British nations!
May an excellent ambition to be enrolled in. it,
excite those who have ability, to *“ do worthily!”
Physicians have innumerable opportunities to
assist the poor, and to give them advice gratis.
It was a noble saying of Cicero, “ Nil habet for-
tuna melius, quam ut possis, neqne natura pre-
stantius, quam ut velis, servare plures.”* ButI
will set before you a higher consideration than
that, with which a Pagan Kirker was. ever. ac-
quainted. Sirs, the more charity, compassion,
and condescension with which you treat the poor,
the nearer will you approach to the greatest and
highest of all glories ;—an imitation of your ador-
able Saviour. You will readily say, “ Quod de-
cuit Christum, cur mibi turpe putem?”’t In com-
parison of this consolation, it will be a small -
thing to say to you, that your coming among the
poor, willbe to them like the descent ofthe Angel
of Bethesda. We will not presume to prescribe
to you, what good you shall do to the poor; but

* A man cannot have better foftune than to be able, nor a
better temper than to be willing, to save many.
c htu Why should I esteem that mean, Which reflected honour on
t, : .o -t .

]
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beg leave to enter an objection against your taking
any fées on the Lord’s day; because the time is
not yours, but the Liord’s. “

When we consider how much the lives of men
are:in the hands of God; what a dependance we
-have onthe God of our health, for our cure when
we have lost it; what strong and - remarkable
proofs ' wé have bad of angels, by their communi-
cations or operations, contributing to the cure of
the diseases with which mortals have been op-
pressed ; and the- marvellous efficacy of prayer for
the recovery of a sick brother who has not sinned.a
““gin unto death:”—what better thing can. be
recommeénded to a physician who desires a prayer
to ‘ do good,”. than this—to be a man of prayer.
In your daily and secret prayer, carry every one
of your patients, as you would your own children,
to the glorious Liord our healer, for his healing
mercies: place them, as far as your prayers will
do it, under the beams of the ““ Sun of Righteous-
ness.” And as any new case of your patients may
occur, especially if there be any difficulty in it,
why should you not make your particular and soli-
citous application to heaven for direction :—“ O
Lord, I know that the way of man is not in him-
self, nor is it in man that walketh, to direct his
steps ; nor in man that healeth, to perform his
cures.” Hippocrates advised physicians, when
they - visited their patients, to consider whether
there might not be something supernatural in the
disease : ¢ Divinum quiddam in morbo.” Truly,
in some sense, this is always the case, and should
be so considered.. What a heavenly life might you
lead, if your profession were carried on with as
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many visits to heaven, as you pay to your patients!”
One Jacob Taphalon, a famous Jew of the former
century, published at Venice, a book intituled,

¢ Precious Stones.” . There are several prayers in
the book, and among them a pretty long one,

* For physicians when they go to visit their pa- .
tients.” That expression of the Psalmist, ¢ Thou
hast made me wiser than mine enemies,” may be
read, “ Thou hast made me wise from mine ene-
mies.,” ¢ We ought to learn, even from am
enemy ; Fasest, et ab hoste.” Surely ehristianity
will not, in her devotions, fall short of Judaism!
We read that « Heaviness in the heart of man,
maketh it stoop ; buta good word maketh it glad.

A cheerful heart doeth good like a medicine ; but

& broken spirit drieth up the bones.” Baglivi ik
aot the only physician who has mdade the obser-
vation, ¢ That a great many of our diseases, either

__ ttise from a weight of tares lying on the minds of
men, or are thereby increased. Some diseases that
peem incutable, are easily cured by agreeable con«
versation, Disorders of the mind first bring dis-
.— eases ou the stomach ; and so the whole mass of
blood gradually becomes infected ; and as long as
the mental cause contimues, the diseases may in+
deed change theit forms, but they rarely quit
the patients.” Tranquillity of mind will do won«
derful things towards the relief of bodily maladies.
1t ig not without reason that Hosman, in his dis-
sertation, ¢ Des Moyens de Vivre Long-temps,”
insists on tranquillity of mind as the chief among
the “ means to promote longevity ;” and says, that
this is the menning of that passage; ** The fear
of the Lord tendeth to life.” They who have

~—
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practised the ¢ art of curing by expectation,” have
made experiments of what the mind will do to-
wards the cure of the body: this may be also
known by practising the “ art of consolation.” I
propose then, that the physician endeavour to find
out, by all possible ingenuity of conversation, what
matter of anxiety there may have been upon the
mind of the patient, that has rendered his life
burdensome. Havihg discovered the burden, use
all possible ways to take it off. Offer him such
thoughts as may be the best anodynes for his
distressed mind ; especially the ¢ right thoughts of
the righteous,” and the means of obtaining com-
posure of mind upon religious principles. Give
him a prospect, if you can, of sume deliverance
from his distresses, or some abatemeht of them.
Excite in him os plewsing thoughts as possible:
scatter the clouds, and remove the loads with
which his mind is perplexed ; especially by repre-
senting and magnifying the mercy of God ia
Christ to him. It is possible, sir, that in this
way alio, you may find abundant opportunities of
uscfulness, by doing yourself, or by bringing others.
10 do kindoess to the miserable, _

What should hinder you from consideting the
soulds of your patients; their spiritual health ; what
they hnve doue, and what they have to do, that
they may be on good terms with heaven! You
may take occasion, from their natural disorders, to
affect your own mind and theirs also, with a sense
of our cotresponding motal ones. You may make
your conversation with them, a vehicle for con-
veying such admonitions ef piety, as may be most
needful for them : that they may be found neither
unprepared for death, nor unthankful and unfryit-
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ful, if their lives should be prolonged. This you
may do, without any intrusion onthe office of the

minister: on the comtrary, you may ‘at the same
time do a very good office for the minister, as. well
as for the patient ;’and may infoym the minister,
when, where, and how he may be very serviceable
among the miserable, with whose cases he -might
otherwise remain unacquainted. The ¢ art of
healing” wes, you know, first brought into a sys-
tem, by men who had the ‘ care of souls:” and
I know not why they who profess that noble
< art” should wholly cast off that  care.” Per-
haps you remember to have read of a king who was
also a physician, (for other crowned heads, besides
Mithridates, Hadrianus, and- Constantinus Pogo-
natus have been so,) and who gave this reasom
why the Greeks had diseases among them which
zemained so much uncured ;  Beeaase they neg-
lected theirsouls, the chief thing of all.” For my
part, 1 know not why the physician should wholly
aneglect the souls of his patients. '

I will not detain you much longer. You are
not ignorant, that medicine once was, and in
many unevangelised parts of the world is still
esteemed a thing horribly magical. : Celsusrelates,
as a part of the Egyptian philosophy current in his
time, that the body of man was divided into
thirty-six parts, each of which was the peculiar
allotment and possession of a demon; and this de-
mon was inyoked by the Magi to cure diseases of
the part that belonged to him, Evenin Galer’s
time we find Egyptian Legerdemain * practised: he
himself writes of it. From Egypt other -countries

 Prestigiaturas Egyptias.
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became acquainted with this art: hence medicines
were called pharmaca.® The Oriental nations had
their Teraphim for the ' cure of diseases: hence
the same Greek word signifies both to worship and
to cure; and the ‘¢ cure of diseases” is reckoned
by Eusebius as one main article of the Pagan
* theology. God used all proper means to prevent
his people from having any thing to do with sach
sort of men or of means. He recommended to
them the study of nature, and of natural remedies. -
Thus, after the example of Solomon, they studied:
botany, and had their apothecaries, who were to
furnish them with materials for medicines. The
princes of India had, as Pliny informs us, their:
medicinal gardens. Probably Naboth’s vineyard
might bave such a one in it; and this might be
the reason why Ahab so coveted it. Joram, the
son of Ahab, repaired thither to be cured of his’
wounds, An excellent Physician, in a late com-’
position with which he has favoured the public,
supposes that the sin of Asa, when he ¢sought
not unto the Lord, but unto the physicians,” was
both occasioned and aggravated by this circum-
stance, that there were at that time none but ma-
gical physicians. But others have thought that
some of Asa’s ancestors had been medically dis--
posed, and were students in the art of healing.
From hence might come the name of Asa, which
in Chaldee, means physician. On this account the
king might have the greater esteem for those who
were skilled in medicine, and might put such a
confidence in them as to neglect the glorious God,
the only author and giver of health. What 1

¥ Phnnacos, in Greek, being & sorcerer.
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aimat in this paragraph, is to encourage a conduet
the reverse of all this; that my honourahle Asn,
(such the son of Sirach has taught me to call
him ) would himself continually go te God our
Saviour, and as far as possible, bring all his pa-
tients to him alse.

Finally—An industrious and ingenious gemile-
man of your profession, has a passage in his Phar-~
macopwia Buteana, whioh I will here insert, be-
cause very meny of you can speak the same lan-
guage; and by imserting it, I hope to inecrease the
number.

* I know mo poor oreature that ever eame to.
e, in the whole course of my praetice, that once
went from me without my desired help, gratis.

And I have accounted the restoration of such '

a poor, and wretched creature, a greater blessing
to me, than if I had psocured the wealth of both
the Indiea. 1 capnat so wel express myself con-
cerning this matier, as | ean conceive it; but ¥
am sure I should have heen maze pleased, and had
o greater satisfaction in seeing such a helpless crea~
ture restored tq his desired health, then if § bhad
found a very valuable treeasure. As I can never
repent, of the good which I have done this way,
so I resolve to comtinue the same practiee, for 1
certainly know that I bave had the signal hiess-
ing of God attending my endeavours.”

“] will get me unto the RICH MEN, and will
speak unto them,” for they will know the ways to

-2
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* do gead,” and will think what they shall be
able to say when they come into the judgment of
their Ged. A person of quality, quoting that
passage, * The desire of a man is his kindness,”
invited me so to read .it, “ The only desireable
thing in & man is his goodness.” How happy
would the world be, if every person of quality
were to become of this persuasion! It isan article
in my commission, * Charge them that are rich
in this world, that they do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to
commugicate.” In pursuance thereof, I will re-
mind rich men of the opportunities to * do good,”
with which God, who gives power to get wealth,
has favoured and enriched them. Itisa very good
aceount that has been sometimes given of a geod
man ;* As to the wealth of this world, he knew
no geod in it, but the doing of goed with it.”
Yea, those men who have had very little good-
ness in them, yet ig describing “ the manners of
the age,” in whiok perbaps they themselves bave
had toq deep & share, have seen occasien to sub-
seribe apd publish this prime dictate of reason;
“ Weare none the better for any thigg, barely
for the propriety’s sake; but it is the application
of it that gives every thing its value. Whoever
baries his talent, betrays 5 sacred trust, and, de-
frauds thase who stand in need of it.” Sirs, you
cannot but ackpowledge. that, it is the sovereign _*
God who has bestpwed upen yeu the riches which
distinguish you. A dexil himself, when he saw a
rioh man, could nat byt make this acknowledg-
mead to the God of heaven;‘‘ Thou bast blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance is in-
creased in the land.” Itis also to be hoped, that

)
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you are not unmindful that tire riches in your
possession are some of the talents, of which you
must give an account to the glorious Lord who
has entrusted you with them; and thatyou will
give your account with grief, and not with joy, if
it should be found that all your property has been
laid out to gratify the appetites of the flesh, and
little or nothing of it consecrated to the service of
God, and .of his kingdom in the world. It was-
said to the priests of old, when the servants were.
assigned them; “ Unto you they aré given asa
gift for the Lord.” This may be said of all our
estates: what God gives us, is not given us for
ourselves, but  for the Lord.” ¢ Cum crescunt’
donn,' crescunt etiam rationes donorum.”* In-
deed there is hardly any professor of christianity
so vicious ‘that he will not confess that all his pro-
perty isto be used for honest purposes, and part
of it for pious ones. If any plead their poverty
to excuse and exempt them from doing any thing
this way :—O thou poor widow with thy two mites,
eternised in the history of the Gospel, thou shalt
* rise up in the judgment with this generation, and
shall condemnit;’ and let them also know, that
they take a course to condemn and confine them-
selves to eternal poverty. :

But the main question is, what proportwn ofa’
man’s income is to be devoted to pious uses? And
now, let it not seem a “ hard saying,”—if I tell

7 youthat a ftenth part is the least that you can

bring under & more solemn dedication to the Lord ;
for whom, in one sense, we are to lay out our all.
A farthing less would make an enlightened and con--

* When God's gifis to us are multiplied, our obhgahonl to gwe
ere multiplied.
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siderate christian suspicious of his incurring the
danger of sacrilege. By the pious uses for which
your tenths are thus challenged, I do not in-
. tend only the maintenance of the evangelical mi-
nistry, but also the relief of the miserable, whom
our merciful Saviour has made the receivers of his
rents; together with all that is to be more di-
rectly done for .the preserving and promoting of
piety in the world. Since there is a part of every
. man’s revenues due to the glorious Lord, and to
purposes of piety, it is not fit that the determina-
tion of what part it must be, should be left to
such hearts as ours. My friend, thou hast, it may
be, too high an opinion of thy own wisdom and
gooduess, if nothing but thy own carnal heart is
to determine what proportion of thy revenues are
to belaid out for Him, whom thou art so ready
to forget when he has filled thee. But if the Lord
himself, to whom thou art but a steward, has
fixed on any part of our usual income for himself,
asitis most reasonable that he should have the
fixing of it, certainly a tenth will be found the
least that he has called for. A tenth is the least
part in the first division of numbers, which is that
of units. Grotius remarks it, as the foundation
of the laws of tithes: ¢ Numerus denarius genti-
bus ferme cunctis numerandi finis est. Almost all
‘nations reckon by tens.” It is but reasonable,
and the very light of nature will declare for it, that
the great God, who with a seventh day is owned
_as the Creator, should witha tenth part be ac-
knowledged as the possessor ofall things. We do
not allow him so much as (ke least, if we withhold
a tenth from him: less than that, is less than
what all nations make the least. Cerfainly to
G
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withhold this, is to withhold more than is proper.
Sirs, you know the tendency of this. Long be-
fore the Mosaic dispensation of the law, we find
that this was Jacob’svow : ¢ The Lord sheil be my
God, and of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely
give the tenth unto thee.” It seems we do not
sufficiently declare that the Lord is our God,”
if wedo not give a tenth to him. And how can
we approve ourselves ¢ Israelites indeed,” if we
"slight such an example as that of our father
Jacob. I will ascend alittle higher. In one text
"we read that our father Abraham, ¢ gave Mel-
chisedek the tenth of all.” In another text we
" ‘read of our Saviour Jesus, « Thou art a priest for
ever after the order of Melchisedek.” From hence
I form this conclusion: the rights of Melchi-
sedek belong to our Jesus, the royal high priest
now officiating for us in the heavens. The tenths
were the rights of Melchisedek ; therefore the
tenths belong to our Jesus. I do in my consci-
ence believe that this argument cannot be an-
‘swered ; and the man who aitempts it, seems
to darken the evidence of his being one of the true
‘children of Abraham.
Inow renew my appeal to the light of nature:
_to nature thou shalt go; It is very certain that the
"Pagans used to.decimate for sacred uses. Pliny
tells us, that the Arabians did so. Xenophon in-
“forms us, that the Grecians had the same practice.
“You find the custom to be as ancient as the pen
‘of Herodotus can make it. It is confirmed by
"Pausanias and Diodorus Siculus, and a whole army
of authors besides Doughty, have related and as-
serted it. I will only introduce Festus, to speak
for them all:* Decima queque veteres Diis suis
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offerebant.”® Christian, wilt thou do less for
thy God than the poor perishing Pagans did for
theirs? ¢ O, tell it not”—but this I will tell;
that they who have conscientiously employed their
tenths in pious uses, have usually been remarka-

bly blessed in their estates, by the providence of~ .-

God. Theblessing has been sometimes delayed,
with some trial of their patience: Not for any
injustice in their hands; their prayer has been
« pure.” And their belief of the future state has
been sometimes tried, by their meeting with losses
and disappointments. But then, their liffle has
been so blessed as to be still a competency; and
God has so favoured them with contentment, that
it has yielded more than the abundance of many
others. Very frequently too, they have been
rewarded with remarkable success in their affairs,
and inerease of their property; and even in this
world have seén the fulfilment of those promises ;
“ Cast thy grain into the moist ground, and thou
shalt find it after many days.” ¢ Honour the
Lord with thy substance; so shall thy barns be
filled with plenty.” History has given us many
delightful examples of those who have had their
decimations followed and rewarded by a surprising
prosperity of their affairs. Obscure mechanics and
husbandmen have risen to estates, of which once
they had not the most distant expectation. The
excellent Gouge, in his treatise, entitled, ¢ The
surest and safest way of thriving,” has collected
some such examples. The Jewish proverb, ¢ De-
cima, ut dives fias; Tithe, and be rich,” would
"be oftener verified, if more frequently practised.

* The ancients offered to their gods the tenth of every thing,
G2

5
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< Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts,
#f I'will not pour out a blessing upon you.”

But let the demand of ¢liberal things” grow
uponyou : a Zenth I have called the least; for
some it is much too liftle. Men of large incomes,
who would not * sow to their flesh, and of the
flesh reap corruption,” may and will often go be-
-yond this proportion. Some rise to a fifth; and
the religious Countess of Warwick would not stop
at any thing short of a fhird. Gentlemen of for-
tune, who are my readers, would perhaps excuse
me ifI were to carry them no higher than this,
and to say nothing to them of a Johannes Elee-
mosynarius, who annually made a distribution of
all to pions uses; and having settled his affairs,
said, “ I bless God that I have now nothing left
but my Lord and Master, Christ, whom I long to
be with, and to whom I can now fly with unen-
tangled wings.” Yet'I will mention to them the
example of some eminent merchants, who, hav-
ing obtained moderate and competent estates, have
resolved never to be richer. They have carried on
brisk and extensive trades, but whatever profits
raised their incomes above the fixed sum, they
have entirely devoted to pious uses. Were any
of them losers by this conduct? Not one.

The Christian emperor Tiberius II. was famous
for his religious bounties: his empress thought
him even profuse in them. But he told her that he
-should never want money so long as, in obedi-
ence to a glorious Christ, he should supply the
necessities of the poor, and abound in religious
benevolence. Once, immediately after he had
made a liberal distribution, he unexpectedly found
a mighty treasure, and at the same time tidings
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werebrought to him, of the death of a very rich man
who had bequeathed to him all his wealth. And
men in far humbler stations can relate very many
and interesting anecdotes of this nature, even from
their own happy experience. I cannot forbear
transcribing some lines of my honoured Gouge on
this occasion :

“Iam verily persuaded that there is scarcely
any man who gives to the poor proportionably to
what God has bestowed on him; but, if he ob-
serve the dealings of God’s providence towards
him, will find the same doubled and redoubled
upon him in temporal blessings. I dare challenge
all the world to produce one instance, (or at least
any considerable number of instances,) of a mer-
ciful man, whose charity has undone him. On
the contrary, as the more living wells are ex-
hausted, the more freely they spring and flow;
so the substance of charitable men frequently mul-
tiplies in the very distribution: even as the five
loaves and few fishes multiplied, while being
broken and distributed, and as the widow’s cil in-
creased by being poured out.”

- I will add a consideration which, methinks, will
act as a powerful motive upon the common feel-
ings of human nature. Let rich men, who are
not *“ rich towards God,” especially such as have
no children of theirown to make their heirs, con-
sider the vile ingratitude with which their succes-
sors will treat them. Sirs, they will hardly allow
you a‘ tombstone ; but wallowing in the wealth
you have left them, and complaining that you left
it no sooner, they will insult your memory and
ridicule your economy and parsimony. How
much wiser would it be for you to do good with



126

your estates while you live, and at your death to
£— dispose of them in a manner which may embalm

your pames to posterity, and be for your advan-

tage in the world to which you are going, - That

your souls may enjoy the good of paradisaical re-

flections, at the same time that others are inherit-

ing what you have left to them.

I will only annex the compliment of a certain
person to his friend, upon his accession to an
estate: * Much good may it do you; that is,
much good may you do with it.”

I hope we are now ready for Proposals; and
that we shall set ourselves to * devise liberal
things.” .

Gentlemen'! To relieve the necessities of the
poor is a thing acceptable to the compassionate
God, who bas given to you what he might have
given to them, and has given it to you that you
might have the honour and pleasure of imparting
it to them ; and who has said, ¢ He that hath

— pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord.” The
more you regard the command and example of
a glorious Christ in what you do this way, the
moreassurance you have that in the day of God you
shall joyfully hear him saying, “ You have done
it unto me.” And the more humble, silent, re-
served modesty you express, concealing even from
the left band what is done with the right, the
more you are assured of a great reward in the hea-
venly world. Such liberal men, it is observed,
are generally long-lived men; (* fructus liberat

—-  arborem;”*) and at last they pass from this into

everlasting life.

. * Gathering the fruit relieves the tree.

o Riempgialth
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The true Lady is one who feeds the poor, and
relieves their indigence.* In the days of primitive
christianity, ladies of the first quality would seek
out the sick, visit hospitals, see what help they
wanted, and assist them with an admirable alacrity.
What a “ good report” have the mother and sister,
of Nazianzen obtained from his pen, for their un-
wearied bounty to the poor! Empresses them-
selves have stooped to relieve the miserable, and
never appeared so truly great as when they thus
stooped.

A very proper season for your alms is, when
you keep your days of prayer: that your prayers.
and your alms may go up together as a memorial
before the Lord. Verily, there are prayers m
alms: and, *“ Is pot this the fast that I have
chosen, saith the Lord.” The expression of the
beggar among the Jews was; ¢ Deserve something
by me :” among us it might be; ‘“ Obtain some-
thing by me.” '

Thereis a certain city, in which every house
‘has a box hanging by a chain, on which is
written, ‘“ Remember the poor;” and they sel-
dom conclude a bargain without putting some-
thing into the box. The deacons have the key,
and once a quarter go round the city, and take
out the money. When that city was in imminent
danger a man of moderate character was heard to
say, ¢ That he was ofopinion, God would preserve
that city from being destroyed, if it were only far
the great charity which its inhabitants express to

* The following is supposed to be the etymology of the word Latly.
It was at first Leafdian, from Leaf or Laf, which signifies a loaf of
bread, and D'ian to serve. It was afterwards corrupted to Lgfdy,
and at length o Lady. So that, it appears, the original meaning of
the term implies one who distributes bread,

h
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the poor.” It is the richest city of the richest
country, for its size, that ever existed: a city
which is thought to spend, annually, in charita-
ble uses, more than all the revenues which the fine
country of the Grand Duke of Tuscany bringsin to
its arbitrary master. ¢ Manus pauperum est Christi
gazophylacium.”*

When you dispense your alms to the poor, who
know what it is to pray, you may oblige them to
pray for you by name, everyday. Itisanexcellent
thing to have the blessing of those who have been
ready to perish, thus coming upon you. Observe
here a surprising sense in which you may be —
** praying always.” You are so, even while you
are sleeping, if those whom you have thus obliged
are praying for you. And now look for the accom-
plishment of that word: ¢ Blessed is he that con-
sidereth the poor: the Lord will preserve him, and
keep him alive, and he shall be blessed upon the
earth.”

Very frequently your alms are dispersed among
such persons as very much need admonitions of
piety. Cannot you contrive to mingle a spiritual
charity with your temporal bounty? Perhaps you

_may discourse with them about the state of their
souls, and may obtain from them, (for which you
have now asingular advantage,) some declared re-
solutions to do what they ought to do. Or else you
may convey to them little books, or tracts, which
they will certainly promise to read, when you thus
"desire them. v

Charity to the souls of men is undoubtedly the
bighest, the noblest, and the most important

* The hands of the poor are the treasury-box of Christ.
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charity. To furnish the poor with catechisms and
bibles, is to do for them an incalculable service.
No one knows how much he may do by dispersing
books of piety, and by putting into the hands of
mankind such treatises of divinity as may have a
tendency to make them wiser or better. It was a
noble action of some good men, who, a little while
ago, were at the charge of printing thirty thousand
of the ¢ Alarm to the Unconverted,” written by
Joseph Allein, to be given away to such as would
promise to read it. A man of no great fortune has
been known to give away without much trouble,
nearly a thousand books of piety, every year for
many years together. Who can tell, but that with
the expence of less than a shilling, you may * con-
. vert a sinner from the error of -his ways, and save
a soul from death.,” A worse doom than to be
“ condemned to the mines,” rests upon that soul
who had rather hoard up his money than employ it
on such a charity. '

He who supports the office of the evangelical
ministry, supports a good work, and performs one;
yea in a secondary way performs what is done by
the skilful, faithful, and laborious minister. The
servant of the Lord who isencouraged by you, wilk
do the more good for your assistance: and what
you have done for him, and in consideration of the
glorious Gospel preached by him, you have done
for a glorious Christ; and you shall “ receive a
prophet’s reward.” Luther said ; ¢ Si quid scho-
lasticis confers, Deo ipsi contulisti ; What you give
to scholars, you give to God himself.” This is
still more true, when the scholars are become godly

and useful preachers.
a5 '
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I have somewhere met with the following pas-
sage: ‘It was for several years the practice of a
worthy gentleman, in renewing his leases, instead
of making it a condition that his tenants should
keep a hawk or a dog for him, to oblige them to
keep a bible in their houses, and to bring up their
children to read and to be catechised.” Landlords!

v __Ttis worth your consideration whether you may not
in your leases, insert some clauses that may serve
the kingdom of God. You are his tenants in those
very freeholds in which you are landlords to other
men. Oblige your tenants to worship God in their
families.

To take a poor child, especially an orphan, left
in poverty, and to bestow a liberal education upon
it, is an admirable charity ; yes, it may draw after
it a long train of good, and may interest you in all
the good that shall be done by him whom you
bave educated.

Hence also, what is done for Schools, for Col-
leges, and for Hospitals, is done for the general
good. The endowment or maintenance of these
is at onee to do good.to many. !

Bat, alas! how much of the silver and gold’of
the world is buried in hands, where it is little
better than conveyed baek to the mines from
whence it came! How much of it is employed
to as little purpose as what arrives at Hindoostan,
where a great part of itis, after some circulation,
carried as to a fatal centre, and by the Moguls
lodged in subterraneous caves never to see the light
again. * Talia non facit bone ﬁdel et spez Chris-
tianus, *” :

* The christian, whose faith and hope are geauine, acts not thus.
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Sometimes elaborate compositions may be pre-
pared for the press, works of great bulk, and of
still greater worth, by which the best interests of
knowledge and virtue may be considerably pro-

moted ; but they lie, like the impotent man at the.

pool of Bethesda, in silent neglect ; and are likely:

-

to continue in that state, till God inspire some

wealthy persons nobly to subscribe to their publica~
tion, and by this generous application of their proa
perty, to bring them abroad. The names of such
noble benefactors to mankind ought to live as
long as the works themselves; and where the
works do any good, what these have done towards
the publishing of them, ought to be ¢ told for a
memorial” of them.
. I will pursue this subject still farther., It has
" been said that‘“idle gentlemen, and idle beg-
gars, are the pests of the commonweaith.” The
saying may seem affronting, but they who are
offended atit must quarrel with the ashes of a
bishop, for it was Dr. Sanderson’s. Will you
then think, sirs, of some honourable and agreeable
‘employments ? I will mention one. The Pythago-
reans forbade men’s ¢ eating their own brains,” or,
« keeping their goed thoughts to themselves.”
The incomparable Boyle observes, that ‘ as to re-
ligious books, in geperal, those which have been
written by laymen,and especially by gentlenren,have
(cmteris paribus) been better received, and more
effectunl, than those published by clergymen.”
Mr. Boyle’s were certainly so. Men of quality
have frequently attained such accomplishments ip
languages and science, that they have become pro-
digies of literature. Their libraries also have been
stupendous collections, approaching towards Va-
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tican or Bodleian dimensions. An English gen-
tleman- has been sometimes the most ¢ accom-
. plished person in the world.” How many of these
(besides a Leigh, a Wolsely, or & Polhill,) have
been benefactors to mankind by their admirable
writings! It were much to be wished that persons
of wealth and elevation would qualify themselves
for the use of the pen as well as of the sword, and
deserve this eulogium—** They have wriften excel-
lent things.” An English person of quality, in
his treatise, entitled, ¢ A View of the Soul,”
has the following passage,— It is certainly the

highest dignity, if not the greatest happiness, of
~ which human pature is capable in the vale below,
to have the soul so far enlightened, as to become
the mirror, or conduit, or conveyer of God’s truth
toothers.”  Itis a bad motto for a man of capa-
city—“ My understanding is unfruitful.” Gen-
tlemen, consider what subjects may most properly
and usefully fall under your cultivation. Your
pens will stab atheism and vice more effectually
than other men’s. If out of your ¢ Tribe™™ there
come forth ¢ those who handle the pen of the
writer,” they will do uncommon execution. One
' of them has ingenuously said—‘ Though I know
Bome functions, yet 1 know no truths of reli-
gion, which, like the Showbread, are ouly for the
priests.” ¥

I will present to you but one proposal more,
and it is this, That you Would wisely chuse &
friend of good abilities, of warm affections, and
of excellent piety (a minister of such a charaeter
'if you can) and intreat him, yea oblige him to

* Matt, xil. 4,
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study for you, and to suggest to you, opportu-
nities to do good. Make him, as Ambdrosius did
his Origen, your Monitor. Let him advise you.
from time to time, what good youmay do. Let him
see that he never gratifies you more than by his
advice on this head. If a David have a seer to
perform such an office for him, one who may
search for occasions of doing good, what exten-
sive services may be done for the temple of God in
the world !

"~ Let me only add, that when gentlemen occa-
sionally meet together, why should not their con-
versation correspond with their superior station ?
They should deem it beneath them to employv
the conversation on trifling subjects, or in such
a way that, if it were secretly taken in short hand,
they would blush to hear it repeated.* Sirs, it
becomes a gentleman to entertain his company
with the finest thoughtson the finest themes; and
certainly there cannot be a subject so worthy of a
gentleman as this—What good is there to be done
in the world? Were this noble subject more fre-
quently started in the conversation of gentlemen,
incredible good might be achieved.

I will conclude by saying—You must accept of
any public service, of which you are capable, when
you are called to it. Houest Jeans has this pun-
gent passage: “ The world applauds the prudent
retirement of those who bury their parts and gifts
in an obscure privacy, though they have a fair call,
bothfrom God and man, to public engagements:
but the terrible censure of these men by Jesus

* ¢ Nihil sed nuge, et risus, et verba proferuntur in ventum—"

“ Ngthmg but jesting, and laughing, and words scattered by the
wind,”
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Christ at the last day, will prove them to have
been the most arrant fools that ever lived on the
face of the earth.” The fault of not employing
our talent for the public good, is justly styled, «“ A
great sacrilege in the temple of the God of Nature.”
It was a sad age of which Tacitus said, ¢ Indolent
retirement was wisdom.”*

1t will be recollected, that one of our first pro-
posals was, that every one should consider ¢ What
can I do for the service of God, and the welfare of
man ?” It may be hoped that all O¥FICERS, as
such, will conform to what has been proposed. It
should be the concern of all officers, from the em-
peror to the enomotarch, to do all the good they
can ; there is, therefore, the less occasion to make
a more particalar application to inferior officers
of various kinds, all of whom Mave opportunities
to do good, more or less, in their hands. How-
ever, they shall not all have reason to complain of
being neglected.

In some churches there are ELDERS,} who
“rule well,” though they do not *labour in the
word and doctrine.” It becomes such persons
often to inquire, “ What shall I do to prevent
strife, or any other sin, that may become a root
of bitterness in the church; and that Christ and
Holiness may reign in it; and, that the ministry

* Inertia fait sapientia.
+ In primitive times, Ecclesia seniores babuit~=the chleb had
its elders.
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of the Pastor may be countenanced, encouraged,
and prospered ?” Their visits of the flock, and
their endeavours to prepare the people for special
ordinances, may be of great advantage to the state
of religion. \

There are DEACONS also, with whom the tem-
poral affairs of the church are entrusted. It would
be well, if they would frequently inquire:
“ What may I do that the treasury of Christ may

be increased ? What may I do that the life of my
~ faithful Pastor may be rendered more comfortable 2
What members of the flock do I think deficient in
their contributions to support the interests of the
Gopel, and shall I say ** with great boldness in
the faith” to them, on this subject?”

In the STATE there are many officers, to whom
the most significant and comprehensive proposal
that can be made would be, To consider their
oaths. 1f they would seriously reflect on the du-
ties to which their oaths oblige them, and would
carefully perform those duties, a great deal of
good would be done. But we must a little partis
cularize,

As the REPRESENTATIVES of any place have
opportunities to do good to the people at large,
so they should be particularly solicitous for the
good of that place which has elected them. Their
inquiry should be, ¢ What motions may I bring
forward which will be for the public good, or for
the advantage of my constituents ?”

Those whom we call the *‘ SELECT MEN” of
& town, will disappoint the expectations which are
Jjustly formed of them, if they do not diligently
cousider, * What shall I do that I may be a bless-
ing to the town which I am now to serve ?”

y -
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GRAND-JURYMEN may very profitably inquire,
¢ What growing evils or nuisances do I discover
which I shall do well to make public?” They
should hold their consultations upon these mat-
ters, as men in earnest for the good of the coun-
try. Indeed all jurymen should be good men. -
Our old compellation of a neighbour by the title
of goodman, has this origin ; it was as much as to
say, one qualified to serve on a jury. Let such
therefore answer their original designation, by doing
good, and by contriving how they may do it.

Why should CoONSTABLES be excused from
these obligations? Their name (Constabularius)
was first derived from the care of * making unruly
horses stand well together in the stable.” Sirs,
you have it in your power to do much good by
being ¢ Masters of restraints,” in your walks
and otherwise, to unruly cattle. What are vicious
persons, though perhaps in honourable stations,
but like the beasts! Well-disposed constables have
done wonderful things in a town, to promote good
order. I must therefore beg them to put to
themselves the same question; ‘¢ What good
may Ido?”’

Where TITHING-MEN are chosen and sworn,
they have an opportunity of doing more than a
little good, if they will conscientiously perform
their duty. Letthem well study the laws which
lay down their duty, and let them also make the
same inquiry: *“ What good may I do?’ Let
them consult with one another at certain times, in
order to find out what .they have it in their
power to do, and to assist and strengthen one
another in doing it. I have now done with the
civil list,

T — e—-—'-.:h;"_a——— = e
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MiurraRY COMMANDERS have their opportu-
nities to ¢ do good.” They do this in an emi-
nent degree when they support exercises of piety in
their several companies and regiments, and when
they rebuke the vices of the camp with due seve-
rity. Might not societies to suppress these vices
be formed in the camp, to very good purpose,
under their inspection ? If the soldiers ask, “ What
shall we do ?” all my answer at present is, Sirs,
consider what you have to do.

COMMANDERS AT SEA have their opportunities
also. The more absolute they are in their com-
mand, the greater are their opportunities. The
worship of God seriously and constantly main-
tained abroad, will have a very happy effect. A
body of good orders hung up in the steerage may
produce consequences for which all the people in
the vessel may at last have reason to be thankful.
Books of piety should also be taken aboard, and
the men should be desired to retire for the perusal
of them, and for other pious exercises.

But whilst our book seems to have so far dis-
charged its office and intention of a counsellor as
to leave no further expectations, a considerable
number of persons present themselves to our no-
tice, who would bhave just cause for complaint,
if among proposals to do good, they should re-
main unnoticed. Some whom we do not find
among those who addressed the blessed morning-
star of our Saviour for his direction, yet are now
found among those who inquire, “ And what
shall we do ?” I refer to the GENTLEMEN OF THE
LAW, who have that in their hands, the end of
which is, * To do good;” and the perversion
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of which from its professed end is one of the worst
of evils.

Gentlemen, your opportunities to do good are
such, that proposals of what you are able to do,
cannot but promise themselves an obliging recep-
tion with you. You have considerable advantages
for this purpose, arising from your liberal and
gentlemanly education: for with respect even to
the common pleaders at the bar, I hope that
maxim of the law will not be forgotten: ¢ Dig-
nitas advocatorum non patitur ut in eam recipi-
atur, qui antea fuerat vilioris conditionis;” ¢ The
situation of a lawyer is so dignified, that none
should be raised to it from a mean condition in
life.” Things are not come to so bad a state that
an honest lawyer should require a statue, as the
honest publican of old did, merely on the score of
rarity. You may,if you aim at it, be entitled to
one on the scoxe of universal and meritorious use-
Julness.

Inorder to your being useful, sirs, it is neces-
sary that you should be skilful ; and that you may
. arrive at an excellent skill in the law, you will

be well advised what authors to study: on this
point, it may be of the utmost consequence to be
well advised. The knowledge of your own statute-
law is incontestibly needful. The same may be
said of the common-law, which must continually
accompany the execution of it. Here, besides
useful dictionaries, you have your Cook, Vaughan,
" Wing ate, &c. &c. with whom you may converse.
I am sorry to find a gentleman, about the middle
.of the former century, complaining of the English
law, ¢ that the books of it cannot be perused with



any deliberation, under three or four years, and
that the expence of them is enormous.” I do not
propose so tedious a task ; for the civil law must
also be known by those who would be fully ac-
quainted with legal proceedings. Huge volumes,
and loads of them, have been written upon it;
but among these, two small ones, at least, should.
be consulted, and digested by every one who
would not be an ignoramus—I mean the Enchiri-
dion of Corvinus, and Arthur Duck’s Treatise De
usu el authoritate juris civilis.* 1 will be still
more free in declaring my opinion. Had I learn-
ing enough to manage a cause of that nature, 1
should be ready to maintain it at any bar in the
world, that there never was under the cope of
heaven, a more learned man, than the incompara-
ble ALsTEDIUS. He has written on every subject
in the whole circle of learning, as accurately and as
exquisitely as those who have devoted their whole
lives to the cultivation of any one particular sub-
ject. The only reason why his compositions are
not more esteemed is, the pleonasm of his worth,
and their desert of so much esteem. To hear some
silly men ridicule his labours by a foolish pun on
his name—A4Il's tedious, is td see the ungrateful
folly of the world; for conciseness is one of his
peculiar excellencies. They might more justly
charge him with any thing, than with tediousness.
This digression only serves to introduce a recom-
mendation of his ¢ Jurisprudentia,” as one of the
best books in the world for a lawyer. I shall wrong

r'e

* Concerning the use and authority of the common law. [A cen-
tury has certainly produced other books of great value to the gen-
tlemen of the law, but it was thought proper to retain the author's.
advice on this subject, as well as on others,)

~ .
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itif Isay ¢ It is much in a little:” I would rather
say “ Itis allin one.”

A lawyer should be a scholar. It is vexatious
that the emperor Justinian, whose name is now
on the laws of the Roman empire,* is by Suidas
called *“ Analphabetos—one who scarcely knew
his alphabet.” It is vexatious to find Accursius,
one of the first commentators on the laws, fall
into so many gross mistakes, through his igno-
rance.t But, when you are called upon to be
wise, the design is, that you may be wise to do
good. Without this disposition, “ Doth not their
excellency which is in them go away ? They die
even without wisdom.” A foundation of piety
must first be laid ; an inviolable respect to the holy
and just and good law of God. This must be the
rule of all your actions; and it must particularly
regulate your practice of the law. Youare sensible
that it was always the custom of the civil law to
begin with—* A Deo optimo maximo”— To the
most high and gracious God:” nor was it unusual
for the instruments of the law to begin with the
first two letters of the name of Christ, in Greek
characters. The life of the lawyer should have
its beginning there, and be carried on with a con-
stant regard to it. The old Saxon laws had the
Ten Commandments prefixed to them—Tern Words
of infinitely greater value than the famous Twelve

* They bear his name, because it was by his order that Tribonian
made his hasty, and some say fallacious, collection of them, from the
two thousand volumes, into which they had been growing for a thou-
sand years,

+ When a sentence of Greek occurred in the text, he was able to
afford no better gloss than this, “ Hec Graica sunt, quee nec legi, nec

intelligi possunt—This is Greek, which can neither be read nor ex-
plained.”
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Tables so much admired by Twully and other an-
cient writers ; in the fragments of which, collected
by Baldwin, there are some things horribly un-
righteous and barbarous. These are to be the first
laws with you: and, as all the laws that are con-
trary to these are pso facto null and void, so, in
the practice of the law, every thing disallowed by
these must be avoided. The man whom the
Scripture calls a lawyer was a Karatile, or one
who strictly adhered to the written law of God, in
opposition to the Pharisee and the T'raditionist. 1
know not why every lawyer should not still be, in
the best sense, a Karaife. By manifesting a reve-
rence for the divine law, both that of reason
and that of superadded Gospel, you will do good
in the world beyond what you can imagine. You
will redeem your honourable profession from the
injury which bad men have done to its reputation ;
and you will obtain a patronage for it very different
from that which the Satyr in the idle story of
your Saint Evona has assigned to it.

Your celebrated Ulpian wrote seven books, to,
shew the several punishments which ought to be
inflicted on christians. Itis to be hoped that you
will invent as many services to be-done to the
cause of christianity, services to be performed for
the kingdom of your Saviour, and methods by
which to demonstrate that you yourselves are
among the best of christians.

I am not sure that our Tertullian was the gentle-
man of that name, who hath some Consulta in the
Roman Digesta ; which Grotius and others will not
admit: yet Eusebius tells us that he was well
' skilled in the Roman laws: and in his writings you
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find many law terms, particularly ¢ Prescriptions
against Heretics,” which were, as we learn from
Quintillian and others, the replies of defendants
to the actions of the plaintiffs. I propose that
others of the faculty study all possible ¢ Prescrip-
tions” against those who would injure the cause
of christianity, and ‘ apologies” for the church
and cause of our Saviour. Bat, sirs, it must first
of all be done in your own virtuous, exact, up-
right conduct, under all temptations. The mis-
carriages of some individuals must not bring a
blemish on a noble and useful profession.

But although the profession in general must not
be blamed for the faults of a few, yet many will
allow the justness of the following answer, which
occurs in & late publication, entitled, ¢ Examen
Miscellaneum :” “ A lawyer who is a knave, de-
serves death more than the man that robs on the
highway ; for be profanes the sanctuary of the dis-
tressed, and betrays the liberties of the people.”
To avoid such a censure, a lawyer must shun all
those indirect ways of “ making haste to be rich,”
in which a man cannot be innocent: such ways
as provoked the father of Sir Matthew Hale to
abandon the practice of the law, on account of the
extreme difficulty of preserving a good conscience
in it. Sir, be prevailed upon constantly to keep
-a court of chancery in your own breast ; and scorn
and fear to do any thing but that which your
conscience will pronounce consistent with, and
conducing to—* Glory to God in the highest,
peace on earth, and good-will towards men.” The
very nature of your profession leads you to medi-
tate on ¢ a judgment to come.” O that you
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would so realize and antedate that judgment, as to
do nothing but what you verily believe will be ap-
proved init!

This piety must operate, very particularly, in
the Pleading of Causes. You will abhor, sir, to
appearina dirty cause. Ifyou discover that your
client has an unjust cause, you will faithfully ad-
vise him of it. The question is, * Utrum fal-
laciis et deceptionibus ad convincendum adver-
sarium uti liceat —Whether it be lawful fo use
falsehood and deceit in contending with an adver-
sary ?” It is to be hoped that you havedetermined
this question like an honest man. You will be
sincerely desirous that truth and justice should
take place. You will speak nothing which shall
be to the prejudice of either. You will detest the
use of all unfair arts to confound evidences, to
brow-beat witnesses, or to suppress what may
give light in the case. Yon have nothing to ob-
“ject to that old rule of pleading a cause: < Cog-
" nita iniquitate, a suscepto ejus patrocinio advo-
catus desistere debet.-——~When the guilt of the party
is clearly proved, the counsel ought to withdraw his
support.” I remember that Schusterus, a famous
lawyer and counsellor, whe died at Heidelberg in.
the year 1672, has an admirable passage in his
epitaph :

“ Morti proximus vocem emisit ;
Nihil se unquam suasisse consilio,
Cujus jam jam moriturum peniteret.”

“ When at the point of death he could say, I
never in the whole course of my practice gave an
opinion of which I now repent.” A lawyer who
can leave the world with such language as this,
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proves a greater blessing to the world than can be
expressed.

I cannot encourage any gentleman to spend
much time in the study of the Canon law ; which
Baptista a Sancto Blasio has found to contradict
the civil law in two hundred instances. The ¢ de-
crees,” the “ decretals,” the “ clementines,” and
¢ extravagants,” which compose the hideous vo-
lumes of that law, would compel any wise man
to make the same apology for his aversion to it
which such a one once made: ¢ Non possum, do-
mine, vesci stercore humano :—I cannot, sir, feed
on that which is vile.” Agrippa, who was a doctor
of that law, said of it, ¢ It is neither of God nor
Jor Him: nothing but corruption invented it ;
nothing but avarice has practised it.” Luther be-
gan the reformation with burning it. Neverthe-
less there is one point much insisted on in the
canon law, which well deserves your serious
consideration; that is,—RESTITUTION. When
men have obtained riches without right, or have
heaped up wealth in any dishonest and criminal
ways, a restitution will be a necessary and essen-
tial part of that repentance which alone will find
acceptance with heaven. The solemnity of this

thought may stand like an “ angel with a drawn
sword” in your way, when you may be under a
temptation to leave the path of duty, to go after
the ¢ wages of unrighteousness.” Our law was once
given to us in French. Many of you, gentlemen,
know the modern French as well as the ancient.
Mons. Placette has given you a valuable treatise of
Restitution, in which there is a chapter, ¢ Des
cas ou les Avocats sont obliges a restituer—Of the
cases in which counsellors are obliged to make re-
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stitution.” In. that chapter some persons will
find a sad Bill of Cosis tazed for them ; and among’
other assertions, this is one: “ 8%l exige une ‘re-’
compense excessive et disproportionée a ce qu’il
fait, il est oblige a restituer ce qu’il prend de trop.”
In plain Eaglish : ¢ Excessive fees must be dis-
gorged by restitution.” This shouid be:<consi-
dered. '
It is an old complmnt e tha.t a good lo,wyer is
seldom a good neighbour.” You know .how to
confute it, gentlemen, by making your skill in the
law a blessing to the neighbourhood. It was affirmed
as long-ago' as in the time of Sailust,  Sine Causi-
dicis satis feelices olim fuere, futurmque: funt
urbes—Towns were happy formerly, when there
were no lawyers.; and they will be: so.again when
therace is extinet;” but you may, if you please,
.be a vast accessian to the bappiness of the places

where you reside. .
You shali have some of my proposals for it; in
a historical exhibition. In the life of Mr. John
Cotton, the author relates. fhe; following, concern-
ing his father, who was a lawyer. * That worthy
man was very remarkable in two most admirable
practices. One was, that when any one of his neigh-
‘bours wishing to sue another, applied to him for
iadvice, it was his custom, in the most persuasive
and affectionate manner imaginable, to attempta
.xeconciliation between both parties ; preferring the
- . consolation of being a peace-maker, to all the feés
which he might have obtained by blowing up the
differences. Another was, he was accustomed, every
. night, to examine himself, with reflections on the
. trapsactions of the past day ; and if he found that
he bad neither done good to others, nor got good

.
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to his owu soul, be was as much grieved as Titus .
was when he complained in the evening—
“ Amiei, diem perdidi—My friends! I have lost a
dl’ »

What a noble thing would it be for you tofind
out oppressed widows and orphans; and ' as such
chn appear only ¢ in forma pauperis;’ and are
objects, in whose oppression ¢ might overcomes
right,” generously plead their cause! ¢« Deliver
the poor and needy, and rid them out of the hand
of the ‘wicked”—it will be a glorious and a Ged-
like notion ! \

Affluent persons, about to meke their wills,
mey frequently ask your advice. You may em-
brece the opportmnity of advising them to such
Jiberality in bebalf of pious purposes, as may
greatly advance the kingdom of God in the world.
And, wben you have opportunity, by law, to
rescue “ the things that are God’s” from the sa-
erilegious hands that would* rob God,” it may
be hoped that you will do it with all possible ge-
werosity and alacrity. O excellent imitation of pur
-glorious Advocate in the heavens!

Is there nothing to be amended in the laws?
Perhaps you may discover many things yet want-
ing in the laws; or mirchiefs in the execution or
-application of them, which ought to be provided
against; or mischiefs which annoy mankind,
against which, no laws are yet provided. The re-
formation of the laws, and more laws for the re-
formation of the world, are loudly called for. I do
not affirm that our laws could be ‘so reduced,
that, like those of Geneva, they might be con-
tained in five sheets of paper; but certainly the
laws meay be so corrected, that the world may
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more sensibly and generally enjoy the benefit: of
them. If some lawyers, * men of an excellent
spirit,” would direct their attention this way, and
- call the attention of the legislature to them, all
the world might feel the bemefit ofit. A worthy
man, more than fifty years ago, wrote an “ Ex-
emen Legum Anglie—An Exemination of the
English Laws,” which deserves consideration in
the present day.

Your fearning often qualifies you to © write ex-
celent things,” not*only in your own profession,
but also on many other entertaining and edifying
thames. The books which bave been written by
learned lawyers, would, in number, almost equal
an dlexandrian library. Judge by a Freherus™
catalogue, or by a Pryn’s performances. What
valuable works have been produced by a Groliue,
a Hale,a Selden! Gentlemen, you may plead the
cause of religion and of the reformation, by your
well directed pens; and perform innumerable ser-
vices to the public. There is one, at this day,
who, in his * History of the Apostles Creed,”
has obliged us to say, “ he has offered like a
KING to the temple of the King of bheaven.”
May the Lord his God accept him!

Should you be called, Sir, to the administration
of justice, in the quality ofa JUDGE, you,will pre-
scribe to yourself rules, like those which the re-
nowned Lord Chief Justice HALE so religiously
observed, as to become a bright example for all
who occupy the seat of judicature. The sum of
those rules is as follows :

¢ That justice be edministered uprightly, deli-
berately, resolutely.

: TH
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~« Mgt 1 rest not on my ownm uuderstandmg,
but implore the direction of God.

' “That in the execution of Justice, I carefully
 lay aside my owh passions, and mot: give way. to
them, however provoked. R
"% That 1 be wholly intent on the busmess
am about. ’
¢ ‘That I suffer not miyself td be prepohsessed
with any judgment at all, till all' the busmess
and both partiesare heard.” :

“In the pursuance of such methods® to do’ good,
1o serve the cause of righteousness, and introduce
the promised age, in which * the people shall ali
be righteous,” the least of those glorious recom-
pences you may expect, will be the establishment
of your profession, in such & reputation, that the
most prejudiced persons in the world, when seek-
ing to fiud blemishes in it, will be obhged to bring
.m an Ignoramus Co

‘SOCIETIES FOR THE REFORMATION OF MaN«
™ NERS, and for the Suppression of Vice‘, have be-
'gun to grow into estepm, and it is one of the
“best omens that appear in the world, ¢ Behold,
how great a mattera little (of this heavenly) fire
kindleth !” Five or six gentlemen in London,
associated, with a heroic resolution, to oppose
that torrent of wickedness which was carrying all
before it. More were soon added to" their num-
ber; and though they met with great opposition
from “wicked spirits,” incarnate, as well as invi-
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sible opes, and some in * high places” {oo, yet-
they proceeded with a most honou‘able and in-
vineible courage. Their, success, if noé propors
tioned to their courage, was yet far from con-
temptible. .In the punishments inflicted on those
who transgressed the laws of morality, many thou-
sands of sacrifices. were - offered to the holiness of
God. BHuadreds  of houses, - which were the
porghes of hell, and the sgandal of the earth, were
soon shut up. A remarkable check was given to
the raging profanation of the Lord’s name; and
the Lord’s day was not so openly and horribly
abused as before. Among other essays to do good,
they secattered many thousands of good books
among the people, which had a tendeney to re-
form their manners. . It was not long before this
excellent example was followed in other parts of
the British empire. , Virtuous men of varioys ranks
and persuasions, became members of the societies.
Persons high and low, churchmen and dissenters,
united ; and the union became formidgble to ‘the
powers of darkness. The report of the societies
flew over the seas, and the pattern was imitated in
other countries. Wise men, in remote parts of
Europe, made  this joyful remark. ypon them,
 that they occasion unspeakable good, and an-
pounce a more illustrious state of the church of
" (God, which is to be expected in the conversion
of Jews and Gentiles.” America too, begins. to
be irradiated with them,

I shall - bere recite ap .account, formerly pre-
sented to the public, of what may be effected .by
such societies, “ What incredible benefits .will
accrue to religion from reforming societies, if the
disposition to promote them should not unhap-
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pily languish. A small society may prove an in-

valuable blessing to a town, whose welfare should

become the object of their watohful attention s
_~ they may be as a garrison to defend it from the

worst of its enemies: they may soon renderit® &

mountain of holiness, and a dwelling of righteons«

ness.” The society may assist in promoting the

execution of those wholesome laws, by which vice

is discouraged. Offenders againat the law may be

kept under such vigilant inspection, that they shail
.~~~ hot éscape punishment; and censured sinners will
be reclaimed from their sins; or, at least, the
judgments of God, which mny be expected where
such sins are indulged, will be diverted. ¢ When
we judge ourselves, the judgments of God will
be averted.” Swearing and cursing wil not in«
fect theair. Men will not reel along the streets,
transformed into swine by drunkenness. The eages
of unclean birds will be¢ dissipated. They whom
idleness rendered dead while they lived, will have
an honest employment provided for them. And
the Lord’s-day will be visibly kept holy to the
Lord.

“ Viee isa cowardly thing; it will soon shrink
before those who boldly oppose it. If any laws,
necessary to remedy what is amiss, be yet- want-
g, the society may apply to the legislative power
to procure them. What is defective in the bye-
Taws of the town, may soon be supplied. The
election of such officers a8 may be faithful, and
useful to the public, may be influenced by the so-
ciety, If any persons be notoriously defective in
their duty, the society may, by suitable admoni«
tions and remonstrances, cguse those defects to be
amegded. Ifany familieslive without family wor-
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ship, the pastor may be informed, whe will visit
them, and exhort them no longer to remain in
their atheism. If any are in danger of being led
away by seducers, or other temptations, care may
be taken to warn them. Schools of various kinds
may derive advantage from such a society. Cha-
rity schools may be erected, inspected, and sup-
ported. Booksand tracts, containing the salt of
heaven, may. be sprinkled all over the land, and
the “ savour of truth,” be diffused about the coun-
try. Finally, the society may find out who are
in extreme necessity, and by their own liberality,
or that of others, may procure assistanee for them.
,“We know that a small society may effect
these things, because we know that they have
been done, and yet the persens who did them have
®deen concealed from the world. To minds ele-
vated above the dregs of mankind, and endued
with any generosity, no other argament to form
sueh a society will be needful, than the prospect
of so much usefulness. This will strongly re-
commend the design to wel-disposed persons, and
they will think it an honour to belong to such a
society.”
The recital of these passages may be sufficient to
jatroduce the following proposal.
‘Fhat a proper number of persons in a neighbour-
" hood, wheose hearts God hath inclined to do good,
ghould form themselves into a society, to meet
when and where they shall agree, and to consider
—* What are the disorders that we may observe
rising among us ; and what may be done, either
by ourselves immediately, or by others through
ouwr advice, to suppress: those disorders?”’ Fhat
they would procure, if they can, the presemeeof a
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Minister with them ; and every time they meet,
presept a prayer to the Lord to bless, direct, and
:prosper the design. That they wounld also pro-
cure, if possible, a Justice of the Peace, to be a
-member of the Society. That half-yearly they
chuse two Stewards, to dispatch the business and
messages of the society, and manage the votes in
it, who shall nominate their successors when
their terin is expired. That they would have a
faithful Treasurer,in whose hands their stock of
charity may be deposited ; and a Clerk to keep a
suitable record of their transactions and purposes;
and, finally, that they carry on their whole de-
sign with as rsuch modesty and silence as possible.

In a town furnished with several such societies,
it has been usual for them all to meet together
oncea year, and keep a day of prayer; in
which they have humbled themselves for doing so
little good, and intreated the pardon of their un-
fruitfulness, through the blood of the great Sacri-
fice; and implored the blessing of heaven on those
essays to do good which they have made, the
counsel and conduct of heaven for their further
attempts, and such influences of heaven asmay ac-
complish that reformation which it was notin their
power to effect.

I will conclude this Proposal by reciting those
Points ¢f Consideration, which may be read to the
societies, at their meetings from time to time,
witha proper pause after each of them, that any
member may offer what he pleases uponit.

1. Is there any remarkable disorder in the place,
which  requires our endeavours for the suppression .
of it? and, In what good, fau', hkely way may
we atlempt it?



153 ,
*2. Isthete any particular person, whose disor-

derly behavioar may beso scandalous, that it may __

be proper to send him our charitable admonition ?
or, Are thereany contending persons whom we
should' exhort to quench their contentions?

3. Is there any particular service to the interests
of religion, which we may conveniently request
our ministers to take notice of ?

" 4. Is there any thing which we may do well to
mention and recommend to 'the magistrates, for
the further promotion of good order ?

5.°Is there any sort of officers among us who
. are g0 unmindful of their duty, that we may pro-
perly remind them of it ?

6. Can any further methods be devised tbat 1g-
norance and wickedness may be chased' from our _
people in geperal ; and that domestio piety, in par-
ticular, may flourish among them?

7. Is there any instance of oppression or fraudu-
lence, in the dealings of any “sort of people, which
may call for our efforts to prevent it in future ?

8. Is there any matter to be humbly recommended
to the legisiative power, to be enacted into a law for—
the public benefit ?

. 9. Da we know of any person langmshmg under
heavy affliction, and what can we do for the suc-
cour of that afflicted neighbour?

10. Hasany person a, proposal to make, for the
further advantage, assigfpee,- a.nd usefulness of
this society?. E

Reader—* Look now towards heaven, and tel!
tiie stars, if thou be able to number them;” yea,
tell first the leaves ofa Hercynian forest, and the
drops of the Atlantic ocean—then tell, how many

Hd -

-
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good things may be done by societies of good nten,
baving such points of consideration before them.

And yet, after all, when sueh societies bave done
all the good they car, and nothing but good, and
walk on in a more unspotted brightness than that
of the moon in heaven, let them expect to be ma-
ligned and libelled as ¢ nset of scoundrels who are
maintained by lying, serve God for untighteous
grin, ferret whores for subsistence, and are not
more zenbous against immorality in their informa-
tions, than for it in their own practice; avoiding
no sin in themselves;, and suffering none in other
peeple.” [ suppose that they ‘who publish. their
censures on ‘* The mannersof the age” will thas
express their malignity, beenuse they kave done so.
Sirs! “ add to your faith, courage,” and be armed
sor fuch atrial of it. o

We will not propose that our Essays fo do good
should ever come to a close ; but we will now put
a close to our tender of Proposals for them ; 1shall
therefore conclude witha Catalogus Desideratorum,
or a mention of some obvious and general services:
for the kingdom of God among men, to which
it is desirable that religious persons should be
awakened.* )

1. The propagation of the holy and glorious re-
ligion of Christ ; a religion which emancipates man-
kind from the worst kind of slavery and misery, and

* Difficilem rem optas, generis humeni- innocentiam : If youlong

for the reformation of mankind; youmre longing for that which itis
difiicult to eccomplish. '
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wonderfully ennobles it ; and whibh alone prepares
men for the blesseduess of anotier world. Why is
this no more attempted by its professors? Prow
testants, will you be out-done by Popish idolaters 2
€ the vast pains which those bigots have taken to

- earry on the Romish merchandize and idolatry ! Ne-

Yese than six hondred clergymen, in the order of
the Jesuits alome, have, within a few years, em~
barked for Ching, to win over that mighty nation
%o their bastard christianity. No'less thamfive hun-
dred of thems lost their Hves in the diffieultien of
their enterprize, and yet the survivors go an with it,
expressing a sort of regret that it fell not to their
share to make a sacrifice of their livesin attempting
the propagation of their religion. “ © my God, I
#am nshamed, and blush to lift up my face to thee,

- my God!” Who can tell what great things might

be done if our trading companies and factories would
set apart a more considerable part of their gains for
this work, and wowld prosecute it more wigorously.
The proposal whieh Gordon has made at the end of
his ** Geography,” that all pereors of property
would appropriate & small part of their wealth to-
this purpose, shouldibe more attentively considered..
What has already been done: by the Datch. mis-
sionaries at Ceylom, and the Danish missionaries at'
Malabar, one would imagine sufficient.ta excite us:
to imitate them.

If men of zeal for evangelising and illtminating
a miserable world, would leam the languages of
some nations which. are yet unevangelised, and’
wait on the providence of heaven to direct thems to-
some apostolical undertakings, and to bless- them
therein, whe e¢an tell: what might be done! We-
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know' what Ruffinus relates concerning the con-
version of the lberians, and what Socrates mentions
concerning the things done by Frumentms and
A edesius in the inner India,

«-In - this subject there -are two thmgs worthy of
remark v

» First, it is. the opimion of some: Seers, that unt:l
the Temple be cleansed, there will be no general ap-
pearance of the nations to worship in it. .And the
iruth is, there will be danger until' then, that many
‘persons active in societies for the propagation of re-
‘ligionymay be more intent on propagating their own
dittle forms, fancies, .and interests, than the more
weighty matters of the gospel. Yea, it will be.well
if they benot, unawares, imposed upon, to injure
the cause of thristinnity where it is well established,
“whide placesin the neighbourhoed wholly unevan-
gelised may lie neglected. Let us therefore do what
+we'oan towards the reformmation of the Church,in
ord:ecto its enlargement. L
' Seeondly, Itis: pmbable that the Holv Spmt will

beagam bestowed onithe Church for its enlarge-
-ment, in operations similar to thase which, in the
first-ages of Christianity, were granted, for ity plan-
tation. The Holy Spirit who has withdrawn from
the apostate Church .will come and abide with us,
-and render this . world like a ¢ watered garden.”
His irresistible influences will cause whole ¢ nations
10 be born in a.day.” .He will not only convert,
"but upite his peaple. By bim, God will “.dwell
.with wen.” Would not our heavenly Father give
. chis Holy Spirit if he Were more earnestly. entreated
tof him!

11 s lamemtuble to observe thei 1gnorance ang
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wickedness yet remaining, even in many parts of
the British dominions: in Wales,in the Highlands
of Scotland, and in Ireland. Are the Gouges all
dead ? There are pretended shepherds in the world,
who will never be able to answer before the Son of
God, for their laying so little to heart the de-
plorable circumstances of so many persons whom
they might, if they were not scandalously negli-
gent, bring to be more acquainted with the: on}y
Saviour.

ITI. Why is nothing more effected for the poor

Greeks, Armenians, . Muscovites, and other Chris-
tians, who have little preaching, and no printing
among them? If we were to send them Bibles,
Psalters, and other Books of Piety in their own
langunage, they would be nohle presents, and God
only knows how useful.
- IV. Poor sailors, and poor soldiers call for .our
pity. They meet with great troubles, and yect their
manaers seldom discover any good effects of their
trials. What shall be done to make them a better
set of men? Besides more books of piety distri-
buted among them, other methods must be devised,
¢ Cadit asinus, & est qui sublevat: perit anima,
et nomn est qui maoum apporat!” “ An ass falls,
and the first who comes lifts him up: a soul is
on the brink of ruin, and not a hand is - stretched
out.” Let Austin awaken us,

V. The Tradesman’s library should be more en-
riched. We have seen * husbandry spiritualized ;”
the employment of the ¢ shepherd spiritualized ;”
*¢ navigation spiritualized;” and the ¢ weaver,”
also furnished with agreeable meditations., To
spread the nets of salvation for men'in the'way of
"their personal callings, and to convey pious
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thoughts in the terms aid branches of their per-
sopal callings, is -a real service to the interests of
piety. A book also that shell be an “ Onomato-
logia Monitoria,” a ‘“ Remembraneer from names,”
and shall advise persons hew to make their names
the monitors of their duty, might be of much use
to the chrisiened world. And a book which shall
be ¢ The Angel of Bethesda,” giving instrue-
tions in what manner to improve in piety, by the
several maladies with which any may be afflicted ;
and at the same time informing them of the most
experimental, natural, and specific remedies for
their disorders, might be very useful t6 maakind.

VY. Universities whichshall have more Collegsar

Pietatis in them, like those of the exeellemt

Franckius in the Loser Saxony. O that sucle
institutions were more numerous! Semmnaries in:
which the scholars may bave a most polite edu--
cation, but not be sent forth with recemmenda~
tions for the evamgelical ministry, till, unpon a.
strict examination it be found that their souls are:
“fired with the fear of God, the love of Christ, a
zeal to do good, and a resolution to bear poverty,
reproach, and all sorts of temptations, in the ser-
vice of our holy religion. Such characters wonid
be the wonders of the world ; and what wonders:
might they doin the world !

Let Charify-schools also " increase and miulti-
ply:” Charity-schoels which nmay provide subjects:
for the great Saviour, blessings' for the next gene~
ration : Charity-schools, not perverted to the ill
purpose of introducing a defective christianity..

VII. It is the part of wisdom to observe &ad
pursue these things which, so far as we understand:
by the books of thie sacred Prophecy, are to be

v
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the works of our day. When the time had arrived
that Antichrist should enter his last © half-time,”
one poor monk proved a main instrument of wrest-
ing from bim half his empire. Thus to fall in
with the designs of Divine Providence, is the way
to be wonderfully prospered and honoured. The
works of our day I take to be as follows:

L. Fhe revival of Primitive Christianity: to en-
deavour to restore every thing of the primitive cha-
racter. The apostacy is gning off. The time for —
cleansing the temple comes on. More EDWARDS

" would be vast blessings, when the primitive doe-
trines of christianity are corrupted.

2. The persuading of the European powers to
shake off the chains of popery. Let this argu-
ment be used : there is no popish nation but would,—
by embracing the protestant religion, not only in-
troduce itself into & glortous liberty, but also

" would double its wealth immediately. It isstrange
that this has not been more attended to. Let it
be prosecuted with more demonstration. A cer-
tain writer has shown, thatthe abolition of popery

.in England, is worth at least eight millions sterling
to thenation,annually. Let this argument, arising
from interest, be tried with other nations.

* 8. The formation apd quickening of the people -
who are to be “ The stone cut out of the moun-
tain.” In this thing, as in some others, “ None
of the wicked shall understand ; but the wise shall
understand.” God will do his own work in his
own time and manner ; and Austin says, ¢ Utile
est ut taceatur aliquod verbum, propter incapaces:”
« It is advisable to withhold part of what ¥ meant
16 say, becauss of men’s incapacity to: receive it.”
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- CONCLUSION.

s The zeal of the Lord of . Hosts will perform
these things:” azeal inspired and produced by
the Lord of Hostsin his faithful servants, will put
them upon the performance of such things. No-
thing has yet been proposed that is impracticable :
¢ Non fortia loquor, sed possibilia:” - * 1 men-
tion net things of great difficulty, but such as
are within our power.” - But Eusebius has tanght
me, “ Vere magnum est magna facere, & teipsum
putare nihil 2’ “ It is truly noble to do great
" things, and yet to esteem yourself as nothing.”
Sirs, while pursuing such a course of actions as
"bas bgen described above ; actions which are far

.more glorious than all the achievements of which
~.those bloody plunderers whom we call conquerors -
have made a wretched ostentation ;—still humility
‘must crown the whole. Without this they are all
nothing : nothing, without a sense that you are
oothing, and a willingness to be so esteemed.
-You must first, most humbly acknowledge to the
great God,. * that after you have done all, you
are unproﬁtable servants ;” that you bave not only
done that * which was your daty to do,” but
’ alposthat you bave fallen exceedingly short of your
“ duty.” If God should abase yon with very
dark dispensations of his providence, after all your
indefatigable and disinterested * essays” to glorify
‘him, humble yourselves before him ; yet abate no-
" ‘thing of your exertioms. Persevere, saying, iny
God will . humble me, yet will I glorify bim.
Lord, thou art righteous, Still will I do all I
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can to promote thy glorious kingdom. This act
of humiliation isindeed comparatively easy. There
is one to be demanded of you, of much greater
difficulty ; that is, that you humbly submit to all
the discredit which God may appoint for you
among men. Your adorable Saviour was one
" ‘who always ** went about doing good.” Man-
kind was never visited by a benefactor like him:
And yet never was any one so vilified. Had he
been: the worst malefactor in the world, he could
not have been treated in a worse manner. He ex-
postulated with them, and inquired, *“ For which
of my good works do you thus treat me?” Yet
they continned the same conduct: they hated |
him, they reproached him, they murdered him.
Austin very truly said,  Remedium elationis est
contuitus Dominicee crucis;” “ A sight of our
Lord’s crossis a certain cure for pride.” It wilk
also be a remedy for discouragement: it will keep
you from sinking, as well as from being lifted up.
You are conformed to your Saviourin your watch-
ful endeavours to ¢ do good,” and to be * fruit-
. fulin every good work.” But your conformity
to him yet wants one point more to render it com-
plete ; that is, to be ¢ despised and rejected of
men ;” and patiently to bear the contempt, the
malice, and theabuse of a ¢ perverse generation.”
One of the fathers, who sometimes wanted a little
of this grace, could say, ¢ Nihil est nos ita:ef
hominibus et Deo gratos facit, quam si vite
merito magni, et humilitate infimi simus;” ¢ No-
4hing makes usso agreeable in the sight of God
and man, as to rise high by our good actxons,
and yet sink low in humility.”
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- 1t is an excellent thing to come lo nothing in

your own esteem. I{ you hear the hopesof un-
friendly men that you will come to nothing ; hear
it with as much salisfaction as they can hope for
it. In this sense embrace exinmanifion gnd annihi-
lation. A person who had been a famous * doer
of good,” was much affected with the picture of &
devout man, to whom a voice came down from
heaven, “ What wouldst thou bave me do for
thee?” To which he replied, ‘ Nothing, Lord,
but that I may be permitted to suffer contempt for
thy sake.”* Sirs, let it be seen somewhere else
than in picfure: be yourselves the realify: and
thus ¢ let patience have its perfect work.”

I hope youare too wise to imagine that becawse
you are never weary of well-doing, you will there-
fore be mniversally well spoken of. Noj it wil
be just the coatrary. To do well, and to dear
evss, is the common experience, and should be our
constant expectation. And for this wnreasonable
thing, many reasonse may be given. It will be
impossible to do much good without some persons
accounting themselves injured by what you-de.
You will unavoidably serve some intereststo which
othersare inimrieal, Itis also the nature of mad
men to take up strange prejudices against their
best friends, and to be averse to none so much as
to them. Now we may every where see those
concerning whom we are told, ¢ Madness is in
their hearts.” This will appear in their unac~
ecountable prejudices against those who most of all
seek their good. Then ¢ he teareth me in his

# & Quid vis fieri pro te " ¢ Nihil, Domine, nisi pati et con-
temni pro te?”’
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wrath who hateth me: he gnasheth upon me
with his teeth: mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes
upon me.” A benefactor will perhaps be ho-
noured as the Lindians worshipped Hercules, by
cursing and throwing stones. ‘'The wrath of God
against a sinful and miserable world, is likewise
discovered in this matter. If men who are always
intent on doing good, were so generally beloved and
esteemed as they ought to be, they would become
instruments of doing more good than the justice
of heaven can yet allow to be done for a sinfud
world. The world is neither worthy of them, nor
of the good which they endeavour to perform.
To deprive the world of that good, mankind must
be permitted to entertain a strange aversion to those
persons who wounld fain perform it. This cramps
and fetters them, and defeats their excellent pur.
poses. '

Nor isthe great adversary idle on this oceasion..
The man who shall do mueh good, will thereby
do much harm to his empire. It would be sut-
prising if the devil should not * seek to devour,”
or take an exquisite revenge upon such men of

v’

God. And unless God should lay an uncommon
restraint upon that “ wicked ome,” such is * the

»

power of the adversary,” and so gréat an influence
has he over the minds of multitudes, that he.
will bitterly revenge himself upon any remarkable
¢ doer of good:” he will procure him a troop of
enemies, and whole vollies of reproaches. But O
thou servant of God, by Him thou shalt ¢ run
through a troop;” by.thy God thou shalt * leap
over a wall.” We should be so far from won-
dering that wicked men are enraged at the man
who does much good ; that they spread so many
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false reports, and write so many libels on kis, cha~
racter ; that we ought rather to wonder the devil
does not make this world hotter than a Baby-
lonish furnace for him ; too hot for his continuing
im it. Sirs, if you will do much, it is very likely
that the devil may sometimes raise upon your op-
portunities to do good, such a horrible tempest as
may threaten their utter ruin. You may fear to
have your serviceableness—the ¢“ apple of your eye™
struck out: youmay be driven to prayers, to tears,
and to frequent fasting in secret, on this account.
Prostrate in the dust, you must offer up your sup-
plications with strong crying and tears, to Him
that is able to save your * opportunities of useful-
pess from death:” you must cry out, “ O de-
liver my soul,” my serviceableness, * from the
sword, my darling from the power of the dog!”’
The words of great Baxter are to the purpose,
and worthy to be introduced on this ocoasion :

* The temptations and suggestions of Satan, yen,
and often his external and contrived snares, are
such as frequently to give men a palpable discovery
of his agency. Whence is it tbat such wonderful
successive trains of impediments are set in the
way of almost every man that intends any great
and good work in the world ? I have, among men
of my own acquaintance, observed such wonderful
frustrations of many designed excellent works, by
such strange unexpected means, such a variety of
them, and so powerfully ecarried. oun, that I have
been convinced there is a most vehement ipvisible
" malice permitted by God to resist mankind, and
to militate against all good in the world. Let a
man have any work of the greatest natural impor-
tance, which tends to po great beuefit to man,
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kind, and he may proceed without any extraordi-
nary impediment. But let bim have any great de-
sign for the common good, in things that tend to
destroy sin, to heal divisions, to revive charity, to
increase virtue, and to save men’s souls, yea, or
to the public common felicity ; and his. impedi-
ments shall be so multifarious, so farfetched, so
subtil, so incessant, and in spite of all his care
and resolation, usually so successful, that he shall
seem to himself like a wan that is held fast hand
and foot, while he sees no one touch him; or
that sees a hundred blocks brought and east before
him in his way, while he sees no one do it.”

1 have transcribed this passage that suech. oppo-
sition may not come upon any one unexpectedly.
O thou doer of good, expect & conflict with
wicked spirits in high places, to clog all the good
thou dost propose to do. Expect that they willmake
ceaseless endeavours to overwhelm thee by instill-
ing into the minds of men vile ideas concerning
thee, and by putting into their mouths ealumnies
against thee. These will be some of their de-
vices to defeat all thy proposals: “ Be not igno-
rant of Satan’s devices.”

Yea, and if the devil were asleep, there is ma-
lignity enough in the hearts of wicked men them-
selves, to render a man who wishes o do good
very offensive and troublesome to them. They are
the offspring of him who ¢ slew his brother, be-
cause his works were righteous;” and they will
malign a man because be is useful to other men.
Indeed, ¢ Malis displicere est landari,” ¢ To be
spoken ill of by the wicked is to be praised.”
Wicked men will curse a man because he is a bless-
ing. Base and wicked disposition !
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I happened once to be present in the room
where a dying man could not leave the world until
he had lamented to a Minister, whom he had
sent for on thisaccount, the unjust calamnies and
injuries which he had often cast upon him. The
Minister asked the poor penitent what was the oe-
casion of his abusive condunet; whether he had
been imposed upon by any false reports. The man
made this horrible answer: < No, sir; it was
merely this ; I thought you were a good man, and
that you did much good in the world, and there-
fore I hated you. Is it possible, is it possible,”
said the poor sinner, ¢ for such a wretch to find
pardon ¥ Truly, though other causes may be
assigned for the spite and rage of wicked men
against a person of active benevolence, vet I shall
not be deceived if I fear that & secret antipathy to
the kingdom of God lies at the bottom of it. Or,
in proud men it may frequently be pale envy, en-
raged that other men are more useful in the world
than they, and vexing themselves with more than
Sicilian torments, at the sight of what God and
man unite to perform. ¢ They see it and are
grieved.” ¢ Heis nota good man who has not
goodness enough to call forth envy and hatred.”*
But you must not ¢ think str ange of the trial,”
if men * speak evil of you,” after you have done
good to many, yea to those very persons who
thus speak. It will not be strange if you should
¢ hear the defaming of many;” if the men who
do not love the holy ways of the Lord in his
churches, should have no love to you; if javelins
should be thrown at you with the most impetuous

* Non boaus est qui non ad invidiam usque bonus est.
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rage ; and if pamphlets filled with falsehood and
slander should be published against you. God
may wisely and in much faithfuluess permit these
- things, * to hide pride from you.” ¢ O how much
of that deadly poison, pride, still remains within
us ; for which nothing short of poison is an anti-
dote !”® Alas! while we still carry about us, the
grave-clothes of pride, these rough handsare thebest
that can be employed to pull them off. If you
should meet with such things, you must bear them
with much meekness, much silence, great self-abase-
ment, and a disposition te forgive the worst of all
your -persecutors.  Being defamed, you must
entreat.” Be well pleased if you can redeem any
opportunities to do good. Be ready to do good
even to those from whom yeu suffer evil. And
when you have done all the good in your power,
account yourself well paid if you escape as well as
the crane did from the wolf; if you are not pu-
nished for what you do. In short,be insensible of
any merit in your performances. Lie in the dust,
and be willing that both God and man should
lay you there. Endeavour to reconcile your mind
to indignities. Entertain them withall the calm-
ness and temper imaginable. Be content that
three hundred ¢n Sparta should be preferred before
yow. When envious inen can fix upon you no other
blemish, they will say of you, as they said of Cy-
prian, that you are a proud man, because you do
not jog on in their heavy road of slothfulness.
Bear this also, with a still more profound humi-
lity. 1Itisthe last effort usually made by the dying

* O quantum est venenum snperbize, quod non potest nisi veneno
curari,
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« pride of life,” to bear the charge of pride with
impatience.

Ye useful men, your acceptance with your Sa-
viour, and with God through bim, and your re-
compence in the world to come, are to carry you
cheerfully through all your *¢ essays” at usefulness.
To be  reprobate for every good work” is & cha-
racter from which it will be the wisdom of all
men to fly, with the greatest dread imaginable.
And to be “ always abounding in the work of
the Lord"” is the truest and highest wisdom. Itis
the “ wisdom whichis from above, full of mercy
and good fruits.” The sluggards who do no good
in the world, are * wise in their own conceit ;”
but the men who are diligent in doing good, can
give sucha reason for what they do, as proves
them to be really wise. Men * leave off to be
wise,” when they leave off to *“ do good.” The
wisdom of it appears in this: itis the best way of
spending our time ; that time is well spemt which
lS employed in doing good. Itis also a sure and
pleasant way effectually to bespeak the. blessings
of God on ourselves Who so likely to find bless-
ings as the men that are ble&smg; ? It has been
said, * Qui bene vivit, semper orui.” ¢ e who
lives well, always prays.,” And I will add, * Qui
bene agit, bene orat.” ‘- He who acts well, prays
well.” Every action we perform for the kingdom
of God, is, in effect, a prayer for the blessing of
God. While we are at work for Gpd, certainly
he will be at work for us and ours. He will do
for us far more than we have dope for him;
« more than we can ask or think.” There is a
voice in every good action; it is this: ¢ O do
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good ums. those thot are good.”' Phes-my Bohi-
Saciwe again sustnins the game of Benedictud alsos:
Y ¢ amcd there may:be/ thi niore particulfirefféct of
whtat wedo ; whilewve employ our iwvvation farthe
intevaste oft God, it is- very probable that we siall
shabpen it for car own: We shilk become the
miove wise for ourselves; Because ‘we have' béen
«“ wike .10 do goad.” And of tlie: men who'is
compared t & * tree that brings forth fruit,” ‘' we
read, “ Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” Nor
ctin a man take:a readier way to ¢ live joyfully aff
the days of the life of his vanity, whick aod
‘hath given him undeér the sun:” For;' in this
cise our}ife wil not be thrown awuy in- * va-
nity,” nor shall we live “in vain.” My ftiend,
“Go thy way,” and be’joyfal, «'for God: dc-
eepteth thy works.” Our < few and evil® days
ave rendéred moch less so, by- our” deing good‘ in,
every one of them, asit rofls over our hedds:
Vea, the holy spirit of God, who is the quxok-
ener of these: who “ do good' without ceasn‘ng',
will alsobe their coniforter. Every day in ' which
we are active for the- kingdom- ol‘God will“be-in
‘some measure a day of Petitecost to iis; o day of
thie Holy Spirit’s coming' upon us. Th@“‘ ¢oasola-
tions of God,” will not be: & small” with the
mah who is full of contrivanees for God, and for
Ms Ringdom.-- In short, we’ read; * the vallies
are'covered over with coff; they shout for' joy,
they: also sing.” We mday be in lUw circum-
ftences; in the valk-y ‘of” Humiliation, ‘but'if we
abound in the:fruits of well-doing; we shall “fod’
_ this velley  covered over with cori.” When'
this i xs the case, we-shall: ““ ghout for joy, and also

sing.” The consciousness of what we do, and of?
1
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‘what we aim to do, will be a * continual feast’’
to us. ¢ Our' rejoieing is this, the testimony
-of our conscience.”  Recte fecisse merces est;”
“ A gopd action- is ils own reward.” - Indeed. the
Pleasure that isiexperienced in the performance of
good, .actions, 'is’ inexpressible, is, unparalleled, is
angelical ; it is a2 most refined pleasure, more to
be, eowied than: any sensual gratification. . Plea-
sure weas, lpng since defined, ¢ The result. of some
gxeellent action.” . This pleasureis a sort of , holy
duzury... Most pxtmble are they who will continue
strangersto it!

When the useful man. comes to hls Nunc.. dz-
miitis, then he who lived beloved, shall die la-
mented., It sha,ll be witnessed and remembered of
him, ¢ That he was one who did good in Israel :”
~—An epitaph, the glory of which is far beyond
that of the most stately, pyramid. Then the: ca-
lumnxators who once -endeavoured to destroy his
reputation, shall have ,nothing to reflect upon but
the impotence of their own defeated malice. A
Thersites will not have a more disadvantageous
article, in his character than this, That he was an
enemy to such a Ulysses.

_ But what shall be done for this good man’ in the
beavenly world! His part and his work in the city
of God are at present incomprehensible tq us: but
the , kindness” which his God will shew te him
in the stroug city,” will be truly * marvellous.”
Austin, writing on this subject, exclaimed, * How
great will be the felicity of that city, where no
evil will be seen, no good concealed.”* The at-
tempts which the Christian has made to fill this
* Quanta erit illa felicitds, ubi pullom erit malum, nullnm Iatebit
bawm! | ) » o :
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world with . righteous -things,” are so many -
tokens for good to him, that he shail have a por-
tion in that world wherein shall dwell nething but
s righteousness ” - He will be introduced into that
world, with & sentence from the mouth of the gla-
rious, Jesus, whjch will be: worth ten thousand
worlds :—* Well dgne, good. and: faithful ser-
vant!” And, O! what shall be done for bim!
He has done what he could for the honour of
the King of Heaven ; and every thing shall be done
for him that can be donefor: one whom the ng
of Heaven ¢ delighteth to honour.”

. Iwillgive you the whole summed up in one word
% Mercy, and, truth shall be to them -that devise
good.” Ye children of God, there isa character
of * mercy and truth” in all.the  good that you
devise. You devise how to deal mercifully and
truly with every one, and to induce every one to do
sotoo. And the mercy and truth of God, which
are for ever engaged on your behalf, will suffer you
in this life to “ lack nogood thing,” and will here-
after do you good beyond what the heart of man
can yet conceive. A faithful God bas promised
it—¢ The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”

I remember what Calvin said when the order for
hisbanishment from ungrateful Geneva was brought
to him: ¢ Most assuredly, if I had merely served
man, this would have been a poor recompence: ,
but it is my happiness that I have served Him who
never fails to reward his servants to the full extent
of his promise.”*

* Certe si hominibus servivissem, mala mihi merces persolveretur

sed bene est, quod ei inservivi, qui nunquam non servis suis rependit,
quod semel promisit,
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Liwilb conoluda with' a deslhistion which B wilt
boldly maintain: It is this: Were: 2 Man able to
write in seven laaguages ;—could he daily converse
with the sweets 6fall the libera! sciencesto wkich
the most . accomplished’ men make pretensions ;—
were he to entertain himself’ with all encient and
modern history ; and could he feast continually on
the curjosities: which the different branches of learn-
ing may discover to him : all this would not afford
the ravishing satisfaction which he might find in
relieving the distresses ofa poor miserable neigh-
bour ; nor would it bear any comparison with the
heartfelt delight which he might obtain by doing
any extensive service to the kingdom of our great
Saviour in the world, or by exerting his efforts to
redress the miseries under which ménkiud is gene-
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