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EDITOR'S PREFACK

•
T HE f~llowing Essays were first published by
Dr. Cotton Mather, at Boston in New England, in
.the year 1710. The design of the author is thus
e"Jpressed in his title-pagtl-" BONIFACIUS. An
" -Essay upon the Good that is to be devised and
" designed, by those who desire to answer the
" Great End of Life, and to Do Good while they
"live. A Book offered,First, in general, unto
" aU Christians, in a Personal Capacity, or in a
" Relative: Then more particularly, Unto Ma­
" gistrates- Ministers- Physicians-- Lawyers­
" Schoolmasters--Gentlemen--Officers---Churches,
" and unto aU Societies of -a religious character
" and intention: with humble Proposals of lJnex­
" ceptionable methods to Do Good in the world."

In the present Edition, this title is abridged, and
the Running Title, used by the author in the origi­
nal work, is substituted-EssAYs ,TO DO GOOD.
which the reader may understand to signify­
" Attempts to do good," which was probably the
author's intention in the use of that phrase; or,
he may consider this little volume as composed of
" A Set of Essays" on the noble subject of doing
good in this present evil world.

The various methods of doing good, here pro­
posed to the public, derive no small recommenda­
tion from the example of the excellent author,
whose whole life was a practical comment on the
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vi
mbject, and who might have said to the readers of
his own days -" Be ye followers of me." TC)
tbose who may not have had an opportunity to pe­
rus", bis Life, the following slight sketch of it
may be acceptable.

Dr. Cotton Mather, who was born, February 12,
1663, at Boston, in New England, was honourably
deSicended from families whose eminent piety, and
lutTerings for righteousness' sake, rendered them
" the excellent of the earth." Dr. Increase Ma­
ther, his father, was pastor of the North Church,
in noston, and President of Harvard College; his
mother was the daughter of the renowned Mr.
John Cotton, a minister of exalted religion and
tlncommou learning.

At twelve years of a'ge, our author had attained
Jl considerable knowledge of Latm, Gree~, and
Hebrew; he was admitted into the collegf:' at six­
teen; at eighteen, took his first degree; and before
he was nineteen, proceeded Master of Arts. #II

From his earliest years, he discovered a love to re­
ligion; he prayed much in private, and constantly
read fifteen chapters of the Bible in a day. .At
fourteen, he kept days of private fasting and prayer;
devoted a tenth of his little income to pions uses;
and at sixteen became a member of the church.

At this early period of life, he adopted it as
n maxim, " that a power and an opportunity to
do good, not only gives a right to the doing of it,
but makes the doing of it a duty." On this maxim
he determined to act, and continued to do so
throughout his whole life.

In the e~ecutjon of this noble design, he began in
his father's family, to do all the good in his power to
his brothers, his sisters, and the sen'ants. He im'
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posed on himself a rule, never to enter any com­
pany, where it was proper for him to speak, with­
out endeavouring to be useful in it; and in doing
this, he found that promise fu'rfill':!d, " to him that
hath shall be given;" for on the faithful improve­
ment of his talents, his opportunities of usefulness
were gradually increased, till he became a blessing­
to whole churches, towns, and countries.

In the management of his very IWmerous affairs,
he was a man of uncommon dispatch and activity;
but he was obliged to impro.ve every moment of his
time; and that he might not suffer by impertinent
and tedious ,-isitors, he wrote over his study-door
in large letters, BE SHORT.

The writer of his Life, Mr. Samuel Mather, his
son, gives us the following specimen of his sur­
prising activity, in the review ofa single year; in
the course of which, " he preached seventy-two
public sermons, and about half that number in
private. Kot a day passed \'..-ithout some contri­
vance to do grlOd, which he registered; beside
many, probably, not noticed in his diary. Not a
day passed, without his being able to say at the
close of it, that some part of his income had been
distributed for pious purposes. He prepared and
published, in this year, about fourteen books; and
kept sixty-two fasts, and twenty-two vigils.",

When he was about nineteen, he was chosen Co­
Pastor with his father; from which time, till his
death, he continued a laborious, zealous, and lIse­
fnl mmister of the glorious gospel. He continued
also a close and diligent student, acquiring a pro­
digious fund of the most ,-aluable knowledge: and
that his usefulness might extend beyond the limits
of his own country, he learned the French and

..
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Spanish langnages, and in his forty-fifth year took
the pains to acquire a knowledge of the Indian
(Iroquois) tongue, in each of which he published
useful treatises.

The greatest genius in the world would have
found it impossible to effect so much, without a
sacred regard to method; in this Dr. Mather was
studiously exact. That all his pursuits might have
their proper places, he used to propose to himself a
certain question in the morning of every day, in
th€ following order:

Sabbath morning. What shall I do, as a pastor
of a church, for the good of the flock under my
charge?

Monday. What shall I do in my family, and
for the good of it? '

Tuesday. What shall I do for my relations
abroad?

WednesdCl,Jj. What shall I do for the churches
of the Lord, and the more general interest of reli­

, gion in the world?
ThuTlsday. What good may I do in the several

societies to which I belong?
Friday. What special subjects of affliction,

and objects of compassion, may I take under my
particular care, and what shall I do for them?

Saturday. What more have I to do for the in­
terest of God, in my own heart and life?

By this careful observation of method, by the
readiness of his invention, and his peculiar celerity
in the dispatch of business, he was enabled, not
only to p€rform all the duties of the pastoraloflice,
and to assist in the formation and support of nu­
merous societies, but also to compose all Ullcom-

~ ..- -.------~-
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mon number of books. His biographer gives us
R catalogue of no less than- Three hundred and
eighty-two. Some of these were indeed small, but,
others were considerable in size, and some volu­
minous, particularly his famous work, "Magnalia.
Christi Americana.," or " The Ecclesiastical His­
tory of New England;" beside which, and other
large treatises which he published, he made very
copious preparations for his" American Bible :"
in this great labour he was engaged for fifty years;
but we apprehend that it was never published.

In addition to his other engagements, he kept
up a literary correspondence with eminent men in
yarious ~ountries, among whom were Mr. Waller,
Dr. Chamberlain, Dr. Woodward, Dr. Jurin, Pro­
fessor Frank, Lord Chancellor King, Dr. Whis­
ton, Dr. Desaguliers, Sir Richard Blakemore, Dr.

-Watts, and many others.
After a life of singular piety and activity, be

was taken ill at the close of December, 1727;
when he felt a strong persuasion that his sickness
would .be unto death, and told his physician so.
The grand desire of his heart was, that" his own
will might be entirely swallowed up in the will bf
God." At that time he had some things in hand,
which he would gladly have lived to finish; but
said he, " I desire to have no will of my own:'
When the physician intimated his apprehensions
of the fatal issue of his disorder, he immediately
said, lifting up his hands and eyes-CO Thy will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven!" and, a few
hours before his departure, said, " Now I have
nothing more to do here; my will is entirely swal­
lowed up in the will of God." He frequently ex­
pressed the good hope he enjoyed; that he was
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going to eat the bread and drink the water of life
freely; that all tears would soon be wiped from hill'
eyes; that it was impossible he should be lost; and
that his views of the heavenly world were glo­
rious." He had a hard cough, an asthma, and
f~ver; yet he felt but little pain; was favoured
with sweet composure of mind; and obtained an
easy dismission from the body :-blessings wbich
he had ofien prayed for witb great fervency. He
died Feb. 13, 1728, baving just completed his sixty­
fifth year.

Such a life, and such a death, will afford to the
serious. reader, a powerful recommendation of the
following pages. The proposals for doing good,
which they present, are not the idle specula~ioDs

of an ingenious theorist, but the· faithful transcript
of a holy life. The author, by reducing them to
practice, has demonstrated their practicability to
otbers; and encourages every individual reader,
whatever be his share of capacity. or the sphere in
",hich he movell, to believe that he may do some
g.ood in the world, if lie be so disposed.

The late celebrated Dr. Franklin, who, when a
YC1Uth, had the privilege of being acquainted with
Dr. Mather, considered himself under the greatest
obligations to his instruction and example; and
though we cannot conclude that Dr. Ftanklin con.
coned with him in his evangelical views, yet he
was certainly a philanthropist, and a philosopher.
The testimony which he bore to the excellence
of thisllittle volume, will enhance its value in the
estimation of many of its readers. That renowned
statesman informs us, that all the good he ever
did to his country, or to mankind, he owed to a
small book, wbich he accidentally met with,
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-entitled" Essays to do Good." This little book,
be studied with care and attention, laid up the
sentiments in his memory, and resolved, from
that time, which was in his early youth, that he
would make doing good the great purpose aud bu­
siness of hislife«C.

Those who are acquainted with the style of Dr.
Mather, will readily allow that some alter~tions

were neceSil8.ry to render it agreeable to II. modern
reader. The Editor was obliged to change many
quaint and obsolete words and phrases, for others'
more intelligible and pleasant; the Latin sentences
were translated by a learned friend, and the whole
a.dapted to more gener~l usefulness.
, The Editor only adds, that it will afford peculiar
delight to the benevolent reader to find, as he
peruses the following page5, that many of those
public schemes of usefulness, which were projected
by the author a century ago, have within these few
years, been recommended, adopted and carried
into effect in this free and happy country; and

.111 a letter from Dr. Franklin to Dr. Mather, son of the Author,
dated Passy (in France,) Nov. 10, 1779, we have the follow in&"
paragraph.

Referring to a paper of Advice to the People of the United States,
just published by Dr. M. he says,

" Such writings, though they may bc lightly passed over by many
" readers, yet, if they make a deep impression on one active mind
" in a hundred, the effects may be considerable.

"Permit me to mention one little instance, wbich, thongh it
" relates to myself, will not be quite uninteresting to you. When I
" was a boy, I met with a book, entitled ' Essays to do good,'
" which I think was written by your father. It had been so little
" regarded by its former possessor, that several leaves of it were torn
" out; but the remainder gave me such a turn of thinking, 8S to have
" an influence on my conduct though life; for I have always set a
" g-reater value on the character of a doer of good, than any other kind
" of reputation; and if I have been, as you seem t.. think, a useful
" citizen, the public owes the advantage of it to that book."

. Dr. Franklin's Works, vol, iii. page 478•

...
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every year gladdens our heart with the establish­
ment of some new Institution-some new" Essay
to do Good." May the God of all goodness smile
on every attempt to promote his glory, by pro­
moting the happiness of his creatures! Much yet
remains to be done; and should the perusal of
this volume tend to raise the holy flame of benevo­
lent zeal in the hearts of sincere Christians, OJ:

wisely direct its operations, it will afford a rich
recompence for the labour of

THE EDITOR.

LONDON,

April 'Z1, 1807.



PREFACE.

AMONG the many customs of the world, with
which it is almost neceJIsary to comply, this is one--­
That a book must not appear without ~ Preface :-­
and this little book willingly submits to the CUI- .

tomary ceremony. It comes with a Preface: how­
ever it shall not be one like the gates of Mindull!o
But there is a greater difficulty in complyiBgwitla
another usage, that of "An Epistle Dedicatory."
Dedications are become such foolish and fulsome
adulations, that they are almost useless: Fre­
quently they anlwer no other purpose than to fur­
nisn the critics on "The Manners of the Age,"
with matter of ridicule. The excellent Mr. Boyle
employed but a just expression in saying," It iJ
almost as much out of fashion in snch addresses to
omit giving praises (I may s8oy, unjust ones,) as it
is to believe the praises given on such occasions/'
Sometimes the authors themselves live to see their
own mistakes, and a.cknowledge them. Austin
makes the flourishes which he had once used in a
" Dedication," an article of his" Retractations:"
and Calvin revokes a dedication, because he finds
he had made it to an unworthy person. I may add,
that at other times, everyone perceives what the
author aims at, and that, in fact, they write for
themselves, while they flatter other men. Another _
course must now be steered. .

If a book of ESSA~S TO DO GOOD were to be de­
dicated to a person of quality, it should seeka patron

»
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'who is a true man of honour, and of uncommon
goodness. Thy patron, 0 Book of Benefits to the
WorId, should be a general and generous benefactor
to mankind-one ;who' n~ver '~cc>unts himself so
well advanced, as in stooping to do good-one
whose highest ambiti6Pitt w'-ahound in serviceable
~ondescensions:-a stranger to the gain of oppr~s­
aioI¥-the common' refuge of the oppressed and
the distressed ';-'-one who will know nothing tbat is
base--a lover of all good men in all persuasions ;
able to di~tinguisb them, and loving them without
anydiBtinction. Let 'him also be one who bas
nobly stripped himself of emoluments and advan­
tages, whtmthey would have encumbered bis op­
portunities to serve his country. Yea, presume
npon one who has governed and adorned thegreat~

-est City on tbe fa~ of the, earth, and so much" the
delight" ofthatcity, as well as of the rest of man­
kind, that she shall never account her' honout or
w:elfare bett-er consulted, than when he ai>~rB for
her as a representative in the most illnstriousas­
'Sembly in the world..

In one word-A .PUBLIC SPIRIT. Let him thete­
fore, and on more than all these accounts be,

SIR WILLIAM' ASHHURST.

For as of old the pQet ,observed on mentioning
the name of '~ Plutarch," that the echo\ an­
s~vered " Philosophy:" So now,.A PUBLlCSPIRIT

will immediately be the echo in the. sense of all
men, and with a repetition more frequent than that
at Pont-Chareton, if the name of Sir WILLIAM

A!!lHHURST once be mentioned. He it is whom
the confe~sionof,all men prings into tb,e cQ.t~Iogue

",.1, :,.,'
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with Abraham and Joseph, and those other ancient
blessings, who are thus excellently described by
Grotiulii: " Homines demerendis hominibusnat~,

qui omnem beneficii collocandi occasionem pone­
bant in lucro*:' America afar off, alliiO knowli
him; the AmNican colonies have their eye on the
efforts of his goodness for them. Nations of chris­
tianised Indians likewise pray for him, as their GO­

VERNOR. To him, the design of such a book. will
'be acceptable, whatever maybe the defective man­
ner of treating its noble subject. To him it wishes
that all the blessings of those who del'ise good,
may be for ever multiplied.

. I will presume to do something that will carry a
sweet harmony with one of the chief methods to
be observed in prosecuting the design of this book;
which is, for" brethren to dwell together in uRity,"
Md carryon every good design \fith uU.ited endea­
vours.

They will pardon me, if I take leave to join
with him in the testimonies of our great esteem.
for an honourable disposition to love good men,
and to do good in the world, his excellE'nt brother­
in-law, the well-kuown name of a

JOSEPH THOMPSON.

has long been valued, and shall tl.lways he remem­
bered, in the country where this book is published.
God will be glorified for the piety which adornll
him, and the "pure religion," which, in the
midst of the world and of temptations from it,
keeps him so " unspotted from the world." It

" Men born to serve Dlnllkind, who reckOn it their rreatest C"i,
tl) have it in their power to do good. •

B2
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4
was the ma~im ofa Pagan Asdrubal in Livy," karo
simul hominibus, bona fortuna, bonaque mens da­
tur•." Christianity will, in this gentleman, give to
the world an happy experiment, that the maxim is
capable of a confutation. Because a book of" Es­
says to do Good" will doubtless be acceptable to
one of so good a mind; and the treaSurer of a cor­
poration formed on the intention to do in America
that good which is of all the greatest, of which Sir
William Ashhurst is the·governor, healso has a part
in the humble tender of it; and it must wish unto
him" all the blessings of goodness."

The book now requires that some aeconnt be
given of it. It was a passage in the speech of an
envoy from bis Britannic majesty to the duke
of l3randenburgh, some years ago. "A capacity
to do good; not only gives a title to it, but also
makes the doing of it' a duty." Ink were too vile
a liquor to write that passage. Letters of gold
were t()() mean to be the preseryers of it. Paper of
Amyanthust would not be precious and peTennous
enough to perpetuate it.

To be brief, Reader, the book now in thy bands,
is nothing but an illustration of tha.t memorable
sentence. As gold is capable of a wonderful dila­
tation; (experiment has told us it may be so di­
lated, that the hundred thousandth part ora grain
may be visible without a microscope ;) this" golden
sentence" may be as much extended: no man can

<I Men distinguished hy their pr09perity, are seldom distiagui.hed
for virtue.

t Amyanthus or Asbestos, a sort of native fossil stone, which may
he split into threads, and made into cloth or paper. It is not injured
by the fire. Pliny says he has seen napkins made of it thrown into the
fire after a fe"';t, and by that means better scoured than if they had
been wB8hed in water. See Encyclop.Brit.
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say how much.· This book is hut a beatiugupon
it. And at the same time it is a commentary on
that inspired maxim, " As we have opportunity,
let us do good unto all men." Gal. vi. 10. Every
proposal here made upon it hopes to be able tosa.y,
" When I am tried, I shall come forth as gold."

I am well aware that all the rules of discretion
and behaviour are included in that one word, mo·
.de8ly. But it will be no breach of modesty to be
very positive in asserting, That the only wisdom of
man lies in conversing with the ~reat God, and his
glorious Christ; and in engaging as many others as
we can to join with us in this our blessedness;
thereby promoting his kingdom among the children
of men; and in studying to do good to all about
us ;. to be blessings in our several relations; to heal
the disorders, and help the distresses ora miserable
world, as far as ever we can extend our influence.
It will be no trespass upon the rules of modesty,
with all possible assurance to assert, That no man
begins to be wise till he come to make this the
main purpose and pleasure of his life: yea, that
every man will at some time or other be so wise as
to own, that every thing without this is but folly;
though, alas! most men come to that conclusion
too late.

Millions of men, in every rank, besides those
whose Dying thoughts are collected in " The Fair
Warnings to a careless WorId," have at length de­
clar~ their conviction of it. Itwill be no immodesty
in me to say, that the man who is not satisfied of
the wisdom of making it the work of his life to do
good, is always to be noticed with the pity due to
an ideol. No first principles are more peremptorily
tobe adheJ'l'ld unto. Or, do bl).~ grant. "A jl~dg.

r • . • 5 ?In- & .'- ,.... c'
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ment to come," and my assertion is presently vic-
'torious. ,

I will not be immodest, and yet I will boldly say,
The man is worse than a Pagan, who will not come
illto this notion of things, "Vir bonus est com­
mune bonum ;"l\!: and "Vivit is qui multis est
usui;" and "Utilitate hominum, nil debet esse
homini antiquius." "None but a good man is
rpally a living man; and the more good any man
does, the more he really lives." All the rest is
death; or belongs to it. Yea, you must excuse
me if I say, the Mahometau also shall condemn the
man who comes not into the principles of this book;
for I think it occurs no less than three times in the
Koran; " God loves those that are inclined to do
good."

For this way of living, if we are fallen into It

generation, wherein men will cry, (Sotah !) " He
is a fool," that practises it, as the Rabbins foretel it
will be in the generation wherein the Messiah comes;
yet there will be a wiser generation, and" Wisdom
will be justified of her children." Among the
Jews there has been an Ezra, whose head they
called "The throne of wisdom." Among the

I Greeks there has been a Democritus, who was
called SOPHIA in the abstract. The later ages
knew a Gildas, who wore the surname of Sapiens:
but it is the man whose temper and intent it is
" to do good," that is the wise man after all.
And, indeed, had a man the hands of a Brirtreus,
they would all be too few to do good; he might
find occasions to call for more than all of them.
The English nation had once a sect of men called
II BODS hommes," or " Good men." The ambi~

.. A good m~1l is a COI1lUlon !l'0od.
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tion of this book is to revive and enlarge a. sectthat
may claim that name; yea, to solicit that it mil.f
extend beyond the bounds of a sect, 'by the coming
of all men into it. ' . . ,

Of a.ll the" trees in the garden 'ofG~d," which
is there that envies not the Palm-tree, out of which'
alone, as Plutarch informs us, the Babylonians de~
rived more than three hundred commodities? Or
the Cocoa-tree, so beneficial to man, that a vessel
may be built, and rigged, and freighted, and vic­
tualled from that alone? To plant such" trees or
righteousness," and prune them, is the object or
the book BOW before us.

The men who devise good, will now give me
leave to remind them' of few" things, by which
they may be a little fortified for their grand inten­
tion; for, sirs, you are to pass between" Bozez'·
(or dirty,) and" Seneh," (or thorny) and encoun­
ter an host ofthings worse than Philistines,' in your
undertaking.

MISCONSTRUCTION is one thing against which
you will do well to furnish yourselves with the ar­
mour both of Prudence and' of Patience; Prudence
to prevent it, patience to endure it. ' You wHl una­
voidably be put upon doing many good things~

which other people will see but at a distance, and
be unacquainted with the motives and methods of
your doing them; yea, they may imagine their 'owil
purposes crossed in what you do; and this will ex..
pose you to their censureS. ,Yet more particularly:
In your essays to do good, you may happen to"be
concerned with persons whose power is greater than
their virtue. It may be 'needfulas well as 'law-ftl!'
for you to mollify them with acknowledgments of
those things in them,' which may render them

...
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honourable or considerable; and Curb£'ar to take
notice, at present, of what may be culpable. In
this you may aim at nothing. but merely to be
more able to do them good; or, by their means,
to do good to others: and yet, if you are not very
cautious, this your civility may be construed to
your disadvantage: especially if you find yourselves
obliged either to cbangeyour opinion of the persons,
or to ta.x any miscarriage in them. The iDju~tice

orthe censures upon you, may be much as if Paul,
rebuking Felix for his unrighteousness and un­
chastity, should have been reproached with his in­
consistency in having so lately complimented him
on his accomplishments and acquaintance with the
affairs of his nation. But you must not be uneasy
if you should be thus unjustly treated. Jerom had
written highly of Origen, as a man of bright en,,;
dowments; at another time he wrote as severely
against some things that he was (perhaps unjustly)
accused of. They charged Jerom with levity, yea,
)Vitb falsehood: but he despised the calumny, and
I:eplied, " I did commend what I thought was
great in him; and now I condemn what I find to be
evil in him." Where is the contradiction? I say,
Be cautious; but I say again, Be not uneasy.

What I add, is, That you must be above aU
DISCOURAGEMENTS. Look for them, and with a
magnanimous courage overlook them.

Some have observed, That the most concealed,
and yet the most violent. of all our passions, is
usually, that of Idleness. It lays adamantine
chains of death and of darkness upon us. It holds
in chains that cannot be shaken off, all our other
wclinations, however impetuous. That no . mora
~i/iichief is done in.the world is owing in great mea·
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!lure to a spontaneous lassitude on the. minds of
men, as well as that no more good is effected by
them. A Pharaoh will do us no wrong if he tell us,
" Ye are idle, ye are idle !" We have usually more
strength to do good, than we have inclinatioD to
('mploy it. Sirs," Be. up and be doing!" It is,
surely, too so00 for an " Hic situs est."·

If you meet with vile INGRA"ITUDE Crom those
whom you have laid under the most weighty ob­
ligations; do not ","onder at it. Into SQch a state
of turpitude is man fallen, that he would bear any
weight rlLth.er than that of obligation. MeJ1 will
acknowledge small obligatioDs; but return wonder­
ful ma.lice for such as are extraordinary. They
will render it a dangerous thing to be very cha­
ritable and beneficent. Communities will do it as
well as individuals. Excessofdesert turns at length
into a kind of demerit. Men will *,oner forgive
great injuries than great services. He that built a
matchless castle for the Poles, for his reward, hH
his eyes put out, that he might not build such an­
other. Such things are enough to make one sick
of the world; but, my Criend, they should not
make thee sick of essays to do good in the world.
A conformity to thy Saviour, and a communion
with bim, will be sufficient to carry thee through a.ll!

It will be impossible to avoid ENVY, " For a
right work," and for a good one, and especially
if a man do many such, " he shall be envied of
his neighbour." It is almost incredible what
power there is in the pride of men to produce de­
traction! pride, working in a sort of impatience,
that any man should be, or do more than them­
Melves. "The minds of men," WI one says, ,.. silva

.. Here lies interred.

DC)
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~t the ~apoud ; t'I. sweet report of any one thro~
them into convulsions; a foul one refreshes them~"

You must bear all the outrage of it ; and there is­
but one sort of revenge to be allowed you. "There
is not any revenge more heroical, than that which
-torments envy by doing good,"

It is a surprising passage, which .. late French
author has given us; , That a man of great merit
is a kind of public enemy. And that by engross­
ing a IJm.Ititude- of applauses, which would serve
to gratify a great many others, he cannot but be
envied; and that men naturally hate, what they
highly e!rteem, yet cannot love. But, my readers,
let us not be surprised at it. You have read, who
!lutIered the ostracism at Athens; and what a pretty
reason the country fellow offered why he gave his
voice for the banishment of Aristides :-" Because
he was e'Yer, where always called the just:" and
for what reaoon the Ephori laid a fine on Agesilaus;
" Because he possessed, above all other men, th.e
beans of the Lacedemonians." You have read
the reason why the Ephesian~ expelled the best
of their citizens; " Nemo de nobis unus excellat ;
sed si quis extiterit, alio in loco, et apud alios sit:"
" If any are determined to excel their neighbours,
-let them find another place to do, it." You have
read, that he who conquered Hannibal, saw it ne­
_cessary to retire from Rome, that the merit of
.others might be more noticed. My authors tell
me, that, "At all times nothing has been more
dangerous among men thll;n too illustrious a de­
gree of merit." But, my readers, the terror of
this envy must not intimidate you. I must preas
you to do good, and be so far from affrighted at it,
YOll shall rather be generously d~lighted with the
most en~ious deplumatiool'l.
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I wish I may prove a false prophet when I fore.

tell one discouragement more which you will hue
to contend with; I mean-DERISION. And pray
let not my prediction be derided. It was long
since noted, "Ridiculum acri fortins €t Melius
magnas plerumque secat res."· It is a thing of
late started, that the way of banter and ridicule,
or, the " Bartholomew-Fair-method," as they
call it! is a more effectual way to discourage all
goodness, and put it out of countenance, than fire­
and faggot. No cruelties are so insupportable to,
humanity" as cruel mockings." It is extremely~

probable that the devil being somewhat chained
lip, in several places, from other ways of persecu..,
tion, will more than ever apply himself to this.'
Essays to do good shall be derided with all th~

art and wit that he can inspire into his Janiza­
ries; (a yani-cheer, or, a; new order, the grand
seignior of hell has instituted.) Exquisite pro•.
faneness and buffoonery shall try their skill to laugh
people out of them. The men who abound ill'
.them, shall be exposed on the stage; libels, and·
lampoons, and satires, the most poignant that ever
were invented,l shall be darted at them; and pam­
phlets full of lying stories be scattered, with, a de­
sign to make them ridiculous. "Hie se .aperit
diabolus !"t The devil will try whether. the fear of·
being laughed at will not scare ll. zeal to do good
out of the world. "Sed tu contraaudentior ito.":::
Sirs, " Despise the shame," whatever" contra-

,. For rirliculc shall frcquently prevail,
And cnt the knot, when graver reason. tail.

-I- In thi. the devil may be discovered at work.

t But let this rather increase your boldness aad :l:eal•

• sf

FaAllCIs.
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diction of sinners" you meet with; you know
what example did so before you. "Quit yon like
men, be !Itrang;" yon knoW' who gives you the
direction. Say with resolution," The proud have
had me greatly in derision, yet have not I de­
clined to do as much good as I could!' If yon
!Ihould arrive to a share in lJuch sufferings, I will
humbly" shew you mine opinion" about the best
conduct under them; it is, neglect and contempt.
.J have a whole university on my side, the univer­
lity of Hehnstadt, upon a late abuse offered to it,
had this noble passage in a declaration; " Visum
fuit, non alia remedio, quam generoso silentio, et
pia contemptu, utendum nobis esse-." Go on to
do good: and" Go well,-comely in your going,"
like the noble creature, which" Turneth not away
for any." A life sp~nt in industrious essays to
do good will be your powerful and perpetual vin­
dication. It will give you such a well-established
interest in the minds, where conscience is con­
suIted, that a few squibbing, silly, impotent accu­
sation.., will never be able to extinguish it. It
they ridicule you in their printed excursions, your
name will be so oiled that ink will not adhere to it.
I remember that Valerianus Magnus being abused
by a. Jesuit, who had laboured (by a" Modest
enquiry;" you may be sure!) to make him ridi­
culous, made no other defence, but only on every
stroke adjoined, " Mentiris impudentissime!" " It
is a most impudent lie!" And such an answer
might very truly be given to every line of some
Itories that I have seen elsewhere brewed by ano-

• Resolved, That We use no other remedy in this affnir, thaD a
reDe10llll .ileDce aDd a holy contempt.
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ther who is no Jesuit. But even so mueD an­
swer to their Colly, is too much notice of it. It i.
well observed that" The conoompt of such dis­
courses'discreditlr them, and takes away the plea­
sure from those that make them." And it ilil an­
other observation, "That when they of whom we
have heard very ill, are yet found upon trial to
be very good, we n!tturally conclude that they have
a merit which is troublesome to some other
people." The rule then is, be very good; yea, do
'\tery much good; and cast a generous disdain upon
contumelies ;-the great remedy against them. If
you want a pattern, I can give you an imperial one;
it was Vespasian, who when.a person spake evil of
him, said, " Ego, cum nihil faciam dignum propter
quod contumelia afficiar, mendacia nihil culo-."
And I am deceived if it be not an easy thing to be
as bonest a man as a Vespasian!

Sirs! An unfainting resolution to do good, and
an unwearied well.doing, is that which is now
urged upon you. And may this little bOQk be so
happy, as herein to perform the office of a monitor
to the reader.

I do not find that I have spent so ma~y weeki
in composing the book, as Descartes, though a
profound geometrician, spent in studying the 801u~

tion of one geometrical question: yet the compo­
sure has exceeded the limits which I intended;
a.nd there is not a single proposal in it, which
would not, if well pursued, alford a more solid
and durable satisfaction to the mind, than the solu,.
tion of all the problems in Euclid, or in Pappus. It
is a vanity in writers to compliment the readers with

• While I do Dothiag that lIleritl reproach, these lie. give lIle D.
vneuinesr.
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_fC 1aM sorry it is no better." Instead ofwhieh
I freely tell my readers, " I have written wbaU,
not unworthy of their perusal." If I did Bot think.
so, truly, I would nbt publish it: for no man liv~

ing has demanded it of me; it is not published
" to gratify the importunity of friends," as, your
authors are used to say; but it is to use importll­
nity with others, in a point, on which I thought
they needed it. And I will venture to say, there is
not one whimsey in all my proposals. I propose
no object concerning which the conscience of every
good man will not say," It were well if it could be
accomplished." That writer was in the right who
said," I caimot understand how any honest man

. can print a book, and yet profess that be' thinks
none will be the wiser or better for the·read'ing it."
Indeed I own that my subject is worthy to be much
better treated; and my manner of treating it is not'
such as to embolden me to affix my namp to it,.
as the famous painter Titian did to his pieces,.
with a double feci~ fecit; as much as to say,
.. Very well done!" and I musL have utterly sup­
pressed it, bad I been of the same humour with·
Cimab~ another famous painter, who, if hjm­
!lelf or any other detected the leaat fault in 'his
pieees, weuid utterly destroy ,them, though he had
bestowed a twelvemonth's pai~ upon them. Yet
I ",ill venture to say, the book is full of reasonable
and serviceable things; and it would be well for u~
ifsueh things were regarded; and I have done weH
to propose them.

Who the author is, there is no need of enquir.
ing. This will be unavoidably known in the vieio.

but his writing without a name (as well as
one',) will conceal it fromtnost of those

d
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to whom the book may comp. And the conceal·
ment of his name,. he apprehends, may be of s()m~

use to the book; for now, not who, but ".,hat, is
the only thing to be considered.·

It WlI.S a vanity in one author, and there may be
too many ~uilty of the like; to demand," Ubi
mea. legis, me agnosce." In plain, unblushing
English, " Reader, whatever you do, account the
author somebody." But, I pray, Sir, who are
you, that mankind should be at all concerned about
you? He was almost as great a man as anl eccle­
siastical preferments could make him, who yet
would not have so much as his name in thiS' epi­
taph; he would only have "Hie jacet, umbra,
cinis, nihil :"t there shall be no other name on this
composure," Hic scribit (vel scripturire studet et
audet) umbra, cinis, nihil.":::

However;he is very strongly persuaded that there
is a day very near at hand, when books of such a
tendency as this, will be the most welcome thing
imaginable to many thousands ofreaders,1I and have, .
more than one edition. Yea, great will be the army
of them that publish them! M.DCCXVI. i~ QOJD'o

ing.
A vast variety of new ways to do good will be

invented; "paths" which no fowl of the best
light at noble designs has yet known; and which

• This treatise was originally pnlJlislled withont the name of til.
author.

t Here lies a shadow-ssb~s-nothing.

it Here is written, or rather attempted, by one who is a shadow_
albes-nobody.

II The day is come. We have the IIappiness to live in au age Ilnd
in a country, wherein schemes of usefulncss are not only proposed,
and aocepted, hut cxecuted.

What the author's expectations were of the year 1716, are lIot
known to the editor.
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the vulture's most piercing eye has not yet· seen;
and where the lions of the stron~estrpsolution have
never passed.

In the mean time, North Britain will be distin­
guished (pardon me, if I use the term, Gosbenized,)
by irradiations from heaven upon it, ofsuch a ten­
dency. There will be found a set of excellent men
in that reformed and renowned church of Scotland,
with whom the most refined and extensive essays
to do good will become so natural, that the whole
world will fare the better for them. To these, this
book is humbly presented by a great admirer of
t~egood, thiagaJ daily doing among them; as know­
ing, that if no where else, yet among them it will
find some reception; they will "not be forgetful
to entertain such a stranger !"

The censure of " writing too much," (though
be should go as far. as Terentianus Canhaginensis
tells us Varro did,) he accounts not worth answer­
ing.-And pray, why not also "preaching too
much ?"-But Erasmus, who wrote more, bas fur­
nished him with an answer which is all that he
ever intends to g~ve; "Aceusant quod nimium
fecerim ; conscientia mea me accusat, quod minus
fecerim, quodque lentior fuerim." In plain Eng­
lish-The censure ofotbers upbraids me that I ha.ve
done so much; my own conscience condemns me
that 1 have done so little: the good God forgive my
.lotbfuJnea !



ESSAYS

TO DO GOOD.

SUCH glorious things are spoken in the Oracles or
God, concerning them who devise good, that A

IIOOK OF GOOD DEVICES may reasonably demand
attendance and acceptance from those .who have
any impressions of the most reasonable religion up­
on them. I am devising such a BOOK; but at the
.Bame time offeting a sorrowful demonstration, that
jf m(>n would set themselves to devise good, a.
world of good might be done more than is now
done, in this " present evil world." Much is re­
quisite to be done that the great God and his
CHRIST may be more known and served in the
world, ,and that the errors which prevent men
from glorifying their Creator and Redeemer may
be rectified. Much is necessary to b(> done that'
the evil manners of the world, by which meo are
drowned in perdition, may he reformed; and m"n­
kind rescued from the epidemical corruption whicll
bas overwhelmed it. Much must be done that the
miseries of the \Vorld may have suitable remedies
provided for them; and that the wretched may b~

..~
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relieved and comforted. The world contains, it iJ
supposed, about a thousand miHions of inhabitants.
What an ample field do these afford, for doing
good! In a word, -the. kingdom of God in the
world calls for innumerable se'rvices from us. To
do such things is to do good. Those men devise
good, who form plans which have such a ten­
dency, whether the objects be of a temporal or
spiritual nature. You see the general matter ap·
pearing as yet but a chaos, which is to be wrought
upon. O! that' the good Spirit of God may now
fall upon us, and carryon the glorious work which
lies before us !

IT may he presumed that my readers will readily
admit, that it is an excellent thing to be full of
devices to bring about such noble designS". For
any man to derirle or despise my proposal. "That
we resolve and study to do as much good in tft.,
world as we can," would be the mark of so black
a character, that I am almost unwilling to sup;­
pose it!! existence. Let no man pretend to the
name of a Christian who does not approve thf'
proposal of, a perpetual endeavour to do good
in the world. What pretension can such II. man
have to be a follower of the Good One'? The pri­
mitive Christians gladlyaccepted and in\proved the
name, when the Pagans by mistake, styled them
Ckrestians ; bec~use it signified usejulones. Toe
Christians who have no ambition to be such, shaH
be condemned by the Pagans; amoJJg whom it
was a title of thebighest honour to be termed,
~'a Benefaotor ;."-To have done good, was ae-
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counted honourable. The philosopher being a.sked,
Why every one desired to ~aze on a fair object?
answered, that it was the· question of a blind
man. If any man ask, Why it is so necessary
to do good'/ I must say, It sounds not like the
question of a good man. The" Spiritual taste" of
every good man will give him an unspeakable relish
for it. Yea, unworthy to be deemed a man, is
be, who is not for doing good among men. An
enemy to the proposal, "That .mankind may be
the better for us," desen-es to be reckoned littre
better than a common enemy of mankind. How
cogently do I bespeak a good reception of what is
now designed! I produce not only religion, but
even humanity itself, as full of a " fiery indigna­
tion against the adversaries" of the design. Ex:­
ClIse me, Sirs; I declare, that if I could have my
choice, I would never eat, or drink, or walk, with
such a one, as long as I live; or look on him 8.1J.

any other than one by whom humanity itself is de­
based and blemished. .A very wicked writer has
yet found himself compelled, by the force of rea­
son, to publish this confession. "To love the
public; to study the universal good; and to pro­
mote the interest of the whole world, as far as it is
in our power, is surely the highest goodness, and
constitutes that temper, which we call diviRe."
And he proceerls-" Is doing good for the sake of
glory so divine?" (alas! too much human!) " or,
is it not more divine to do good, even where it may
be thought iuglorious i-even to the ungrateful,
and to those who are wholly insensible of the good
they receive 1" A man must be far gone in wicked­
ness, who will open his mouth against such
JD,axims and actions! A better pen ha.s remarked

-
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it; yea, the man must be much a stranger to his­
tory, who has 110t made the remark. "To speak
truth, and to do good, were in the esteem even of
the heathen world, most God-like qualities." God
forbid, that there should be any abatement of
esteem for those qualities in the cnristian world!

I WII,L not yet propose The REWARD of well­
doing, and the glorious things which the mercy
and truth of God will perform for those who devise
good; because I would have to do with such as
esteem it a sufficient reward to itself. I will sup­
pose my readers to be possessed of that ingenuous
temper, which will induce them to account them­
selves well rewarded in the thing itself, if God will
vermit them to do good in the world. It is an inva­
luable honour to do good; it is an incomparable
pleasure. A man must look upon himself as digni­
fied and gratified by God, when an opportunity to
do good is put into his hands. He must embrace
It with rapture. as enabling him to answer the
great eod of his being. He must manage it with
raptufOlJS delight, as a most suitable business, as f1
roost precious privilege. He must" sing in those
ways of the Lord," wherein he cannot but find
himself while he is doing good. As the saint of
old .sweetly sang, "I was glad when they said
unto roe, let us go into the house of the Lord;"
so ought we to be glad when any opportunity of do­
ing good is presented to us. We should need no
arguments to incline us to entertain the offer; but
should naturally fiy into the matter, as most
~greeable to that" diviue nature" of which we
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Me made partakers. It should gratify us wonder­
fully; as much as if an ingot of gold wp.re pre­
sented to us! We should rejoice 88 having ob­
tained the utmost of our wishes. Some servants of
God have been so intent on this subject, that they
have cheerfully proposed to make any recompence
that could be desired, to a friend who would sup­
ply the barrenness of their own thoughts, and-sug­
gest any special methods by which they might be
useful. Certainly, to do good, is a thing that
brings its own recompencp, in the opinion of those
\'tho deem information on this bead worthy of a
reeompence. I will only say, that if any of my
readers are strangers to such a disposition as this,
and do not consider themselves enriched and fa­
voured of God when he employs them in do­
ing good-with such persons I have done, and
would beg _them to lay the book aside; it will
be irksome to cazry on any further conversation
with them; it is a subject on which the house of
Caleb will not be conversed with. I will be con­
tent with on~ of Dr. Stoughton's introductions;
" It is enough for me, that I speak to wise men,
whose reason shall be my rhetoric; to Christiana,
whose conscience shall be my eloquence."

Though the assertion may fly like a chain-shot
amongst us, and ra;ke down all before it. I will again.­
and again 8.8sert-That everyone of us might do
more good than be does; and therefore this is the
first proposal I would make.-To be exceedingly
humbled that we have done so little good in the
world. I am not uncharitable insaying, that I knew
not one~sembly of Christians on earth, which
ought not to be a Bochim, on this consideration.
O! tell me in what Utopia I shall tind it. Sirs!

___ ._...-r__ ~. _ ....... -
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let us begin to be fruitful, by lamenting our past­
unfruitfulness. Verily, sins of omission must be
oollfessed and lamented, or else we add to their
number. The most useful men in the world
have ;one out of it, crying," Lord, forgive our
sins of omission!" Many a good man, who has

" been peculiarly conscientious about the profitable
emplQyment of his time, has had his death-bed
rendered uneasy by this reflection, " The loss of
time now lies heavy upon me!" Certain it is, that
ell unregenerate persons are unprofitable persons;
and they are properly compared to " thorns and­
briars," to teach us what they are. An unrenewed
sinner! alas, he never performed one good work in
aU his life! -In all his life, did I say! I recall that
word. He is" dead while he liveth"-he is
" dead in sin; he has not yet begun to " live
unto God;" and as he is himself dead, so are all
his works-they are" dead works." 0, wretched,
useless being! Wonder, wonder, at the patience of
heaven, which yet forbea.rs to cut down such " a
cumberer of the ground!" 0 that such persons may
immediately acknowledge the necessity of turning
to God; and how unable they are to do it; and­
how unworthy they are that God should make
them able. 0 that they may cry to God for his,
sovereigu grace to quicken them; and let them
plead the sacrifice of Christ for their reconciliation
to God; seriously resolve on a life of obedience to
God, and resign themselves up to the Holy Spirit,
that he may lead them in the paths of holiness. No
good will be done, till this be done. The first­
born of a.ll devioes to dl? good, is in being bam
ogai1&.
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But as for you, who have been brought home to

God; you have great cause not only to lament
the dark days of your unregeneracy, in which you
produced only" the unfruitful works of darkness;"
but als., that you have done so little,_ since God has
quickened you, and enabled you to do better.
I;low little have you lived up to those strains of
gratitude which might justly have been expected
from you, since, God brought you into his " mar­
vellous light." The best of us may mourn in his
complaints, and say, " 0 Lord, how little good
have J done, compared with what-J might, have
done!" Let the sense of this cause us to loathe and
jlo1dgeourselves before the Lord; let it fill us with
shame; and abase us wonderfully. Let us, like
David, " water our couch with tears," when we
consider how little good we have done. "0 that
our beads we\'e waters," because they have been so
dry of all thoughts to do good. "0 that our eyes
were a fountain of tears," because they have looked

. out so little for occa~ioni to <h> good. For the
pardon of this evil-doing, let us fly to the great
sacrifice, and plead the blood of that" Lamb of
God," whose universal usefulnes8 is ODe _of those
admirable properties on account of which he is
styled" a Latll-b." The pardon of our barrenness
of good works being thus obtained, we shall be
rescued from condemnation to prepetuul barrenness:
the dreadful sentence" Lei no fruit growon thee for
ever," will thus be prevented. A true, evangelical
procedure to do good, must have this Rep~ntance
laid in the foundation of it. We do not" handl~

the matter wisely" if a foundation be not laid thus
low, and in the deepest self-abasement.
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How full ofdeTices are we for our own l!Iecular
advantage! and, how expert in devising many little
things to be done for ourselves! We apply our
thoughts with mighty assiduity to the old question
_IC What shall we eat and drink, and where­
withal shall we be clothed?" With strongapplica­
tion of mind we inquire, What shall we do for
ourselves, in our marriages, in our voyages, in our
bargains? We anxiously contrive to accomplish
our plans, and avoid numerous inconveniences, to
which, without some contrivance, we should be
obnoxious. We carryon the business of our' per­
sonal callings, with numberless thoughts how to
perform them w'ell; and to effect our temporal af­
fairs we " find out witty inventions." But, 0
rational, immortal, heaven-born soul, are thy won­
derous faculties capable of no greater improve­
ments-no better employments? Why should a.
soul of such high capacities-a soul that may be
~lothed in the" scarlet" of angels, yet" embrace a
dunghill!" 0 let a blush, deeper than scarlet, be
thy clothing, for being found so meanly occupied.
Alas, in the multitude of thy thoughts within
thee, hast thou no disposition to raise thy soul t6
Some such thoughts as these-What may be done
for God-for Christ-for my own soul, and for
the most important interests of mankind? HoW'
many hundreds of thoughts have we for ourselves,
to one for God, his cau'se, and his people in the
world? How then can we pretend that we love
him, or prove that a carnal, a criminal self-love
has not the dominion over us? I again come to a
soul of heavenly extract, and smite it, as the
angel smote the sleeping prisoner, and cry,
., Awake; shake oft' thy chains. Lie no longer

-;,.-
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fettered in a base confinement! Assert the liberty
of thinking on the noblest question in the world­
" What good may I do in the world 1" There was a
time when it was lamented by no less a man than
Gregory the great, the bishop of Rome-" I am
sunk into tbe world !"-This may be the complaint
of a soul that minds every thing else, and rarely re­
collects that noblest question. Ah! " star fallen
from heaven," and choked in dust, rise and soar
up to sometbing answerable to thy origin. Begin
a course ofthougbts, which will be like a resurrec­
tion from the dead; and pursue the grand inquiry
-" How may I become a blessing to the world 1" \
and, " What may I do. that righteousness may
dwell on the earth ?"

How much mischief may be done bybD!t
wicked man! Yea, sometimes, one wicked man,
ofslender abilities, becoming an indefatigable tool
of the devil. may effect incredible mischief in the
world. We have seen some wretched instruments,
of cursed memory, ply the in tention of doing mis­
chief at a strange rate, till they have ruined a whole
country. It is a melancholy consideration, and-I
may say, an astonishing one: you will hardly
find one of a thousand who does half so much to _
serve God and his own soul, as you may see done
by thousands to serve the devil. A horrible thing!

" 0 my soul, thy Maker, and thy Saviour, so
worthy of thy love'-:a Lord, whose infinite good­
ness will follow all thou dost for him, with remu­
nerations, beyond all conception glorious; how

c
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Iittle/how little is it that thou dOlt for, him! At
the sa,~~ time, look into thy neighbourhood. See
there, a ffi,QQstt;r ofwickedIless, who, to his utter­
most, will serve a master that will prove a destroyer
to him, and whose wages will be death; he studies
how to serve the devil: he is never wearr of his
drudgery; he racl\s his invention to go through
with it. Ah! he shames me; he shames me
wonderfully! 0 my God, I am ashamed" and
blush, to lift up tnT face unto thee."

We read of a man" who deviseth ~ischief UpOD
bis bed; who setteth .hilnself in a way that ~s not
good." Now, why should not we be as active, as
frequent, as forward, in. devising good? Why
should not we be as wise to do good, as 00 is to do
evil? I am sure that we have a better cause, and
better reasons for it. Reader, though, perhaps,
thou art one who make.it·hui.a, little figure in the
world-u a brother of low degree," yet, behold

, a vast encoura,gement! a lit~le ma~ may do a &{reRt
v deal. of harm; and pray, why. may nota" little maD

d~ ~ great deal of g09d? It is p.ossible that " the
wisdoW. of a poo~mll,Il" may. start a proposaJ. which
ml,\1 " SPtve, 8t ~~y"~serve a natio~! A sillgle
hair, applied to a, ilyer that has other wheels de..
pending o~ i~, .may, pull up an oak, or pull down a
hquse.

It is very observable, that when our Lord Jesu$
C1¥"i8t would recoJ,llmend zeal for the kingdom of
beaven, he did not propose for our imitation, the ex­
amp~e of honest wisdom: no, but tha,t of an unrigh­
teous and scandalous dishonesty-that of the un­
just Stewa,rd. The wisdom of our Lord herein is
much to be observed. His design is not only to re­
pre~t the prudence, but the industry, the iDge-
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nuity, the resolution, the heroic efforts of the !lOtI~

neceS8&ry in those who would seek, and serve, the
kingdom of God. We seldom, if ever, perceive
among men that vivacity of spirit in lamul actio-,
which we obser"e in unlawful ones. The wars of!
honesty are plain, aB.d require not 80 mucb pmua in
pursuing them; but your thieves alld cheats follOW'
coones that are full of difficulties; the tmh~ and
tricks which they require are innumerable; heRee
you find among such people the exercise ofutraor.
dinary subtilty; you find no such conDing alldappli­
cation any where else. How emphati~thf!Di.it
to borrow from these, the CJOlours of~bea~eRI1 wi,..
"dom! What I aim at is this-Let us try to· db good!
with &II much application of miDd, d8 wicked meal
employ in doing evil. Wheu-co wickedne'88 prl)~1
from the wicked, it is.done with both· hands, aad·
greedily." Why then may· not we·prooee<Hn out
useful engagement. U witb- tietb htUl«S," ami·
" ~eedilr" watching for oppM1tmitiell? We h'a'Ye'
no oeC88ion for My SiDi~r'aN ill e«ee~our de.
signs. GeM fMbid that we-stlotrld ever attempt the'
union of such inconsistencies? But why cannot we
prosecute our designs with as much deep and co- _
pious thought as the men of evil arts? And why
may we not engage our minds with as transporting
a Vigol1do do wMtis acceptable-to God and profit­
able to men, as those wretehes tml.nnest, when they
,. weary themselves to oommit irnquity?V Tore­
prove certain ecclesiastical drones, who had little
iBclinatioo to do good; Fathll'r Latimer used a
coarse expression to this etl'ect: .. If yon will not
l~Tn of good men, fOT shame, learn of the devil ;
be-is-neveridle." Ind1:!ed, the indefatigable prose­
cl1tiMlof their d~igtr8, ,..hn are styled" the chil-
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dren of the devil," may put us to the blush. Our

ob ligations to do good are infinite: they do ('vii
against all obligations. The compensation which
will be made to them who do good, is' encouraging
beyond calculation: they who do evil will get
nothing to boast of; but .. evil pursueth the sin­
ners." If the devil" go about," and the people in­
spired by him " go about," seeking what harm
they may do; why may not we go about, and
think, and seek, where and how we may do good '/
Verily, it were worthy of a good angel so to do!
o thou child of God, and lover of all righteous­
ness, how canst thou find in thy heart, at any time,
to eeasefrom doing all the good that can be done,
in " the right ways of the Lord 1" Methinks,
that word of the Lord may be a burden to us, and
if we have a sense of honour in us, will be so­
u The children of this world are in, (and for) their
ceneration, wiser than the children of light ;" yea,
they pursue" the works of darkness" more vigo­
rously thll:n any of us " walk in that light" with
which our great Saviour hath favoured us.

To the title of Good Works belong those Essays
to do Good, which we are DOW urging. To pro­
duce them, the first thing, and indeed, the cme
thing needful is-A glorious work of grace on
the soul, renewing and quickening it, purifying
the sinner, and rendering him" zealous of good
works;"-", a workmanship of God" upon us,
" creating us anew, by Jesus Christ, for good
works:"and then, there is needful, what will ne-

............m........~ _-,--_~__••~.....L
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cessarily follow such a work,-a disposition to
perform good works, on true, genuine, generous,
and evangelical principles. These principles must
be stated before we proceed.

In the first place, it must be taken for granted, that
the end for which we perform good works is not to
provide the matter of our justification before God;
indeed, no good works can be done till we are jus­
tified; before a man is united to Christ, who is our
life, he is a dead man, and what good works can
be expected from him'? "Severed from me,"
saith our Lord," ye can do nothing." The justi­
fication of a sinner by faith, before good works, and
in order to them, is one of those doctrines which
may say to the popish inno\"ations, " With us are
the grey-headed, and very aged men, much elder
than thy father." It was an old maxim ofthe faith­
ful, " Bona opera sequuntur, justificatum, non
prrecedunt justificandum"-" Good works follow
justification; they do not precede it." It is the
righteousness of the good works done by our Sa­
viour and surety, not our own, that justifies us be­
fore God, and answers the demands of his holy law
upon us. By faith, we lay hold on those good
worksfor oUf justifying righteousness, before we are
able to perform our own. It is not our faith itself
either as producing good works, or being itself on'e
of them, which entitles us to the justifying righ­
tousness of our Saviour: but it is faith, only as
renouncing our own righteousness, and relying on
that of Christ, provided for the chief of sinners,
by which we are justified. All our attempts at
good works will come to nothing, till a justifying
faith in the Saviour shall carry us forth unto them.
This was the divinity of the ancients. Jerom has

MCttc~tm #(, - ". d.
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well E'xpntlsed it. "Sine Christo omnis virtus
estin vitia;"..." Without Christ all virtue is but
vi~e."

N evertbeless; first, you are to look upon it as a
porioustruth of the gospel, that the moral law
(which prescribes good works) must by every
christian alive, be the rule of his life. "Do we
make void the law through faith? God forbid;
yea, we establish the law." The rule by which we
are to glorify God, is given us in that law of good
works which we enjoy (I will so express it) in the
ten commandments. It is impossible for us to be
released from all obligations to glorify God, by a
conformity to this rule: sooner shall we cease to
be creatures. The conformity to that rule, in the
righteousness, which our Saviour by his obedience
to it has brought in to justify us, has for ever
U magnified the law, and made it honourable."
Though our Saviour bas furnished us with a perfect
and spotless righteousness, when his obedience to
the law is placed to our account; yet it is sinful in
us to fall short in our personal obedience to the
law. We must always judge and loathe ourselves
for the sin. Weare not under the law as a cove­
~nt qf 'It/orks: our own exactness in performing
~ood works is not" now the condition of entering
into life; (wo be to us if it were) but still, the

.; covenant of grace holds us to it as our duty: and,
if we are in the covenant of grace, we shall make it
our study to perform those 'good works which were
once the condition of entering into life. "Ma.net
lex tota pietatis"'*-that was the divinity of Ter­
tallian's days! Such must be the esteem for tRe

• Every law oheli giOll Itill remainl•
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law ofgood works for ever retained in justifted per­
80ns-o. law never to be abrogated or abolished.

And then, secondly, Though we are justified by
"precious faith in the righteousness of God our

- Sa.viour," yet good works are -required of us to
justify our faith-to demonstrate that it is indeed
" precious faith." A justifying faith is a jewel
which may be counterfeited: but the marks of a
faith which is'not a counterfeit, are to be found in
those good works to which a servant of God is, by
his faith, inclined and assisted. It is by the rege­
nerating power of the Holy Spirit, that faith is
wrought in the hearts of the chosen people; now
the same grace which in regeneration disposes a
person to fly by faith to the righteousness of Christ,
will dispose him also to the good work!! of a chris':
tian life; and the same faith which applies to the
Saviour for an interest in his righteousness, ~ill 'also
apply to him for strength to perform the good works
which are" ordained that we should walk in them."
If our faith be not of this kind ij, is a. lifeless faith,
and such as will not bring to life. A ;vorkles.
faith is a worthless faith.

Reader! suppose thyself standi'ng before the
judgment-seat of Christ-a necessary, ft. prudetlt

-snpposition; it ought to be a ver·y frequent oIie.
The Judge demands-" What hast thou to plead,
for a portion in the bles!redness of the righteous?"
The plea must be-" 0 my glorious Judg'tl, thou
hast been my sacrifice. 0 thou Judge of all the
earth, permit dust and ashes to say-My rtghte­
ousness is on the bench. Surely, in the Lord have
I righteousness. 0 my Saviour, I have received it,
I have secured it on thy own ~racious offer of it."
The Judge proceeds-" But what hast thou to
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plead that thy faith should not be rejected as tbe
faith of the hypocrite?" Here the plea must be,
" 0 Lord, my faith was thy work. It was a faith
which disposed me to all the good works of thy
holy religion. It sanctified me. It brought me to
thee; my Saviour, for grace to perform the works

./ of righteousness: it embraced thee for my Lord as
well as Saviour: it caused me with sincerity, to
love and keep thy commandments, and with assi­
duity to serve the interests of thy kingdom in the
world."

Thus you have Paul and James reconciled. Thus
you have good works provided for. The aphorism
of the physicians, is " Per brachium fit judicium
de corde."· The actions of men are more cer-

,/' tain indications of what is within, than all their
sayings.

But there is yetanother consideration upon which
you must be zealously affected to good works. You
must consider them as a part of the great salvation

;/ which is purchased for you by Jesus Christ. With­
out a holy heart you cannot be fit for a holy hea­
ven-" meet fqr the inheritance of the saints in
that light," which admits no works of darkness:
where none but good works are done for eternal
ages: But a holy heart will induce a man to do
good with all his heart. The motto on the gates
of the holy city is," None but the lovers of good

. works to enter herej" it is implied in what we read
-" Without holiness no man shall see the Lord:"

./ yea, to be saved without good works, were to be
saved without salvation. Much of our salvation

• By a maD'. outward acta of vigor, you judie of his iDterlla1
"ealdl.
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consists in doing good works. Heaven is begun /
upon earth when we are so engaged; anddoubtlesll.
no man will get to heaven who is not so persuaded.

I shall mention but one more of those principles
from which good works proceed; it is that noble
one of GRATITUDE. The believer cannot but in­
quire... What shall I render to my Saviour l' ,­
the result of the inquiry will be-"with good
works to glorify him." We read, that .. faith
worketh by love." Our faith will discover the
matchless and marvellous love of God in saving
us; and the faith of this love wi!) work on our
hearts, till it hath raised in us an unquenchable
flame of love to Him w.ho hath so loved and saved
us. These, these are to be OUT dispositions-" 0
my Saviour; hast thou done so much for me! now
will I do all I can for thy kingdom and people in
the world. b! what service is t.bere that I may
now perform for my Saviour and 'his people in the
world 1"

These are the principles to be proceeded on ; and
it is worthy of special observation, that there are
no men in the world who so much abound in good
works, as those, who above all othe.rs, htl.ve aban­
doned every pretension to the merit of their works.
There are Protestants who have exceeded Papists in
our qays, as well as in those of Dr. Willet. No
merit-mongers have exceeded some holy christians,
who have performed good works on the assurance
of being already justified, and entitled to eternal
life.

I observe that our apostle, throwing a just con­
tempt on the endless genealogies, and long,intricate
psdigrees, which the Jews ()f his time dwelt so
much upon, proposes in their stead" Cha.rity, out
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ofa pore heart. and a good conscience, and faith
unfeigned :" as if he had said." I will give you a.
genealogy worth ten thousand of theirl!l"-tirst"
from faith unfeigned proceeds a good con science;
from & good conscience a pure heart; and from a.
P'Ilre heart, charity to all around us. It is admi­
rably stated!

IT may justly be feared that we too rarely inquire
after

OPPORTUNITIES TO DO GOOD.

Onr opportunities to do good are our talents.
All awful account must be rendered to the great

,/ God concerning the use of the talents with which
he has intrusted us in these precious opportunities.
Frequently we do not use our opportunities, be­
cause we do not consider them: they lie by unnoti':
ced and unimproved. We reoo of a thing which we
deride as often a., we behold it-" There is, that
maketb himlJelf poor. and yet hath great riches."
This is too frequently exemplified in onr opportu­
nities to do good, which are some of onr most va­
l_hIe riches. Many a man seems to reckon him­
self destitute of these talents, as if there were no-

/ thing for him to do ; he pretends that he is not in a
condition to do any good. Alas! poor man, what
can he do? My friend, think again, think fre­
quently,: inquire what your opportunities are: you
will certainly tind them to be more than you were
aware of. "Plain men, dwelling in tents"­
persons of a very ordinary rank.in life may, by
their eminent piety, prove persons of extraordinary
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usefulness. A Poor John Urich may make a
Grotius the better for him. I have read of a pious
weaver, ofwhorn some eminent persons would say,
"Christ walked, as it were, alive on the earth in
that man." A mean mechanic-who can tell
what an engine of good he may become, if hum­
bly and wisely applied to it.

This, then, is the next PROPOSAL. Witho.ut
abridging yourselves of your occasional thoughts
on the question-" What good may I do to­
day?" fix a time, now and then, for more delibe­
rate thoughts upon it. Cannot you find time (say
-once a-week, and how suitably on the Lord's
day) to take this question into consideration-

What is there that I may do for the service of the
glorious Lord, and for the welfare of those for
whom Iought to be concerned?

Having implored the direction of God," the
Father of lights," consider the matter, in the va­
rious aspects of it. Consider it till you have re­
80lved on something. Write down your resolutions.
Examine what precept and what promise you can
find in the word of God to countenance your reso­
lutions. Review these memorials at proper seasons,
and' see how far you have proceeded in the execu­
tion of them. The advantages of these pre­
served and revised memorials, no rhetoric will be
sufficient to commend, no arithmetic to calculate.
There are some animals of which we say," They
know not their own strength;" Christians, why .
should you be like them?



86
Let us now descend to PARTICULARS; but let it

Dot be Ilupposed tlijl.t I pretend to an enumeration
of all the good devices that ma.y be conceived.
Not a thousandth part of them can now be enume"
rated. The essay I am making is only to dig open
the several springs of usefulness, which, having
once begun to flow, will spread into streams, that
DO human foresight can comprehend. "Spring
up, 0 well!" will every true Israelite sing upon
every proposal here exhibited; and" the nobles
of Israel" can do nothing more .agreeable to their
own character, than to fall to work upon it. Per­
haps every proposal that may be made, will be like
a stone falling into a pool-one circle and service
will produce another, till they extend-,--who can
tell how far? Taose who devote themselves to
good devices, and who duly observe their opportu­
nities to do good, usually find a wonderful increase
of their opportunities. The gracious providence
of God affords this recompence to his diligent ser­
vants, that he will multiply their opportunities of
being serviceable: and when ingenious men have
used themselves to a little contrivance, in pursuing
the best intentions, their ingenuity will sensibly
improve, and there will be more expansion in their
diffusive applications. Among all the dispensa­
tions of a special providence in the government of
the world, none is less interrupted than the accom­
plishment of that word-" Unto him that hath
shall be given." I will say this, " 0 useful man!
take for thy motto, Habenti dabitur"-" To him
that hath shall be given ;" and, in a lively use of
thy opportunities to do good, see how remarkably
it will be accomplished; see what accompli5hmeD~
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of that word will at last surprise thee-" Though
thy beginning be small, yet thy latter end shall
greatly increase."

WHY should not the charity of which we are
treating, " begin at home?" It observes not a
due decorum if it doth not; and it will be liable
to great exceptions in ita pretensions and pro­
ceedings. "ODI sapientem qui sibi non sapit."·
This then, is to be made an early PROPOSAL.

First, Let ev£.'ry man deyise what good may be /
done for the correcti9n of what is yet amiss, IN
HIS OWN HEART AND LIrB. It is a good remark
of the witty Fuller;" He need not complain of
too little work, who hath a little world in himself
to mend." It was of old complained," No man
repented him, saying, What have I don£.'?" Every
man upon earth may find in himself something
that wants correcting; and the work or'repen­
tance is to inquire, not only," what we have
done," but also," what we have to do." Fre­
quent selj-examination"is the duty of all who would
know themselves, or would not lose themselves.
The great intention of self-examination is to find
out the points wherein we are to " amend our
ways." A christian that would thrive in chris­
tianity, must be no stranger to a course of medita­
tion. This is one of the masters which are requi­
site to make a " man of God." One article and
exercise in our meditation should be to find out
the things wherein a greater conformity to the

• Call not that man wise whose wisdom be(ins not at home.
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truths upon which we have been meditating, may
be attempted. Ifwe would be good men, we must
often devise how we may grow in knowledge and in'
a.ll goodness. Such an inquiry as this should often
be made: "What shall I do, that what is yet
lacking in the image of God upon me, may be per­
fected? What shall I do, that I may live more
perfectly, more watchfully, more fruitfully before
my glorious Lord 1"

And why should not our meditation, wben we
retire to that profitable engagement, conclude with
some resolution? Devise now, and resolve some­
thing to strengthen your walk with God.

With some devout hearers of tbe word, it is a
practice, when they have beard a sermon, to think,
" What g.ood thing bave I now to ask of God with
Ii peculiar importunity 1" They are also accus­
tomed to call upon their children, and make them
answer this question: " Child, what blessing will
you now ask of the glorious God 1" After wbich,
they charge them to go and do accordingly.

In 'pursuance of this piety, why may not tbis be
one of the exercises which shall conspire to form a
good evening for the best of days 1 Let it be a
part of our work on the Lord's.day evening, se­
riously to ask ourselves the following question:
" If I should die this week, what have I left un­
done, which I should then wisb I had been more
diligent in performing?" My friend, place thyself
in dying circumstances; apprehend and realise tby
approacbing dissolution. Suppose tby last, so­
lemn bour arrived: tby breath failing, tby throat
rattling, thy bands witb a cold sweat upon tbem,­
only the turn of the tide expected for thy expira­
tion.\\ In thia condition," What wouldst thou
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wish to have 'done more than thou hast alread)'
done, for thy own.soul, for thy family, or fol' the
people of God1" Think upon this question, and
do not forget the result of thy thoughts; do not
delay to perform what thou hast resolved upon.
How much more agreeable and profitable would'such
an exercise be on the Lord's.day evening than those
vanities to which that evening is too commonly
prostituted, and by which all the good of the past'
day is defeated! And if such an exercige were
often performed, 0 ! how much would it regulate
our lives; how watchfully, how fruitfully would
it cause us to live; what an incredible number of
good woxks would it produce in the world!

Will you remember, sirs, that every christian is
a " temple of God!" It would be of great service
to christianity, if this notion of its true nature
were more frequently and clearly cultivated. But
certainly, there yet remains very much for every
one of us to do, that the temple may be carried on
to perfection; that it may be repaired, finished,
purified, and the top stone of it laid, with shout­
ings of" Grace, Grace !" unto it.

As a branch of this piety, I will recommend a
serious and fruitful improvement of the various
dispensations of Divine Providence which we have
occasion to notice. More particularly: Have you
received any special blessings and mercies from the
hand of God? You do not suitably express your
thankfulness; you do not render again according
to the benefit that is done unto you, unless you set
yonrself to consider, " Wha~ shall I render unto
the Lord 1" You should contrive some signal
thing to be done on this occasion; some service to
the kingdom of God, either within yonrself, or

I
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among others, which may be a just confession and
memorial of what a gracious God has done for
you. This is an action, to which the" goodness
of God leadeth you." And I would ask, How can
a good voyage, or a good bargain, be made without
some special returns of gratitude to God? I would
have a portion of your property made a thank­
offering, by being set apart for pious uses.

Whole days of thanksgiving are to be kept,
when the favours of God rise to a more observable
height. Christians of the finer mould keep their
private ones, as well as bear part in the public ser­
vices. One exercise for such a day is, to take a
list of the more remarkable succours and bounties
with which our God has comforted us; and then,
to contrive some suitable acknowledgments of him,
in endeavours to serve him, and this by way of
gratitude for these undel;1erved comforts.

On the other hand; you meet with heavy and
grievous affiictions. Truly, it is a pity to be at
the trouble of suffering affiictions, and not get
good by them. "W:"e get good by them, when they
awaken us" to do good;" and I may say, never
till then! When God is distributing sorrows to
you, the sorrows still come upon 'some errands;
therefore, the best way for you to find that they do
not come in his anger, is to consider what the
errands may be. The advice is, that when any af­
fliction comes upon you, you immediately reflect,
" to what special act of repentance does this af­
fliction call me? What miscarriage does tJ1is af­
tli~tion find in me, to be repented of 1" And then,
while the sense of the affiiction is yet upon you,
seriou~]) iUyUlre," to w~at improvement in holi­
nl/~S ...:\1 usefulness does this Il.fBiction call me 1"
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Be more solicitous to gain this point than to escape
from your affiictioD. O! the peace that will com­
pose, possess, and ravish your minds, when your
affiictions shall be found yielding these" fruits 0

righteousness !"
Luther did well to call affiictions," theologiafn

christianorum"-" the theology of christians." /
This may be a proper place to introduce one direc­
tion more. We are travelling through a malicious,
0. calumnious, and abusive world. Why should •
not malice be a" good informer 1" We may be
unjustly defamed ; it will be strange if we are not fre­
quently so. A defamation is commonly resented as
a provocation. My friend, make it only aprovoca­
tion to do good works! Thething to benow directed
is this. Upon any reproach being offered, instead
of being transported into a rage at Shimei, retire and
patiently inquire, "Has not God bidden such a re­
proach to awaken me to some duty 1 To what
special service of piety should I be awakened, by
the reproach which is cast upon me 1" One thus
expresses it: c. The backbiter's tongue, like a
mill-clack, will be still in motion, that he may
grind thy good name to powder. Learn, therefore,
to make such use of his clack as to make thy
bread by it; I mean, so to live, that no credit shall
be given to slander." Thus all the abuses you meet
'with, may prove to you, in the hand of a faithful
God, no other than the strokes which a statuary
employs on his ill-shaped marble; only to form
you into a more beautiful shape, and make yon
fitter to adorn the heavenly temple. Thus you
are informed of a way to " shake off a Viper"
most advantageously! Yea, I am going to inform
you, how you may fetch sweetness out oCa viper.

--=-.--- *
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.Austin would have our very sins numbered amongst
the" all things" that are to" work together for
good." Therefore, first, I propose, th at our for­
mer barrenness may now be looked upon as an
obligation and incitement to greater fruitfulness.
But this motion is too general; I must be more
particular. I would look back on my past life,
and call to mind what singular acts of sin have
blemished it, and been the reproach of my youth.
Now, by way of thankfulness for ta t grace of
God and that blood ofhis Christ, t.hrough which my
-crimes bave been pardoned, I would set myself to
think, " What virtues, what actions, and what
achievements for the kingdom of God, will be the
most contrary to my former blemishes? And
what efforts of goodness will be the noblest and
most palpable contradiction to the miscarriages
with which I have been chargeable?" Yet more par­
ticularly," What signal thing shall I do, to save
others from dishonouring the great God by such
miscarriages as those into which I myself once
fell 1" I will study such things; and perhaps the
sincerity and consolation of repentance cannot be
better studied than by Sitch a conduct.

Give me leave to press this one more point of
prudence upon you. There are not a few persons
who have many hours of leisure in the way of their
personal callings. When the weather takes them
off from tbeir business, or when their shops are
Dot full of customers, they have little or nothing
to do. N0\Y" "irs, the proposal is, " Be not
f<;)ols," but redeem this time to your own advan­
tage-to the best advantage. To the man ofleisure
as well as to the minister, it is an advice of wis­
40m, " Give thyself unto reading." Good books
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of all sorts may e.mploy your leisure, and enrich
you with treasures more valuable than those which
you might have procured in your usual avocations. ,
Let the baneful thoughts of idleness be chased out
of our minds. But then also, let some thoughts
on that subject, " What good may I do?" suc­
ceed them. When you have leisure to think:on
that subject, you can have no excuse for neglect­
ing so to do.

THE Usiful man may now with much opriety
extend and enlarge the sphere of his exertion. My
next proposal therefore shall be; let evtlry man
consider the RELATION, in which God, the sove­
reign ruler, has placed him; and let him devise
what good he may do, that may render his rela­
tives the better Jor him. One great way to prove
ourselves really good, is tQ ])e. relativ~ly good. It
is by this, more than by any thing else, that we
" adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour." It would
be a piece of excellent wisdom in a man, to make
the interest which he has in the good opinion and
affection of any individuals, an advantage for do­
ing good to them. He that has a friend will shew
himself friendly indeed, ifhe think" Such a one
loves me, and will hearken to me; to what good
shall I take advantage from hence to persuade
him ?"

This will take place more particularly where the
endearing ties of natural affection give us an inte­
rest. Let us call over our several relations, and let
us devise something that may be called heroical
goodness, in gUr discharging them. Why should

----
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we not, at lea!!t once or twice rl. week make this
relative goodness the subject of our inquiries and of
our purposes? Especially, let us begin with domes­
tic relation8, and " provide for those of our own
house," lest we deny some glorious rules and hopes
of the christian faith, by our negligence.

First; In the CONJUGAL RELATION, how agree­
a:bly may they who are thus united, think on these
words; " What knowest thou, 0 wife, whether
thou shalt save thy husband? or, How knowest
thou,O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?"

The HUSBAND will do well to think; " What
shall I d'o that my wife may have cause for ever to
bless God f or having brought her to me?" And
" What shall I do,'that in my deportment towards
my wife, the kindness of the blessEd Jesus towards
his church, may be exemplified?" That this ques­
tion may be the more perfectly answered, sir, ask
ber to assist you in the answer; ask her to tell you
what she would have you to do.

But then, the WIFE also, will do well to in­
quire; "Wherein may I be to my husband a wife
of that character.--She will do him good and
not evil all the days of her life."-

With my married friends I will leave an excel­
lent remark, which I find in the Memorials of Ger­
vase Disney, esq. --" Family passions cloud
faith, disturb duty, darken comfort." You will
do the more good to one another, the more this
sentence is considered. When the husband and
the wife are always contriving to be blessings to
each other, I will say with Tertullian, Unde suf­
ficiam ad enarrandam fmlicitatem ejus matrimonii!­
o happy marriage!

• Where .hall I bel. wordl to describe the happiness of that state?
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PARENTS! How much ought you to be d.evising

for the good of your children. Often consider, how
to make them" wise children;" how to carryon
a desirable education for them, an education that
may render them desirable; how to render them
lovely and polite, and serviceable to their genera­
tion. Often consider how to enrich their minds
with valuable knowledge; how to instil into their
minds generous, gracious, and heavenly princi­
pies; how to restrain and rescue them from the
" paths of the destroyer," and fortify them against
their peculiar temptations. There is a world of
good that you have to do for them. You are
without the natural feelings of humanity if you are
not in a continual agony to do for them all the
good that lies in your power. It was no mi!"take
of Pacatu8 Drepam'us, in his panegyric to Theo­
doSiu8; " Instituente natura plus fere filios quam
nosmetipsos diligimus."·

I will prosecute the subject, by transcribing a
copy of PARENTAL RESOLUTIONS, which I have
somewhere met with. t

I. At the birth of my childrep., I would use
all due solemnity in the baptismal dedication and
consecration of them to the Lord. I would present
them to the baptism of the Lord, not as a mere for-

, mality; but, wondering at the grace of the infinite v' •
God, who will accept my children as his, I would
resolve. to do all that I can that they may be his,

. I would now achlally give them up to God, en­
treating that the child may be a child of God the
Father, a subject of God the Son, and a temple of

• Nature teacl.el UI to love our childrlu aa ouraelves.
t Probably compoaed by tile author hilDlelf, thoU(h upretaed i.til. modat mauer.

---r:: _
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God the Spirit; that it mRy be rescued from the
condition of Il child of wrath, and be possessed and
employed by the Lord, as an everlasting instrument
of his glory.

II. As soon as my children become capable
of attending to my iastructions, I would frequently
admonishtbem to be sensible of their baptism,al en­
gagements to the Lqrd: often remind them of
their baptism, and of the duties to which it binds
them.

I would often say to each of them, Child, you
have been baptised; you were washed in the llame
of the great God; now you must not sin against
him; to sin is to do a very filthy .thing. You
must every day cry to God that h~ would be your
Father, your Saviour, your Leader; in 'yoar bap­
tism he promised that he would be so, if you
prayed to him. Child, you must renounce the
service of Satan, you must not follow the vanities
of this world; you mast lead a. life of serious reli­
gion; in your baptism you were bound to the ser­
vice of your only Saviour. What is your name 't
--'-You m.ust sooner forg~t this name that was given
you in yoar baptism, than forget that you are a
servant of Jesus Chrifllt, whose name was then put
upon you.

Ill. Let me daily pray for my children with the
grea.test cOWltancy and fervency; yea, let me daily
IDeDltioD each of them by name before the Lord. I
would importunately beg for all suitable blessiDg!3 to
be besto\'fed upon them; that God wOldd give
them grace, and give them glory, and withhold
no good thing from them; that God would smile
on their education, and give his good angels charge

-_..-"!""!" - -...............~~~-_.
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over them, and keep them from evil, that it may
not grieve them; that when their father and mother
shall forsake them, the Lord may take them up.
Most earnestly would I plead that promise in their
behalf; " The heavenly Father will give his Holy
Spirit to them that ask him." 0 happy children,
jf by asking, I may obtain the Holy Spirit for
them!

IV. I would early entertain tlle children with
delightful stories out of the Bible. In familiar
conversation I would go though the Bible, when
the" olive-plants about my table" are capable of
being so watered. But I would always conclude
the hilltory by some lessons of piety, to be inferred
from them.

V. I would siBgle out some scriptural sen­
tences of the greatest importance; and some also
that contain special antidotes to the common
errors and vices of children. They shall quickly
get these golden sayings by heart, and be rewarded
with silver or gold, or some good thing, when
they do so. Such sentences as the following;

Psalm, cxi. 10.
The fear of ~he Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

Matthew, xvi. 26.

What is a man, profited,.if he ga.in the whole
world, and lose his own, soulr-

1 Timothy, i. 15.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners,

of whom I am chief.

Matthew, vi. 6.
Enter into thy closet, a.nd when thou hast shut

thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret.
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Eccles. xii. 14.

God shall bring every work into judgment, with
e'Very secret thing.

Ephesians, v. 25.
Put away lying, speak everyone the truth.

Psalm, cxxxviii. 6.
The Lord hath respect unto the lowly, but the

proud he knoweth afar off.
/

Romans, xii. 17. 19.
Recompence to no one evil for evil. Dearly be­

loved, avenge not yourselves.
Nehemiah, xiii. 18.

They bring wrath upon Israel, by profaning
the sabbath. '

A Jewish treatise, quoted by Wagenseil, tells
us, that among the Jews, when a child began to
speak, the father was bound to teach him that verse,
Deut. xxxiii. 4. " Moses commanded us a law,
even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob."
0, let me betimes make my children acquainted
with the law which our blessed Jesus has com­
manded us! It is the best inheritance I can give
them.

VI. I would cause my chil~ren to learn the
catechism. In catechising them, I would break
the answer into many' smaller and appropriate ques­
tions; and by their tmswer to them, observe and
quicken their understandings.· I would connect
with every truth, some duty and practice; and
expect them to confess it, consent to it, and
resolve upon it. As we ~ on in our catechising,

• The Auembly'a Cateebiam broken info ahort questiona in tbia
manner, w.. lately re-publiahed by the Editor, aDd entitled" The
Auembly'a Catechiam DilYected:" BOld by the Publiahen af tllia
boot.
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they shall, when they are able, turl1 to the proofs,
read them, and inform me, what they prove, and
in what manuer. Then I will watch an opportu­
nity to put more nice and difficult questions to
them, and impr<?ve the times of conversatiol1'
with my family, for conferences on religions sub­
jects.

VII. I would be anxious, till I may be able to
say of my children, Beholdt they pray! I would
therefore teach them to pray. But after they ha\'e'
learned a form of prayer, I will press them to pro­
ceed to points which a~e not in their form. r
will shew them the state of their own sonls'; ami I

on every discovery will inquire of theDJ, whttt'they
think onght now to be their prayer. I will direct
them eVNy morning to ta.ke one or two texts out
ofthe!8.credScriptures, and thence to form adesire,
which they shall add to their usual prayer. When'
they have heard a sermon, I will repeatto tbeJn thEf
main subject of it, and ask them ther~upon, what ~

they have now to pray for. I will charge t~in'

with all possible cogency, to pray in secret, and
often say to each of them, Child, I hope you do not
forget my charge to you about secret prayer; fOur
crime is very great, if you do.

VIII. I would betimes do what I can to pro­
duce a temper of bej)ignity iii iny children, both
towards one another and towards all other persons.
I will instruct them how ready they should be to I

communicate to others a part of what they have;
and they shall not want for encouragement when
they discover a loving, courteous, and benevolent
disposition. I will give them DOW and then a piece'
of money, that with their own little hands,"theY'
may dispense something to the poor. .Yea, if any

D
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one bas hurt or vexed them, I will not only forbid
all revenge, but will also oblige them todo a kind­
ness, as soon as possible, to the vexatious person"
All coarseness of language 'or behaviour in them, I
will discountena.nce.

IX. I would be solicitous to have my children
expert, not only at reading with propriety, but
also at writing a fair hand. I will then assign
them such books to read, as I may jud"e most
agreeable and profitable; obliging them to give me
aome ac(!ount of what they read; but will keep a
strict eye on what they read, lest they should stum-

,ble on the Devil's library and poison themselves
V with foolish romances, novels, plays, songs, or jests,

" that are not convenient." I will direct them
also~ to write out such things as may be of the
greatest benefit to them; and they shall have their
blank books neatly kept, on purpose to enter such
passages as I recommend to them. I will particu­
larly require them now and then to compose a
FRAYER, and bring it to me, that so I may dis­
cern what sense they have of their own everlasting
intereJts.

X. I wish that my children may, at a very
early period, feel the principles of reason and he­
1Wur working in them; and that I may proceed in .
their education, chiefly 011 those principles. There­
fore I will wholly avoid that fierce, harsh, crab-

;bed usage of the children, that would make them
dislike and tremble to come into my presence. I
will treat them so, that they shall fear to offend
me, and yet heartily love to see me, an_d be glad
of my returning home when I have been abroad. I
would have it considered as a severe and awful
punishment for Do crime in the family, to be for-
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bidden for a while to come into my presence. I
would excite in them a high opinion of their
father's love to them, aDll. of his being better
able to judge what is good for them, "than they
are for themselves. I would bring them to be­
lieve that it is best for them to be and to do
as I would have them. Hence I would con- '
tinually insist upon it, what a charming thing
it is, to know the things that are excellent, and
how much better still to do the things that are
virtuous~ I wish them to propose it to them..
selves as a reward of good behaviour; " I will noW
go to my father, and he will teach me something I .

that I never knew before." I would have them'
afraid of doing any base thing,· from a horror of the
baseness there is in it. My fiTSt animadversion
on a smaller fault shall be, an exclamation of sur­
prize and wonder, vehemently expressed before
them, that -ever they should be guilty of doing so
foolishly, with an earnest expectation that they
will never do the like again. I will also endea-·
v(Jur to excite in them a weeping resolution to
this effect. I will never use corporeal punish­
ment, except it ~ fOl" an atrocious crime, or for j

a smaller fault obstinately persisted in. I would
ever proportion chastisements to faults; not punish
severely for a very small instance of childishness ; ./
and only frown a little for so~e real wickedness.
Nor shall my chastisements ever be dispensed in
passion and fury; but I will first shew them the
comm-and .of God, by transgressing which, they
hav·e displeased me. The slavish boisterous man­
ner of education too commonly used, I consider
as no small article in the wrath and curse of God
upon a miserable world.

D~
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XI. & soon as we can, we will advance to

still higher principles. I will often tell the chil­
dren what cause they have to love a glorious Christ

. who has died for them; how much he will be pleased
with their well-doing; and what a noble thing it
i~ to follow his example, which example I will de­
scribe to them. I will often tell them that the eye
of God is upon them; that he knows all they do,
IWd hears all they speak. I will frequently remind
them that there will be a time, when they must
appear before the holy Lord; and that they must
1U!'lD do nothing which may then be a source
of grief and shame to them. I will set before
them the delights of that heaven which is prepared
for pious children; and the torments of that hell
which is prepared for wicked ones. I will inform,
them ~f the kiIj.d offices which the good angels
perform for children who fear God, and are afraid
of sin; how the devils tempt them to do bad
things; how they hearken to the devils, and are
like them when they do such things; what mis­
chiefs these evil spirits may obtain permission to­
do in the wClrld, and how awful it would be to
dwell among the devils, in the" place of dragons."
I will 9r1 to God, that he may make the'm feel the
power of these principles.

XII. When the children are of a proper age
or it, I will sometimes have them with me alone,

and converse with them about the state of their
souls; their experiences, their proficiency, their
temptations; obtain their declared consent to every
articli: in the covenant of grace; and then pray
with them, earnestly entreating that the Lord
would bestow his grace upon them, and thus make,
them witnesses of the agony ,with which I am tra-

I
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vailing to see the image of Christ formed in them.
Certainly they will never forget such exercises as
these!

XIII. I .would be very watchful and cautiou.
about the companions of my children. I would be·
very inquisitive to learn what company they keep.
If they are in danger of being ensnared by vicious
company, I will earnestly pull them out of it, as
" brands out of the burning;" and will try to pro­
cure for them fit and useful associates.

XIV. As in catechising· the children, so ill
the repetition of the public sermons, I would use
this method: I would put every truth into the
form of a question, to be answered with yes, or
no. By this method I hope to awaken their atten­
tion; as well as enlighten their understandings.
And thus I shall have an opportunity to ask, Do
you desire such and su ch a grace; with other
simnar questions. Yea, I may by this means hav~
an opportunity to demand, and perhaps to obtain,
their early, frequent, and, I would hope, sincere
eonsent to the glorious articles of the new covenant.
'mle Spirit of grace may fall upon them. in this
action~ and they may be seized by him, and pos­
sessed by him as his temples, through eternal
ages.

XV. When a day of Humiliation arrives, I
win make them know the meaning of the day; and
after some time given them to consider of it, I will
require them to tell me, what special at'Dietions /
they have met with, and what good they hope to
get by those at'Dictions. On a day of Thanksgiv­
ing, they shall also be made to know the intent
()f th.e day; and after consideration; they shall in­
(Qflll me" what w.erQies o( God to the~·thel ta~
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special notice of, aud what duties to God, they
confess and resolve. to perform under such obliga­
tions. Indeed, for somethiug of this importance,
to be pursued in my couTersation with them, I
would not cOIlfine myself to the solemn days, which
may occnr too seldom for it; but, particularly,
where the birth-days of any of the children arrive,
I would take them aside, and remind them of the
~e, which, having obtained help of God, they
have attained: and tell them how thankful they
should be for the mercies of God, upon which they
have hitherto lived; and how fruitful they should
be in all goodness, that so they may still enjoy
their mercies. And I would inqUire of them~

whether they have ever yet begun to mind the work
which God sent them into the world to perform;
what attempts they have made toward. it; and
how they desi~n to spend the rest of their time, if
God continue them in the world.

XVI. When the children are in any trouble,
whether sickness or otherwise, I will take advan­
tage of the occasion, to set before them tbe evil of
sin, the cause of all our trouble; and will represent
to them, how fearful a thing it will be, to be cast
among the damned, who are in unceasing and end­
less trouble. I will set before tbem the benefit of
an interest in Christ, by which their trouble will be
sanctified to them, and they will be prepared for
death, and for fulness of joy in a happy eternity

.after death.
XVII. I wish, that among all the branches of a

polite education, which I would endeavour to give
my children, each of them, the daughters as well
as the sons, may have so much acquaintance with
some profitable avoc~tion (whether it be painting,
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or the law; or medicine, or any other employment
to which their own inclination may the most lead
them;) that they may be able to obtain for them­
selves a comfortable subsistence, if by the provi­
dence of God, they should ever be brought into
destitute circumstances. Why should not they be
thus instructed as well as Paul, the Teut-maker!
Children of the highest rank, may have occasion
to bless their parents wht' made such a provision
for them. The Jews have a sayiug on this iubject.
which is worthy to be mentioned: "Qllicunque

, filium suum non docet opificium, perinde est ac si
eUID docet latrocinium."'"

XVIII. A. early as possible. I would make my
children acquainted with the chief end for which
they are to live; that so their youth may not be
altogether vanity. I would shew them that their
chief end must be to acknowledge the great God,
and to bring others to acknowledge him; and
that they are never acting wisely nor well, but
when they are 10 doing. I would shew them,
what these acknowleagments are, and how they
are to be made. I would make them able to
answer the grand question, " For what purpose.do
you live; and what is the end of thE' actions that
employ your lives?" I would teach them, how
their Creator and Redeemer is to be obeyed in every
thi ng, and how every thing is to be done in obe­
dience to him; I would instruct them in what man­
ner even their diversions, their ornaments, and the
tasks of their education must all be managed to fit
them for the further service of Him to whom I
have devoted them, and how, in these also, his

• Who~ver teRche. D9t his SOD some trade or husiuess, dDes ill
1eA1itr tIlaoh hjm to be a thief. '

v
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flommandments must be the rule of all they do. 1
would therefore sometimes surprise them with an
,inquiry, " Child, what is this for? Give me 1\

,good account )Vby you do it." How comfortably
~hal1 I see them " walking in the light," if I
may bring them wisely to answer this question;
WId what" children of the light" they will be!

XIX. I would sometiqles oblige the children to
~etire, and. ponder .!~ that question;'" What

·,lihould I willh to have done, if! w~re now dying?"
After t~ey Bh~U have reported to me their own

./ WIswerto .thequestion, I will take occasion froIn
it, to inculcate upon them the lessons of Godliness.
I would also direct and oblig~ them, at a proper
time, serio~sly to realise their own appearance be.­
fore the awful judgment-seat of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and to consider, what they have to plead,
that they may not be sent away into everlasting
punishment; what they have to plead, that they
may be admitted into the Holy City, I would
instrnct them what plea to prepare: first, shew
~heJD how to get a part iJ1 the righteousness of him

.who is to be theirJudge, by receiving it with a
thankful faith, as the gift of infinite grace to the'
distressed and unwortby sinner: then shew them
how to prove that their faith is genuine by their
eontinual endeavour in all things to please Him
who is to be their Judge, and to serve his kingdom '
and interest in the world. And I would charge
them to make this preparation.

XX. If I live to see the children arrive at a mar·
riageableage, I would, before I consult with hea·
v.en on earth for their best accommodation in the
Plarried state, aim at the espousal of their souls to
their only Saviour. I would, as plainly and as

-,.----~--_. ---..~-
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furry ftS' I can, propos~ to them the terms on'wliich'
the glorious Reedeiner will espouse them to himself,
in righteousness and judgment, favour and mer­
cies forever; and solicit their consent to his.
proposal and overtures; then I would proceed to>
do what may be expected from a tender parent for
them, in their temporaL circumstances.

From these parental resolutions, how reason­
ably, how naturally, may we pass on to so.y,--

CHILDREN, the fifth commandment confirms aU
your other numberless and powerful obligations
often to inquire IC Wherein may I be a blessing tG
my parents?" Ingenuollsness of disposition would
make this the very summit of your ambition, to be
a credit and a comfort to your parents; to sweeten~

and it may be, to lengthen the lives of those.
from whom, under God, youbave received yout
own. And God the Rewarder, usually gives to such
a conduct, even in this life, a most observable re­
compence. But it is possible, you may be the
happy instruments of plOre than ,a little good to the
souls of your parents. Yea, though they should
be pious parents, you may, by some delicate me­
thods, be the instruments of their growth in piety
and preparation for the heavenly world. Happy. +
thrice happy children, who are thus favoured!
Among the Arabians, a father sometimes takes his
name from an eminent son, as well as a son, from
his reputable father. Truly, a son, may be such a.
blessing to his father that the best sirname for the
glad fat ould be, " the father of such a one."

MA:STERS, ye, n ISTRESSES too, must
have their devices, how to do good to their' ser­
vants; how to make them the servants of Christ;
and the children of God. God; whom you must

. DO
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remember to be " your Master in beaTen," has
brought them to you, and placed them under your
care. Who can tell for what good he DaS brought
th~m '/ What if they should be the elect of God,
fetched from different parts, and brought into your
families, on purpose, that by means .of their situ­
ation, they may be brought home to the Shep­
herd of souls! 0 that thf" souls of our servants
were more regarded by us ~ that we might give a
better demonstration that we despise not our own
souls, by doing what we can for the souls of our
servants! How can we pretend to Christianity,
when we do no more to christianise our servants!
Verily. you must give an account to God con­
eerning them. If they should be lost through
your negligence, what answer ('an you make to
" God, the Judge of all 1" Methinks, common
principles of gratitude should incline you to study
the happiness of those, by whose labours your
lives are so much accommodated. Certainly, they
would be the better servants to you. more faith-

. fuI, honest, industrious, and submissive, for your
bringing them into the service of yaur common
Lord.-

I have somewhere met with a paper under 'his
title, the RESOLUTION OF A lUAS'l'Ell; which may
be properly inserted in this place.t
. I. I w~uld always remember, that my servants
a~, in some sense, my children; and by taking
care that they want nothing which way be good
for them, 1 would ma~e them as !Dy children i

• In the Qrigin'l work, some observations are made in this place
with respect to the usage of slaves; but as the sl1bject has happily no
C;0QneetiQn with our country, the pasaajfe is hefe olllitted.

t Th~ modesty of the' lIutbor tbUli expresses, prohbly, his 01l'Q
,fOI!UtiOll.

___*_1--
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and, lUI far as the methods of instilling piety into
the mind, which I use with my children, may be
properly and prudently used with my servau'ts, they
shall be partakers in them. Nor will I It>ave thetn
ignorant of any thing, wherein I may instruct them
to be useful to their generation.

II. I will see that my servants be furnished with
Bibles, and be able and careful to read the lively
oracles. I will put Bibles and other good and pro­
per bOQks into their hands; will allow them time
to read, and assure myself that they do not mis­
spend tbis time. If I can discern any wicked
books in their hands, I will take away from them
those pestilential instruments of wiekedness. They
shall also write as well as read, if 1" may be able to
bring them to it. And I will appoint them, now
and then,such things to write, as may be for their
greatest advantage.

Ill. I will have my servants present at the reli­
gious exercises of my family; and will drop either
in the exhortations, in the prayers, or in the daily

~ sacrifices of the family, such passages as may
have a tendency to quicken a sense of religion in
them.

I V. The article of catechising, as far as the age
or state of the servants will permit it to be done
with decency, shall extend to them also. And
they shall be concerned in the conferences in
which I may be engaged with my family, in the
repetition of the public sermons, If any of them,
when they come to me, shall not have -learned the
catechism, I will take care that they do it, and
will give them a reward when they have· acoom­
plished it..
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.V. I will be very inquisitive and solicitoul about

the company chosen by my servants; IIoJld with all
posaible earnestn~sswill rescue them ftom thesnares
of e~il company, and forbid their being the" co~..
panions of fools."

VI. Such of my servants as may be capable of
the task, I will employ to teach lessons of piety
tp my cbildr~nt and will reoompenee them for so
doing. But I wou!d. by a particular artifice, con­
trif~ them to be sllcll lessons as may be for their
own edification too.

VII. I will sometimes c.aU my servants alone,
t,alk to them about the state of their souls; tell
them how to close with_their only Saviour; charge
them. to do .well, and" lay. hold on eternal life;"
a.odsQew them very partiCl.1la:rly bow they may
r~nder, all they do for me, a service to the glorious
Lord; how they may do all from a principle of
ol:le(lience to him, and become entitled to the
" rewafd ofth.e heavenly inheritance."

To these resQll,ltions I add the fQllow-ing passages
.ail~ Appendix,:
,Ag~ is nearly sufficient, with some masters, to

.obliterate every letter and action in the history of a •
merHorioua life; lI.:tlq.old services are generally bu­
r-ied, under, the ruins of an old. caroase. ft. is a
lw.r~ro.us inhumanity in IJlen.towar,ds their ser­
vlftnts., .. to account their small Jaili:tlgs as crimes,
~itbout allowing th~if past services to h~ve been,
virtue/!. Gracious. God, keep thy servant from
such base illgratitude.! .

But then,. OS~J.\V;AHTl!, if, you would obtain,
c~ the ~eward of. the inlleritance/' each of you
shQuld /!ei yourself to ~quire-" How sh,all lap..

III 11- -
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prove myself such a ~ant that the Lord may
bless' the house of my master the more for my be­
ing in it?" Certainly, there are many ways in
which servants may become blessings. Let your
sttldies, with your continual prayers for the welfare
of the families to which you belong, and the ex­
ample of your sober carriage, render you such.: If
you will but remember four -words,and attempt all
that is comprised in them--

OlJBDfENCE-HONESTY-INDUSTRY -and PIETY,

you will be the ble8sings, and the Joseph8 of the
families in which you live. Let these four words
be distinctly and frequently recollected; and cheer­
fully perform a11 your business, on this considera­
tion-that it is an obedience to heaven, and from

- thence will have a recornpence. It was' the ob- .
servation even ofAl. Pagan, " that a malter may
receive a benefit from a servant;" and, .. Quod fit
affectu amici, desinit esse ministerium"""-" What
is done with the affection of a friend, ceases to be
the act of a mere sen-ant." Even the MAID SER­

VANTS of the house may render a great service to
it, by instructing the infants, and instilling into
their minds, the lessons of goodness. Thus, by
Bilhah and Zilpah, may cbildren be born again;
thus, the mistresses, by the travail of their hand­
maids, may have children brought into the king­
dom of God.

I proceed-Humanity teaches us to take notice
of all our kindred. Nature bespeaks what we call
a " natural affection" to all who are a-kin to us;
to be destitute'of it is a very bad character; it is
a brand on the worst of men, on such as forfeit
the name of man. But Christianity is intended to
improve it. Our na.tural affection is to be im-
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proved into a religious intention. Reader, make 8

catalogue of all your more distant relatives. Con­
sider them one by one;' and make each of them
the subject of your " good devices." Ask this
'question: " How may I pursue the good of such lI.'

relative? By what means may I render such a.
relative the better for me?" It is possible that you
may do something for your relatives which may
afford them .cause to bless God for yeur relation to
them. Have they no, calamity under which you
may give them relief? Is there no temptation
against which you may give them'some caution?
Is there no article of their prosp&ity to which you
may be subservient? At least, with your affectio­
nate prayers, you may go over your catalogue; you
may pray for each of them successively by name;
and why may you not put proper books of piety
into their hands, to be durable memorials of their
duties to God, and of your desires for 'their good?

THIS excellent zeal should be extended to the
0lEIGHBOUl\HOOD. Neighbours! you stand related

to each other; and you should contrive how
others should have reason to rejoice in your neigh­
.bourhood. " The righteous is more excellent
than his neighbour;" but we shall scarcely allow
him to be so, unless he be more excellent as a
neighbour: he must excel in the duties of good
neighbourhood. Let that man be better than bis

;/ neighbour, who labours most to be a better neigh­
bour-to do most good to his neighbour.

~I.......__..
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And here, first, the poor people that lie wounded
must have oil and wine poured into their wounds.
It was a cha~ming trait in the character of a mo­
dern prince-" To be in distress, is to deserve his
favour." 0 good neighbour! put on that princely.
that more than royal quality. See who in the
neighbourhood may thbs deserve thy favour. We
are told that" pure religion and undefiled (a jewel
not counterfeited, and without a flaw,) is to visit
the fatherless and widows in their aftliction." i The
orphans and the widows, and all the children of
aftliction in the neighbourhood, mu~t be visited
and relieved with all suitable kindnesses.

Neighbours! be concerned that the orphans and
the widows may be well provided for. ;rhey meet
with grievous difficulties, with unknown tempta­
tions. When their nearest relatives were living,
they were, perhaps, but meanly provided for: what
then mllst be their present solitary condition? That
condition should be well considered; and the re­
sult of the consideration should be-" I delivered
the orphan who ha.p no helper, and I caused the
widow's heart to sing for joy."

By the same rule-All the atllicted in the neigh­
bourhood are to be considered. Would it be too
much for you, once in a week at least, to think
-" What neighbour is reduced to pinching and'
painful poverty, or impoverisQed with heavy losses?
--What neighbour is languishing with sickness,
especially-with severe disease, and of long continn­
fl,nce ?---What neighbour is broken-hearted with
the loss of a dear and desirable relative ?-What
neighbour has a soul violently assaulted by the'
,eneIQy of souls?" and then, consider," What cam
be qone for such neighbours 1"
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In the first place, You will pity them.· The

/
evangelical precept is, " Have compassion one of
another-be pitiful." It was of old and ever will
be a. just expectation," To him that is amictedr

pity should be shewn;" and let our pity' to thQ"
distressed, be expressed by our prayer for them.
It would be a very lovely practice for you in the­
daily prayer of your closet every evening to think,
" What miserable object have I seen to-day, for

;./' whom I may do we)l now to entreat the mercieS'
of the Lord?" But this is not all; it is possible,.
nay probable, that you may do well to vi~it them;
and when you· visit them, comfort them; carry
them some good word, which may raise gladnesS"
in a hear~tooping with heavine~s. .

And, lastly: Render them all the assistance
which their necessities may require. Assist them

" by your advice; assist them by obtaining the help
of ~ther persons on their behalf; and, if it be
needful, bestow your AJ,lIfS upon them; " Deal thy
bread to the hungry; bring to thy house the pOOl"
that are cast out; when thou seest the naked, cover
him:" at least, exercif!e . Nazianzen's charity;--­
"Si nihil habes, do. lacrymulam ;"-" If you
have nothing else to bestow upon the miserable,
bestow a tear or two upon their miseries." This
little is better than nothing.

Would it be amiss for you, always to have lying
by you, a list of the poor in your neighbourhood,

". or of those whose calamities may call for the as­
sistance of the neighbourhood? Such a list would
often furnish you with matter for useful conversa­
tion, when you are conversing with your friends,
whom you may hereby.". provoke to love and to

l good works."

n--- ----.-
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.1 will go on to say, Be glad of opportunities to
/ do good in your neighbourhood: yea, look out

for them! lay hold on them with a rapturous assi­
duity. Be sorry for ,all the sad circumstances of
your neighbour which render your exertions necel"'
fiRry; yet, be glad, if anyone tell you of them.
Thank him who gives you the information, as
having therein done you a very great kindness.
Let him know that he could not, by any means,
have obliged you more. Cheerfully embrace f'JVery
opportunity af shewing civility to your neighbours, .
whether by lending, by watching, or by any other
method -in your power. And let the pleasantness
of your countenance prove that you do·this wil­
lingly; "Cum munere vultum." "Let your wis­
dom cause .your face to shiue." Look upon your
neighbours, not with a cloudy, but with a serene
Wld shiDing face!' and shed the rays of yOl1t' kind­
ness upon them, with such affability, that they
may see they are welcBme to all you can do for
them. Yea, stay not until you are told of oppor­
tunities to do good, but inquire after them and let
tht> inquiry be solicitous and unwearied. The in­
comparable pleasure which attends the performance
of acts of benevolence, is worth a diligent inquiry.

There was a generous Pagan, who counted a day
lost, in which he had not obliged some one. " Amici,
diem perdidi !":IIe 0 Christian, let us try whether
we cannot contrive to do something for one or
nther of our neighbours, every day that passes over
onr heads. Some do 80; and' with a better spirit
thaD ever actuated Titus Vespasian. Thrice, in
the scriptures we find the good angels rejoicing\

" Friends j I have lost. day!
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it is always at, the good of others: to r('joice in the
good of others, and ('specially in doing good to them,
is angelical goodness.

In promoting the good of the neighbourhood, I
wish above all, that you will consult their spiritual
good. Be concerned lest " the deceitfulness of
sin" should destroy any of your neighbours. If
there be any idle people among them, take pains to
{lure them of their idleness: do not nourish and
huden them in it, but find emp,loyment for them;
set tltem to work, and keep them to work; -and
then be as bountiful to them as you please.

If any poor children in the neighbourhood are·
totally destitute of education, do not suffer them
to remain in that state. Let care be taken that
they may be taught to read, to learn their catechism,
and the truths and ways of their only Saviour.

Once more. If any persons in the neighbour­
hood are taking to bad courses, affectionately and
faithfully admonish them; if any act as enemies

,/ to their own welfare, or that of their families, pru­
dently dispense your admonitions to them; if there
be any prayerless families, cease not to entreat and
exhort them, till you have persuaded them to com­
mence domestic worship. If there be any ser­
vice of God or his people, to which any ope is
backward, tenderly excite him to it. What­
ever snare you perceive a neighbour exposed to,
be so kind as to warn him against it. By fur­
nishing your neighbours with good books or traQts,
and obtaining their promise to read them, who can
tell how much good may be done! It is possible,
that in lhis way, you may administer with inge.
unity RDd efficacy,such reproofs as your neighbours

I I
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may need, and without hindering your person~l

conversation with them on the same subjects, if
they need your p~rticularadvice.

Finally, If there be any bad houses, which
threaten to debauch and poison your neighbours;
let your charity induce you to exert yourself as"""­
much as possible for their suppression.

That my proposal .. to do good in the neigh­
bourhood, and as a neighbour," may be more fully
Cormed and followed, .I will conclude by reminding
you that much self-denial will be requisite in the
execution of it; you must. be armed against all
selfish intentions in these generous attempts. You
must not employ your good actions as persons use
water. which they pour into a pump, to draw up
something for yourselves. Our Lord's direction
is," Lend, hoping for nothing again,"· and do
goo~ to such as you are never likely to be the better
for.

But then, there is something still higher to be
required: that is," Do good to those neighbours·
who have done you harm;" so saith our Saviour,
" Love your enemies; bless them that curse you;
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
that despitefully use you, and persecute you."
Yea, if an injury have been done you by anyone,
consider it as a provocation to confer a benefit on
him. This is noble! It will alford much consola-

• To lend a thin~, is, properly, to hope that we shall receive it
again; and this probably refers to the BRAIUSIllOS, or Collation,
usual among the ancients, of which we find freqnent mention in hi..
tory. If any man by a fire, shipwreck, Or otber di....ter, bad lost
his estate, bis friends used to lend him a considerable sum to be re-­
paid, not at a certain day, but when be should fiud bimself able, with
convenience, to repay it. Now persons would rarely lend on such
occasions, .unless they had some reason to hope tbey should again
receive their money, and that the persons to whom it was len~ &bollW
"'SO TllfJuite their kindness, if they should ever Deed il.

...
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tiona Some other method might make you even
with your forward neighbours; but this will place
you above them all. It were nobly done, if in
your evening retirement you offer a petition to
God for the pardon and prosperity of any person
who Bas injured you in the course of the day: and
it would be excellent if, in looking over the cata­
logue of such as have injured you, you should be
able to say, (the only intention that can jnstify
your keeping such a catalogue,) There is not one
ofthese, to whom I have not done, or attempted
to do, a kindnet'ls. Among the Jews themselves,
the Hasideans offered this daily petition to God,
"Remitte et condona omnibus qui vexll.nf nos."·
Christians, exceed them: Justin Martyr tells us
they did so in primitive times-" they' prayed for
their enemies."

But I must not stop here; something higher still
is requisite. Do good to those neighbours who
will speak evil of you for doing so; "Thus," saitb
our Saviour," ye shall be the children of the
Highest, who is kind to the unthankful,- and to th,e
evil." You will constantly meet with Monsters
of Ingratitude; and .if you distinguish II. person,
by doing far more for him than for others, that
very person perhaps will do you an 'injury. 0 the
wisdom of Divine Providence, by which this is
permitted, that you may learn to do good on a
divine principle-good, merely for the sake of
good! " Lord, increase our faith !"

There is II. memorable passage in the Jewish re­
cords. A certain gentleman was remarkably ge-,
nerous, and many persons were constantly relieved
by his bounty. One day he' asked the following

• Forll"ive all who trouble aud harran UI.
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question; " Well, what do our people say tlrJ.
day?" The answer was, " Sir, the people par­
took of your favours, and blessed you very fer·
vently." ,. Did they so ?" said he, " Thea I
shall have no great reward for this day." At ano­
ther time, he asked the same question-" Well,
and what say our people n,ow?" They replied,
" Alas! good Sir, the people enjoyed your favolll's
to-day, and after. all, they did nothing but rail
at you." " Indeed!" said het " then for this
day I am sure that God will give me a good and a
great reward." Thus then, though vile construc­
tions and harsh invectives should be the present
reward of your best offices for the neighbourhood;
yet be not discouraged; " Thy work shall be
rewarded," saith the Lord. If y()ur apportn.
nities to do good extend no further, yet I will offer
you a consolation, which a certain writer has thus
elegantly expressed; " He who praises God only
on a ten-stringed instrument; whose authority

. extends no further than his own family, nor his
example beyond his own neighbourhood, may have
as thankful a heart here, and as high a place in
the celestial choir hereafter, as the grElatest mo­
narch, wbo praises God upon an instrument of
ten thQusand strings, and upon the loud sounding
organ, having as many millions of pipes as thel'e
are subjects in his empire."

We cannot dismiss this part of the subject, 'with­
out offt'Cing a PROPOSAL; to animate and regulate
PRIVATE MEETINGS of religious persons, for the
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&xercises of religion. It is very certain that when
such private meetings have. been maintaiBed, and
well conducted, the Christians who have composed
them have, like so many " coals of the altar,"
kept one another alive, and been the means of
maintaining a lively christianity in the neighbour­
hood. Such societies have been strong and ap­
proved instruments, to uphold the power of god­
1in~ss. The disuse of such societies has been
accompanied with a visible decay of religion: in
proportion as they have been discontinued or dis­
regarded in any place, the less has godliness 110u­
rished.

The rules observed by some ASSOCIATED FA­

MILIEs' may be offered with advantage, on this
occasion. They wiH shew us what good may be

'" dOIre in a neighbourhood, by the establishment of
such societi'es.

I. It is proposed, That a select number of fami­
lif!s~ perhaps about twelve, agree to meet, (the
men and their wives) at each other's houses alter­
nately, once in a fortnight or a month, or other­
wise as shall be thought most proper, and spend a
suitable time together, in religious exercises.

2. The exercises of religion proper for such a
meeting are; for the brethren in rotation to com­
mence and cOJ;lclude with prayer; for psalms to be
sung; and for sermons to be repeated.

3. It were desirable, for the ministers, now and
then, to be present at the meeting, and pray with'

,/ them, instruct and exhort them, as they may see
. occasion.

4. Candidates for the ministry may do well to
perform their first offices here, and thereby prepare
themselves for further services.

-,..-



71
o. One special design of the meeting llhotlld be,

with united prayers to ask the blessing of heaven
on the family where they are assembled, as well as
on the rest: that with the wonderousforce ofunited
prayers, " two or three may agree on earth, to ask
such things" as are to be done for ,the families. by
" our Father which is in heaven."

6. The members of such a society ,should con"
sider themselves as bound up in one" bundle of. . --
lov~;" and count themselves obliged, by very
close and strong bonds. to be serviceable to one
another. If anyone in the society should fall into
affliction, all the rest should 'presently study to re­
lieve and support the afflicted person in every pos·
sible way. If anyone should fall into temptation,
the rest should watcb over him, and with ~he " spi•.
tit of meekness." with "meekness of wisdo~,"

endeavour to recover him. It should be like a law
ofthe Medes and Persians to the wholesociety,­
that they will, upon all just occasions, affectionately
give and receive mutual admonitions of any thing
that they may see amiss in each other.

7. It is not easy to calculate the good offices
which su~h a society may do to many other per­
sons, besides its own members. The prayers of ­
such well-disposed societies, may fetch down mar­
vellous favours from heaven on their pllStors ; their
lives may be prolonged, their gifts augmented,
their graces brightened, and their labours pros­
pered, in answer to the supplications of such asso­
ciated families. The interests of religion may be
also greatly promoted in the whole flock, by their
fervent supplications; and the Spirit of Grace
mightily poured out upon the rising generation;
yea; the country at large may be the better for
them.

---' - ._--------
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8. The society may, on peculiar occasions, set

apart whole days for fasting and prayer. The suc·
'cess ofsuch days has been sometimes very remark·
able, and the savour which they have left on the
mindlf of those who have engaged in them, has'
been such, as greatly to prepare them to" show
forth the death of the Lord," at his holy table;
yea, to meet their own death, when God has been
pleased to appoint it.

9. It is very certain, that the devotions at/.d
conferences carried on in. such a society, will not
only have a wonderful tendency to produce the
" comfort of love" in the hearts of good men' to·
wards one another; .but that their ability to serve
many valuable interests will also thereby be much
increased.

10. Unexpected opportunities to do good will
arise to such a society; and especially if such a:
plan as the following were adopted:-That the
men who compose the society, would now and
then spend half an hour by themselves, in consi·
dering that question-What good is there to be
done ?-More paTticularly,-

Who are to be called upon to do their duty, in
l;oming to special ordinances?

Who are in any peculiar adversity;' and what
may be done to comfort them?

What contention or variance may there be
among any of our neighbours; and what may be
done for healing it ?

What open trangressions do any live in; and
who shall be desired to carry faithful admonitions to

- them?
Finally; What is there to be done for the advRn·

!age and advancement of our holy religion?
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In the primiti"e times of christianity, much Use

was made of a saying, which was ascribed to Mat­
thias the Apostle:" If the neighbour of an
elect, or .godly man sin; the godly man himself has ­
also sinned.". The intention of that saying was,
to point out the obligation of neighbours watch­
fully to admonish one another. 0 how much
may christians associated in religious societies
effect, by watchful and faithful admonitions, to
prevent their being" partakers in other men's sins!"
The man who shall produce and promote suell
societies, will do an 'incalculable service to the
neighbourhood.

I proceed to mention another sort of society;
namely, that of YOUNG MEN ASSOCIATED. J.

Societies of this description, duly managed. and
countenanced by the Pastor, have been incom­
p!l.rable nurlleries to the churches. Young men
are hereby preserved from very many temptations,_
rescued from the" paths of the DestrQyer," con­
firmed in the 'c right ways of the Lord," a~d

much prepared for such religious exercilles as will
be expected from them, when they shall them­
selves become householders.

I will here lay before the reader, some ORDERS

which have been observed in some societies of this
nature.

] . Let there be two hours at a time set apart for
the purpose; in which, let two prayers be offered
by the ffi6mbers in rotation; and between the
prayers let there be singing, and the repetition of
a sermon.

2. Let all the members of the society resolve to
be charitably watchful ov~r one another; never tor
divulge each other's, infirmities; always to give in..

E
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form~tion, of every thigg which may appear to caIt
'for adnwnition, and to take it kindly whenever it
i~given.

3. Let all who are to be admitted as members cf.
the society, be aetompanied by two odhree ofthe
rest, to the miIiister of the place, that they may
receiye his holy, counsel and directions, and that
every thing may be done with his approbation;
a,fter which, let their names be added to the roll. "

4. If any person thus enrolled among them, fall
into a scandalous iniquity, let the rebukes of the
society be dispensed to him; and let them forbid
him to come among them any more, until he give
suitable evHlence of repentance.

5. Let the list be once a quarter called over;
Mdthen, ifit appear tbat any of the society have
much absented themselves, let some of the mem­
bers be sen t to inquire the reason of their absence;
and if no reason be given, but such as intimates an
apostacy from good beginnings, and if they remain
obstinate, let them be dismissed, with kind aDd
faithful admonitions.
. 6. Once in three months, let there be a collec­

tion, if necessary, out, of which the unavoidable
expenees of the society shall be defrayed, and the
rest be employed for such pious purposes, as may
be agreed on.

7. Once in two months, let the whole time. be
devoted to supplications for the conversion and sal­
v,ation of the rising generation; and particularly for

.-:: the 8\lCcess of the Gospel in that congregation to
which the society belongs.

8. Let the whole society be exceedingly careful
that their conversation, while they are together,
after the other services ofreligion are over, have,
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nothing in 'it, that may have any taint of b'adk-
biting or vanity, or the least relation to the affairi[
of government, or to things which do not.concer~

them, and are not likely to promote their advan":
tage. But let their conversation he whon{on
matters of religion, and those also,' not displltl1ble -:­
and controversial subjects, but points of practical
piety. For this purp,ose, questions may. be pro­
posed, on which everyone, in order, may deliver
his sentiments; or, they may go througP a cate­
chism; and everyone, in rotation, may hear all
the rest recite the answers; or they maybe di­
rected by the'lr Pastor, to spend tbeir ~ime protit~
ably in some other manner.

9. Let every person in the society, cOnsid~r it a~
0. .special task incumbent on him I to Jook out, for
some other hopeful young man, and to U$e 0.11­

proper means to engage him in the resofutions of
godliness, until he also shall be united. to the
society. And when R society shall in this manner
be increased to a fit nl,lmber, let it use its iuflu­
ence to form other similar societies, who may hol<l,
0. useful correspondence .with each other. '.

The ma~ who shall be the instrument of ~sta­

blishiQg such a society in a plac~, Cannot compre~
hend what a lon,g and rich train, of good cODse~

quences may result from his labours. And: I~h~l

who shall in such RllocietY carryon. the du.t~es of
~eligion, and sing the, pra~s of a,glQ,riq~s. qhr~st"
will have in th.emsli!lves a blessed e~rnestft~at _t~e1
llhall be, associated toget~er in the heavenly c~t",

and in the blessednes;;; thl,l,~ sl;lall Jlever bave aD.eu;l.,;

E 2
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HITHBR'TO my discourse has been a more ge..

neral address to persons of all conditions and
capacities. I have proposed a few devices, but
those which are equally applicable to private per­
sons, as ,to others. We will now proceed to ad­
dress those who are in a more public situation.
And because no men in the world are under such
obligations to do good as the MINlST:ERS OF THE

gOSPEL: .. it is necessary that the ,"'ord of '. God
should be first spoken unto them." I trust there­
~re, my fathers and brethren in the ministry will
" suffer the word of exhortation." .

It must be admitted, that they who are" men of
God," shosld be always at work/or God. Cer­
tainly, they who are dedicated to the special ser­
vice of the Lord, should never be satisfied, but
when they are in the most sensible manner serv­
ing him. Certainly, they whom the Great King
bas brought nearer to himself than other men,
should be more unwearied than others, in endea­
vouring to advance his kingdom. They whom the

_ word ofGod calls Angels, ought certainly to be ofan
angelical disposition; always disposed to do good,
like the good angels;-ministers ever on the wing
to .. do His pleasure." It is no improper pro­
posal, that they would seriously set themselves to
think, "What are the points wherein I should
be wise and do good, like an angel of God? Or,
if an angel were in the flesh, as I am, and in
luch a post as mine, what methods may I justly
imagine that he would use to glorify God?"
What wonderful offices of kindness would the good

. angels cheerfully perform for such their" fellow
lIetvants."
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We must call upon our people, " to be ready

to every good work." We must go befQre
them in it, and by our own readiness at every
good work, show them the manner of performing
it. "Timothy," said the Apostle," Be thou
an example of the belieyers." It is a true maxim,
and you cannot think of it too freque~tly ;.....:." The
life of a minister is the life of his ministry,"
There is also another maxim of the same kind;­
.. The sins of teachers are the· teachers of sins."

Allow me, sirs, to say that your opportunities
to do good, are singular. Your want of worldly /
riches, and generally of any means of obtaining
them, is compensated by those opportunities to do
good, with which you are enriched. The true
spirit ofa minister will cause you to consider your..
selves enriched, when those precious things ara
conferred upon you, and to prize them above
Ianus, or. money, or any temporal possessions
whatever. "In operibus sit abundantia mea;
divitiis per me licet, abundet, quisquis voluerit."·
Well said, brave Melancthon!

It is to be hoped, that the main principle which
actuated you, when you first entered upon the
evangelical ministry, was a desire to do good in
the world. If that principle' was then too feeble
in its operation, it is time that it should now act
more vigorously, and that a zeal for doing good
should now "~at up" your time, your thoughts,
your all.

That you may be good men, and be mightily
inspired and assisted Crom heaven to do good,
it is needful that you should be men qf pra'ller.

III Let me abouud ill rood works, and I care Rot who abollllda ia
~khes. .

. ~--------_.... ~



78
This, my 1\r~~ request:.' I suppose to be {\JIIy
~dmitte~. "In pursuance of this intention, it ap,­
pears very necessary that you should occasionally
§et !!part whole days for secret prayer and fasting,
4\Ild thus p~rruQle your studies with extraordinary
devoti?Ds: such exercises may be also properly
,ccpmpanied with the giving of alms, to go up as
a. pi~morial. before the Lord. By these means,
yo.n ~ay obtain, together with the pardon of your
unfruitfulness, (for which, alas! we have such'
fJ;'6<,1.uent occasion to apply to the great sacrifice,)

, tI: w()nd~rful improvement in piety and sanctity;
lh~ vallt importance of which, to form a useful mi­
~ist~r:, nope <ltl,n describe! " Sanctify them in (or
f~~) thy ~rutb," said our Saviour. They should
\I.e 8afl.ctifl~d, who would become instruments for
~e pro~atiQn of the tr.uth. You may obtain,
~y prl,Lyer~ sucll an. ipfluence from heaven upon
yourJDinds, tlnd s4cb I\P indwelling of the Holy
Sph'it, as will rende~ you grave, discreet~ humble,
lJenerOUlil, .t\nd worthy to be" greatly beloved."
You may obtain those influences from above that
Will dispel tl~e enchantments, and conquer the
t~~ptatiqnli whicb might otherwis.e do much mis­
chief in y-our nejghbourhood. You may obtain
d,irect;.qn Ilnd llSsistance. for the many services re­
~uiii~ to be performed, in the discharge of your
*i.,n.iatry. F~nally, Joumay fetch down unknown
blessmg!! on your flocks, RnP on the people at large,
for who~ you are to be the"Lord's remembrancers.
_.Your PJlbli'1 ~rtl,yers, if suit'tbly composed, will
~ _excel\e~t engines: to, " ~o:~ood~" - The more
j~i<;ious, the -mo~e i Il!fe~tiopq.te,. tb~ wore argu­
me.tlve you are in them, the more you will
1eaellff»lI.pepplitQ ,ray•. -And 1wc»wdask,-how
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~n ,you prosecute,any intention of piety rJnong
,ybuli;people I more effectually, than b'y letting them
..ee 'yoo.prayiDg, weepin~, striving, and in Q.n ixq­
-portnililte agony before thE' Lord, in order to obtain
-the blessing for tbe1D? The more appropriately
'You represent the various cases of your people in
your public prayers, the DlQre devoutly sensib~

you will make them of their own 'cases; and by
this means they will obtain much consolation.
The prayers you offer at BAPTISM, may 'be 80

managed as greatly to awaken in the minds of all
present, a sense of their baptismal obligations.
What eft'usions of the Holy Spirit may your people
experjenoe, if your pi'ayers at the table of the
L\>rd, should be such as Nailianzen describes his
father's to have beeu;-" Made 'by tlle Holy Spirit
of God."

Y OUl' sermons, if they be well studied, as they
ought tQ be, from the cOBsideration of their be­
ing offering~ to God, as well lIS. to .his poopIe,
wiLl" do good" beyond all expression. The man­
ner of your studying them, mJl.Y very much con­
tribute to their tlSefuIIIellS. It is neceJIsary that
you cl1tefully consider the state of your flocks;
and bring them snch truth~as will best SIlit tlleit
present circumstll:nces. In order to this, you will
observe their condition, their faults, their snare...
llndtheir griefs; that you may", speak a word in
season;" and that, if any remarkable providell<1t
00001' among your people, you. naay BlAke,a sllit!­
able. improvement of it. It will ,be lleeful to .eorv
Bider the different ages and eireuIMtances of yo.ur,
people, aDd what lessons of piety may heinc.aIr

. C81ted 011. each; what ~rtation8 should .b# givea
to the eOjJuD.unicantl, to ilws~.who are ~Q.der UU~

•
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bonds of the covenant; what advice should be ad·
dressed to the, aged; what admonhions to the
poor, to the rich, to the worldly, and to those
who are in public situations; what consolations'
should be afforded to the atBicted; and what in­
struction may be necessary, with re,;pect to the
persona.l callings of your hearers. Ab'ove all, the
YOUNG must not be forgotten; you will employ
all possible meaDS to cultivate early piety. Yea
you may do well to make it understood, that you
would willingly' be informed, by any persons or
societies in your flocks, what subjects they may
wish to hear explained. By giving them sermons
on such subjects, you will at least very much
edify those who requested them; and it is pro­
bable, many other persons besides.

In studying your sermons, it might be profit­
able, at the close of every paragraph, to pause,

.;- and endeavour with ejaculations to heaven and
~ self-examination, to feel some imprellsion of the

truths contained in that paragraph on your own
mind, before you proceed any farther. By such
a practice, the hours which you spend in compos- '
iog a sermon, will prove to you so many hours of
devotion: the day in which you have made a
sermon, will even leave upon yuur mind such a
Bavour as a day of prayer commonly does. When
you oome to preach, the sermon, you will do
it with great liberty and as~urance; and the truths
thus prepared will be likely to come with more
senlible warmth and life upon the auditory;­
from the heart and to the heart! A famous
preacher used to say," I never dare to preach a

.' sermon to others, till I have first got some good .
by it myself." And I will add, that such a me:'

'. •
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ibod is most likely to re,ndci- 1.tf~eiul to others.
Let the' saying of the' anCients be remembered i
e, Qui lud;t in cathedra, lugebit in gehenna i".
and the modern saying; 4"(;0Id preachers make
bold Binners."

How mucbgood may be done, sirs, by your
(VISITS! It would be welP for you to impose it as
a law upon yourselves ;';0 Never to make an un­
profitable visit." Even w'h€m you pay a visit
merely for the sake of civility or entertainment, it .
would be easy for you to observe this law; " That
you will drop some sentence or otber, which may
be good for the use of edifying, before you leave
the company." There have been pastors who have
been able to say, that they searce ever went into
a house among their people, without some essay or
purpose'to do good in the house before they left it.

The same rule might properly be observed with
such as come to us, as weil as with those whom
we visit. Why should' any of our people ever
come near us, withont our col'ltriving to speak
something to them tbat may be for their advan­
tage'? Peter Martyr baving spent many days in
Bucer's house, pnblished this ,.eport of his visit:
.. Ausim atlirmare, me ab iliius mensa Ilempel
discessisse doctiorem !"t I make no doubt tbat the
observation of this rule, may be very consistent
with an affable, and, as far as is suitable, a face..
tious conversation. But let' it , be remembered,'
that, " Qum sunt in ore populi nugm, sunt ia
ore sacerdotis btasptaemim!':

• He tbat trifles in the pulpit shall weep in hell.
t I can truly affirm, that 1 'uever I1!ft his table, without IOllle ad·

4ition to Illy kaowledge.
t What are but jests in the mouth of the people, are blasphemies c.

ia.&~ JDOllth .f tile prieat. .,
E5
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nu~, ~l'S, in your visits you will take (I. p(l.rtf-­

cul~~ notice 6f the widow, the orphan, and tbe
·afIli~t&d,.aJldaff~:rd. .tlmmaU pollSible r.el~f. The
,bi]Js, pu~ up in y,qqr .congregation will, in some
measure, assist yon to find out whO' ~~d YQ.ur

.;vL<iiis., ,
. :WJ;ien. ,apy il€culillJ' calamity hath befallen an,

.()ne,.i~ isa suitable time to visit such a person, to
dir.ec~an4 Rersuad(il hiJll to bear the voice of God
in tbe c~lalJlity, and to comply with the intent
and errand upon which it comes. Another very

/ proper ti~ .for a visit is, when any special deli­
v.erliW~.has been rec,:eived. Those who have been
thus fa.vQur~d should be admonished to contrive
"oQle remarkable mar,mar in which 'they may ex­
press their thankfulness f~r the deliverance: nor
shouJd you leave them, until such a determinatwn
.~ made. The handmaids of the Lord, who are
near the hour of difficulty and danger, may on this
ACCount be very proper· objects for your visits. At
such a time they are in much distress; the ap­
.pro.aching hour of trouble threatens to be their
~ying hOJlr. The counsels that shall exactly in­
r;truQt them how to prepare for a dying hour, will
DOW, if ever, be attentively heard: and there are
precious promises of God, upon which they should
Jtlso now ,be taught to llve. To bring them these
promises will ee the· WOlk of a " good engel,"
and will cause you to be welcomed by them 88

6Mb..
CATECHISING is a noble e.a:e;rcille; it will in;

sensibly bring you into a way 10 " do good," that
SUrpaSiEll! ~Jl ~;xpresliioD. Your sermons will be
very much lost upon an uncatechised people;
Nor will your' people mind so much what 1Qa

....'l.~._,__","--... _ ~.-..~... __~
j
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addresS" to them fJ'ODl the pulpit, l\"8 wiat y')'It speak.
to them in fihe more 'ocmdescending and familiar
way of applying the anSWlirs of the .oatechism.
Never did any minister repent of bill la.bou.. ill
~atechising; thousands have blessed God fur the
wonderful success wltich has attendE'd it. The
most honourable man of God should consider it
nd'l1basement Of aba.tement of his hoB.our~ to stoop
to this way of teaching. Yea, soine eminent pas­
tors in their old age,' when other laboors have
been too hard for them, have, like the famous old.
Gerson, wholly given themselves up to catechis­
ing; though there have been others, Of .whom
that rennwued chanceller of Paris, in his treatise.
" De pueris ad Christum trahendis,"· makes a
sad complaint; " Adeo jam indignum videtur
apud multos, si quis ex theologis, aut famatus in
literis, vel ecclesii1stica dignitate prmditus. ad hoo
opus se inclinaverit."t .

Those pastors who so love a glorious Christ· as
to regard his word," Feed my Iambs," will vary
their methods of carrying on this exercise, accord­
ing to particular circumstances. Some havechoseu.
the way of pastoral visits; and from the memorials
ofone who long since did so, and afterwatds 'left
his advice to his son upon this subject, I will tran­
scribe the following passages:

DIBJWTIQlIiS 'OR RAS'l'OBA,L vISI1'S.

You may resolve to visit all the families belong~

ing to your congregation; taking one afternoon

• Ofbringing children to Christ. . '.
t In the opinion of many, it would be degrading for o\Jr divinetl,

or literary charactcl"ll; or dignitaries iD the church, to apply them-
lelvel to tbi. kind of work. .; . . .;. ,
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in a week for that purpose: and it may be proper
to'give previous notice to each family, that yoa \
intend, at such a time, to visit them. On visiting
a family, you may endeavour, with addresses as
foroible and respectful as possible, to treat with

-'every. person particularly about their everlasting
interests.

First, you may discourse with the elder people
upon such points as you think most proper with
them. Especially charge them to maintain family­
prayer; and obtain their promise of establishing it,
if it has been hitherto neglected; yea, pray with
them, that you may shew them how to pray, as

.well as obtain their purposes for it. You may like­
wise press upon them the cl.\.re of instructing their
children ·and servants in the poly religion of oar
Saviour, t.o bring them up for him.

lfany with whom you should have spoken, are
absent, you may frequently leave one or two so­
lemn texts of the sacred Scripture, which you may
think most suitable for them; desiring some one

....... present affectionately to remember you to them,
and from you to recommend to them that oracle of
God.

Yoa may then call for the children and s~r­

vants; and putting to them such questions of the
catechism as you t\1ink fit; you may, from the
answers, make lively applications to them, for en­
gaging them to the fear of God.' You may fre­
quently obtain from them promises relating to
secret prayer, reading of the scriptures, and obe­
(Iience to their parents and masters. Yow. may
also frequently set before them the proposals of the
New Covenant, after you have laboured for their
conviction and a~akening; till with 1l00ds of

j
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teats, they expressly declare their consent to it,

. and their acceptance of it.
Some of the younger people you may order to

bring· their bibles, and read to you from thence
two or three verses, to which. you may direct
them: this will try, whether or not they can read
well. You may then encourage tbem to think on
sucb things as you remark from tbe passage, and
never to forget those" faithful sayings" of God.
You may sometimes leave witb them some serious
question, which you may tell tbem tbey shall not
answer to you but to themselves: sucb as the
following: "Wbat have I been doing ever since
I came into the world, about the great errand upon
which God sent me into the world '/" ., If God
should now call me out of the world, what would
become of me throughout eternal ages '/" " Have I
ever yet hy faith carried a perishing soul to my only
Saviour, both for righteousness and salvation,"

You will enjoy a most wonderful presence of
God with you, in this undertaking; and· will sel­
dom leave a family without having observ~d many­
tears of devotion shed by all sorts of persons in it.
As you can seldom visit more than four or five
families in an afternoon, the work may be as labo­
rious as any part of your ministr,..

My son, I advise you to set a special value on
that part of your ministry, which is to be dis­
cbarged in pastoral visits. You will not only do
~ood, but also get good, by your conversation
with all sorts of persoDs, in thus visiting them
" from bouse to house," And you will never
more" walk in the Spirit," tban when you -thus
walk among your dock, to do what good you can
amongst them.

G008::.:'--=..C...JiIJ.......
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In your visits iln incredible deal ofgood may be

done, by distributing little books of piety. You
may, without much expenee, be furnished with
such books to suit all persons and circumstances:
books for the old and for the young-for persons
under afflictions or deJiertions----for persons who ar~

under the power of particular vices-for those who
neglect domestic religion-for sea-faring persons-­
for the erroneous-for those whom you would
quick.en and prepare to approach the table af the
Lord-for those who are about to have their chil­
dren baptised; and catechisms for the ignorant.
You may remarkably enforce your admonitions, by
leaving suitable books in the hands of those. with
whom you have conversed; you may gi\C.e them to
understand, that you would ,be still considered as
conversing with them by these books, after yotc
have left them. And in this way youm~y speak
more than you have time to do in any personal
interview; yea sometimes, more than you would
wish to do. By good books a salt of piety is scat­
tered about a neighbourhood.i'

Pastors, uphold and cherish good SCHOOLS in your
towns! And be prevailedllpon occasionally to visit
the schools. That holy man, Mr. Thomas White,
expressed a desire, " That able and zealous mi­
nisters WQuld sometimes preach at the schools;
because prel}ching is the converting ordinance;
and the children will be obliged to heRr with more ,
attention in the school than in the public congre-

'" A few years ago a society was establisbed in London, entitled
" The Religious Tract Society," by "hom a great number and
variety of tracts bave be~n pllblised, and at a very cheap rate. Thetl'e
productions are very happily aclapted to the pious purpose proposed
by our Author. The Society's Depository i. at No. 60, Paternoster
Row. '

~TT-
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gation; a,nd tpeminist~rs Wight here .condescend
to such ~xp,ressions ail might 'York. mQst upon
them~ and yet not be Sl;) fit for.a. pupHc c(mgrega­
t~on." I ba.ve read th,e following apcount of one,
who. was q.'{Vak.~ned by thilil advice·to act accord..
ingly: "At certain ti·mes he success~J,'ely visited
the school.. ,When he went to a s~bool.he first
.offeted a prayer for the children, as much adapted
to their condition, as he could make it. Then he
went through the catechism, or as much of it as he
thought necessary;, makiug the several children
repeat the several answers: but he divided the
questions, that every article in the answers might
be understood by them; expecting them tt) answer,
Yes, or QO, to each of these divisions. He also
put to them such questions, as wpuld ma~e them
see and own their duti~s, and often express a resolu­
tion to perform them. Then he pre~ch~d a short set:­
mon to them, exceedingly plain, on some suitable
Scripture, with all possible ingenuity and earnest­
ness, in order to excite their attentive regard.
After this, he singled out a number of scholars.

'perhaps eight or ten, and bid each of them turn to '
a certain Scripture, which he made them read to
the whole 8chool ; giving them to see, by his brief
remarks upon it, that it contained something
which it particularly concerned children to take
notice of. Then he concluded with a short prayer,
for a blessing on the school and on the tutors."

While we are upon the subject of visiting, I
would.observe that you will not fail to visit the
pDor as well as the rich; and often mention 'the
condition of the poor, in your conversation with I

the rich. Keep, sir. a list of them. Recollect
that ,aUhough the wind does ~o! feed any oue, yei- '- ~. ..... . .... '- -.. ...-.... ... ........ ~. ... .....,... . . --. -..... "......... '~.....~. ~

" ...
................~~'!"~~....
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tlJat it turns the mill which grinds the COrn,' the
food of the poor. When convefl~ing with the rich,
you may do this for the poor who are on your-list.

In visiting the poor, you will take occasion to
dispense your alms among them. These alms,
you will, with as much contrivance as possible,
use as vehicles for conveying to them the admoni-

./ ·tions of piety; yea, means and instruments of ob­
taining from them, some engagements to perform
certain exercises of piety. All miuisters are 110t
alike furnished for alms, hut all should be disposed
for them. They that have small families, or large
interests, ought to be shining examples of libera­
lity to the poor, and pour down their alms upon
them, like the showers of heaven. All should en­
deavour to do what they cau in this way. What
says Nazianzen of his reverend father's alms-deeds?
'rhey will find that the more they do (provided it
be done with discretion) the more they are able to
do; the loaves will multiply in the distribution.
Sirs, this bounty of yours to the poor will prt>cure
a wonderful esteem and success to your ministry.

?L "Suadet lingua, jubet vita." It will be an irrefragra­
ble demonstration that you believe what you speak
concerning all the duties of christianity, but parti­
cularly those of lIberality, a faithful discharge of
our stewardship, and a mind weaned from the love
of this world: it will demonstrate your belief of a
future state; it will vindicate you from the imputa­
tion of a worldly man: it will embolden and fortify
you, .when you call upon others to do good, aBd
to abound in those sacrifices with which God is
well-pleased. Et sic exempla parantul'!

You will do well to keep a watchful eye on the
di80rders which may. arise and increASe in your

;JC.~~7~-~ .. ,,, ~/~0/
,/ ....... pm ~
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"I'leighbourhood. Among other ways of suppressing
these things,' you may form societies for this pur­
pose: obtain a fit number of prudent, pious, well­
disposed men, to associate with this intention, and
employ their discretion and activity, for your as­
,sistance in these holy purposes.

One of the rules given for the minister is, "Give
thyself to reading." Sirs, let Gregory's Pastoral,
and Bowles' Pastor Evangelicus, form part of your
reading; Also if you read Church History much,
particularly the Prudentia Veteris Ecclesire, written
by Vedelius, together with the lives of both an­
cient and modern divines, you will frequently find
" methods to do good," exemplified. You will
then consider how far you may " go and d'o
likewise."

How serviceable may ministers be, to one ano­
ther, and to all the c~urches, in their several asso­
ciations. Indeed, it is a pity that there should
ever be the least occasional " meeting of minis­
ters," without some useful thing proposed in it.

Nero took,it very ill, that Vespasian slepht his
music: it is very much to be wished that the s'i11
of sleeping at sermons were more guarded against
and-reproved in your sleepy hearers;' if indeed it ....
is proper to call those hearer8 who miserably lose
the good of your ministry, and perhaps, the good
which you might have particularly -designed for
them. Will no vinegar help against the narcotics
that Satan has given to your poor Eutychuses? or
cannot you bring that civility into fashion among
your hearers, to wake one another?

Finally, After all the generous essays and labours
to do good that may fill your lives, your people
will probably treat you with iD~ratitude.Your
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salaries will be meaner th~n' those at Genev~

They wiB negl~ct you; .they will oppress you;
they will withhold from you what they have' en-

.'-- gaged, and you have expected.. You have now
one more opportunity to qo good, aBd so to glorify
yo~r Saviour. Your patience. 0 ye tried servants·
of God, your patience will do it wonderfully! To
" bear evil," is to " do good." The mOFe patient
you are under ill usage, the more you exhibit a
glorious Christ to your people, in your conformity
to yQuradorable Saviour. The more conformed
-you are to Him, the more prepared you are, per­
haps, for some'amendment in your condition in this
world-most certainly for the rewards of the hea­
venly world, when you shall appear before the
Lord, who says, "I know thy works and cha­
rity, and service, and faith, and thy patience."

It was said of Ignatius, " that he carried Christ
about with him, in his heart :" and this I will say,
jf to represent a g-lorious Christ to the view, the love
and the admiration of all people, be the grand in­
tention of your life; if you are desirous to be a
IItar to lead men to Christ; if you are exquisitely
studious, that the holiness and yet the gentleness
of a glorious Christ may shine in your conversa­
tion; if in your public discourses you do with rap­
ture bring in the mention of a glorious Christ in
every paragraph, and on every occasion where he
IS to be spoken of, and if in your private conver­
sation you contrive to insinuate something of his
glories Mid praises, whetever it may be decently
introduced; finally, if when you find that a glo­
rious Christ is the more considered and acknow­
ledged by YOllr means, it fills you with" joy un­
speakable and full of glory," and you exclainl,

.-:r.~~ -_-----~
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,c. LQrd, this is, ,my desired happiness!" truly,
yout~en live to goo,d purpose-you" do good"
'~mphati~ally! ,

There was a worthy minister, whom the great
Cranmer designed 'for preferment, and he gave this
reasoD of his design-" Nibil appetit, nihil ardet,
:nihil SOLQniat, nisi J eijum Christum"·-" He seeks
IJothiQg, h~ lo~gs for nothing, he dreams about no­
thing, but Jesus Christ." Verily, such" men of
Cbrist" are" men of God ;" they are the favourites
of heaven l ancL;hall be favoured with opportunities
to do.good above any men in the world; they are
the men whom the king of heaven will delight to
honour, and they are the Gaons ~f christianity.

If I reserve one thing to be m~ntioned after
finally, it is because I doubt whether it ought to
be mentioned at all. In some Reformed Churches
they do not permit a minister of the Gospel to
practice as a physician, because either of these
callings is generally sufficient to employ him who
faithfully follows it: but, the priests of old, who
preserved in the archivesoft~eirtemples therecords
of the cures which hllod bet'll th&nkfully acknow­
ledged there, cOB;lmunicate<,l from thence direc­
~ions for cures in siwilarcases. among their neigh­
bours. Nor has it been uncommon in later ages for
clergymen to be physicians. Not,only such monks
as Aegidius Atbeniensis and Constantius Afer,
but ,bishops tl,S ,Bochelt and Albicus, have appeared.
~n that character. Thus Mr. Herbert advises that
~s '.' CQuntry miIlis~r" (or at least. his wife)
should be Ii, kind Qf physiciall to thefloe~ ; and we
have known many a country minister prove a great
blessing to his flock by being such. If a ~ster
attempt tlli., let him always make it a, means of
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doing spiritual good to his people. It is an ange­
lical conjunction, 'when the ministers of Christ,
who do his pleasure, become also physicians and
Raphaels to their people. In a more populous
town, however, you will probably chus~ rather to
procure some religious and accomplished physi':'
cian to settIe in your neighbourhood, and make
medical studies only your recreation; yet with a
design to communicate to your Luke whatever you
meet with worth his notice, and at times unite
your counsels with him for the good of his pa­
tients. Thus you may save the lives of many per­
sons; who themselves may know nothing of your
care for them.

FROM the tribe of Levi, let us proceed with our
proposals to the tribe of Simeon; from which
there has been a frequent ascent to the former.
The. SCHOOLMASTER has many opportunities of
doing good. God make him sensible of his obliga­
tions! We read, that" the little ones have their
angels." It ill hard work to keep a school; hut
it is God's work, and it may be so managed as to
be like the work of angels: the tutors of the chil­
dren may be like their" tutelar angels." Mel­
chior Adams properly styled it" Molestissimam,
sed Deo longe gratissimam functionem."-" An
office most laborious, yet to God most pleas­
ing."

Tutors! will you not regard the children under
your-wing, as committed to you by tbe glpriOui
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Lord with such..a charge as this?-" Take them,
and bring them up for me, and I will pay you your
wages." Whenever a new scholar comes under
your care, you may say_CO Here, my Lord sends
me another object, for whom I may do some­
thing, that he may be useful in the world." Suf­
fer little children to come unto you, and consider
what you may do, instrumentally, that of such
may be the kingdom of heaven.

Sirs, let it be your ~rand design-to instil into
their minds the documents of piety. Consider it all
their chief interest, and, yours also, that ,they may ­
so know the Holy Scriptures as to become wise to
salvation. Embrace every opportunity of dropping
some honey from the rock upon them. ' Happy the
children, and as happy the master, where they
who relate the history of their conversion may say, ,
"Tbere was a schoolmaster who brought us to
Christ.", You have been told-" Certainly, it} is
a nobler work to make the little ones know their
Saviour, than know their letters. The lpssons of
Jesus are nobler things than the lessons of Cato.
The sanctifying transformation oftheir souls would
be infinitely preferable to any thing in Ovid's Me­
tamorphoses.

CATECHlSING should be a frequent, at least a
1/)eekly exercise in the school; and it should be
conducted in the most edifying, applicato'ry, and
admonitory manner. In some places the magis­
trate permits no per!§on to keep a school, unless
he produces a testimonial of his ability and dis­
position to perform the work of Religious Cale..
chiIJing.:ll<

• Aptitudinia ad munu' illud imprimis pueroMlm catechiaationem.



,

,94
Dr. Reynolds, in a funeral sermon for an emi­

nent schoolmaster, has the following passage, wor­
thy to be written in letters of gold: " If grammar­
scbools have holy and learned men set over them,
not only the brains, but also the souls of the chil­
dren might there be enriched, and the work both
of learning and of grace be early commenced in
them." In order to'tbis, let it be proposed, that
you not only pray with your scholars daily, but
also take occasion, from the public sermons, and
from remarkable occurrences in your neighbour­
hood, frequently to inculcate the lessons of piety
on the children.

Tutors in the colleges may do well to converse
with each of their pupils alone, with all possible
solemnity and ... tfection, concerning their internal
state, concermng repentance for-mn, and faitb in
Jesus Christ, and to bring them to exptr 'lll reso­
lutions of serious piety. You may do a t~ ilusa.nd
things to render your pupils orthodox in senti·
ment, regular in practice, llnd qualified' for public
service.

I have read of a Tutor, who made it his con­
stant practice in every recitation, to take occasion,
from something or other thl;l.t occurred, to drop at
least one sentence tbat had 8. tendency to promote
the fear of God in their hearts. This method
sometimes cost him a good deal of study, but the
good effect sufficiently recompencedhim for it.

I should be glad to see certain authors received
into the grammar schools as classical, whicn are
not generally admitted there, such al Castalio in
the Latin tongue, llnd P08selius in the Greek; and
Leould wisb, with some modern writers, that" a
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north-west passage" for the attainment of Latin
might be discovered; that instead of a journey
which might be dispatched in a few days, they
might not be obliged to wander, like the children
of Israel, many years in the wilderness. I mighi
recite the complaint of Austin," that little boys are
taught in the schools theJilthy actiO'Ils of the Pagan
gods, for reciting which," said he," I was called a
boy of promise ;." or the complaint of Luther,
" that oUr schools are Pagan rather than Christi.an.'~

I migh t mention' what a late author says,". I knew
an aged and eminent schoolmaster, who after
keeping a school about fifty years, SAid with Rsad
countenance, that it was a great trouble to him that
he had spent so much time in reading Pagan au.
thors to his scholars; and wished it were customary
eo read such a book as Duport's verses on Job
rather than Homer, &c.; I pray God, to put "it
into the hearts of a wise parliament to, purge our­
schools; that instead of learning vain fictions, and
filthy stories, they may be~mme acquainted with.
the word of God, and with books containing grave
sayings, and things which may make them truly
wise· and usefol in the world."~But I presume
little notice will be taken of such wishes·s,. tbese~

It is with despair that I mention them.
Among the occallions for promotin§ religion in

the scholars, one in the Writing Schoo~ deservell
peculiar notice. I have read of an atrocious sinDel:
who was converted to God, by accidentally reading
the following sentence. of Austin written in a win­
dow: " He who has promised Pardon to the peni,
tent sinner, has not promised Repentance to the

" Ab hoc b~nre spei pller appellabar.
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presumptuous one." 'Who can tell what good may
be done to the young scholar by a sentence in his
copy-book? Let their copies be composed of sen­
tences worthy to be had in everlasting remembrance
-of sentences which shall contain the brightest,
maxims of wisdom, worthy to be written on the
fteshly tables of their hearts, to be graven with the
point of a diamond there. God has blessed such
sentences to many scholars; they have been useful
to them all their days.

In the Grammar School also, the scholars may
be directed, for their exercises, to turn into Latin
such passages as may be useful for their instruction
in the principles of Christianity. and furnish them
with supplies from "the tower of David." Their
letters also may be on 8ubjectswhich may be friendly
to the interests of virtue.

'I will add, it is very desirable to manage the Di8~

cipline of the school by means of rewards, rather
than of punishments. Many methods of re­
warding the diligent and deserviqg, may be in­
vented; and a boy of an ingenious temper, by the
expectatton ofreward, (ad palm12cursurus honores)
will do his best. You esteem Quintilian. Hear
him: " Cavendum a plagis, se potius laude, all
aliorum pr12latione, urgendus est puer."· If a
fault must be punished, let instruction, both to ,the
delinquent and to the spectator, accompany the
correction. Let the odious name ()f the sin which
enforced the correction be declared; and let no­
thing be done in anger, but with every mark of
tenderness and concern .

• Use stripes spariugly, rather, let the youth bp. stimulated by
prai8e, and by the diltinctionl conferred on his clu8mates. '
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Ajax Flagellifer may be read in the school; he is'
not fit to be the master 0 r it. Let it not be said or
the boys, they were brought up in " the school ot
Tyrannus." Pliny says, that bearsare the better fol"'
beating; more fit to have the management of bears

r

than of ingenuous boys, are those masters Who,
cannot give a bit oflearning without giving a blow
with it. .Send them to the tutors of tl1e famous
Lilhuanian school at Samourgan. . The harsh, Or- .
bilian way of treating children, t~o commonly used
in the schools, is a dreadful curse of God on our'
miserable offspring, who are born "children of
wrath." It is boasted sometimes oCa schoolmaster,'
that such a brave man had his educatioJ;l under'
him; but it is never said, how many who might
have been brave men, have been ruined by him,
hOVlr many brave wits have been dispirited, con­
founned, murdered by hii barbarous way of ma-'

. naging them.

We have already proposed to the PASTORS of
Churches various ways of doing good; we shall;
now lay before the CHUR~HE! themselves some
proposals of objects, in which they may do well to
join their pastors. .

DAYB OF PRAYER, occa!fonaily observed, for
the express purpose of obtaining the sanctifying
inftuences of the Spirit of God· on the rising gene­
ration, have had a marvellous efficacy in producing,
a religious posterity in the land', and " a seed !'C­

cou~ted to the Lord for a generation." Such
tn acknowledgment of the necesllity and excel-

F

~--~--~
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l~nC?l ~f s,"eerWtotur~1 gr~~ would l!e II- very pro­
lIQ,ble .pref~f",ti~e ~~d intFOdu~t~on to the commu­
~~plLtio,~ of \t. A~d wh~ the cbH~ren see their
p'~rent$ ~aufl ell,J1les,tly ¥~~ki~ th~ gr.ace of God for
them. ~~ would hllve a AAt~ral tendency to aw,allen
~heW to, a.n ear~~Jj~ see~ing o~ it for thems,elves.
Tb~ sermoJ,l~ \ll~p, p~eached by the ~iuisters on
sq~h ~oleIIlIl oc~,~ons, \Vol,lld, probably, be ~err

B:\'Ve,k~~t{ pnes. Thllrt thi~ Pf<?posal ha,s~ so
little ~ttended to, is 4l.me~table and, reQ1llrhble;
b,ut-:-" They Ilrllllluw.pered and slept."

T~e~e is a~other Proposal which hall been ten­
dere,d to all our chur~hes"and regarded by some of
t4~: ,

'flla;t ~~e 8eve~al ~~fches, ho,ving in a~ insttu­
Jl1~~t proper for tb~ 1furpo~e, mo,de a catalogue of
s~~.i?- tl~iqfi!l as ~ave \n~iiiPl,ltably beeD. found Iln,lisa
~m(),Ili thelp, dp with all se~~ousness and I,O~

lemnity pass their votes, That they aCCQuntllucb
things to be very offensive evils, and that renounc­
ing all dependance on their own strength, to avoid

• such evils, they humbly implore the hf'lp of divine
- grace to assist them in watching against the said

evils both in themselves and in one aBotller: And
lllat the communicants resolve, frequently to re­
flect upon these their acknowledgments and protes­
tations, as pt'rpetual monitors to tltem, to prevent
the miscarriages by which too many professoFll an
so easily overtaken. '

It has been considered, that sucb humble recog­
nitions of duty will not only be accepted ~y OUIl

God. as declarations for him, upon which he will
declare for us; but also, that they are the way oli
the new covenant, for obtaining ltossistance to per­
form our duty.

-, 7 q 'I Z • .-9"n $
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A particular church may be an illustrious pillar

of the truth, by considering what im.portllJlt trutha
may call for special, signal, open testiDlolliea i.
e,nd they mal excite their pastors ~o the eORlpos-,
in~ .of 8uch testimQDies, and' likewise aSlin theDl
in the publication of them. It is probable that
God WQl,l1d ~cQQlpaIl1 such testimonies with ..
marvellollS efficacy to suppress growin, errora GIld.
evils. A proposal of this na\UJ;e may be worthr of
some eonsideratioa.

I. It were de$irahle tb.t every part.ic:ulU"
CG.W'ab sho¥ld be furnillhed with a atock. that DlLJ'
be a CQDstant and ready futtd fw the propa.gatioR'
oi. religio~; and that every minister would UllB hit.
best eadeaTours, hoth by his. o.WJl coatributiou.
a.ceording to his ability. and by, lI.p.plying. to. 11''111-.
disposed person. \Ulder his inilueDce. to illcceaQ,
the stock; either in the W1l.1 of public eoll.ectioo.s.
~ at eert.ll.UJ. petiods. or ill tha.t of lIlOl!e privldEf,
a;oA QC,Cl.l.Sioual CQlUJUuw.cll.tioas.

2. This. e,uAgelical treasury ma.y be lodgeo. in.
the hands of the deacon.s. of the. respective clw.rCM.
in which it is collected; who are to keep exa.ct ac­
counts of the receipts and disbursements; a.nd let
nothing be drawn from it, without the knowledge
and consent of the church to which it belongs.

S. The first and main intention of tb.is evan­
gelical treasury is to be, the propagation of reli­
gion: and therefore, when any attempts of useful­
ness are to be made on unevangelised places, the
neighbouring ministers may consult each of the
churches, what proportion they may lI.liow' out oC
theit' evangelical treasury, towards the support oC
.0 nob~~D undertakin,.

F 2
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4. This evangelical treasury may be applied to

other pious uses, and especially to such as any
particular church may think tit, for the service of
religion in their own vicinity. Such as .,the send­
ing of bibles and catechisms to be dispersed among
the poor, where it may be thought necessary.
Likewise,giving assistance tonew congregations, in
their first attempts to build meeting-houses for the
public worship of God with scriptural purity.
Q.uery~Our churches have their sacramental

eollections, and it is not fit indeed that they should
be without them. The primitive Christians did
the same: Justin Martyr informs us of the" col-­
lections," and Tertullian of the" gifts of piety"
which were made on such occasions. But would
not our churches do well to augment their libera­
lity in their g"ateful and joyful collections at the
table of the I,md, and to resolve that what is now
collected shall be part oftheir evangelical treasury;
not only for the supply of the table and the relief'
of the poor, but also for such other services to the
kingdom of God as they may, from time to time,
find occasion to countenance?

From ecclesiastical circumstances, which, in
such a subject as the present, may with the
utmost propriety claim the precedency, we will
make a transition to POLITICAL. NOW-" Touch
the mountains, and they will smoke!" 0 when
shall wisdo~ visit princes and DobIes, and all the
judges of the earth, and inspire them to preserve,
the due lustre of their character, by a desire to do.
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good on the earth, and a study to glorify the' God
.of heaven! 'the opportunities to do good, which
I'rulers possess, are so evident, so numerous.
:nDd so extensive, that the person who addresses
them, cannot but be overwhelmed with some con..

"fusion of thought, scarcely knowing where to be­
~'gin, when to conclude, or how to assign a fit
.order to his addresses. Indeed, the very detini- ~

tion of government is, "A care for the safety of
otbers." Sirs, from whom have you received thUi _.
power? " You could have no power at all, except
it were given you from above." Certainly what

'is thus received from God, should be employed ­
for God. "Be wise now therefore, 0 ye kings;
be instructed, ye judges of the earth: serve the

,Lord with fear," lest you forget and offend him who
I has made you what you are. Kiss the feet of the
Son of God, lest he be displeased at the neglect'
of your duty. Do not kindle the wrath of him
who is" the 'bles8~d and only PoteJltate, the .
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords." What is the
name of a magistrate? The name which he that
made him has given him is, " the minister of
God for good." His empty Jlame will produce 'a
8t\d crime; if he do not set himself to "do good,"
as far as ever he can extend his influence. Is he a
vicegerent for God, and shall he do nothing for
God? Gross' absurdity! black ingratitude! Is he
one of those whOm the word of God has called
gods? Gods who do no good, are not worthy' of
that honourable appellation, but another name
too horrible to be mentioned, belongs to them:
tlOCR rulers we may call gods" that have mouths
but tIrey spuk not; eyes but they see not; noses
taut they. smell not; and hands but they handle,
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not!" Government is called," The ordinance of
God;" and as the administration of it is to avoid
those illegalities which would render it no other
than a violation of the ordinance; so it should
vigorously pursue that noble and blessed end for
which it is designed-the good of mankind. Un­
worthy of all their other flourishing titles, are
those rulers who are not chiefly ambitious to be en­
titled benefactors. The greatest monarch in chris­
tendom, one who by computation has fourscore
millions of subjects, and whom the Scripture
styles, II The head over many countries," is in the
sacred prophecies called" A vile person :" and
Bach indeed is the character or every"magistt:ate
who does not aim to do good in the world. Rulers
who make no other use or their superior station
than to swagger over their neighbours, oommand
their obsequious flatteries, enrich themselves with
their spoils, and then wallow in sensual and brutal
pleasures, are the basest of men. From a sense oC
·this the Venetians, though they allow concubiDes,
yet never employ a tradesman whom they obllerve
to be excessively addicted to sensual gratifications;
esteeming sucha character a mere cipher. Because
a wretched world will continue averse to the kiDf­
dam of the glorious and only Saviour, and 1&1 of
our Immanuel, " We will not have this man to
r:eign over us r it is therefore very much put into
the hands of such selfish, sensual, and wicked
I'ulera. While the deserved curse of God remains
upon an impious and infatuated world, but few
rulers will be found who will seriously and strenu­
oualy devise its ~ood, and seek to be blessings to
it. Many, alas! there are, whose lives are not
wQrthy of a prayer. nor their deaUal of a tear.-.

- _.-Il...O:. __ •. --.,.
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Ath&nasiiis has well an8wered tile question; Wll.t!ttbe
it is that such wortbleils and wicked men ~et into
authority: .. It is," says he, " because the peopl~ _
are wit!ked, and must be punished with ltlei1 aMr
their oWn hearts." 'thus. when a Phoeas wal
made t!mperot, a religious man complaining to
heaven, " Why bast thou made thill man em.
~eror?" was &tiswered, " I eould not lad ..
• orsa." Evil rulerll ate well reckonEld by 'hI
historian, among the eft'ectll h of divin~ nnlo.
geance;" they may go into the cat&lbgu~ witli
the sword. the pelltilence, and fire. One ill...
may be worlle than all three-. Such briug up the
rear ill tile tRin of the "pale horse",-" the ~tk
oftbe earth."

" 0 our God, our God. when will thy eompa.
lioliS te a millefable world appear in beltowing ail.,a
it good rulers, able meo, DieD of truth t fearirl~

God, and hating co.etousnelllJ! 0 that the time
'Were come. when there sblill be a rtilei' ever mea,
ttle Just One. thy Jesus, rulibg in tlu! f~lu tlf
God; III IlbaU be as the light l)f the IiWttlitt,.
,",bell tbe sun riseth: under him the mountainll \.
.hlll bring peace to the people, &JI,d the little bUl.
by righteousness. Huten it in thy good tiQ:l.~, 0
Lord! How long, 0 Lord, holy .nd t,ae, dolt
thou Dot judge, and make tqe Ir.jngdoJlll of thii
world 'by 0"0, and remove them that C4Jrrupt
the -arth, and in a great ohaitl bhld up hiItt
who prehlnds that the kingdom. of tb~ world are
bill, and those wbo are the tul~raof the da.rkness ~f

this world!"
All you that Ibve God, add yout Anum1 to bal&tetJ.

the comin~of this day of God.
In tb'Pl~"n tjme it. HlJQP. ~ e.pr@ss~ bcnr
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muclr«Qod:may b~ dODe by the chief m~i.tta.te

,oca. couotry who wHlmlt.ke the" doing of good"
·hIS chief inteo~ion: witneY a Cou8~tine, a The~
dosiu8, or a .Gr~ian. The first of thes~, notwith­
Btanding .tbevlWt:cares of the empire to engage
.lIis time. :yet.w.oUthl:~very day, at s~ted hours, re"
tire to his closet,' awd: on his knees oifer' up .his
,raye"s to the God of Glory. And that/he.might
~ecolUDlend this duty to the world, this admirable
emperor .caused .his i~e Oll all his. gold coiDI,
and his pictures and Iltatues, to be made in It.

praying posture, with his hand~ extended, and hia
eyes lif.tedup to h.eaven.' 0 imperial· piety! to
behold such It prirwe tqus publicly espoulling, the
cause of religion, one would think were enough ·to
-09nvert a WQrld! , It .wQuld be so, if it ;were not
{or the dreadfutenergies OrODe, who is become by
thewr~th of God, " The prince of this w:orld!"
.The virtllol,lsexample of such a monarap as ,we
.have just p~cribed, is a1ln08t enough to reform
,whQle nations; it carries with it irresi8tible cbrms,
Dy which the whole world is attracted and WOD
.upon.' A prince exemplary for piety. like ~

/S1,l,D shining in his meridian strength, sheds the
n.ys 'of heaven with a, most ~netrating. force
upon. the people, " rejoicing under his win~s."

Such au instance is now uncommon; but it
will not be so in the approaching age, when the
" Kings of the earth shall bring their glory aDd ho­
Dour" into the,holy city. A little piety in prince8
makes a glaring show; the eyes of their subjects
are da~zled, and their minds ravished with it.
What then would be done by a degree of piety in
them, that should bear a proportion to the degree
0ftheir dignity, and if ~r piety were as much

i i 4'
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-.-hbve 'bat orother men' -as their station? t. R6Il ori,
'ye ages, to bring about Buch admirable flpectaCles'!

What a. vast inftuence might stich princes hafe
on,the refo'rmation of the world; and consequently
on its felicity, by dispensing preferments and em­
ployments to none but such as were recommended
to them 'by their' virtue! If good men generally

, were put into commissions, ;and none but such
made commanders at sea, or on 'shore, what a
~t change for the better would the world imme- .
diately be blessed with! I will beg leave to say"
that it would be a most comprehensive service to
.. nation to get them "-Dfettered from any test that ./
may render bonest and faithful men incapable of.
sefvingthem., And I will·take the liberty ohay"
ing, that dUptooing a few. OffiC8r8 on account of
theirvieious character, would do far more to im­
prove the state of a depraved and aftlicted nation, v
toban a thousand proclamati-onB 'agaf:1t8t vice,not
followed with such regulations.

Good laws are imponant' engines to prevent
much evil; indeed, they reach IlOne without do~ v
iog sonie good to them: aU; therefore,' who have
any concern in the legislation; shoutd be active in
pTOmoting sucb laws as may prove' of permanent
advantage. The representatives ofa people, will do
well to inquire" What is there still defective in
our la..ws; leaving the iniquities or the necess'ities
of men unprovided against?" and" What fur­
tber laws may be proposed, to advance the reign of
righteousness and holiness?" There have been laws
(and sometimes none of the best,) which have
rendered the names of tbeirantbors immortal: but
thereme01brance of" the man who iirstpropolied
a good la1lJ," is far more honourable than a statue

Fir
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erected tCJ lUI memorYI But. sirs. if your fellow
men forget .uch an action, it will not fail of a
recompence ia God's remembrance. or your own.
You know whOle prayer it was-" Think upon
ine, my God; for good. according to all that I
have done for this people."

Magi.trates may do incredible lood by coun­
tenancing worthy ministers. To settle and sup-

\ port .uch "men of God" in a place. is to be­
eome. I may say, the grandjatluml of all the gootl
which those men do in the place. Their eOD8ulta~

tiOD8 and combinations with able, faithful, sea.
lou mini.ters, may produce better effects tha.
-.oJ astrologer ever foretold of the most happy con·
junction. When Moses and Aaron anite to do

,/ eood, what cannot they effect? Queen Elisabeth
admired the happiness of Suffolk, in her prolre.
through the covDtry, where she observtd a remark·
ably good unders1AndiDg to .ubsist between Tjr~

tuous magistrates and faithful ministers.
Briefly : We will observe a decorum in our pro­

poaala, and, not .uppose iDtLttentioB or incapacity
in the person. to whOD;l we oiler them. It shall
only be propo.d, that, since m&«istrates are U80­

ally men of abilities, they would sometimes retire
to Do serious contemplation on that generou. que.­
tion, " What good may I do in the world 7" and
to observe what they are themsehoes abll' to invet,
(assisted by the implored grace of heaven.) as part
of that good which they are to perform in" serv­
ing their genemtH,m,"

I mistake if old Theogni. • had not a ID8w:im,
whioh ought never to be forgoUeD, " when the ad·

• AD anciftt Greek poet of Mepra iu Aehaia.He .Ollri.....
abont 144'Jean B. C. A lIloral, wOf,k IIf Il~ it C;Ju&w C'Oalaiaillf'

l _lIIIf 1 pTec:ep'lI, &e.

-~.~~-----
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fIIinistrd.tiott of Ilffairs _i~ pla~d ill the hands of
men, prond of command, and devnted ,to their
tjWI1 private emolument, depend upon it the people
_mlloon be~ome a miserable pC!ople!' 1 prapoee
that this maxim be caretully rttn~mb4!red, and thie
Itl.lsehief avoided.

1 add one thing more-tl ' Tbinkest thob thi',
o mit'll that judgest, that thou shalt escape the
jttdgment ot God ?"-Let the judges of the people
remember tbat God will oM day bring thelfl into
judgment.· 0 that tUler~ would realize this to
the!n!l~I\1~!l-thll.t they mUllt give an account to
God of the administration of their government.
Slr8, the great God, before whom the greatest of .
you all is but a worm, 'Will demand of yoo­
" Whether yon were faithful in the discharge of
your office ?-What you did for his kingdom in
your office? Whether you did what you was able
that the world might be the better for you?" If
you would frequently take this subject into yOUl'
consideration, it could not but· atimulatt you to
the p~rformaDCe of many aotions, ..-hleb ,..00.14
be" 10 grief of heart" to you, another day. He
was one of the best rulers in the world, who thu8
upressed Ili_self, " What .hall I do when God
rtseth up; and when he ,ball .ilit, what shall I
..wer him?" Even Abo.beker, tile IUcoellOr 01
MahOMet, ..-~n his people expostulated with him
fot walking on foot, when he reviewed his army,
said," I flbaU find my aNlouDt with God for
thfs~ !ltilps." He has less chri.tie.nity than a 1\111..
laometan, who ill utterly unmindful of the aocount
he !Mst gl~ to God for the mps whicb he take•...

• Judex DUper 1lUI; j&lll jlllUcor. I "u bllt lately ajlldre ; DO"
I am at lh, bat.
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l.IoW' prosperously did the aft'airs of Neo.C8!.

saria proceed, when Basil, whQ resided ther~, could
give this account of the governor-" He was a.
.most exact observer of justice; yet very courteous,
obliging, and easy of access to the oppressed. He
was equally at leisure to receive the rich and the
poor; but all wicked men were afraid of him. He
utterly abhorred the taking of a bribe; and his
design was, in brief, to raise, christianity to its pri­
mitive dignity." A Mahometan captain-general,
whose name was Caled, once sa,id to a christian­
" It does not at all become men in eminent sta­
tions, to deal deceitfully, and descend to tricks."
It is a miserable thing indeed, when christians, ip

. eminent stations, will do "Such things!

TUB PHYSICIAN enjoys many opportunities of
doing good, and so rendering himself "a beloved
physician;" for this purpose we ,shall offer 0111'

advice. '
. Zaccutb, the, Portuguese, who, amoflg many
other wor,ks, composed "A history of the" most
eminent physicians," after he was settled iIi Am­
aterdam,· submitted to circumcision, and thereby
,evinced, that for the .thi.rty prec£diug years of his
life, he had oBly dillsembledchristianity at Lisbon;
yet, because he wal,l very charitabJeto poor pa­
tients, he ,was highly esteemed: we DOW apply
o,urselves to t4o~ whose love to christianity is, we
hope, "without dissimulation." From them may
be expected a charity and a usefull!-ess, which

- d



109.
m~y entiUe them to a remembra.nce in a. better
history than that of Zacu.tUll LusitanUil-in that
" book of life," in which a name will be deemed
far more valuable than any which are recorded il,1
the" Vitm Illustrium Medicoru~"-1,'he lives of
illustrious physicians. >II:

. By serious and shining piety in your own exa.m­
pIe, you will bear a glorious testimony to the ca.use
of God and religion. Youwill glorify the God of
nature, and the only Saviour. Your acquaintance
with nature will indeed. be' your condemnation, if
you do it not. Nothing is So un1latural 8.i t~ be
irreligious. "Religio ME'dici," (the religion of
the physician) has the le",st reason of any' under
heaven to be an "irreligion." They have acted
the most unreasonab.le part, who have given oc­
cbion for that complaint of christians-" Ubi tres
medici, tres athei."-"Where there are three phy­
sicians; tRare are three atheists." It is 8.ad to re­
flect, that when we read about the. state of the
Rephaim in the other world, the pltysicians are, by
s.o many translators, carried into it. It is sad t~
reflect, that the Jews should imagine they have
reason to say-" Optimus inter medicos ad gehen­
nam"-" The best of the physicians go to hell."
For this severe sentence. they assign the follow­
ing cause-" Non enim metuit a morbis; vescitur
laute, nec confringit cor suum Deo; aIiquando
etiam interfi~it homines, quando pauperes quos
posset, non S8.Jlat"-" for he is not warned by
diseases; he fares sumptuously, and humbles not
his heart before God. Sometimes he is even acces­
sary to the death of men, when he neglec~s the

• 8J Peter CastellaDus.
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poot', whom he might cnre."-A sad stery, it it
be truer

Gentlemen, you "ill never Meobnt yourselves
Inch adepts all to be at a stand in your studies, and
make no furtbel' progtess in your inquiries into
the natare of diseases and their remedies. .. A
physician arrived at his full growth"-looks dan­
gerously and ominously. Had the world gone on
lVith merely an E8culapim, furnished only with a
goat whose milk wasp1uzrmaey, and a dog, whose
tongue was 8urgery, we had been in a miserable
state. You will be diligent-studious-inquisitive ;
and continue to read much, to think more, and to
pray most of all; and be solicitous to invent and
dispenst! something very considerable for the good
of mankind, -which none before you had disco­
vered :-be solicitous to make some addition to the
treasures of your noble profession. To obtain the
honour 01 being a Sydenham may not be in your
power;. yet u to do something" is a laudable
ambition.

By the benefit they expect from you, and by
the charms of your polite education and manners,
you are sometimes introduced into the faniiliar
acquaintance of great men: persons of the first
quality entertain you with freedom and friend­
5hip: probably you become, under the oath of
Hippocrates, a kind of confessors to them, (indeed
for several ages, the confessors were usually the
physicians 01 the people)-What an advantage
does this furnish you with for doing good! The
poor Jews, both in the east and west parts of the
world, have procured many advantages by means

• NIIB Cllivi. bQmiDi c.ntinrit.
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of their countrymen, who have riMn to be physi­
cians to the princes of\he oountries in whioh they
resided. Sirs, YOllr permission" to feel the pUlse" or
eminfllt persoDII, may enable you to promote many
• good work: you need Rot be told lthat : you will
mon perceive excellmt methods, if yon will only
deliberate upon it: ......." What propollll.18 may I
make to my patient, by attending to wbieh, he may
Go rood in th~ world 1" If you read what Gte­
pry Nazianzen writes of his brother ClIlIJarius) a
famollll and relpectable physician, YO\l will doubt­
1.. Bad your desires excited to act in tbis mata..
Jler. You know how ready the Ilick are to hear
of good propolJlL1s; and bow seasonable it is to
urge such upon them, whtln the commencement
o.f recovery from sicknels, calls for their (ratitude
to the God of their health. And for persons also
wbo are in healtb, you mAy find, " Mollilllima
tempora fandi"~"Seasonabletlm~ to drop a. bint."

Physioians are frequently men ofuniverMllearo­
ing: they han su.tBcient ability, and sometimes
opportumty to write bookl 00 a vast variety of
8ubjects, whereby knowledge and virtue may be
grtlatly ad.anced in the world. T~ late Epic
poems of a Rlaclunore, and Cosmologia Sacra ofa
Grew, are recent eaamples: mankind is much
indebted to those learned physicians; their namel
are imnJ.ortalis~ ; they need no statues, nor need
they mind the en...y of a modern Theophrastulf.
A catalogue of books written by lea.rned physician~

on various subjeets, beside. those of their own pro­
fession, would ill itself ahnost make a volume. In
tlle great army of learned physioians who have
published their labours on the" word which the
Lord has given," and for the se!'vice of his churoh,
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. aad' of :th~ W01'ld, I humbly: moye, that the' 111-0
comparable Zuinger and Gesner, m411 appear as
field-oftlcers.. A city Tauria were too mean a pre..
ftnt for physicians of such ditrtinguiabed merit. I
propose, them to imitation, that IBany may follow
such eXlmlples. You know that Freher haabrouglat
on his theatre, nearly five hundred famoul physi­
cians, with some account of their lives and works;
there are very few Britons among them, and none
at all that lived to the eil~ of the former century.
What a VllSt addition might there be since made to
that "list of honour," from the· British nations!
Mayan excellent ambition to be enrolled in it,
excite those who have ability" to" do worthily!"

P'hysiciaus have innumerable opportunities to
assist the poor, and to give them advice gratia.
It was a noble saying of Cicero, " Nil habet for­
hlDa melius, quam ut pQ8sis, .Beque natura pne­
stantius, quam ut velis, servare plures.". But 1
will set before you a higher consideration than
that, with' which a Pagan Kirkew was ever ac­
quainted. Sirs, the more charity, compassion,
and condescension with which you treat the poor,
the nearer will you approach to .the greatest l!.nd
highest of all glories ;--an imitation of: your ador­
able Saviour. You will readily say," Quod de­
cuit Christum, cur mihi turpe putem ?"t In com­
parison of this consolation. it will be a. sDlftlI
~hing to say to you. that your coming among the
poor, will be to them like the descent of the Angel
of Bethesda. We will not presume to prescribe
to you, wltat good you shall do to the poor; but

• A mao canoot have better fort\lne than to be able, nor a
betltlJ" temper thao to be willing, to SRve many.

t Why should I esteem that meao, ,Wbich reflected hODour 08

Christ. " , '
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beg leave to enter an objection against your taking
any fees on the Lord's day; because 'he time,il!I
Dot' yours, but the ,hord's.

Wilen we consider how much, the lives of men
.are, in the .baBds of God; what a. dependance we
-ha,ve on the God of our health, for our cure when
.woe.have lost it; what strong and, remarkable
proofs we' have had of an~els, by their communi­
cations or operations, contributing to the cure of
thedisp..ases with which mortals have been op­
pressed; and the marvetlous efficacy of prayer for
the ,recovery of a sick brother who bas notsinnedilt
"sin unto death :"-what better thing can: be
recommended'to a physician who desires a prayer
to c. do good,". than tbis-to be a man of prayer.
In your daily and secret prayer, carry everyone
of your patients, as you would your own childreD,
to the glorious Lord our healer, for his healing
mercies: place them, as far as your prayers will
do it, under the beams of the" Sun of Righteous~

ness." And as aDy new case of your patients ma.y
occur, especially if therEi be any difficulty in it,
why should you not make your particular and soli­
citous application to heaVeD for direction :_" 0
Lord, 1 know that the way of man is not in him­
self, nor is it in man that walketh, to direct his
steps; nor in man, that healeth, to perform his
cures.'" Hippocrates advised physicians, when
they visited their patients, to consider whether
there might neit be ~omething superaatUTal in the
disease:" Divinum quiddam in morbo." Truly,
in SOQle sense, this is always the case, and should
be 10 considered. What a heavenlyliie might lOU
~lld, if your profession were carried, on with as
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Dlany vi~ltll to beaven, as you pay to your patients !"
One Jacob TSR.phalon, a famous Jew ofthe former
century, published at Venice, a book intituled,
u Preeioull Stone~." . There are several prayers in
the book, and among them a pretty long one,
•• For pbysicia.ns when tbey go to ...isit their pa­
tients." That expression of the Psalmist, U Thou
haBt made me wiser tban mine enemies," may be
read~ "Thou hut made me wise from mine ene­
mies." Co We ought to learn, even from aD
enemy; FII.B e~t, et ab hOllte." Surely christianity
will bot, in her devotions, mUlhort of Judaism! .

We read thltt " Hea...ine18 in tbe heart of man,
maketh it IlOOP ; but a good word maketh it glad.
A cheerful Dftrt doeth good like a medicine; but
a broken spirit drieth up the bones.II BagliTi i*
Dot tbe only pbylician who bas made tbe obser·
'ntioD, U That a great many of our diseases, either
.tille ftom a weight of cares lying aD the minds of
meD, or are thereby increased. Some diSeases that
teem incurallle, are easily eured by agreeable COD..

~r.tiotl. DlJorders of the mind Ant bring dis-
.- (l1lfliS 011 the stomach; and 10 the wholl' mass 01

blood gradually bedomes infected; and as IOllg u
tile mental callie oonuuuel, the diseases may in.
deed change tbeit forms, but tief rarely quit
'b~ patient.... Tranquillity of mind will do won..
d~rflll tbh'gll towards the relief of bodily maladies.
It I. not without reason tbat Hosman, in his di8~

tertatioD, "Del Moyen. de Vivre Long~templl,"

iniillu on tranqnillity of mind as the chief among
the u means to promote longevity;" and l18.yll, that
&1 is Ute meaning of that pasMage; .. Tbe fear
of the LOl'd teDdetb to life." They who have
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practised the" art of curing by expectatiotl.~"have
made experimeats of what the mind will do to­
ward.s the cure of \he body: this may be 1'110

known by practising the" ..rt of consolation." I
propose then, that the ph1sician endeavour to lind
out, by aU possible ingenuity of conversation, what
mat~rof anxiety there may have been upon the
mind of the patient, that has rendered bis life
burdensome. Having disoo'Yered the burden, use
all possible ways to tab it oft". Offer him IUeb

thoughts as may be the best anodynu for his
distressed mind; e.pecially the" right thoughts or
the rigltteou.," ....d the mMOI of obtaining com"
posure of mind upon re1i~iou8 principles. Give
him .. prospect, if 10u can, of 'UlIIe delinranc~

from hill distrusest or SODle abatemebt ()f tbella.
E:a:cite in him u pleuiog thought8 &I pouibl.:
tcAtter the clo~ and remove the loads ..ita
which his mind is petplu:ed; .apectally b1 tept..
tebUbg ....d magnifyiog the meroy of God ia
Christ to him. It ia po_ibIe, .ir, that in thia
way alao, you mar flDd abundant opportunities or
uefulneu, by doing yourelf, or by bringinc MJalan.
to do kindness to the mi.rable.

What 81louId IUnder you ftorD oonstderitag the
... of your p4.tieota; their llpiritual heAlth; whllt
they hll.e d.ooet and what tbey have to do, ~hat

thfy may be Oil good tetllls ....Ub heaven! You.
lIIiLy take occasion, from their n..tutal disorderIJ, ttl
aft"ect Tollr OWIl mind and th8i~ !lIllO, with a sense
()f our cotrespondiDg JDoral on~8. You may make
70l1r conTersatioa with theftl t a 'Vehit!Ie for con.
1'eyin, auch admonitionuC piety, lUI may be moltt
needful for them: that they may be found neither
unprepared for death~ nor UQ&ballkful and uoirqit·
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ful, if their livellllh9uld be prolonged.. This yOl1

may do, 'without any intrusion on tlteot1i~eof the
minister: on the con~i:ary,.you may'at the same
time do & very good oilce for the mini,ter, as· well
as for the patient; 'and It}':ty infQ~m the minister~

when, where, aDd how he .JDay be very serviceable '
among the miserable, with whose cases he might
otherwise remain unacquainted. The" art of
bealing" was, you know. first brought into a sys­
.tem, by men who had the" care of souls:" and
I know not why they who profess that noble
"art" should wholly cast off that" care." Per­
haps you remember to have read of a king who was
also a physician, (for other crowned heads, besides
Mithridates, Hadrianus, andConstantinus Pogo­
natus have been so,) and who gave this rp.a8011
why the Greeks had diseaBesamong them which
remained so much uncured; " Because they neg­
lected their souls, the chief thillg of all/' For my
part, 1 know not why the physician should wholly
«Leglect the souls of his patients.

I will nC)t detain you much longer.' You a~

not ignorant, that medicine once was, and "in
many unevangelised parts of the world is still
-esteemed a thing horribly magical. . Celsus relates,
as a part of the Egyptian philosophy current in hiB
time, that the body of man was divided into
thirty-six parts, each of which WDS the peculiar
a.llotment and possession of a demon~; and this. de­
moD. was inyoked by the Magi to cure di8e~8 of
~he part that belonged to him. Even in Galea's
time we find Egyptian Legerdemain" practi8ed~he
himself writes of it. From Egypt othercO\Ultries

.. Prestiriatul'lll '£C'Yptill.



117
became acqnainted with this art : hence medicine,j
were called p/w,rmaca.· The Oriental nations had
their Teraphim for the oure of diseases: hence
the same Greek word signifies both to worship and
to cure; and the" cure of diseases" is reckoned
by Eusebius as one main article of the Pagan;
theology. God used all proper means to prevent
his people from having any thing to do with sucb
sort of men or of mOODS. He recommended to
them the study of nature, and of natural remedies..
Thus, after the example of Solomon, they studied'
botany, and had their apothecaries, wh9 were to
furnish them witb materials for medicines. The
princes of India had, as Pliny informs us, their
medicinal gardens. Probably Naboth's vineyard
might have such a one in it; and this might b~

the reason why Ahab so coveted it. Joram, the
son of Ahab, repaired thither to be cured of his'
wounds. An excellent Physician, in a late com·
position witb which be bas favoured the public,
supposes that the sin of Asa, when he "sought
not unto the Lord, but unto the physicians." was
both occasioned and aggTavated by this circum·
stance, that there were at that time none but ma­
gical physicians. But others have thought that
lome of Asa's ancel!tors had been medically dis·'
posed, and were students in the art of healing.
From hence migQt come the name of Asa, which
in Chaldee, means physician. On this account the
king might have the greater esteem for those who
were skilled in medicine, and might put such a
confidence in them as to neglect the glorious God,
the only author and giver of health. What I
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ai.I't in tlIis paragraph, ill to encourage a eonduei
the reverse of all thie; that my honourable A_,
(lluch the Ion of Siraoh has taught IDe to call
him ) woWtl himself oontinually go to Gad oor
Saviour, anel as far 8.11 pQSBible, bring all hil pa­
tient. to him also.

Finally-An iDdostrious. and ingenious ggl1e­
mao of your profession. hal a paasage in his Pbar..
macopotia Buteaoa. wbiola I will here in8eri, be­
cause very aany l)E )Tau can speak the same lan­
guage; and by iBBerting it, 1 hope to. inerease the
number.

U I kaow ao pOOl' 6reature tllat eyer came to.
.me, in the whole CQUr&e oi m;y paaetice, that Ollce l
went from me without my desired aeJp, gratiiJ.
And I have aecounted the r.toration of IqOh
a poor, and wretclaed creo.tlUe, • greater blftsillg
to, me, than if I had; plOCured tile "e~th of both
tu IndieL I ca~t I" weH. express myself eoB­
ceraiag ilUs matter, as Jj ean coneeive ~t; bat I
am sure I should have been Blue plieased, and "d
a greater sll.t.i8iaetioa in s~ng IIU~ a. heiple_or...
tu.re NlMored tQ hiB desiJoed health, than if 1 bad
foUAd 1\. very y~le~ treuufe. a. 1 can newer
repent. of thE! g'9Od wIlio~ I have do.u.e-tbil way"
10 I re!lOl~e to ~imlft the llAlIm pracuee. fer 1
cerwuiy knQW that I hav:e bad tl¥t· lignal~
i~ ()f GQd atteading Jlly enQet,veullf!."

.. I will get me unto the RICR MBN, and will
Ipeak I1nto them," Cor they will know the wa1& to

---a_-r-----
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u do .ood," and will tq~k what they shall be
"hie to say when ~,ey co.qle into the juqgmeut of
their God. A pe'lloQ of q~lity, quoting that
pa.saage, 4' Tlle dellire of a man is his kindnesljI,"
invited ae lilO, to ~(\ .it, "T~e only des~r~able

thing in a ~&Il is his goodness." How happy
woulq t~ wo.rl~ be. if everl periOD 9f q~alif.3

wer~ ~ ~~ qf thi, per-il~ion! It is i\.D a.,rticle
i.. ~y cOJll~o.q, ,. (:q4\me them t~t are. ric4, ......
ill tw,s WOfld, ~q~~hey q() g'ODd, ~~t they he
rica in~ .9\,ks, ~dy to d~tributey willing to
oqm~~~iQ4\te." In pursuanoe thereof, I .,ill re­
~iqd r.c~ mell of ~he opjlOltunitieJ\ to" do. gowl,"
",i~ll w~ich God, who lives i\oweJl to get w~t4"

has fa'lOUI~ aDd en~f)~ed thqJP. It i~ a very good
ao~ount~WLt ~ heen ao.metiJpelll given, of ll, good
man ; " As to tqe w~th o.f ,~ worl4, h,e knew
no. i9q~ i~ i~. Ij)",,\ .~ <\oi~ qf 10Q" w~h it."
y ~, t1l9se ~ w40 hfVf Aad very l~~tle good­
ne~ in ~ElIIl1. )fet m4escp.j~qg" tbi,l manJ;lers of
tl1e, ~" in whjp~ p~rlJ#L~ tJJ.e.r ~\wIqltelves have
Imd toq (hJ,p '" sh4re, ,,,,va 8el?D <>~ipn to sub­
s4),ibe ap~ puhlisq t\Wl prilAA dicta~ of reason;
" We a.re DPIte ijl~ ~tter {~ any tbiqg, ballely
fo~ tho:Q propriety's Sl\MJ; hQ, i~ is ~.be a,pplicllotion
of it that gives every thing its v-ahle., W~oever

b:¥~s ~is ~'~t, 1?~~ay, ~ s~.e4 t~~t, a~d de­
ft&l\ds thos~ wl;Jp s~~ ~~ Q~.ed of it." ~rs, yo.ll
~nnot ~ut ~~AA\JI~~ .•~t, i~ Ul t,he 8Overe~n

Gwl 'f.'hq~h~'fIe4 uIWD. Y:Q.U th,e ri~es w:lIiclJ.
<¥,tinPb YOQ. 4\ dev,i\ ~~lf. when he saw a.
ri~~, (WUI(l no* bAAt ~~ ~h~ ~ckI;IPw~g".

~~ tQ tJJe, Gwl oJ ~~VeJ;H'\ "lwu bwIt bleased
t!l~ ~or~ of his hands, and ~~s sllbsto.nce is in­
creased in the land." It is also to be hoped" tbat

--_..._ .....0 ....------ ,1
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you are not unmindful thattbe riches in your
possession are some of the talents, of which you
must give an account to the glorious Lord who
bas entrusted you with them; and that'you will
give your account with grief, and not with joy, if
it should He found that all your property has been
laid out to gratify the appetites of the fleSh, and
little or nothing of it consecrated to the service of
God, and ,of his kingdom in the world. It was c

said to the priests of old, when the servants were­
assigned them; "Unto you they are given as a
iift for the Lord." This may be said of all our
estates: what God gives us, is not given us· for
ourselves, but.. for the Lord." "Cum cre!cunt·
dona: crescunt etiam rationes donorum."· In­
deed there is hardly any professor of christianity
so vicious 'that he will not confess that all hii pro­
perty is to be used (or honest purposes, and part
of it for pious ones. If any' plead their poverty
to excuse and exempt them from doing any thing
this way :~O thou poor widow with thy two mites.
eternised in the history oHbe Gospel, thou shalt
., rise up in the judgment with this generation, and
Iiha11 condemn it;" and let them also know, that
they take a course' to condemn and confine them­
selves to eternal poverty.

But the main question is, what prr>portion of It. .

man's income is to be devoted to pious uses? And
now, let it not seem a" hard saying,"-if 1 tell

'7 you that a tenth part is the least that you can
bring under a more solemn dedication to the Lord;
for whom, in one sense, we are to layout our alL
Afarthing less would make an enlightened and con-,

" When God's gifts to UI are Dlultiplied, our 0 bligauonl to rive
are multiplied.
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siderate christian SUSpICIOUS of his incurring the
danger of sacrilege. By the pious uses for which
your tenths are thus challenged, I do not in-

. tend only the maintenance of the evangelical mi­
nistry, but also the relief of the miserable, whom
our merciful Saviour has made the receivers of his
rents; together with all that is to be more di­
rectly done for -the preserving and promoting of
piety in the world. Since there is a part of- every
man's revenues due to the glorious Lord, and to
purposes of piety, it is not fit that the determina­
tion of what part it must be, should be left to
such hearts as ours. My friend, thou hast, it may
be, too high an opinion of thy own wisdom and
goodness, if nothiilg but thy own carnal heart is
to determine what proportion of thy revenues a(e
to be laid out for Him, whom thou art so ready
to forget when he has filled thee. But if the, Lord
himself, to whom thou art but a steward, has
fixed on any part of our usual income for himself,
as it is most reasonable that he should have the­
fixing of it, certainly a tenth will be found the
least that he has called for. A tenth is the least
part in the first division of numbers, which is that
of units. Grotius remarks it, as the foundation
of the laws of tithe~: " Numerus denarius genti­
bus ferme cunctis numerandi finis est. Almost all

.nations reckon by tens." It is but reasonable,
and the very light of nature will declare for it, that
the great God, who with a seventh day is owned
as the Creator, should with a tenth part be ac.
knowledg~das the possessor of all things. We do
not allow him so much as the least, if we withhold
a tenth from hi~: less than that, is less than
what ~ll nations make the lea8t. Ceriainl;y to

G



122
withhold this, is to withhold more than is proper.
Sirs, you know the tendency of this. Long be­
fore the Mosaic dispensation of the law, we find
that this was Jacob's vow: "'l'he Lord shldl be my
God, and of all t hat thou shalt give me, I will surely
give the tenth unto thee." It seems we do not
lJufficiently declare that" the Lord is our God,"
if we do not give a tenth to him. And how can
we approve ourselves "Israelites indeed," if we
slight such an example as that of our father
Jacob. I will ascend a little higher. In one text
'We read that our father Abraham, " gave Mel­
chisedek the tenth of all." In another text we
read of our Saviour Jesus, " Thou art a priest for
ever after the order of Melchisedek." From hence
I form this conclusion: the rights of Melchi­
sedek belong to our Jesus, the royal high priest
now officiating for us in the heavens. The tenths
were the rights of Melchisedek; therefore the
tenths belong to our Jesull. I do in my consci­
ence believe that this argument cannot be an­
'swered; and the ma,n who a.ttempts it, seems
to darken the evidence of his being one of the true
children of Abraham.

I now renew my appeal to the light of nature:
)0 nature thou shalt go; It is very certain that the
'Pagans used to. decimate for sacred uses. Pliny
tells us, that the Arabians did so. Xenophon in­

"forms us, that the Grecians had the same practice.
'Yoli find the custom to be as ancient as the pen
of Herodotus can make it. It is confirmed by
'Pausanias and Diodorus Siculus, and a whole army
of authors besides Doughty, have related and as­
serted it. I will only introduce Festus, to speak
for -them all:" Decima qUlllque vetere» Diis suis
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otferebant.". Christian, wilt thou do less for
thy God than the poor perishing Pagans did for
theirs? " 0, tell it not"-hut this I will tell;
that they who have conscientiously employed their
tenths in pious uses, have usually been remarka-
bly blellied in their estates, by the providence oV" ../
God. The blessing has been sometimes delayed,
with some trial of tbeir patience: Not for any
injostice in their hands; their prayer has been
"pure." And their belief of the future state has
been sometimes tried, by their meeting with loases
and disappointments. But then, their little has
been so blessed as to be still a c(YfTl,pe~y;.. and
God has so favoured them with contentment, that
it has yielded more than the abundance of many
others. Very frequently too, they have been
rewarded with remarkable success in their aft'air8~

and inerease of their property; and even ia this
world have seen the fulfilment of those promises;
" Cast thy grain into the moist ground, and thou
shalt find it after many days." "Honour the
Lord wi.th thy substance; so shall thy barns be
filled with plenty." History has given us many
delightful exam}lles of those who have had their
decimations followed and rewarded by a surprising
prosperity of their ofi'airs. Obscure mechanics and
hosbandmen have risen to emates, of which once
they had not the most distant expectation. The
excellent Gouge, in his treatise, entitled," The
surest and safest way of thriving," has collected
some such examples. The Jewish proverb;" De­
cima, ut dives fias; Tithe, and be rich," woold

'be oftener verified, if more frequently practised.

• The anciellts ofered to their goda the tenth of every tIIillf.
62
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~, Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts,
·if Iwill not pour out a blessing upon you."

But let the demand of "liberal things" grow
upon you : a tenth I have called the least; fot'
some it is much too little. Men of large incomes,
who would not" sow to their flesh, and of the
flesh reap corruption," may and will often go be­

.yond this proportion. Some rise to a fifth; and
the religious Countess of Warwick would not stop
at any thing short of a third. Gentlemen of for­
tune, who are my readers, would perhaps excuse
me if I were to carry them no higher than this,
and to say nothing to them of a Johannes Elee­
mosynarius, who annually made a distribution of
aU to pions uses; and having settled his affairs,
said, " I bless God that I have now nothing left
but my Lord and Master, Christ, whom I long to
be with, and to whom I can now fiy with unen­
tangled wings." Yet' I will ml'nWm to them the
example of some eminent merchants, who, hav­
ing obtained moderate and competent estates, have
resoll'ed never to be richer. They have carried on
brisk and extensive trades, but whatever profits
raised th~ir incomes above the fixed sum, they
have entirely' devoted to pious uses. Were any
of them losers by this conduct? Not one.

The Christian emperor Tiberius II. was famous
for his religions bounties: bis empress thought
him even profuse in them. But he told her that he

. should never want money so long as, in obed}':
ence to a glorious Christ, he should supply the
necessities of the poor, and abound in religious
benevolence. Once, immediately after he B~

made a libera.l distribution, he unexpectedly found
a mighty treasure, a.nd at the same time tidings
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were brought to him, of the death of a very rich mall
who had bequeathed to him all his wealth. And
men in far humbler stations can relate very many
and interesting anecdotes of this nature, even from
their own happy experience. I cannot forbear
transcribing some lines of my honoured Gouge on
this occasion:

" I am verily persuaded that there is scarcely
any man who gives to the poor proportionably to
what God has bestowed on him; but, if he ob­
serve the dealings of God's providence towards
him, will find the sam~ doubled and redoubled
upon him in temporal blessings. I dare challenge
all the world to produce one instance, (or at least
any considerable number of instances,) of a mer­
ciful man, whose charity has undone him. On
the contrary, as the more living wells are ex­
hausted, the more freely they spring and flow;
so the substance of charitable men frequently mul­
tiplies in the very distribution: even as the five
loaves and few fishes multiplied, while being
broken and distributed, and as the widow's oil in­
creased by being poured out."

I will add a consideration which, methinks, will
act as a powerful motive upon the common feel­
ings of human nature. Let rich meo, who are
not" rich towards God," especially such as have
no children of their own to make their heir~, con­
sider the vile ingratitude with which their succes­
sors will treat them. Sirs, they will hardly allow
you a' tombstone; but wallowing in the wealth
you have left them, and complaining that you left
it no Rooner, they will insult youI' memory and
ridicule your economy and parsimony. How
much wiser would it be for you to do good with

Coogle
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your estates while you live, and at your death to

~ dispose of them in a manner which may embalm
your names to posterity, and be for your advan­
tage in the world to which you are going. That
your souls may enjoy the good of parll.disaical re­
flections, at the same time that others are inherit­
ing what you have left to them.

I will only annex the compliment of a certain
person to his friend, upon his accession to an
estate: "Much good may it do you; that is,
much good may you do with it."

I hope we are now ready for Propo8als; and
that we shall set ourselves to " devise liberal
taings."

Gentlemen! To relieve the necessities of the
poor is a thing acceptable to the compassionate
God, who has given to you what he might have
given to them, and has given it to you that you
might have the honour and pleasure of imparting
it to them; and who has said," He that hath
pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord." The
more you regard the command and example of
a glorious Christ in what you do this way, the
more assurance you have that in the day of God you
8halljoyfully hear him saying, " You have done
it unto me." And the more humble, silent, re­
served modesty you express, concealing even from
the left hand what is done with the right, the
more you are assured of a great reward in the hea­
venly world. Such liberal men, it is observed,
are generally long-lived men; (" fructus liberat
arborem ;".) and at last they pus from this into
everlasting life.

• Gatlaeriug tile fruit reliefe, the tree.

__ 1'.00.. n
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The true Lady is one who feeds the poor. anel

relieves theil" indigence.· In the days of primitive
christianity, ladies of the first quality would seek.
out the sick, visit hospitals, see what help they,
wanted, and assist them with an admirahle alacrity.
What a " good report" have the D\other and sister;
of Nazianzen obtained from his pen, for their un­
wearied bounty to the poor! Empresses them­
selves have stooped to relieve the miserable, and
never appeared so truly great as when they thus
stooped.

A very proper season for your alms is, when
you keep your days of prayer: that your prayers.
and your alms may go up together as a mem.orial
before the Lord. Verily, there are pray,eT8 in._
alms: and, " Is not this the fast that I hav~

chosen, saith the Lord." The expression of the
beggar among the Jews was;" Deserve something;
by me ;" among us it might be;" Obtain Some"'l
thing by me."

There is a certain city, iu which every house
has a box hanging by a chain, on which i~

'written, "Remember the poor;" and they sel­
dom conclude a bargain without putting some­
thing into the box. The deacons have the key,
and once a quarter go round the city, and take
.out the money. When that city was in imminent
danger a man of moderate character was heard to
say." That he was ofopinion, God would preserve
that city from being destroyed, if it were only far
the great charity which its inhabitants express to

• Tile following i••nppoaed to be the etymnlogy of the word Lttlg.
It was at first Leafdian, frora Leaf or Laf, "hicb signifiea CI l-.f qf
bread, and D'ian to .erve. It was afterwards corrupted to Lqfc1y,
and at leugtb to Lady. So that, it appears, the origiaal meaning of
the tffill implie, o~e who ,mtriblltu Mcocl,
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the poor." It is the richest city of the richest
country, for its size, that ever existed: a city
which is thought to spend, annually, in charita­
hIe uses, more than all the revenues which the fine
country ofthe Grand Duke of Tuscany brings in to
its arbitrary master. " Manus pauperQm est Christi
gazopbylacium."·

When you dispense your alms to the poor, who
know what it is to pray, you may oblige them to
pray for you by name, everyday. It is an excellent
thin~ to have the blessing of those who have been
ready to perish, thus coming upon you. Observe
here a surprising sense in which you may be---­
" praying always." You are so, even while you
are sleeping, if those whom you have thus obliged
are praying for you. And now look for the accom­
plishment of that word: " Blessed is he that con­
sidereth the poor: the Lord will preserve him, and
keep him alive, and he shall be blessed upon the
earth."

Very frequently your alms are dispersed among
such perso~s as very much need admonitions of
piety. Cannot you contrive to mingle a spiritual
charity with your temporal bounty? Perhaps you
may discourse with them about the state of their
souls, and may obtain from them, (for which yOll
have now a singular advantage,) some declared re­
solutions to do what they ought to do. Or else you
may convey to them little books, or tracts, which
they will certainly promise to read, when you thus

'desire them.
Charity to the souls of men is undoubtedly tile

'highest, the noblest, and the most important
,

• The hands of the poOl' are the trenlury-box of Christ.
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charity. To furnish the poor with catechisms and
bibles, is to do for them an incalculable 8ervice-.
Noone knows how much he may do by dispersing
books of piety, and by putting into the hands of
mankind such treatises of divinity as may have a
tendency to make them wiser or better. It was a
noble action of some good men, who, a little while
ago, were at the charge of printing thirty thousand
of the " Alarm to the Unconverted," written by
Joseph Allein, to be given away to such as would
promise to read it. A man of no great fortune has
been known to give away without much trouble,
nearly a thousand books of piety, every year for
many years together. Whe can tell, but that with
the expence ofless than a shilling, you may" con-

. vert Ii sinner from the error of ·his ways, and save
a soul from death." A worse doom than to be
" condemned to the mines," rl"sts upon that soul
who had rather hoard up his money than employ it:
on such a charity.

He who supports the office of the evangelica;l
ministry, supports a good work, and performs one;
yea in a secondary way performs what is done by
the skilful, faithful, and laborious minister. The
servant of the Lord who is encouraged by you, will
do the more good for your assistance: and what
you have done for him, and in consideration of the
glorious Gos'pel preached by him, you have dune
for a glorious Christ; and you shall" receive a
prophet's reward." Luther said;" Si qUid scho­
lasticis confers, Deo ipsi contulisti ; What you give
to scholars. you 'give to God himseLf." This is
still more true, when the scholars are become-godly
and useful preachers.

6a,

_iIIr_.I_~~ ,"""'·--"--
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I have somewhere met with the following pas­

sage : " It was for several years the practice of a.
worthy gentleman, in renewing his leases, instead
of making it a condition that his tenants should
keep a hawk or a dog for him, to oblige ~bem to
keep a bible in their houses, and to bring up their
children to read and to be catechised." LandlordB!

• ~t is worth your consideration whether you may not
in your leases. inse,rt some clauses that may serve
the kingdom of God. You are his tenants in those
very freeholds in which you are landlords to other
men. Oblige your tenants to worship God in their
families.

To take a poor child, especially an orphan, left
in poverty, and to bestow a liberal education upon
it, is an admirable charity; yea, it may draw after
it a long train of good, and may interest you in all
the good that shall be done by him whom you
have e'ducated.

Hence also, what is done for Schools, for Col­
leges, and for Hospitals, is done for the general
good. The eudowment or maintenance of these
is at once to do good,to many. 1

Bnt, alas! how much of the silver and gold-of
the world is buried in hands. where it is little
better than conveyed back to the mines from
,whence it came! How much of it is employed
10 as little purpose as what arri!es at Hindoostan,
where a great part of it is, after sonie circulation,
carried as to a fatal centre. and by the Moguls
lodged in subterraneous caves never to see the li~ht

again. .. Talia nOD facit bona fidei et spei Chris­
tianus••"

• The chriltian, whOle faith and hepe are gelluine, acl& not thul.

-M_I ee.
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Sometimes elaborate compositions may be pre­

pared for the press, works of great bulk, ud of
still greater worth, by which the best interests of
knowledge and virtue may be considerably pro­
mated.; but they lie, like the impotent man at the
pool of Bethesda, in silent neglect; and are likely- '-?

to continue in that state, till God inspire some.
wealthy persons nobly to subscribe to their publica..
tion, and by this generous application of their pro"l
perty, to bring them abroad. The names of such
noble benefactors to mankind ought to live as
long as the works themselves; and where tll~

works do any good, what these have done towards
the publishing of them, ought to be" told for a
memorial" of them.
. I will pursue this subject still farther. It has
been said that" idle gentlemen, and idle beg­
gars, are the pests of the commonwealth." The
saying may seem affronting, -but they who 8M

offended at it must quarrel with the &Shes of a
bishop, for it- was Dr. Sanderson's. Will you
then think, sir!!, of some honou.rable and agreeable

.employments? I will mentioll ODe. The Pythago­
feaDS forb~e men's" eating their own brains," or,
" keeping their good thoughts to theIUelves."
The incomparable Boyle observes, that " as to re.
ligiolis books, in general, those which have beeg
written by laymen,and ellpecially by gentlemE:'n,have
(cll!teris -paribus) been better received, and more
effeCtual, thaD those published by elergymen."
Mr. Boyle's were certainly so. Men of quality
have freq~ntly attai1'1ed sucb accomplishmeuts iJl
languages and science, that they have become pro­
digies of literature. Their libraries also have been
stupendous coiIectiQns, approaching towards Va.-

"- .'_. -......---_-----.• "YioIOIIoo...-.
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tican or Bodleian dimensions. An English gen­
tieman' has bean sometimes the' most " accom-

,plished person in the world." H ow many of these
(besides a Leigh, a Wolsely, or a Polhill,) have
been benefactors to mankind by their admirable
writings! It were much to be wished that persons
of wealth and elevation would qualify themselves
for the use of the pen as well as of the sword, and
deserve this eulogium-" They have written e:tcel­
lent things." An English person of quality, in
his treatise, entitled," A View of the Soul,"
has the following passage,-" It is certainly the
highest dignity, if not the greatest happiness, oC
which human nature is capable in the vale below,
to have the soul so far enligh tened, as to become
the mirror, or conduit, or conveyer of God's truth
to others." . It is a bad motto for a man of capa­
city-" M.y understanding is unfruitful." Gen­
tlemen, consider what subjects may most properly
and usefully fall under your cultivation. Your
pens will stab atheism and vice more effectually
than other men's. If out of your" Tribe'" there
come forth " those who handle the pen of the
writer," they will do uncommon execution. One
of them has ingenuously said-" Though I know
Borne functions, yet I know no truths of reli­
gion, which, like the Showbread, are ooly for the
priests.".
-I will present to you but one proposal more.

and it is this, That you would wisely chuse & .

friend of good abilities, of warm affections, and
of excellent piety (a minister of such It charaeter
if you can) and intreat him, yea oblige hiJn to

• HaSt. xii. 4.
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study for you, and to suggest to you, opportu­
nities to do good. Make hi'm, as Ambrosius did
his Origen, your Monitor. 'Let him advise you.
from time to time, what good you may do. Let him
see that he never gratifies you more than by his
advice on this bead. If a David have a seer to
perform such an office for him, one who may
search for occasions of doing good, what exten­
sive services may be done for the temple of God in
the world!

Let me only add, that when gentlemen occa­
sionally meet together, why should not their con­
versation correspond with their superior station '/
They should deem it ben€ath them' to employV
the conversation on trifling subjects, or in such
a way that, if it were secretly taken in short hand,
they would blush to hear it repeated.· Sirs, it
becomes a gentleman to entertain his company
with the finest thoughts on the finest themes; and
certainly there cannot be a subject so worthy of a
gentleman as this-What good is there to be done
in the world'/ V-;ere thIs noble subject more fre­
quently started in the conversation of gentlemen,
incredible good might be achieved.

I will conclude by saying-You must accept of
any public service, ofwhich yon are capable,when •.
you are called to it. Honest Jeans has this pun- .......
gent passage: " The world applauds the prudent
retirement or those who bury their parts and gifts
in an obscure privacy, though they have a fair call,
both from God and man, to public engagements:
but the terrible censure of these men by Jesus.

• " Nihil led nugll!, et rilll', et verba proferuntur in ventum-"
,4' Nothing but jetting, aDd laughing', aDd worda .catten:d by til,
willd."

Goo Ie-
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Christ at the last day, will prove them to have
been the most arrant .fools that ever lived on the
face of the earth." The fault of not employing
our talentfor the public good, is justly styled, " A
great sacrilege in the temple of the God of Nature."
It was a sad age of which Tacitus said, " Indolent
retirement was wisdom."·

It will be recollected, that one of our first pro­
posals was, that everyone should consider" What
can I do for the service of God, and the welfare of
man 1" It may be hoped that all OliFICERS, as
such, will conform to what has been proposed. It
should be the concern of all officers, from the em­
peror to the enomotarcb, to do all the good they
can; there is, therefore, the less occasion to make
a m.ore particolar application to i'fl/erior oJlfCtn"B
of varions kinds, all of whom lfave opportunities
to do good, Blore or less, in their bands. How­
ever, they shall not all have reason to eomplain of
being neglected.

In some churches there are ELDEBI!l,t who
"rule well," though they do not .. labonr in the
word and doctrine." It becomes such pe150DS
often to inqwre, " What shall I do. to prevent
strife, or any other sin, that may become a root
of bitterness in the church; and that Christ and
Holiness may reign in it; and, that the ministry

• Inertia f"it ..';etltia.
t In primitire ti_, Eccleaia eeJUol't8 habuit-the elllucb bad

its elden.

-
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of the Pastor may be countenanced, encouraged,
and prospered?" Their visit8 of the flock, IUld
their endeavours to prepare the people for special
ordinances, may be of great advantage to the state
of religion.

There are DEACONS also, with whom the tem­
poral affairs of the church are entrusted. It would
be well, if they .would frequently inquire:-­
" What may I do that the treasury of Christ may
be increased? W4at may I do that the life of my
faithful Pastor may be rendered more comfortable?
What members of the flock do I think deficient in
their contributions to support the interests of the
Gopel, and· shall I say" with great boldness in
thc faith" to them, on this subject?"

In the STATE there are many officers, to whom
the most significant and comprehensi~e proposal
that can be made would be, To c01Ulider their
oaths. If they would seriously reilect on the du­
ties to which their oaths oblige them, and would
carefully perform those duties, a great deal of
good would be done. But we mu.t a little parti­
cularize,

As the REPRESENTATIVES of any place have
opportunities to do good to the people at large,
so they should be particularly solicitous for the
good of t~at place which has elected them. Their
inquiry should be, " What motions may I bring
forward which will be for the public good, or for
the advantage of my constituents?"

Those whom we call the " SELECT MEN" of
a town, will disappoint the expectations which are
justly formed of them, if they do Dot diligently
consider, " What shall I do that I may he a bless­
ing to the town which I am now to serve?"
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GRAND-JURYMEM may very profitaBly inquire,

" What growing evils or nuisances do I discover
which I shall do well to make public 1" They
should hold their consultations upon these mat­
ters, as men in earnest for the good of the coun­
try. Indeed all jurymen should be good men.
Our old compellation of a neighbour by the title
of goodman, has this origin; it was as much a~ to
say, oue qualified to serve on a jury. Let such
therefore answer their original designation, by doing
good, and by contriving how they may do it.

Why should CONSTABLES be excused from
these obligations'? Their Dame (Constabularius)
was first derived from the care of" making unruly
horses stand well together in the stable." Sirs,
you have it in your power to do much good by
being " Masters of restraints," in your walks
and otherwise, to unruly cattle. Wha~ are vicious
persons, though perhaps in honourable stations,
but like the beasts! Well-disposed constables have
done wonderful ~hiDgS in a town, to promote good
order. I must therefore beg them to put to
themselves the same question; " What good
may I do'?"

Where TITHING-MEN are chosen and sworn,
they have an opportunity of doing more than a
little good, if they will conscientiously perform
their duty. Let them well study the laws which
lay down their duty, and let them also make the
lMl.me inquiry:" What good may I do 1" Let

.them consult with one another at certain times, in
order to find out what ,they have it in their
power to do, and to assist and strengthen one
another in doing it. ,I have 1l0W dOlle with the
civil li8t.

Coogle J



137
MILITARY COMMANDERS have their opportu­

nities to " do good." They do this in an emi­
nent degree when they support exercises of piety in
their several companies and regiments, and when
they rebuke the vices of the camp with due seve­
rity. Might not societies to suppress these vices
be formed in the camp, to very good purpose,
under their inspection? If the soldiers ask, " What
shall we do ?" all my answer at present is, Sirs,
consider what you have to do.

COMMANDERS AT SEA have their opportunities
also. The more absolute they are in their com­
mand, the greater are their opportunities. The
worship of God seriously and constantly main­
tained ahroad, will have a very happy effect. A
body of good orders hung up in the steerage may
produce consequences for which all the people in
the vessel may at last have reason to be thankful.
Books of piety should also be taken aboard, and
the men should be desired to retire for the perusal
of them, and for other pious exercises.

But whilst our book seems to have so far dis­
charged its office and intention of a counsellor as
to leave no further expectations, a considerable
number of persons present themselves to our no- ,
tice, who would have just cause for complaint,
if among proposals to do good, they should re­
main unnoticed. Some whom we do not find
among those who addressed the blessed morning­
star of our Saviour for his direction, yet are now
found among those who inquire," And what
shall we do?" I refer to the GENTLEMEN OF THE

LAW, who have that in their hlinds, the end of
which is, " To do good;" and the perversion
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of which from its professed end is one of the worst
of evils.

Gentlemen, your opportunities to do good are
such, that proposals of what you are able to do,
cannot but promise themselves an obliging recep­
tion with you. You have considerable advantages
for this purpose, arising from your liberal and
gentlemanly education: for with respect even to
the common pleaders at the bar, I hope that
maxim of the law will not be forgotten: " Dig­
nitas advocatorum non patitur ut in eahI recipi­
atur, qui antea fuerat viiioris conditionis;" " The
situation of a lawyer is so dignified, that none
should be raised to it from a mean condition in
life." Things are not come to so bad a state that
an honest lawyer should require a statue, as the
honest publican of old did, merely on the score of
rarity. You may, if you aim at it, be entitled to
one on the scb,~ of universal and meritorious use­
juz,Wi/s.

In order to your being useful, sirs, it is neces­
sa~y that you should be skilful; and that you may
arrive at an excellent skill in thE; law, you will
be well advised what authors to study: on this
point, it may be of the utmost consequence to be
well advised. The knowledge of your own sta-lute­
law is incontestibly needful. The same may be
said of the com11Wn-law, which must continually
accompany the execution of it. Here, besides
useful dictionaries, you have your Cook, Vaughan,

. Wing ate, &c. &c. with whom you may converse.
I am sorry to tind a gentleman, about the middle

.of tbe former century, complaining of the English
la.w, "thAt the books of it cannot be perused with

••
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any deliberation, under three or four years, and
that the expence of them is enormous." I do not
propose so tedious a task; for the civil law must
also be known by those who would be fully ac­
quainted with legal proceedings. Huge volumes,
and loads of them, have been written upon it;
but among these, two small ones, at least, sh~uld

be consulted, and digested by everyone who
would not be an ignoramus-I mean the Enchiri­
dion of Corvinus, and Arthur Duck's Treatise De
usu et autlwritate juris civilu." I will be still
more free in declaring my opinion. Had I learn­
ing enough to manage a cause of that nature, I
should be ready to maintain it at any bar in the
world, that there never was under the cope of
heaven, a more learned man, than the incompara- "".
ble ALSTEDIUS. He has written on every subject
in the whole circle of learning, as accurately and as
exquisitely as those who have devoted their whole,
lives to the cultivation of anyone particular sub­
ject. The only reason why his compositions, are
not more esteemed is, the pleonasm of his worth,
and their desert ofso much esteem. To hear some
silly men ridicule his labours by a foolish pun on
his name-LIles tedwus, is td see the ungrateful
folly of the world; for conciseness is one of his
peculiar excellencies. They might more justly
charge him with any thing, than with tediousness.
This digression only serves to introduce a recom­
mendation of his " Jurisprudentia," as one of the
best books in the world for a lawyer. ,I shall wrong

• Concerning thp. use and authority of the common law . (A cen­
tury haa certainly prodnceul other books of great value to the gen·
tlemen of the law, but it was thou&,bt proper to retaiD the author'",
advice OD this subject, as well as OD oth en.]

Coogle
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it if! say" It is much in a little:" I would rather
say" It is all in nne."

A lawy~r should be a scholar. It is vexatious
that the emperor Justinian, whose name is now
on the laws of the Roman empire,· is by Suidas
called" Analphabetos-one who scarcely knew
his alphabet." It is vexatious to find .A.ccurBiUB,
one of the first commentators on the laws, fall
into so many gross mistakes, through his igno­
rance.t But, when_ you are called upon to be
wise, the design is, that you may be wise to-d~
good. Without this disposition, ." Doth not their
excellency which is in them- go away? They die
even without wisdom." A foundation of piety
must first be laid; an inviolable respect to the holy
and just and good law of God. This must be the
rule of all your actions; and it must particularly
regulate your practice of the law. You are sensible
that it was alway!! the custom of the civil law to
begin with..:....-" A Deo optima maximo"-" To the
most high and gracious God:" nor was it unusual
for the instruments of the law to begin with the
first two letters of the name of Christ, in Greek
characters. The life of the lawyer should have
its beginning there, and be carried on with R con·
stant regard to it. The old Saxon law8 had the
Ten Commandments prefixed to them-Ten Words
of infinitely greater value than the famous Twelve

" Tbey bear bis name, becallse it was by bis order tbat Tribonian
made bil ballty, and some say fallacious, collection of tbem, from the
two tbousand yolnmes, into wbicb they bad been growing for a tholl­
sand years.

t When a sentence of Greek occurred in tbe text, be was able to
afford no better glosl than this, "HIPc Graica IlInt, qllle nec legi, nec
inteUigi possnnt-This il Greek, wbich can neither be read \lor ex'
plained."
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Tables so much admired by Tully and other an­
-cient writers; in the fragments of which, collected
by Bald1bin, there are some things horribly un­
righteous and barbarOUi. These are to be thefirst
laws with you: and, as all the laws that are con­
trary to these are ipso facto null and void, so, in
the practice of the law, every thing disallowed by
these must be avoided. The man whom the
Scripture calls a lawyer was a Karaite, or one
who strictly adhered to the written law of God, in
opposition to the Pharisee and the Traditionist. I
know not why every lawyer should not still be, in
the best sense, a Karaite. By manifesting a reve­
rence for the divine law, both that of reason
and that of superadded Gospel, you will do good
in the world beyond what you ca'n imagine. You
will redeem your honourable profession from the
injury which bad men have done to its reputation;
and you will obtain a patronage for it verydift'erent
from that which the Satyr in the idle story of
your Saint Evona has assigned to it.

Your celebrated Ulpian wrote seven books, to,
shew. the several punishments which ought to be
infticted on christians. It is to be hoped that you
will invent as many services to be .done to the
~useof christianity, services to be performed for
the kingdom of your Saviour., and methods by
which to demonstrate that you yourselves are
among the best of christians.

I am not sure that our Tertullian was the gentle­
man of that name, who hath some Consulta in the
Roman Digesta; which Grotius and others will not
admit: yet Eusebius tells us that he was well
.skilled in the Roman laws: and in his writings you

ft. ...-.-Jtf........-w

-."....----
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find many law terms, particularly " Prescriptions
against Heretics," which were, as we learn from
Quintillian and others, the replies of defendants
to the actions of the plaintiffs. I propose that
others of the faculty study all possible" Prescrip­
tions" against those who would injure the cause
of christianity, and" apologies" for the church
and cause of our Saviour. Bnt, sirs, it must first
of all be done in your own virtuous, exact, up­
right conduct, under all temptations. The mis­
carriages of some individuals must notbriDg' a
blemish on a noble and useful profession.

But although the profession in general must not
be blamed for the faults of a few, yet many will
allow the justness of the following answer, which
occurs in a late publication, entitled, " Examen
Miscellaneum:" "A lawyer who is a knave, de­
serves death more than the man that robs on the
highway; for be profanes the sanctuary of the dis­
tressed, and betrays the liberties of the people."
To avoid such a censure, a lawyer must shun all
those indirect ways of" making baste to be rich,"
in which a man cannot be innocent: such ways
as provoked the fatber of Sir Matthew Hale to
abandon the practice of the law, on account of the
extreme difficulty of preserving a good conscience
in it. Sir, be prevailed upon constantly to keep
a court of chancery in your own breast; and scorn
and fear to do any thing but that which your
conscience will pronounce consistent with, and
conducing to_CO Glory to God in the highest,
peace on earth, and good-will towards men." The
very nature of your profession leads you to medi­
tate on " a judgm~nt to come." 0 that you

-----
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would so realize and antedate that judgment, as to
do nothing but what you verily believe will be ap­
proved in it !

This piety must operate, very particularly, in
the Pleading of Causes. You will abhor, sir, to
appear in a dirty cause. Ifyou discover that your
client has an unjust cause, you will faithfully ad­
vise him of it. The question is, " Utrum fal­
laciis et deceptionibus ad convincendum adver­
sarium uti liceat ?-Whether it be lawful to use
falsehood and deceit in contending with an adver­
sary?" It is to be hoped that you have determined
this question like an honest man. You will be
sincerely desirous that truth and justice should
take place. You will speak nothing which shall
be to the prejudice of either. You will detest the
use of all unfair arts to confound evid'ences, to
'brow-beat witnesses, or to suppress what may
give light in the case. You have nothing to ob­
ject to that old rule of pleading a cause: " Cog­
nita iniquitate, a sU8cepto ejus patrocinio advo­
catus desistere debet.-When the guilt of the party
is clearly proved, the counsel ought to withdraw his
support." I remember that Schusterus, a famous
lawyer II.Ild counsellor, who died at Heidelberg in
the year 1672, has an admirable passage in his
epitaph:

" Morti proximus vocem emillit ;
Nibil se ullquam lluasisse consilio,
Cujus jam jam moriturum peniteret."

"When at the point of death he could say, I
never in the whole course of my practice gave an
opinion of which I now repent." A lawyer who
can leave the world with such language as this,
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proves a greater blessing to the world than can be
expressed.

I cannot encourage any gentleman to spend
much time in the stndy of the Cano~ law; which
Baptista a Sancio Blasio has found to contradict
the civil law in two hundred instances. The" de­
crees," the " decretals," the " clementines." and
" extravagants," which compose the hideous vo­
lumes of that law, would compel any wise man
to make the same apology for his aversion to it
which such a one once made: "Non possum. do­
mine, vesci stercore humano :-1 cannot, sir, feed
on that which is vile." Agrippa, who was a doctor
of that law, said of it, " It is neither of God nor
for Him: nothing but corruption invented it;
nothing but avarice has practised it." Luther be~

gan the reformation with burning it. N everthe­
less there is one point much insisted on in the
canon law, which weB deserves your serious
consideration; that is,-RESTITUTION. When
men have obtained riches without right, or have
heaped up wealth in any dishonest and criminal
ways, a restitution will be a necessary and essen­
tial part of that repentance which alone will find
acceptance with heaven. The solemnity of this
thought may stand like an " angel with adrawn
sword" in your way, when you may be under a
temptation to leave the path of duty, to go after
the" wages ofunrighteousness." Our law was once
given to us in French. Many of you, gentlemen,
know the modern French as well as the ancient.
Mons. Placette has given you a valuable treatise of
Restitution, in which there is a chapter," Des
cas ou les Avocats sont obliges a rpstituer-Of the
cases in which counsellors are obliged to make re-

) de -'
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stitution." In that chapter some persons will
find a sad BiU of Costs laxed for them; and among'
other assertions, this is one: " S'il exige une :re,'
compense excessive et disproportionee a ce qu'it
fait, ilest oblige a restituer ce qu'il prend de trop."
In plain English: " Excessive fees must be dis­
gorged by restitution." This sbotrld be:'consi-
dered. ,. , .

, It is an old complaint," that a good lawye.- :as
seldom a good neighbour." YOll know. bow to
confute it, gentlemen. by making your skill in the
law a blessing to the neighbourhood. It was 818rm~d
as long ago' as in the time of Sallust, " Sine Causi­
dicis satis fmlices oum fuete, futuratque' I(oot
lubes-Towns were ha.p·py formerly, when there
were no 10.wYf!l1S I and they wiUbe. so again when
.therace is extinct;" but you' may, if YOG ,please,
,be a vast.accession to the happiness of the placei
where you reside.

You shall ba-ve some of my proposals for it; in
a historicale~hibiaioD. In the life of Mr. -John
.cotton, the author relates- the,following, concern­
il\g his father, who was R la.wyer. "That worthy
ma~ w~s very remarkable in two most a.dmirllble
practices. One was, that when anyone of his neigh­
.botH.!! wishing to sue another, appli€d to him for
:JLdvice, it was. bis custom, in the most persuasive
.and aft'ectionate manner imaginable, to attempt a
-l'fconpilia.tion between both parties ; preferring the

. consolation of being a peace-maker, to all the fees
wlaich he might have obtained by blowing up the
,~ilferences.Another wa.s, he WBS accustomed, every
night, to exa.mine himself, with reflections on the
trRl:ls8,ctjons of the past da.y ; and if he found - that
he had neit.h:er done good to others, ~ox: got good

H
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to his ow-u 80Ul. he waa as mucb .grieYed as Titult '
w~ when ·be oomplained :ill the eveBiag­
" Aaici, dies perditii-My friends! I han lost a
dar·"

What a. noble thing would it be for you to find.
out oppreseed widoW'S and orphans; WId' as lAleb
C8Il appear oDly " in forma pauperis;" and are
objects, in whole oppression" might over~omel

riglM,".generously plead tJaeir cause! "Deliver
t4e,pcMuad needy, and rid them O1It of the band.
ehMwinked"-it will be a glorioll' and a God­
lib-..auon!

AftJueut persona, about to make tlaeir wills,la' frequentl1 ask yOltt advice. Y0'1. may em~

itMee the opport1mity of adving tIlem to .uch
liMfaJity in behalf of pious pu-poEll, as may.-t., advance the kiugdom of God in the world.
AJld, when you itave opportlmity. by law, to
TeBCUe" the things that are God'." from the 11&­

«ilegious hands that woald" mtt God," It Rlay
.be hoped that you will do it with all poaible ge­
.-rosity and alacrity. 0 excellent imitation of our
-glorious Advocate in the heavens!

18 there nothillg to be amended in the laws?
Perhaps you mAy wacover mauy things yet want­
iQg in to lawl; or mischiefs in the execution or
-appUcation of them, which oaght to be provided
against; or misChiefs which IUlnoy mankind,
against which. no laws are yet provided. The re­
formation of the laws, and more laws for the re­
formation of the world, are loudly called for. I do
Dot affirm that our laws could be'so reduced,
that, like those of Geneva, they might be con­
tained in five sheets of paper ; bllt certainly the
laws may beao COl'rected, that the world may

~f
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more seD.ibly a.ud @'enerally enjoy iht be_t· of
them. If some lawyers, ~, .men of ~n excellent
.pmt," woulcidirect tlleir attentwll this way, and
cadJ the attention of the legisl.a.t.re to them, all
the world might feel the belleUt. of it. A worthy
mUl, IDOle than fifty years 84IQ, wrote IUl " Ex­
..men Legum Anglile-An Examination of the
Eac1ilh Laws," y,-hich deserves consideration in
the pmtent clay.

y our l~mingoften qualifies you to" write ex..
eeHent thiBgt," pot·only in yo",r own profQlion.
~t alto on many oth~r ~nter1ainiDg a.u.d edif1iq
lth68e8. The books which haNe been writ.teabT
lel\med lawyers, W'O\Ild, in number, almolt ..*
an .Afl.ezamlriG1'& l~Gry. Judie by a Fl'elaeru·,
catalogue, or by 4 Pryn's peH'orJQ.OCeS. What'
valuable works bavebeen produced by a Qiool.w..
& HaUJ, a Selxhn! Gf'Dtlemen, you may plead the
cause of religion and of the reformatioQ, by 10Uf

well directed pens; and perform innumerable ser­
vices to the public. There is one, at this day.
who~ in his II Hmmy of the Apostle. Creed,"
has obliged us to say, " he has off'ered like a.
KING to the temple of the King of heaven."
May the Lord his God accept him! ,

Should you be- caUed, Sir, to the administration
ofjultice, in the qaality ofa JUDGE, you, will pre­
scribe to yourself --tules, like those which the re­
nowned Lord Chief Justice HALE so re'1igiously
observed, IlS to become a bright example for aU
wbo occupy the seat of judica.ture. The sum of
those rules is as follows:

" That jUlitice be administered uprigbtly, deli­
berately, resolutely.

. ~."ft
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d 'Thltt I rest not oil Diy OW&' understanding,

hut implor~ the direction of God.
"e That in tbe 'execution of Justioe, I carefully

_lay aside my ow1I. pa!'lsions, Rnd not· git"e way- t.
't"bem, howev~r provoked.
'," That I be wbolly intent on the business I
am about.

"That I gulfer not mystilf to be pteipe'tlsessed
with any judgment at all, till all ,tht- bllsiDe~,

anti botfj partiesare heard."
'In tbt> pursuance ofsuch methods' to do' good,

:to serve tht> cllu~e of righteou!JIless, altd introduce
'the pi'Omilfed ag~, hi which " the people I1h&ll alt
be' ri~hteous,"the least of tboS'e glorious recom­
penN~s ybu may expect, wHl be the establisllment
of your profession, in such It reputation,' that the
most prejudiced per30Ds, in the, worl~, when seek­
big to find blemillhes in it, will he obliged to brill&"
.in an Ignoramfl,s.

'SoCI'RTIES FOR THE ttEFO~AIATJON or MAS­

7\ NERS, and for the Suppression of Vice, have be­
. '-sun" to grow into estep.IIi, and it is one of the

'bestomensthat appear in the world. Cf, Behold•
.how great a matter a little (01 thi~ bea~eDly) fire
kin,dleth!" ,Five or six gentlemen in London,
associated, with a heroic resolution, to, oppose
that torrent of wickedness which was carrying all
before it. More were soon added to' their Dum­
ber; and though they met \vith great opposition
(rQ~ ,. wick.ed spirits," ~n~arnate, as well as in"i-
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sible O~, a.nd some in" high places" too, yet­
theY' proceeded with a most bonou~able and in­
vincible {:ourage. Their, success, if nO. propor­
tioned to their cO\lrage, was yet far fr.om· con­
temptible. ,In the punisbments inflicted on th~e

who transgres~dthe laws of,morality, maQY thou-.
sands of sacrifices. were· offered to the holiness of.
God. Htilildr.ds of houses, . whi.ch w,ere the
por~h~ of hell, aJl~ the s~an(lalof the eartp, were
soon sbut up. A remarkable cbeck was giv.en to
the ragiJ1,g profanation of the ,Lord's name;. and
the ,Lord's day was not so openly and horribly ""
~bll!led as before. Among other essays to do good,
they seat~re(l many thot)s8.nds of good books,
among the people, which bad a tendency to re­
form their Qlanners•. It was not. long before this
excellent exam.ple was followed jIJ. otber .P,arts of
the British empire. ,Vir~uoui IIJel1 of variolls ran:ks
and persu~sions,became members of the societies.
Persons high and l()w,~bllrchmen .and, dissente~s,
united; and the union became formidq.ble totpe
powers of darkness. Th.~ report of the societies
flew over the seas, and the pattern was imitated in
other countriei. ,Wise men, in remote parts of
Europe, m~de .this joyful remark y.pon them,
" that they occasion unspeakable, good, and an­
nounce a. more illustrious state of the church ai
God, which is to be expected in th~ conversion
of Jews .and Gentiles." America too, begins t~

be irradiated \vith them. '
I shall bere recite ap ,account, formerly pre­

sented to the public, of what may be effected. by
iuch societies. "What iJJcredible benefits .will
accrue to religion from re forming societies, if the
d,ispositipJ1 to promote them. should not, unhap~



150

pily languish. A small so"iety m~~ prove an in­
valuable bless'lng to a town, wlwse welfarE should
beeoJlle the object of their watchful attention ~

/ they may be. a garrison to defend it from tile
1J'orst of its enemies: tM1 !bay soon render it" II

mountai:tt of Itoliness, and ~ dwelling of righteou9o"
ness." The society may assist in. promoting the
execution oftbose whol80me laws, lIy ..-hich vice
is discourared. 01fende's agai.,et the law may be
kept under such vigilant inBpectiOlI, that they llball

/" not ellCll.pe punisiunent; and censured sibBers will
be reclaimed from their sins; or, at least, tIK­
judgments of Go~ which may be e:ll!pected ....t.e'e
~ch sins are indnlged, will be 4iverted. .. Wllen
....e judse ourselves, the judgments of God ..-iIl
'be avert~d." Sweating al1a cu1'8ing will not in..
ket the air. Men wiJl not reel alaD@' the streets,
transformed into s-wine by drunketmess. The eages
of unclean birds will lH! dissipated. They ,,-bolD
idleness rendered dead wbile tbeylived, will have
an hoDest eHlploYlMnt provided for them. And
the Lord'sdt\y will be visibly kept holy to UI.
Lord.

" Vice is a cowa.rdly thing; it will SoOB shrink
~fore those who boldly oppose it. If any 11111"9,

necessary to remedy what is I1miM, be yet- want-
/'" Jag, the society may apply to the legislative power

to procuTe them. What is defective in the bye­
raws of the town, may soon be supplied. The
election of such officers as may be faithful, and
useful to the public, may be influenced by the so­
ciety. If any personS be notoriously defective in
their dut,., the society may, by suitable admoni·
tions and remonstrances, e~U!e those defects to be

.Amended. lfnny famHiesJive without family wor-,
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ship, the pastor may be informed, WM will yisit
them, and exhort them no longer to remain in
their atheism. If any are in daDger of being led
away by seducers, 0'1' other temp.tion!!, care may
be taken to wal'n them. Scbools of variOIlB kinds
may derive advantage from suob 110 society. C~
lily scho~ mDy be erected, inspected, and sup­
ported. Books and tracts, containing the salt of
heaven, may be, sprinkled all over the land, and
the " savo.r of truth," be diffused about the coun~

try. Finally, the society may find Ol1t woo are
in extrellle I1eeessity, and by their own liberality,
f1't that of. others, may procure assistanee for them.
t" We know that a small society may efFeet

these things, because we know that they have
been done, a'JWl yet the persens who did them have
~en ,concealed ftom tbe world. TO: mindlt ele­
vated "<>'Y8 the dregs of mankind, and endued
,rith any generosity. no other ltrgluneDt to form
suelt a society will be needful, than the prospeet
of so mueh usefulness. This will -strongly re­
commend the design to well-disposed persons, and
they will think it an honour to belong to such It

loeiety."
'the recj,talof these passages may be suificieJrl to

iatroduce the following proposal.
'~at a proper Bumber of persons in a neighbom­

heod, whose hearts God hath inclined to do good.
Ibould form themselves into a society, to meet
when and where they shall agre", and to consider
_" What are the disorders that we may observe
rising among us ; and what may be done, either
t>r ourseh'es' immediately, 01' by others through
0'" advice, to suppress Ohose disorders?" That
\be~ ~~uld ~rocure, if they can~ th.e· presenee0' a.

_.
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.l\linister with them; and every time they meet,
preseut a prayer to the Lord to bless, direct, and

:prosper the design. That they ,yoltld also pro-
/ cUJ;e, if poslible., a Justice of the Peace, to be a

member of the Society. That half-yearly they
chuse two Stewards, to dispatch the business and
messages of the societ1, and. manage the votes in
it, who shull nominate their successors when
their, term is expired. That they would .have a
faithful 1'reasurE'C. in whose bands their stock of
charjtymay ~e deposited; and a Clerk to keep a
sui~able record of their transactions and purposes;
and, finally, that they carryon their whole de­
sign with as luuch modesty and silence as pOS8ibl~.

In a town furnisheJ. with seyeral such societies,
it has been usual fDr them all to meet together
once a year, and keep a day of prayer;. in
which they have humbled themselves for .doing so
little good, and intreated the pardon of their un­
fruitfulness, through the blood of the great Sacri­
fice; and implored the blessing of heaven on those
essays to do good which they have made, the
counsel and conduct of heaven fOl' their further
attempts, and such influences of heaven as may ac·
complish that reformation which it was not in their
power to effect,

I will conclude this Proposal by reciting those
Points qf Consideration, which may be read to the
societi es, ,at their meetings from time to time,
.with lI. proper pause after each of them, that any
member may offer what h~ pleases upon it.
o 1. Is there any remarkable disQrder in the place,
which requires our endeavours for the sopprei'sion ,
of it? and, In what good, fair. likely way QUly
we att.emptit ?
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. 2. Is there any particular person, whose" disor­

derly behaviour may bese scandalous, that it may._
be proper to send him our charitable admonition?
or, Art> there finy contending persons whom we
t>hould'exhort to quench their contentions?
. S. Is there aI)y particular service to the interests
of religion, which we may conveniently request ..­
our ministers to take notice of?
. 4. Is there any thing .which we may do well to
mention and recommend to :the magistrates, fer ­
the furthE'r promotion of good order?

5.• Is there any sort of officers among us who
. are 80 unmindful of their duty, that we may pro~

perIy remind them of it?
6. Can any further methods bede\"ised that ig~

~orance and wickedness may be chased' from ourr­

people in geneml; and that domestibpiety, in par­
ticnlar, may flourish among them?

7. Is there any instance of oppression or fraudu­
lence, in the dealings 6f any -sort of people, which .­
may call for our efforts to prevent it in future?

8. Is there any matter to be humblyrecommeaded
to the legislative power, to be enacted into a law for­
the public benefit?

. 9. Do we know of any person languishing under
heavy affliction, and what can we do for the suc­
cour of tbat afflicted neighbour?

10. Has any person a,,t:!,foposa! to make, for the
further advantage, aSSi~~1,J.ee,,·{\J1d usefulness of. . ..
tbis society? I

Reader-" Look now towards heaven, and tell
~ile stars, if thou be able to number theqt;" yea, I

tell first the leaves of a Hercynian forest, aqd the
drops of the Atlantic ocean...,-then tell, how many

ao
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~ thiags may be done ., locietiea G'IIJDOO men',
ha.in~ s1Ieh points of ClOMSidemUon hefMc! t.lMb.

Au6 yet, after aU, whelllHleb s$Cieties ltave done
all the good they caIt, aad notlting but good; and
walk on ia. a more anspotted brightnes8 thaD tltM
of the mOOD 18' heaTeD, let them, expect t~ be ma­
lignee aact »belled as" a set of tfeoeltdrela who ll1'e

maintained by lying, letft God for IIDfillJhteou
pia, fer~ WbJ'eao fer nbeisfleoee, and are Bot
lDGr8 zea.boU& ~aa.8t imMorality itt their iDfmma­
tions, than fOT it in ihei. o,,,n practice; avoiding
DO sin in 'hem8e1ves~ 1:04 std'eringnone' in other
peep~." 1 suppose that ~y .who pUblish their
censures on" The manners of the II.g~" ttriU tllos
epress t:heir uta.ty, beell.1IIIe'they A4~~80ne' 80.

Sin ! " add to yout' faj to., eouraget and he- armed
... illch II; t40itLl of it•.

WE will' not propose that our EltlaYIJ to do goorl.
~hould' ever come to a close; but we will now put
a close to our tender of Proposals for them; I shaH
'therefore conclude with a·Catalog1l8 De8iderato~m,
or a mention of some obvious and'general services,
for the kingdom of God among men, to which
it' is desirable that religious persons should be
awakened.· .

l. The propagation of the holy and glorious re­
ligion of Christ ; a religion which emancipates ntan­
kind from the worst kind' of' slavery and misery, and

• Diflicilem rem optas. g.ben. bllllla.i innocentiam: If you IODlf
lor ti,e' reformation ofmaukhldj YOll:1lre 10000Dg for tw.e whidl It ii
.ifficult to occomplj,b.· .

_,. 'iIII
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wonderfully ennobles it;. and whibh alone lM'epat'eS
mell for- tIte blessedzrese.of allotller w01l!d. Why is'
this 00 more attempted by it! rn-ofe.sors? Pr()\oo'
telftants, will you be oat-done by Popish idolaters 'I'
Q _he vlt8t pato8 whieh those bigot! have tttken to
earry on the Romtl!lh merchandize and idolatry! N.'
less'thaD six hertdred clergymen, in the order of
tbe J ....its aloae, have, within a fe.... years, em..
barked for Cltina, to win over that mighty nalioa­
to their blLStard christianity. No less thaIIJfive bUIl­
dred oftheBl Jost tlleir Jives ia the ditlietlitiee of
their' enterprize, and yet the sunivors go t'JD with it,
expr'essinog a 80rt of regret that it $eU not to their'
share' to make a sacrifice 9ftheir. li"e&in attempting
the propagatioYl of their religion. "e my God, I,
am Mhadred, And blush to lift up my fl1c@ to taee,
~y God!" WIIo can: teU what great things .-igJrt
be done if our trading camPlliries and fatttn'ies would
!tet apart a lIIore conlliderablepai& of their gains for
this work, and wollld prosecute it more ,z;igoreoly.
The proposal whish Gordon bas made'a:t.the end. of
bis " Geography," that all p8reoBs of propert,.
,",ould appropriate ~ small part of their wealth to'
this pnrpose, shoulc.t. be more a.ntively OOD8idere4.,
What hag a.lready been done' by the Dutch, Dlis­
si<maries at Ceylo~ aDd the Danish milllJioaaries at'
Malabar, one wt)ttld imagine anfticient. to 8Xcit8 U8­

to iJilitate them.
Ifmen of zeal fOY ewmselisiilg and iHbmipAtiag,

a mi~rable world,.'#oald leam the languages of'
!lome na1ioBs which. are yet unevangelised, aad
walt on the pt'ovidenceof heaVeD to direct tbeRw*o·
some aposlolical undertakings, and to bless- tlbem
tlteJein, "he ea.n tell what mi&lrt be doil.e! Wff.-

--- .. -oL- ._. --..... __
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knoW" what Ruffirius relates concerning the con­
version of the Iberians, and what Socrates mentions
concerning the things done by Frumentius and
A erleaius in the inner India,
•. In . this subject there· are two thing1l worthy of
remark.'"
. , First, it is. the opioao~ of some: Seers, tlmt until
tbeTemple be cleansed, theN! will be no general ap­
pearance ofthe,natioDs to worship in. it..And the
truth is, therew-ill.be danger ,until, then, that many
pel'llOns active iIi societies for the propagation of rl'-
'lIginn;I~8Y.be more intent on prapagating theirown
'little forms, flLllcies, .a.nd interests, than the more
weighty matters of the gospel. Yea, it will bewel1

/" jf they heinot,unawares, imposed upon, to injure
;the cal1se.of.christiB.nity whereit is well established,
·'White places ill the OOighbourholild wholly unevan­
gelise'd may lie ne~leeted. Let us therefore do what
''We'oan'1owards the r~ormatiQnof the Cbut:Ch, in
grdiHto Hs mrla,rgement.

"j Seaondl~, Itjs: probable thai the Holy Spirit will
l;>e~~ bestowed of!; the. Cburch for its enlarge­
.ment, .in ·operations similar to tbose w hicb, in the
,lrst'8~8'-ofChristianity,.were granted, for itllplan.
"'tation. :The Holy Spirit who ha, withdrawn' from
the 'apolltate CHuroh .will come. and abide with, us,

·'and render this,worldliltea." watere". garden."
./

His irresistible influences will cause whole" natioDli
'.:to .\)eoorn in ,8 .day." He will Dot only convert,
"but unite his people. By him, God. will ",dwell
> with lnen." W0uld not our heavenly Father give
(hiaHoly Spirit if h. were, more earnestly, entreated
lofhim! "

{.II. Ris lame:rNClble to observe tbe iiUorance IUlQ

if
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wic~edness yet remaining, e-ven in many parts of
the British dominions: in Wales~"in the Highlands
of Scotland, aod in Ireland. Are the Gou~e8 all
dead? There are pretended shepherds in the world,
who will never be able to answer before the Son of
God, for their laying so little to heart the de­
plorable circnmfltances of so many persons whom
they might, if they were not scandalously negli­
gent, bring to be more acquainted with the only
Saviour.

III. Why is nothing more effected for the poor
Gre~ks, Armenians,Muscovites, amI othE.'r Chris­
tiaDs, who have little preaching, and no printing
among them? If we were' to send them Bibles,
Psalten, and other Books of Piety in their own
language, they would be noble presents, and God
onl y knows how useful.

IV.' Poor sailors, and poor soldiers call for our
pity. They meet wi th great troubles, and yet their,
manners seldom discover any good efrecUl of their
trials. What shall be done to make tb~m a better
let of men? Besides more books of piety distri­
buted among them, other methods must be devised.
" Cadit asinus, & est qui sublevat: perit auima,
at noB est qui manum appoDat!" "An ass f~Ult

and the first who comes lifts him up: a soul is
on the brink of ruin, and not a hand is .stretched
out." Let Austin awaken us.

V. The Tr~Bmaf1,'8Iibraryshould be more en­
riched. We bave seen" husbandry spirituali~d;"

the employment of the " sbepherd spiritualized;"
.. navigation spiritualized;" and the " .weaver,"
0.110 furnished with agreeable meditations., To
'pI'E'ad the nets of salvation for men' in the-way of

. tbeir peROD,al ct\lIiDgs, aDd tocol1vey ~ioUB
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tbo~ht8 itt \he terms tind braoohes of their per­
soool callings, il ·a r~l service to the ioterests of
piety. A book also that shall be an" Onomato­
logia Monitoria," a" Re.embraneer from names,"
and shall advise persons h.w to make their DIl.meB

the monitors of theIr duty, lBight be Gf IBuch use
to the christened world. ADd a book which .bal}
'be" The Angel of Bethellda," giving instruc­
tions in what manner to improve in piety, by the
several maladies with which any may be aillicted ;.
Ilnd at the same time informiDg them of the IDosl
experimental,natural, and specific remedies if)/"
tbeir disorders, might ~ very useful tc) maokind.

VI. Univer8itiett which shall have more Colltt~·

P-ietatis in them, like those of the eJl~ellen,

Franckiu8 in the Lower Sll.1fony. 0 toM. sucho
institutions were more numerons! Seririnaries- in'
which the scholatlJ may have It. most polile edu-

V cati'on, but not be sent forth wit,h rec&mmenda­
tions for the eVlIDgel~ca} miJ1.istry, till, npon a
strict e~aminatioD it be found that their !Jouls are'
"tired with the f~ar of God, t~- love' of Christ, I\­

teal to do good, and a resolutioD to be&'l' povert11'
reprORCb, and all sorts of temptations, in- the ser- ­
vice of our holy religion. Such characters wOlild
be the wondoers of the world;- amd wbat wonders
mightthey d6'in the world!

Let Charity-schooltt also ,.. incr.ease, a'Ild multi­
ply:" Charity"schools which· may pt'o\'id~ sUbjects·
(or the great Savio1l'l', blessingS' for the next gene­
ration : Charity-schools, not perverted to the ill
purpose of introducing iii defeetivecbristianity.-

VII. It is the part of wisdom to observe liIrDd
plltSu~ tkse 1hing4 ""hich, so far as we utlder8t&J1'1.
by the boob f)f tbe sacred Prophecy, are' to be:

- ;
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ike work, qf our day. When the time had arrived
that Antichrist should enter his last " half-time,"
one poor monk proved a main instrument of wrest­
ing from bim half his empire. Thus to fall in
with tbe designs or Divine Providence, is tllt! way
to be wonderfully prospered and honoured. The
wGrks of our day} take to Le as follows:

1. Tberevrnl of Primiti~e Christianity: to en·
deavour to restore every thing or th~ primitiye chll·
raeter. •The apostacy is going oft. The time for
e1eansing the tem'ple comeS' on. More EDW.AKn8

, would be vast blessings, wben the primitive doe­
trines of christianity are corrupted.

~. The persuadmg of the Eq,ropean pmvers to
shake off the chains of popery. Let this argO'"
ment be used: there is DO popish nation but would,­
by embracing the protestant religion, not OBly in­
troduce itself into' It glorious liberty, but also
would double its wealth immediately. It is stranwe
that this has not been more attended to. Let i't
be prosecuted with more demonstration. A eel"·
tain writer has shown, thatthe abolition of popery

. in England, is worth at least eigh~ millions sterli~

to the na1ion, annually. Let this a1'gn~nt, arising
from interest, be tr'ied with othet nations.

S. Tbe formation and quickening of the people .....
who are to be" The ~one cut out of the InOUftlo

tain." In this thing, all' in some others. " None
or the wicked shit understand; but the wise skU
understand." God will do his own work in his
own time and roanner; and Austin says, " Utile
est ut taceatur aliquod verbum, propt~r ineapaces-:"
n 1t is advisable to' withhold pari of what I meant
to sar, because 01 men's iBcltpaoity to· ,eeeive it,"
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CONCLUSION.

" The zeal of tbeLord of; Hosts will perJorm
these things:" a zeal inspired and produced by
the Lord of Hosts in his faithful serva.nts, will Plolt
them upon the performauce of such. things. N0­

thllig has yet been proposed that is impracticable:
" Non fortia loquor, sed possibilia:" ," I men,­
tion not t~ings of great difficulty, but such RS

are within our power." But Eusebius has tapg,llt
me, " Vere magnum est magna facere. & teipsum
putare nihil:" " It is truly noble to do great
things, and yet to esteem yourself liS nothjng."
Sirs, while pursuing such a course of actions as
'has b~n described above ; actions which are far

, ,mQre glorious than all the ~c4ievemellts of ~vhich

,those bloody plunderers whom we call conqlleror~ .
have made a;wretched ostentatioJl ;:-still humility

'mu,st ..crown the whole. Without this they are all
nothi~g: nothing, without a sense that y.ou are
llothi,Dg, and a willingne~s to be so esteeUJed.
,You must ,first, most humbly acknowledge to the
great God,," that after yOIl have done all, you
are unp1on~able servants;" that you have Dot only
don~ th.at " wpich was your duty to d~," bu.t
a~~,thl\t you have fallen e~ceedinglyshort of your
',~ duty." If God should abase you ~ith very
dark disp~n,satioij~of his providencf, after all your
,ind~atigu.bleand dif'in~erested " essays" tt> glorify
'bi~, bumble yourselves before him; yet abate DO­

'thing. of your exertioas. Persevere, saying, my
God wilL. humble me, yet will I glorify bi~.

Lord, thou art righteous. Still will I do all I
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can to promote thy glorious kingdom. This act
of humiliation is indeed comparatively eo.:"y. There.
is one to be demanded of you, of much greater
difficulty; that is, that you humbly submit to all
the discredit which God may appoint for you
among men. Your adorable Saviour was one
·who always " went about doing good." Man­
kind was never visited by a benefactor like him:
And yet never was anyone so vilified. Had he
been the worst malefactor in the world, he could
not have been treated in a worse manner. He ex­
postulated with them, and inquired, " For which
of my good works do you thus treat me?" Yet
they continued the same conduct: they hated;
him, they reproached him, they murdlilred- him.
Austin very truly said, " Remedium elationts est
contuitus Dominicre crucis;"" A sight of our
Lord's cross is a certain cure for pride." It win
also be a remedy for discouragement: it will keep
you from sinking, as well as from being lifted up.
You are conformed to your Savioudn your watch~
ful endeavours to " do good," and to be "fruit­
ful in every good work." But your conformity
to him yet wants one point morp. to render it com­
plete; that is, to be" despised and rejected of
men;" and patiently to bear the contempt, the­
malicl.>, and the abuse of a " perTerse generation."
One of the fathers, who sometimes wanted a little
of this grace, could say, " Nihil est nos ita et
hominibus et Deo gratos facit, quam si ·vitae
merito magui, et hUl",i1itate infimi simus;" " No­
-thing makes us flO agreeable in the sight of God
and man, as to rise high by our good ~ctious.

and yet sil~k low in humilitr." , .
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It is an excelleDt thing to ctt.ne to nothing in

your own esteem. If you hear the hopes of un­
friendly men that you will come to nothing; he~r

it witll as much satisfaction as they can hope fOE

it. In this sense embrace ezinanition ~d annibi~

lation. A person who had been a famous " doer
of good," was much affected with tbe picture of.
devout man, to whom a ..aiee came down from
heaven, "What wouldst thou have mc do for
thee 1" To which be replied, " Nothing, Lor~
but that I may be permitted to suffer contempt for
thy sake."· Sirs, let· it be seeD someW'here else
than in picture: be yoursell'es the '1eality: and
tbus "let p~tience htLve its perfect work."

I hope .you- are too wise to imagine that ~caase
you are never wP8.ry of well.doing, you wtlL there­
rore be l!·niversally well spoken of. No; it will
'e just the cootl'8.ry. To do .U, aDd to bear
evu, is tbe common experience, and should be 0111'

constaat expectation. And for this tmreasonablt:­
tla:ing~ J1lJ841 rtJallOtul may be given. It will be
impossib~ to do much good without some persons
aecoantiug. themsetves injured by wba-t you' d.o.
Y 0\1 ..ill unavoidably serve sQme interestato wbie'"
otben are initDtieal. It ia also the natllre of 'IItfMt
~n to take up itrange prejudices against their
best friend.. and to be averse to none so much as
to them. Now we may every where see those
concerning whom .we are told, .. Madness is ill
~ir hearts." This will appear in their unac"
countable prejud.iees against those who most of all
seek their good. Then" he teareth me in his

• " Quid vis fieri pro t~ 1" II Nibil, DoDlill~, lWii pnt\: et COil·
teIIlni pro ..1"
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wra\h who hatetb me: be gna.she~h upon me
with his teeth: mine enemy sbarpendh hi~ eyei'
upon me." A benefactor will perhaps be ho­
noared as the Lindians worshipped Hercules, by
cursing and throwing stones. The wrath of Gocl
against a sinful and miserable world, is likewise
discovered in this matter. Hmen who are always
iDtent on doing good, were ,so generally beloved al:ld
esteedl~d as they ought to be. they would become
iostruments of doing more good than the justice
of heaven ~n yet' alloW' to be done for a sinful v
world. The world is neither worthy of them, nol
of the good which they endeavour to perform.
To deprive the world of that good, mankind mttsf
be permitted to entertain a strange a...ersion to thOle
persons who woold fain perform it. This CTamps
aDd fetwH theDl, and defeats their excellent pur.
poses.

Nor is the great adversary idle on this oceftsion~

The man who shall do mueb good, will thereby
do much harm to his empire. It would be snt­
prising ifthe devililhould Dot" seek to devour," ...­
or take an exquisite revenge npon such men of
God. And unless God should lay an uncommoll' ,
restraint upon that " wicked one," such is "the
power of the adversary," and so great an influence
bas he over the minds of multitudes, that he·
will bitterly revenge himself upon any r£>markll.ble·
" doer of good:" he will procure him n troop of
enemies, and whole vollies of reproaches. But ()
thou servant of God, by Him thou shalt "run
through a troop;" by. thy God thou llbalt " leap
over a wall." We should be so far from won­
dering tbat wielt~d men are enraged at the man
who does much good; that they spread so mtHlY

-
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false reports, and write so mnny libels 00 his, cha­
racter; that we ought rather ·to wonder the devil
does not make this world hotter than a Baby­
Ionish furnace for him; too hot for his continuing
ill it. Sirs, if you will do much, it is very likely
that the devil may sometimes raise upon your op­
portunities to do good, such a horrible tempest as
may tbreaten their utter ruin. YOll Illay fear to
have your serviceable41ess--the" apple ofyour eye"
strack out: you may be driven to prayers, to tean,
and to frequent fasting in secret, on this account.
Prostrate in the dust, you must offer up your sup­
plications witb strong crying and tears, to Him
that is able to save your" opportunities of useful­
ness from death:" you must cry .out, "0 de­
liver my soul," my servicenbleness, "from tbe
sword, my darling from tbe power of tbe dog!"
The ,vords of great Baxter are to the purpose,
and worthy to be introduced on this ocOOBion:

" The temptations and suggestions of Satan, yea,
and often his exterpal and con trived snares, are
such as frequently to give men a palp.able discovery
of his agency. Whence is it tbat s,uch wonderful
successive trains of impediments are set in th£>
way of almost every man tbat intends any great
and good work ill tbe world? I have, among men
of my own acqllaiI~tance,observed such wonderful
frustrations of many designed excellent wor,kS, by
such strange unexpected means, such a -variety of
them, and so powerfully carried. on, that I Lav.e
been convinced there is a most vehement ip.visihle
malice permitted by God to resist mankind, and
to militate against all good in the world. Let l\

man have any work of the greatest nattlr~l impor­
tanc4!', which tenqs ~o po &"reat, bene~t to .IlllU~,
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kind, artd he may proceed without any extraordi­
Dary impediment, But let him have Wly great de­
sign for the common good, in things that tend to
destroy sin, to heal divisions, to revive charity, to
increase virtue, and to save men's souls, yel!-" or
to the public common felicity; and his. impedi­
ments shall ~e so multifarious, so far.-fetched, so
sub til, so incessant, and in spite of all his care
and resolution, usually so successful, that he shall
seem to himiielf like a wuu that is held fast hand
and foot, while he sees no one touch him; or
that sees a hundred blocks brought and cast before
him in his way, while he sees no one do ito"

I have transcribed tbis passage that such, oppo­
sition may not come upon anyone unexpectedly.
o thou doer of good, expect a contlict with
wicked spirits in high places, to clog all the good
thou dost propose to do. Expect that they will make
ceaseless endeavours to overwhelm thee by instill­
ing into the minds of men vile idE-as concerning
thee, and by putting into their mouths calumnies
against thee. These will be some of their de­
vices to defeat all thy proposals: " Be not igno­
rant of Satan's devices."

Yea, and if the devil were asleep, there is ma­
lignity enough in the hearts of wicked men them­
selves, to render a man who wishes to do good
very offensive and troublesome to them. They are
the offs,pring of him who "slew his brother, be­
caU!'ie his works were righteous;" and thf?y will
malign a man because he is llseful to other men.
Indeed, "Malis displicere est laudari," "To be
spoken ill of by the wicked is to be praised."
'Vicked men will curse a man because he is a bless­
ing. Bas~ fUld wicked disposition!
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I happened once to be pre!ltDt in the room
where a dyiDg man eould not leave the world llotil
he had lamented to a Minister, whom he had
sent for on this account, the unjust caillmnies and
injuries which he bad often cast upon him. The
Minister asked the poor penitent wbat was the oc­
casion of his abusive conduct; whether he had
been imposed upon by any false reports. The man
made this horrible answer: uNo, sir; it was
merely this; I thought you were a good man, and
that yon did mucb good in tbe world, and there­
fore I hated you. Is it possible, is it possible,''-

./ said the poor sinner, U for such a wretch to find
pardon 1" Truly, though other c~uses may be
assigned for the spite and rage of wicked men
against a person of active benevolence, yet I shall
not be deceived if I fear that a secret antipathy to

v the kingdom of God lies at the bottom of it. Or.
in proud men it may frequently be pale en"y, en­
raged that other men are more useful in the world
than they, and vexing themselves witb more than
Sicilian torments, at the sight of 1\'hM God and
man unite to perform. "They see it and are
grieved." "He is not a good man who has not
goodness enough to call forth envy and hatred:'·
But yOU'Illust not "think str ange of the trial,"
if men " speak evil of you," after you have done
good to many, yea to those very persons who
thus speak. It will not be strangE" if you should
.. hear the defaming of many;" if the men who
do not love the holy ways of the Lord in his
churches, should have no love to you; if javelins
should be thrown at you with the. most impetuous

• NOD boaul elt qui lIoa ad ia.,idiam usque bOIlUI eat.
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rage; and if pamphlets tilled with falsehood and
slander should be published against you. God
may wisely and in mueh faithfulness permit these

. things, .. to hide pt"ide from you." " 0 how much
oftbat deadly poison, pride, still remains within
us ; Cor which nothing IhOl't of poison is an anti~

dote !". Alas! while we still carry about us, the
:grave-clothes oC pride, these rough bands are the best
that «'an be employed to pull them otT. If you
shoald meet \Vith such things, y{Yu must bear them
with much meekness, much silence, great self-abase­
ment, and a disposition to forgive the worst of aU
yonrpersecutors. "Being defamed, you must
entreat." Be well plel1$d if you can redeem any
opportunities to do good. Be ready to do good
even to those from wbom yeu suffer evil. Aud
when you have done all the good in your power,
account yourselC well paid if you escape as well as
the crane did from the wolf; if you are not pu­
nisMd for what you do. In short, be insensible of
any merit in your performances. Lie in the dust.
and be willing that both God and man should
lay you there. Endeavour to reconcile your mind
to indignities. Entertain them with all the calm­
ness and temper imaginable. Be content that
three hundred in Sparta should be preferred before
you. When envious men can fix upon you no other
blemish, they will say of you, as they said of Cy­
prian, that you are a proud man, because you do
not jog. on in their heavy road of slothfulness.
Bear this also, with a still more profound humi­
lity. It is the Jast effoI't usually made by the dying

'" 0 quantum elt Tellenum Inperlli=r, quod non (lntest nili TeDeDO
-curari.
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" pride of liCe," to bear the charge of pride with
impatience.

Ye useful men, your acceptance with your Sa­
viour, and with God througb, him. and your re­
compence in the world to come, are to carry you
cbeerfully tbrou~hall your" essays" at usefulness.
To be" repropate for e"ery good worW' is a cha­
racter from whiqh it will be the wisdom of all
men to fly, with the greatest dread imaginable.
And to be "always abounding in the work of
the Lord" is the truest and highest wisdom. It is
the " wisdom w hicb is from above, full of mercy
and good fruits." The sluggards who do no good
in the world, are" wise in their own conceit;"
but the men who are diligent in doing good, can
give such a reason for what they do, as proves
them to be real(v wise. Men" leave off to be
wise," when they leave off to " do good:' The
wisdom of it appears in this: itis the best way of
spending our time; that time is well spep,twhich
is employed in doing good. It is al,,,o a sure' Rnd
·pleasant way effectually to bespeak the, blessings
,of God on ourselves. Who so likp!y to.find ble88-

'ings as the men that are b~ing;:? It has been
said, .. Qui bene vivit, semper orato." "He who
lives well, always pray!'." ..\ond I will add, " Qui

/ bene agit, bene orat." •. He who acts well, prays
well." Every action we ,perform for the kingdom
of God, is, in effect, a prayer for the blessing of
God. While we are at work for Gf}d, certainly
he will be at work for us and ours. He, will do
for us far more than we have ~oJle for p,im;
"more than we can ask or think." There i-s a.
voice ill every good action; it is this: " 0 do
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gbCJd:u~. ~that .~ ~tld\~" ~hWiJ.;mr ~

~;.iIlltlstlLinS 'he'~,(1f Btmetlictutfalit&:
Y_lmthh&retHyi beltBi8more pMtm\tl8!"~ffeCtOf
wltatftido.; whllei.we ~¢OT01lr iM~iOtt'f8r/the

iDt~e_.ltGod, i4; i3. TJf!f1 p'r.bl~ tliat we·.t
ah..~ it; feW· lftir OWB; ,We' sUUU!le'eotne- the
1d0fti .iiefMt' ou~el¥es~ ~eefili~·.~ h~:~

'··wme ·tto' dG goEid."'· And ofilie' mim· wfto"is
oompaRdti 81 " kee tliaFbrlI1~'f()Ttb.. 'f'rl!'it;~ ; ft
~, ~ Wha.t~eve1he chtetli shall- pl'osper·r :!fat
aha IBntake'a reaiHer- way to' ,U live'joyru.lly.'idt
the days of the life of his vanity, whi'c1ll ad!

'hath gi'\'eu.: him. und~rthe SUn:" For;' in this
cWle' oUl"tife wiII not be' throWn .away' in' "' ~a­
nity," nor &hall we live "in vain:." M1. ftJ.tind~

~':G()· th, l'ttty," -and. be'joyftiI; '~llfOr ·God· ac~

eeptetb fhy works." Om- u. few'and evill" days
at'e tendered mlleh less so,:bY" out 'doing g6bet ~
E!very on~ of them, as it rolts; oter' our' head~:
V'eai, tl\e holy' spirit' of! God; who is tti.e· quiak.~

eller of those' \Tho .. d'O good· without eeaSfu~:·

wilt &1so·betbei!' comf6rtJer:' EVery day i'n" wbid..
~ are active for the' kingdom of-ead'; wiIr'be'jJi
Borne measure a dar of p.eriteoostto us j Ii. day ot
the !ioly Spirit's coming' upon' Us'. ' Th~' ~oilljola­

tiens of God,"wiH not be' Q: small'" ~ith' th~
Blah who is full of, contrivaneesfokl God~ and Cot
:hill kingdom... In short, we' read;'"', tb~ valIies:
arelC()~er~ ove~ wit'h cofu;' they shout fui'j6y;
they il,1so stUg-." We inay be in ltiw .!circum~

stltnces; in the valk-yo(' liumiHati6n, 'tint', if "'&
ahou'nd in the,t\'uits df wcll~doittg;~ we shaIl!ffud'
ttti9' l'Mley" ceveredover' Witri corti.., When
this is the case,. wesh~ll, ""gqut f9~ j~y~ Il,tld alSo
,ing." The consciousness of what we do, and' ofi

1
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,,,h~~ w'~'aiJJl;~ dO,'will :be a " CoQt.tnUIJ, feaH"
,to u~.', '.' Our' rejo~ing is this, the, testimony
'of our,c9Dl!lCienoo," "Recte fecissemerees est't'
~~algpptl ~ct~, is its own reward." Indeed. the
j)~.uw*~..~ iBie~perieD.Ced in, the perfor.Dl&Roe of
iopdl:~ti'W-s,'is ine~pressible, is, u.nparalle1ep, is
angf!lical; it js a m06t refined ple~ure, more ,to
~eillfq,i~d,~hanl ,any sensuai gratification. ,Plea­
~l¥e "!M, JpQssince defined, " The result, of, some
~~llent tl.ctio¥.!' '. This pleasnre is a 89l;'t of.~
/A!.:I:ury•.. ,MOlit piti,able are they who will eontin..e
.tr.w~rsto it!

When the useful man ,comes to his Nunc eli­
miJ,ti8, ihen h~who lived beloved, sbal{«lie la­
m~I\~'i It shall be witnessed and rememQered of
him,' ': ;That he was one who did good in Israel :"
---Ap. -e'pitap~, thegloJl of which ,is far beyond
t~at ()f the. ID()st s~t,ely, pyramid. The~ ~e ca­
luplDi~tor~,who onqeendeavoured to destroy bis
reputq.tio", 84a11 ~ve,nothing to rellect upon but
the impoteDc~ of th~ir own defeated malice. A
1!hir8ite8 will not ,h4I.ve a more disadvantagepus
~ticlei ,~n hill. ch8f8:cter than this. That he w~ au
~neIIlY to such a Uly88U.

But what shall b~ done Cor this good man' in th~

heavenly world! His ,part and his work in the ci.ty
of God are a~ present incomprfhensible tq us: ,but
the;" k~ndness" Which, his God will shew t~ him
in the " stroug ,city," will be truly" marvellous.::
Austin, writing on this subject, exclaimed, " Ho.w
great will be the feHcity of that city, where no
evil will be seen, no good concealed.". The at­
temp~ which the Christian hi'll made to fill this

'. Quauta eri&llia felicitaa, 1l1li pullum ent ma1uUI, DuUllm l..tebit
"WIll.. , .
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~Q,ld ~~ll", righteous thin@fst, are' so many
tokElf,1s,(or g09,dto bim,thatbe shall have a por­
tiQ:Q. jn tha~ wodd .wherein sballdwellnothing but
~' right~o~ess" , He will be i.ntroduced into that
:world,with a ,sentence froID, the, JI)outh of the glo­
r~ous, Jesu,s, whioh,will be: wor:th ten thousand .'
wprlds :-" Well dqne, g,ood; and fait.hful ser- V
vant!" Ana, O! what shall be done for him!
He has ~on~ \Vh~~ he, could for the honourof
the King of Hea,ven; and every thing shall be done
for him tilat,can he donefor ooe .whom the King
of Heaven " delighteth to ,honour~:'

• I willgive y:ou, the whole,suJIiltledupin one word:
I' Mercy, apq., trut4 shall b~ to them' that devise
good," Y~' children ,of, God, there is a ,chara.cter
of" mency and truth'" in all, the' good that you
devise. You devise how to de~inercifully and
truly with everyone, and to induce everyone to do
so too. And the mercy and truth of God, which
are for ever engaged on your behalf, will suffer you
in this life to " lack no good thing," and will here­
afteI' do you good beyond what the heart of man
can yet conceive. A faithful God bas promised
it-" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken' it."

I remember what Calvin said when the order for
his banishment from ungrateful Geneva was brought
to him: " Most assuredly, if I had merely served
man, this would have been a poor recompence:v
hut it is my happiness that I have served Him who
never fails to reward his servants to the full extent
of his promise."·

• Certe si bominibus oervivissem, mala mihi mereeo perlOlveretur,
sed bene cot, quod ei inaervivi, qui nunquam 1I0Jl lervisluil Iepelldil,
'1uod lemel proDliJil.

••
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t lIwilllcoD.01udewith; a dMlWailoil Wlich I· Witt

boldlJl ma:iaWA: Iiis·tbis:·Wete')~· iiau' abte--to
wri te in. SlWen lau,ua:ge8 ;'-coald he '<laiPy· CO11'Verse
with the sweetw of&ll the- liberal sciences to wmeh
the most .aocomplished' men make pretensions-;­
w.ere 'he toentertaiu himself: with· all ancient and
model'll hiatory; and could he f€'li.st'coritinually on
tlae curiosities: which the dlfferent branch~of learn­
ing'may disoover to him: all this- would' Dot afford
the' fDlvisbingsatisf'(l,ctiou which be might find in
felier;iDg thedistre88es ofa poor miserable neigh­
bour; nor would it bear any comparison with Hie
healltfelt deligbt wbiOhhe might nt)tAinby doing
a1l1Y extealive servioe to the kingdom of our great
Sa:vioUl in the world, Of by exerting' his efforts to
redreu the mi.series- under wbich mankind is' gene­
rally la:nguishing.

'.

I~
W. l'Iillt, PriDter, Old Bailry, Londo••
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