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Lesson One

Wha^ Is the Tithe?

Many professing Qiristians believe
that tithing was an institution o£

, the Mosaic law, that it was in
tended for the ancient Hebrews but
not for people of the present age.
These individuals object to tithing, saying
that we are no longer under the law of
Moses but that through faith in Jesus
Christ we are under grace and truth. Their
contention is that we have no right to
teach tithing now, as it belonged to the
old dispensation and is not of the new.

It is true that under the law of Moses a
tenth part of all the increase of the flocks,
of the land (fruit, grains), of all income
was to be given into the Lord's treasury.
Tithing however did not begin with the
Mosaic law. Long before Moses' day Mel-
chizedek, king of Salem, blessed Abraham
saying: "Blessed be Abram of God Most
High, possessor of heaven and earth: and

3



AS YOU TITHB SO YOU PROSPER

blessed be God Most High, who hath de
livered thine enemies into thy hand." In
response to this blessing Abraham gave to
Melchizedek tithes of all he possessed.

This has a special significance for us
and opens new angles of thought concern
ing the subject of tithing. Abraham, a Jew
exalted through grace by virtue of God's
promise to him that he should become the
father of many nations, gave tithes to
Melchizedek, a Gentile king, Melchizedek
offers us a fitting type of Christ as king-
priest. He had no recorded genealogy, nor
time of birth, nor time of death, nor
father, nor mother, nor children. He was
king ofSalem, which means "peace." Mel
chizedek means "king of righteousness."
He was high priest not by human but by
divine authority. In the 7th chapter of
Hebrews these things are set forth. The
first three verses read as follows: "For
this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of
God Most High, who met Abraham re
turning from the slaughter of the kings
and blessed him, to whom also Abraham
divided a tenth part of all (being first, by
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interpretation. King of righteousness, and
then also King of Salem, which is. King
of peace; without father, without mother,
without genealogy, having neither begin
ning of days nor end of life, but made
like unto the Son of God), abideth a
priest continually." For a clearer under
standing read the entire chapter and see
how Melchizedek was made "not after the
law of a carnal commandment, but after
the power of an endless life." The Lord
Jesus Christ is indicated in the Scriptures
as an abiding priest after the order of
Melchizedek.

"Thouart a priest for ever
After the order of Melchizedek."

The prophets spoke of the coming Mes
siah as the "sun of righteousness" and the
"Prince of Peace."

As Melchizedek blessed Abraham so
Christ blesses us. A right response to that
blessing is the giving of at least the tithe
of all we possess to the Lord and the es
tablishment of the kingdom of Truth in
the earth as it is in heaven. Abraham's
act of tithing is symbolic of each individ-



AS YOU TITHB SO YOU PROSPER

ual's giving recognition to the source of
his supply in God. God is the supplier and
the supply. In giving He is the impulse
and the gift. In giving we share God,
the good, with others, and thus we let our
light shine and glorify God.

Tithing is older than Israel and ante
dates the law of Moses. Jacob, who was
the grandson of Abraham, madea contract
with God after leaving his father's house,
saying, "If God will be with me, and will
keep me in this way that I go, and will
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put
on, so that I come again to my father's
house in peace . . . then ... of ail that
thou shalt give me I will surely give the
tenth unto thee." As Jacob continued in
the "way" he grew in spiritual integrity
until the Lord changed his name to Israel.
"Thy name shall be called no more Jacob,
but Israel: for thou hast striven with God
and with men, and hast prevailed."

It was the Children of Israel that Moses
led from the land of Egyptian bondage.
To them he gave the command to give of
all they possessed to the Lord. They were
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to offer unto the Lord the first fruits of
the land, of animals, of all income. Thus
they were impressed with the fact that
what their father and great-great-grand
father had done in honoring the Lord with
a portion of their goods was right in the
sight of God, and they continued this
good practice.

Throughout Old Testament history the
tithe is mentioned as a reasonable and
just return to the Lord in acknowledg
ment of the good He has given. As long
as these ancient people tithed they pros
pered in all things. "When they withheld
their tithes and became stingy with the
Lord they became diseased and oppressed
with hardships upon every hand. This
holds true today. When we fail to give
proper attention and devotion to the
source of our good we immediately close
the channels to our good. When we turn
and acknowledge God as our resource we
reopen the channels to good and place
about ourselves a wall of protection. Mal-
achi, who stands as the last of the proph
ets of tlie Old Testament age and on the
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threshold of the New Testament age,
makes the above truth dear: "From the
days of your fathers ye have turned aside
from mine ordinances, and have not kept
them. Return unto me, and I will return
unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. But ye
say, N^erein shall we return ?Will a man
rob God? yet ye rob me. But ye say,
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes
and offerings. Ye are cursed with the
curse; for ye rob me, even this whole
nation. Bring ye the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my
house, and prove me now herewith, saith
Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of your ground; neither
shall your vine cast its fruit before the
time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts.
And all nations shall call you happy; for
ye shall be a delightsome land, saith Je
hovah of hosts." This promise can be ex
tended indefinitely, "^atever our busi-

AS YOU TITHB SO YOU PROSPER

ness, profession, or calling, it is incum
bent upon us to return to our Father's
work at least a tenth of all increase, so
that we may enjoy greater blessings and
divine protection.

The tithe is a true method of giving
established centuries ago and practiced
since by spiritual-minded people. Tithing
has not been improved upon as a method
of giving, nor can it be except by increas
ing the proportion given or by giving all
to follow in the steps of Christ. Today, as
in days past, we have freedom in giving.
We can give or not as we choose. We can
fulfill the law and reap the reward, or we
can withhold more than is meet and take
the consequences. Giving is a part of spir
itual worship. This fact has been recog
nized through the ages. Even heathen peo
ple recognize this, for we find them com
ing with offerings to worship before their
idols. Now more than ever before there is
required the giving of oneself, with all
that one is or has, for understanding has
increased.

Right giving loosens the burdens of the
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personal life, unifies us with the universal,
and opens within and without an inflow
and outflow of God's bounty.
"Honor Jehovah with thy substance,
And with the first-fruits of all thine in

crease:

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty,
And thy vats shall overflow with new

wine."

The Hebrews were required to give a
tenth in kind of all the produce of the
land. To quicken the law of prosperity
and keep it working we must return at
least a tenth of our income, and we must
not wait to give our tithe until we have
satisfied all personal desires and paid our
debts to man. Those who meet their ma
terial obligations first, intending later to
give to the Lord, invariably find that there
is little or nothing left to give. If we
would know and realize God's presence
and substance we must put Him first.
Jesus taught this divine order when He
said: "Seek ye first his kingdom, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you." Tithing is one of
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the practical ways of obeying this com
mand. The rewards of comfort, happi
ness, satisfaction, and well-being wUl be
added in overflowing measure.

The exact proportion that we should
give is not stated in the New Testament.
However giving gladly and freely is
taught all through it. Jesus said: "Give,
and it shall be given unto you; good meas
ure pressed down, shaken together, and
runntag over, shall they give into your
bosom. For with what measure ye mete it
shall be measured to you again." "Re
member the words of the Lord Jesus, that
he himself said. It is more blessed to give
than to receive." Jesus commended the
widow who cast her last mite in the treas
ury He knew that in giving freely to the
Lord she would not be made poorer but
richer through her giving.

Jesus recognized the law of tithing and
commended it. However He laid emphasis
upon the inner phase: "Woe unto you.
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
tithe mint and anise and cummin, and have
left undone the weightier matters of the
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law, justice, and mercy, and faith: but
these ye ought to have done, and not to
have left the other undone." There was
no rebuke because of the tithe, but because
the spirit was omitted. A tithe without the
heart is mockery—^with love it is a spir
itual worship and service. The inner sub
stance of the mind and heart should be
dedicated to the Lord as well as the outer
income. If the inner is kept, the outer will
come easily. If our faith is too weak to
attempt the outer, as we keep the inner
the outer will come easily in due season.
The inner is the first essential.

"But this I say. He that soweth spar
ingly shall reap also sparingly; and he
that soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully. Let each man do according as
he hath purposed in his heart: not grudg
ingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a
cheerful giver." It is necessary that we
learn to give gladly and freely, with faith,
joy, and love. To realize our all-sufficiency
in all things we must move in accord with
the law of our being: "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
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with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbor as thyself." We must honor these
commands from within outward.

The basis of tithing is recognition of
God's ownership and man's stewardship.
To understand this truth and to act upon
it brings abundant reward. The chief re
ward is increased spirituality, manifes^g
itself in the blessings ofheart, soul, mind,
and strength that come through conscious
unity with God.

In tithing we direct our income into en
during investments that are of the utmost
value both materially and spiritually. Tith
ing is based upon the innate spirit of
equity that prompts us to be as square
with God as we are with our fellow men.
We must be in harmony with God before
we can be in harmony with ourselves or
others.

Tithing concerns one of the inmost
mysteries of life, the process by which life
is given expression, sustained, and un
folded. by which life is restored when
encroached upon by disease, and by which
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it is uplifted to overcome sickness, sin,
and death. This can be explained in think
ing of tithing as a matter of rhythm and
proportion in nine to one ratio. Through
out all nature there is harmony expressed.
The stars move in measured cadence.
Each kind of bird has its peculiar wing
beat, every note of music, every tone of
voice has its definite rhythm. The pansy
always has five petals; the wax cell of
the honeycomb does not vary. Snowflakes
in their infinite variety maintain their six-
point pattern. The law of prosperity is
also governed by order and harmony. By
puttingourselves in harmony with the law
of prosperity we insure our income and
establish a definite contact with divine
substance and supply. Tithing is insur
ance of income.

In the performance of a task we may
establish harmony by using the first tenth
of the alloted time in prayer and medita
tion. The still small voice will reveal the
easiest, most harmonious, and most efii-
cient method of procedure. We shall find
that what formerly requiredmore than the
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time we had to give can now be accom
plished in less than the nine tenths of the
time remaining after tithing. Working in
harmony with our Indwelling life, tithing
operates without interference to renew the
body, call forth new and increased powers,
and add spiritual illumination. We make
things at least ten times easier when we
honor the Lord with our tithe.

Paul recommended, "Upon the first day
of the week let each one ofyou lay by him
in store, as he may prosper. Let each one
establish the Lord's treasury to be used
for the upkeep of the kingdom and Ae
support of those engaged in spiritual min
istry^, If we include our time in our tithe,
we shall find that several hours a week
of devotion and service to the Lord are
required. Some may say: 'This is more
thin I can give." If we have proper fai^
and love, we shall find time for the Lord.
Those in spiritual offices can devote more
time to spiritual ministry than those m
secular positions. However where one may
devote more time another may be able to
give more freely in material gifts. We

15
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need not think however that we can buy
our way into the kingdom o£ God or ob
tain heavenly treasures without devoting
the coin of our hearts to God. Each one
must find his own instruction and make
peace with his Lord as the Spirit of truth
directs. If our knowledge of Truth is prac
tical we shall find a way of showing our
appreciation in adequate ways. Personal
selfishness must not rob us of the Christ
Truth and its benefits. James says, "But he
that looketh into the perfect law, the law
of liberty, and so continued^, being not
a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that
worketh, this man shall be blessed in his
doing." If we have no money we can give
what we have: our blessings, our loving,
generous thoughts, and words and service.
The way will open for giving and receiv
ing in increasingly larger and more mani
fest measure. But certainly we must start
by giving.
"Blessed is the man . . .
His delight is in the law of Jehovah;
And on his law doth he meditate day

and night.
16
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And he shall be like a treeplanted by the
streams of water,

Thatbringeth forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also doth not wither;
And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."
Tithing is a simple way to begin to

grow in the grace of giving. He who prac
tices tithing will have more to give than
he thought possible before. Tithing shows
our willingness to work with the law of
prosperity and to return to the Giver at
least apart of that which He has given to
us. It is a practical way of seeking first
his kingdom, and his righteousness.
Through tithing a vacuum is created that
by the inevitable law of action and reac
tion must be instantly filled again to over
flowing. In tithing we substitute faith in
God's supply for fear that we shall come
to want. In tithing we loosen the hold of
fear and with it many things that have
bound us. Wefind a freer soul, mind, and
body; a joyous and abounding health.
Regular and systematic titliing calls con
sistent attention to God as the source of
our supply and the Giver of all our good.
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Tithing clears away that which is apt to
obstruct the free flow of God's greater
blessings. It is an investment made with
God's unlimited bounty as security. Tith
ing is a sort of new financial birth. It is a
law of financial liberty. A faithful tithe
payer is honest, and he owns his own
property; it does not own him. Tithing is
a system of developing generosity un
touched by vanity. "Tithing is a reliable
guarantee against the "greeds." It is an
income tax, divinely assessed and paid as
a freewill love offering. Tithing builds
up individual acquaintance with God. It
brings comradeship with the divine, which
fosters financial faith and a feeling of
security. True tithingis a prayer of thanks
giving. It is a means of acknowledging
God's good. It is our part in the fulfill
ment of the law of prosperity. In tithing
we sow seeds of prosperity, and the har
vest is certain.

18

Lesson Two

How to Use the Tithe

T IS IMPRACTICAL to advise people
specifically concerning tithing. The
tither must learn to rely on his own

indwelling Spirit of truth for gmd-
ance. We can however without hesitation
counsel every one to carry on justly, hon
estly, and fearlessly under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. All we have belongs to
the Lord, but a tenth is required for the
establishment of His kingdom in the
earth. A tenth is little enough to devote
to the furtherance ofTruth. It is estimated
that there are around forty million church
members in the United States We c^
well imagine the amount of their tithe
and the impetus it would give to the i^-
istry of Truth if itwere faithfully paid.

The tithe is not a personal matter or a
matter of giving personal gifts. It is lay-
ing aside regularly and faithfully one
tenth of one's income and using it imper-
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sonally for the support of God's work.
The tithe should not be used for self,
relatives, friends, or charitable purposes,
unless the tither is very definitely in
structed by the indwelling Spirit to use it
thus. The remaining nine tenths will take
care of these obligations. Sufficient faith
will meet the need. Our first obligation is
to God, and our debt to man will be ad
justed if we honor first things first. The
Lord and His work must come before our
family and friends. Often when support
ing the members of our family or helping
our friends, doors are shut upon their sup
ply that would open if they were com
pelled to depend wholly upon God. It is
always right and expedient however that
we give toothers our highest thoughts and
speak for them the freeing word of Truth.
Infinite justice and Truth will bring order,
peace, and abundant supply of good to all
who trust in Jesus Christ.

While giving to those in need is an act
of charity and love and must be done
judiciously, it is not tithing. The tithe
should go directly to the Lord's work and
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those engaged in it. Jesus sent forth His
disciples with the instruction "take noth
ing for your journey, neither staff, nor
wallet, norbread, normoney; neither have
two coats." He taught them to preach the
gospel, heal the sick, and depend upon
the love of those to whom they ministered
for support. "Even so did the Lord ordain
that they that proclaim the gospel should
live of the gospel." Although Paul in
dorsed this procedure he did not always
live by it. He plied a trade while with the
Corinthians and he gives his reason for
so doing in the same chapter as quoted
above. His conclusion was that the more
he did for people, taking nothing from
them, the less they appreciated him and
his teaching. Giving to people as if they
were poor or needy binds them in poverty.
We tithe not to poverty and lack but to
the glory and wealth of God in Christ.

Tithing is a practical way of seeking
first "the kingdom of God." Our remem
bering that all things come from the Lord
and tithing to His glory brings to an end
our troubles, and reveals that prosperity,
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health, peace, happiness, and the king
dom are at hand. The prosperity of any
nation, organization, or individual that
takes up the practice of tithing is on a
firm foundation.

There is a responsibility in tithing to
make such inner and outer inquiries as
will lead to the right use of the tithe. The
more careful we are in giving directly to
the Lord s work the more secure is our
contact with God and His benefits. How
shall we decide which of the many denom
inations, cults, societies, individuals are
true? There is one guide. True ministers
preach and practice the teachings of Jesus
Christ. "These signs shall accompany them
that believe: in my name shall they cast
out demons; they shall speak with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents, and
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall in
no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands
on the sick, and they shall recover." But
of what value is a sign unless we can read
and interpret it correctly? "When it is
evening, ye say, It will be fair weather:
for the heaven is red. And in the morning,
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7/ will be foul weather to-day: for the
heaven is red and lowering. Ye know how
to discern the face of the heaven; but ye
cannot discern the signs of the times?"
Again Jesus said: "Therefore by their
fruits ye shall know them." What are the
fruits of the Spirit ? Paul enumerates some
of them: "The fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, good
ness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control;
againstsuch there is no law."

The answer to the question to which of
the many individuals or institutions we
shall tithe may be stated thus: Tithe to
those who are bringing forth the fruit of
the Spirit or showing forth signs of the
Lord. To discern the signs and know the
fruits we must be in the Spirit. Let us
seek the counsel and guidance of the
Spirit. Before we give let us investigate.
Give under the instruction of the Spirit in
the use of that which God has first given.
When receiving let us say: "A tenth of
this goes to God and He knows exactly
what He wants to do with it" Often the
answer comes immediately. If not, we
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may lay it in His treasury and soon we
shall see the right place to use it.

Tithing is practical and matter-of-fact
but nevertheless spiritual and scientific.
As we said in lesson one, it is based upon
a definite law of harmony and rhythm. It
must be managed correctly to maintain
its harmony in expression and reaction.
The practice of giving for purely spiritual
purposes, where no self-interest enters in,
brings us into direct contact with spiritual
life, substance, and intelligence. Daily
consecration to the service of God opens
channels to His good within and without.
Through individual consciousness alone
are we related to the law of supply. This
law works from within outward, hencewe
must establish inner unity with the law if
it is to work spontaneously.

The innate life that sustains bodily
health and vigor, rebuilds worn-out cells,
removes waste matter, cleanses the blood
stream and energizes the nerves is a cre
ative, spiritual principle. It is God's gift
to man designed to do His bidding. Some
times it seems unspiritual because of ma-
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terial thought and misuse. It unerringly
renews all phases of being, calling forth
new energies, new powers, new illumina
tion if allowed to function without inter
ference. This innate life substance is like
the tithe when not interfered with by
wrong interpretation and misuse. It is
lifted up and becomes a light to illumine
and guide us in the right and happy way.
The parable of the prodigal son shows
how substance can be wasted in riotous
living, also how we may return to the
Father's house, the Father-Mind, and the
right use of His gifts. "And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto myself." Those who are hon
oring God with a tithe of their substance
and the first fruits of their increase are a
light that shines out of darkness.

The secret of abundant supply lies in
honoring the Lord with the tithe of the
inner substance of feeling and thought
that always work themselves outwardly
into expression and have their outer coun
terpart. If we seem hampered as regards
payment of the tithe in the outer by the
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attitude of husband, wife, or some other
member of the household or some friend,
we can be true to the inner tithe and tithe
outwardly of those things which come di
rectly into our hands and under our super
vision.

The first commandment in tithing, as
in living, is to know the inner true Christ
and be wholly devoted to Him; then
secondly to express that knowledge out
wardly by being true to the Christ in
others, by bringing diem to the light.
When we have been still inwardly long
enough to know that we have received
and have to give, then we can and will
give. Our work, our duties, our expe
riences, our relations to others are instru
ments or exercises through which we grow
in die knowledge of God and His Christ
in us. The so-called material and the spir
itual are not widely separated or at vari
ance. Many people are awakening to this
and realizing their relation to the life
principle in themselves and in all things.

Near Arlington, Georgia, the boll
weevil was destroying the cotton crops. A
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local pastor suggested that the farmers
dedicate a portion of their land to the
Lord. Seven of the farmers agreed to this:
although nothing else was done to pro
tect these dedicated tracts, the boll weevil
made no attack upon them and the cotton
wasof a better fiber than on adjoining sec
tions. The experiment was so successful
that other farmers took it up.

A successful hotel manager was given
the suggestion that her business would be
more prosperous if she put a bar in her
hotel. She said she could not ask God to
prosper her business and then bring dis
honor on it herself. She was prosperous
because she tried to do those things which
were pleasing to God and of real service
to her guests. At times she grew so busy
that she neglected her tithes, and suddenly
she would find her business dropping
away. The guests would neglect to pay
their bills on time, and her rooms would
be fast emptying. When she remembered
to gather her tithes together and with
gratitude send them into the service of
the Lord, prosperity returned.
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The tithe is like the seed of a farmer
for his coming crops. He specially selects
arid protects it. When we release the tithe
willingly and freely, as we have purposed
in Our heart, we are sowing as the farmer
sows: his best seed unreservedly on good
soil that he may receive an abundant,
good harvest. WTien we tithe we know
that we are not being made poorer but
richer in giving. Our tithe-seed must be
sown in the Lord. It may represent a ten-,
a hunted", or a thousandfold increase,
according to the attention we give it.
Seeds that produce the greatest increase
are carefully selected and as perfect as can
be obtained, and so should our tithe be.

Through prayer and blessing we give
special attention to the tithe and send it
forth to increase, multiply, and bless. By
words of Truth we free our symbols from
all the limitations placed upon them by
untrained minds. It is well to think of the
tithe as a messenger sent from God to free
all people who are in bondage to limita
tion. We can think of it as going to supply
the demands of all the needy. Like agreat
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stream of water it meets the needs of
countless thousands. We can tell the tithe
just what it is to do; give it to understand
that it is God's servant. We can direct it
to go and serve Him; make it clear that
it no longer belongs to us but to God, our
omnipresent silent partner.

Our responsibility in partnership with
God is to give our heart in love. We may
tithe of our wealth without measure, but
it is the gift of our love that truly blesses.
Our wealth but returns to the Giver His
own, but our love is the gift of our free
will returning to do the will of God. It
is not so much the giving of the tithe as
the attitude in which it is given that
blesses both the giver and the receivter.
Tithing simply to free our mind of this
obligation means little. Such tithing yields
indifFerent results. As planting of seed
without the attention of cultivation brings
small increase, so does tithing from a
sense of obligation without the impetus
of love.

Tithing is an exercise to use the gifts
of God in such a manner that they will
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bear fruit. We can prove that the giving
of the tithe brings a greater increase than
the personal use of any money that passes
through our hands. What would we think
of a farmer who expected a harvest with
out first planting the seed? Yet many peo
ple apparently expect God's blessings
without giving Him their heart. Tithing is
a practical way of planting the seed that
yields a certain increase.
There is that scattereth, and increaseth

yet more;
And there is that withholdeth more than

is meet, but it tendeth only to want.
The liberal soul shall be made fat;
And he that watereth shall be watered

also himself."
Our tithe-seed should be watered by

faith and love. Give freely, lovingly, and
gladly. Good will, like good soil, rain, and
sunshine, is essential to bring forth the
increase. An essential in tithing is willing
ness to give. Nature yields her increase to
the cheerful giver.

If the justice of tithing appeals to a
person and he is still reluctant to give,

30

AS YOU TITHE SO YOU PROSPER

then a little discipline to charge the mind
with the value of integrity is good. Al
though there is freedom in giving the
attitude and amount govern the results.
Gifts should be made because one loves to
give and not for the reward, nevertheless
one should know that the reward is cer
tain. There must be no withholding be
cause of the size of the offering. The
widow of Elijah's time gave her last
handful of meal and found an increase
of plenty for herself and son (I Kings
17:8-16). Jesus said the widow who gave
her two mites gave more than all the
others. He commended her giving because
He knew she was setting into operation an
unfailing law of increase (Luke 21:1-4).

A widow attending a lecture on the
widow's mite was moved to give her last
dollar. On leaving the meeting place she
was amazed to have a perfect stranger
press into her hand a five dollar bill saying
she felt led to give it.

The belief in lack must be denied. Faith
in God's ever-present substance must be
affirmed. God's presence fills the heavens
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and the earth. He is the presence of sub
stance. Where He is there is substance,
and He is at all times in all places, all
about us as the air we breathe. It is well
for us to breathe into our mind the con
sciousness of this all-sustaining presence.

Let us tithe in gratitude for all the
blessings He has sent into our life. There
is no limit to the amount of love and joy
we can send with our tithe.
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Lesson Three

Tithing to Increase Prosperity

does

•^HE STORY of tithing both ancient
and modern declares it to be the
best investment we can make. It

more good than the most gen
erous giving that is done only on the im
pulse of the moment. Since we cannot
tithe without considering the source of
our blessings, tithing is a constant re
minder of the Giver of all good. The
knowledge that we have received else we
could not give inspires in us a sense of
gratitude and appreciation. It increases
our consciousness of the Father's abiding,
indwelling presence.

Tithing establishes systematic giving,
hence order. It increases efficiency and con
sequently prosperity. Receiving through
giving is the peculiar paradox of tithing.
A Truth teacher who proved this idea
many times was asked if he had an "inner
class" to whom he gave instruction pri-
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vately in great truths not generally given
out. He replied that it was his practice to
give forth freely the ideas that he re
ceived in order to help others and thus
receive again himself. Constant giving
keeps the mind open and free and recep
tive to new inspiration. While an occa
sional gift to the Lord's work, large or
small, is to be commended, if too much
time is allowed to elapse between gifts
the mind is not kept open and free.

Failure to express ideas closes the door
through which new ideas may enter. With
holding money acts in like manner. It
tends to bind and limit. Either case may
be compared to the attempt to hold the
breath drawn into the lungs. We must
exhale to receive more. The breath soon
becomes a poison instead of a blessing.
Just as it is necessary to breathe out in
order to receive fresh air into the lungs,
so it is necessary to give regularly if we
wish to receive regularly. No grasping
spirit can fasten itself upon a mind that is
kept open through regular giving and re
ceiving. We have seen souls shrivel be-
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cause they were grasping and selfish, and
we have seen souls expand and abound in
every good because they were liberal with
the Lord.

Throughout the Scriptures reference is
made to the law of receiving through
tithing.
"There is that scattereth, and increaseth

yet more;
And there is that withholdeth more than

is meet, but it tendeth only to want.
The liberal soul shall be made fat;
And he that wateredi shall be watered

also himself."
"He that hath a bountiful eye shall be

blessed

For he giveth of his bread to the poor."
"He that sowedi bountifully shall reap

also bountifully."
Jesus emphasized the benefits to be re

ceived from giving in the right spirit.
"Give, and it shall be given unto you;
good measure, pressed down, shaken to
gether, running over, shall they give into
your bosom. For with what measure ye
mete it shall be measured to you again."
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"Unto every one that hath shall be given,
and he shall have abundance: but from
him that hath not, even that which he
hath shall be taken away." Those who
used their talents were commended. The
one who hid his talent and refused to use
it had it taken from him. We often hear
quoted "Whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap," but we need to be re
minded also that if we do not sow we do
not reap. While gifts to the Lord's treas
ure should be made out of the fullness of
the heart and not for the sake of the re
turns, the law inevitably operates in full
force. In giving we create a vacuum that
by the law of action and reaction must be
refilled to the point of overflowing. In
loosening the purse strings we loose many
other things that have bound us; our
whole being is freer.

We may ask any tither what his expe
rience is, and we shall learn that he has
prospered. Where there has been failure
there is invariably a belief in lack. While
the tithe has been released from the
hand it has been retained in mind. One
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must study the law of tithing to discern
a right spirit in giving. There is no gift
where one continually thinks of some way
in which the money might have been used
to personal advantage. The faith is not then
rightly centered. It is good to bless every
incoming dollar and realize that a tenth
must go to the Lord. It is good to conse
crate ourselves and our affairs to God and
to trust Him to direct and prosper us.
Since there is a providing law by means of
which our every need is fully supplied it is
essential that we have an understanding of
this law and work in harmony with it.

Each individual must trust the Spirit of
wisdom in his own heart to see how much
of that which God has given shall be re
turned to Him and His work. If through
the ages man has considered a tenth a
proper amount to return directly to the
Lord's work, certainly in this present day
of grace and Truth no less an amount is
fitting. It is right that each one come to
an understanding of what constitutes spir
itual giving in his ownway.

Since we are viewing the law of giving
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and receiving from the angle of tithing,
let us consider a few experiences both
ancient and modern among tithers. The
Scriptures reveal that while the ancient
Hebrews tithed of their increase to the
Lord they prospered. But when they wan
dered away from the Lord in the matter
of tithes hardships came upon tliem. So
today unhappy conditions overtake those
who withhold their substance from the
Lord. Observation of any person, city, or
nation reveals that those who are stingy
with the Lord fail in mind, body, and
affairs, while those who are liberal with
God prosper and abound in health and
peace.

The prophet Malachi stood at the exit
of the old dispensation and on the
threshold of the new. He provided a
clear channel for the voice of wisdom to
declare the law of prosperity: "Return
unto me, and I will return unto you," says
the Lord of prosperity. "Wherein shall we
return?" ask those who seek escape from
untoward conditions. "In tithes and oifer-
ings. . . . Bring ye the whole tithe into
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the store-house, that there may be food
in my house, and prove me now herewith,
saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open
you the windows of heaven, and pour you
out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it. And I will
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and
he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground ... all nations shall call you
happy; for ye shall be a delightsome
land." Here is a solution of the farmer's
troubles. It is a law of prosperity for all
classes. Here is a protection for the crops
from frosts, droughts, floods, and plagues.
It is a law that holds good in any busi
ness or line of human endeavor. God
should not be expected to meet all of
men's requirements unless men fulfill His
law.

Tithing aided the Mormons when they
first settled in Utah to withstand the
rigors of unusual climatic conditions, un
productive soil, and many otherhardships.
It gave them a spirit of independence.
Through tithing they became a law of
prosperity unto themselves. It is said that
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the Mormon Church is the most prosper
ous church in the world. A rule that ap
plies to every member of the Mormon
Church, rich or poor, is that he give a
tenth. As a result this church has an enor
mous reserve fund.

The United Presbyterian Church in the
United States is the largest per capita
giver of all tlie churches in America. Over
fifty per cent of the members are tithers.

It is said that the Christian who begins
tithing will have at least six surprises. He
will be surprised at die amount of money
he has for the Lord'swork; at the deepen
ing of his spiritual life; at the ease with
which he can meet his own obligations;
at the ease with which he can go from one
tenth to larger giving; at the preparation
this gives for being a faithful and wise
steward of the nine tenths remaining; at
himself for not adopting the plan sooner.

He who said that he found it necessary
to tithe in order to get out of debt voiced
a truth that has become evident to thou
sands. A man who was ten thousand dol
lars in debt, with his credit gone and a
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wife and four children for whom to pro
vide, took a position as a day laborer in
a mill and with his family was compelled
to live in a tent. He met two divinity
students who convinced him that he
should tithe. The same week that he be
gan tithing the company offered him one
of its houses in which to live. Within a
year he was promoted to foreman. Ten
years later he was free from debt, the
owner of a large lumber company, owner
of his own home, which was large and
beautifully furnished, and of a large car,
also an airplane, and other things on a
similar scale. He attributes his success to
first recognizing his debt to God and faith
fully tithing of his income.

Tithing establishes order in our mind
and body and affairs. "When order exists
we cannot remain in debt. He who begins
to tithe while in debt invariably reports
later that he is free from debt.

A pastor of a church that was deeply
in debt and unable to pay his salary sug
gested tithing. His membership voted it
down by a large majority, but the minister
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was not to be discouraged. He sought
further illumination on the subject and
again brought it before the congregation,
suggesting that they try it for a month.
At the end of the month those who had
entered into the agreement heartily were
prospering abundantly. Even the minority
who had tithed grudgingly admitted that
they had held their own. The members
agreed to continue tithing for another six
months. At the end of this period the
church was free from indebtedness, and
there was a good balance in the treasury.

A person who has tithed since early
youth declares that when a man is in finan
cial difficulties the best way to get out
of them is to give to the Lord a tenth of
every dollar, thus being honest with Him.
The more we realize that we are children
of the one Father and that the good of
one is the good of all, the more freely
will we give our support to the cause of
Truth. As sons we are to continue in the
work of our Father whose pleasure it is to
give continually of Himself and of all that
He is to His creation. 'Tear not, little
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flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." "My Father
worketh even until now, and I work."

Some who feel that their income is lim
ited take the attitude that they cannot
afford to tithe. The fact is that they can
not afford not to tithe. Because they seem
to lack shows that they are bound by small
thoughts. They need to cultivate large
ideas of increase and abundance. The in
exhaustible resources of God are equal to
every demand that is made upon them
without making one person poorer in
order to enrich another.

We can prove to our own satisfaction
that our tithe brings a greater increase
than any odier property that passes
through our hands. Many testimonials can
be given of spiritual and temporal bless
ings through tithing. A few of these will
be related; all are authentic cases that
have been reported before in the publi
cations of Unity, or have come to my per
sonal attention.

A woman was deserted by her husband
and left with four children to support.
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She pledged a tenth to the Lord. Out of
her first weekly salary of eight dollars she
tithed. She continued tithing, and her sal
ary continued to increase. At the end of
the first year her monthly salary check
was $250, nearly eight times as much as
the first salary.

A contractor tithed faithfully, was al
ways busy, and frequently needed to hire
extra men. Across the street was another
contractor who did equally good work but
did not believe in tithing. He could not
get enough work to keep him busy, in
fact he often hired himself out to his com
petitor across the street. Apparently the
only difference between the men was tlieir
financial relationship to God.

The founder of a large perfume and
soap company began to tithe when he was
poor. With increased wealth came a feel
ing of increased responsibility in its right
use. His biographer says: "His benevo
lence was a religious conviction. It reduced
his charities to system and made them the
means of self-culture and of homage to
God. He dispensed his gifts both with
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purpose and proportion and recognizing
his stewardship to God."

One man tithed regularly while his
tithe was only ten dollars a month. He
prospered until it grew to a hundred, and
this seemed too much to tithe, so he
stopped titliing. Disaster followed until
he was brought to poverty and humility.
He again began to tithe and regained his
financial footing with a spiritual uplift.

A woman moving from the North to
the South wished to sell some furniture.
The person who agreed to take it broke
her agreement two days before she was to
move. Instead of being anxious, or dis
couraged or letting thoughts of injustice
come in she looked to God for guidance
and blessing. Soon the furniture was sold
for a tenth more than the price in the
broken agreement, the amount she in
tended to give as her tithe.

One gave her testimony in poetry:
"My debts were large, my earnings small,
But I said I will prove Thee, Lord of all;
I will give my tenth, nor doubt, nor fear.
This I did for the space of a year.
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My earnings have doubled, my debts are
paid;

The Silent Partner has come to my aid,
And life that once seemed hard and dull,
Through giving has grown all-beautiful."
Tithing spells success. Tithers are never

seeking aid—they are always giving it.
God's riches wait upon the faithful tither.
Tithing pays dividends beyond all compu
tation. The Lord prospers those who are
honest with Him. Many people are hold
ing themselves in financial bondage be
cause they do not loosen up. Tithing is
the remedy. To tithe is to let go, to let go
is to open up, to open up is to receive. By
the act of tithing to the Lord we express
confidence in His bounty. A tither is a
dispenser of God's bounty. The law of
tithing is the law of revenue to carry on
the purpose of the Lord. The life of the
tither is one long series of satisfactions,
because he works with the law of the Lord.
"His delight is in the law of Jehovah;
And on his law doth he meditate day and

night . . .
Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."
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Lesson Four

Qtiestions about Tithing

OUR ANSWERS to questions on tith
ing are intended to be in the na
ture of helps and suggestions

rather than hard and fast rules. It is
not practical to advise a person what
he should do in a specific case. Each tither
must depend finally upon the leading of
his own indwelling Spirit. If he will take
each question to God in prayer fully re
solving in his heart to follow God's lead
ing hewill bedirected aright.

It is not wise to insist that another take
up tithing. We may explain the advan
tages and the principle underlying it and
leave him free to do as he feels led.
Every one must be fully persuaded in his
own heart and mind as to what he should
do, then give freely, not grudgingly or of
necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Let us consider some questions about
tithing: "Shall I tithe while I owe a great
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deal of money, or shall I wait until all
debts are paid and then tithe?"
"Thou shalt have no other gods before

me." Our obligation to God is first We
must first fulfill this; then our relations
with our fellow men will be speedily ad
justed. If we keep God's tenth from Him
how can we expect to be blessed and kept
free from debt to others? Tithing estab
lishes order which will not permit us to
remain long in debt. All conditions that
are not of God will be eliminated. "Every
plant which my heavenly Father planted
not, shall be rooted up."

One person says: "I feel I should tithe,
but my expenses are so heavy that I can
hardly live on my present income. Shall
I tithe now or wait until I am earning
more money?"

If one feels led to tithe one should do
it. Those who wait until they are out of
debt or are earning more seldom begin.
Waiting until one can afford to tithe is
like trying to find time for God and for
the study of Truth. One who waits until
everything else is done never finds time
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left for God. In honest spiritual seeking
there comes a time when one feels one
must take time for God. So it is with
tithing. If there is an urge upon one to
tithe, then that is the time to begin. The
right way to begin is definitely to make
up the mind to tithe and then begin to
do it.
"We earn a great deal of money but not

enough to live as we wish and pay our
debts besides. Should we tithe and econo
mize in order to pay our debts or go on
trusting God to straighten out our af
fairs?"

A living faith in God is necessary. God
lives in and expresses Himself through us.
We should always live within God and
within our means, and cease contracting
debts and living outside ourselves and be
yond our income. We should honor God
with our tithe and apply ourselves all we
can to the payment ofour obligations. We
have no just reason to expect God to
straighten out our affairs unless we are
honest with Him and work with Him.
Let us learn to live simply and practice
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perfect honor toward God first and then
toward our fellow men.

"My husband has failed in business, and
is ill. We have no income, are deeply in
debt, and living on borrowed money.
Should we tithe?"

To tithe borrowed money would be a
misappropriation of funds. Borrowed
money should be used for the purpose for
which it was borrowed. What we receive
as our own money or gifts should be
tithed. If a man borrows money he should
in justice have enough faith and under
standing to bring forth substance to meet
his daily needs. If he does not have
enough faith and understanding to bring
forth substance to meet his daily needs,
then how does he expect to do it in the
future and pay back that which he has
borrowed ? Now is the time to trust God
and wait upon Him for guidance and
follow it. Where there is active faith and
trust in God there will be abundant pro
vision. If we would realize greater supply,
let us pray for wisdom, understanding,
capacity, and efficiency so that we may be
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able to render good, honest service and
give value for all we desire to receive, and
so that we may know how to make the
best of what we get. The husband will be
healed as he overcomes the sense of fear

and limitation, which are caused by lack
of trust in God indwelling in him, and
failure to follow His Truth.
"My mother is a widow and has a small

income. I use my tithe to pay her coal bill.
I have given to others in need, and I do
not see why I should not use it for my
mother. Am I using the tithe aright?"

When one is using the tithe aright there
is no question in one's mind. The tenth
should go for spiritual work; for the
furtherance of the kingdom of God in the
earth. The tithe is not rightly used for
self, relatives, friends, or charitable pur
poses unless the tither is definitely led by
the Spirit of truth. Certainly a person's
duty to his mother precedes his duty
toward others, but it does not come before
his duty toward the Lord. Do not limit
your mother's channels of good, but affirm
that all doors are open to her. They who
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wait upon the Lord shall not lack for
guidance and substance.

"A young woman who earns one thou
sand six hundred dollars a year spends
about a thousand dollars for her sister's

schooling. Should she tithe also?"
A great deal of selfishness in family re

lationships is mistaken for true love and
wisdom. There are ways through which
the seemingly dependent ones can be made
self-supporting or at least in part so. They
will be made stronger for it and will at
some time be grateful that they were
placed upon their own resources. Those
who give most, if not all, to the needs of
their family or others have small returns
for it, often not even thanks. Where God
has no place the sacrifice is usually a self
ish one. The father, mother, brother, sis
ter, or child is made the object of devotion
and placed first. This hinders the spiritual
progress of the one who is trying to help
and of those he would help. If the young
woman were to give her tithe to the
Lord and trust in Him, the way would
open for the education of her sister, or
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else her income would be increased to
meet the need. Certainly she would not
lack in placing God first. Sometimes an
education different from the one planned
is better, although the latter may seem the
only one. If God is truly trusted He will
instruct the faithful in the way to a full
and abundant life.
"The man with a salary has no problem

in knowing that his tithe is the tenth of
his whole income; but how about the
man in business who consumes quite a
large amount of material in the produc
tion of an article? Should the tithe be
paid on gross receipts or on net profits
after the costs of operation have been
deducted ?"

It is the belief of some that a business
man has no income or profits until the
running expenses are paid; that before
computing the tithe he should deduct the
expenses that are necessary for the doing
of business. This of course does not in
clude the personal expenses of the busi
nessman or of those dependent upon him
for support. One's tithe in business is one
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tenth of his net income, or one tenth of
his salary if he is employed on that basis.
If one receives a salary in business the
tithe should be deducted from that; also
at the time of accounting the tithe should
be deducted from the net profits of the
business before dividends are paid. The
tithe always has reference to direct net
income.

There are others who pass from this to
greater faith and tithe of gross receipts.
One woman who runs a boarding house
tithes of all that comes in before she
meets any expenses. She says that she has
been abundantly prospered. It is according
to our faith. If we cannot as yet pass to
the greater faith, then it is well to act
upon such faith as we have, until we grow
stronger. There are those who begin with
the tenth and pass from that to the giving
of a fifth, or a fourth, or even a larger
percentage of their income.
"Should the man with a large family

give as much in tithes as the single per
son.? The government makes an allowance
for wife and children in its income tax.
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The man and woman who have given
their all to raise a family and conse
crated their children to God, have they
not given more than the one who has only
himself to support?"

The size of one's family has nothing to
do with tithing. One would give in exactly
the same proportion as the single person
if one desired to fulfill the law. Consecrat
ing oneself or one's children to God is
always good and should be done, but it
does not take the place of tithing. We
do not know whether the widow who gave
her mite had children dependent upon
her, but we know she was made richer by
giving. One cannot give more than one's
all to the Lord whether one is married or
single. If a person is trying really to con
secratehis tithe to the Lord he must do his
accounting as an individual. The tithe is
one tenth of one's direct income, whether
it is a dollar or a million dollars, whether
one is married or single.

"I should like to tithe, but my husband
does not approve, and I have no income
apart from his."
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As for persons who have no direct in
come of their own, let them give of what
they have and of such money as comes
into their hands that is theirs touse as they
choose. A wife should not tithe of her
husband's income if he is unwilling. But
the allowance that the husband gives her
for her personal use she is free to use as
she thinks best. Certainly a wife who is
industrious in her daily duties and con
scientious in her care of her husband and
home is entitled to decide as to half of the
husband's income at least whether it shall
be tithed or not. However if pressing the
subject tends to cause inharmony, it is
better for the wife to be true to her own
convictions as far as she is able and main
tain peace in the home. She can always be
true to the inner tithe, and the outer will
come in due season. Although it is noble
to give of one's income to the Lord, it is
also well to give of oneself in study,
prayer, meditation, and spiritual service
to others. If there is opposition to our
tithing on the part of members of the
family or close associates or friends, it is
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well to keep our own counsel in secret
with the Lord. After all we are bound to
the external only as far as we allow our
selves to be bound in thought. We may
declare and find our freedom in Truth by
obeying its guidance.
"Both my husband and I believe in tith

ing, but we differ on the question where
the tithe should be given."

In this event the tithe may well be
divided in equal parts between husband
and wife. Then let each one be free to
give as he feels directed, leaving the other
free to do likewise.
"Some people ask if they should give

their tithe to Unity School or to their local
Unity center." Give wherever you feel
led to give, in whole or in part as you are
directed. But wherever you give it is wise
to make investigations to see if the Lord's
work is being done; for indiscriminate
giving is not tithing. The more surely our
tithe goes to the Lord's work the more
certain and definite will be the increase
resulting to us. If Unity School, the local
Unity center, or any other organization is
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doing the Lord's work, it should and will
prosper. Those who are in the Spirit will
see to it. A work that is not ordained of
God should and will pass away. "No
weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper." "Every plant which my heavenly
Father planted not, shall be rooted up."
"I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abldeth in me, and I in him, the same
beareth much fruit: for apart from me ye
can do nothing."

Ten per cent of my husband's salary is
taken out for charity before he receives it.
Is this not his tithe?"

Ten per cent to charity is not neces
sarily a tithe, whether it is given by the
city or by the husband direct. The tithe
goes to increase the thought of abundance,
not to spread the thought of lack. The
tithe is given entirely to the Lord s work,
which is greater than ordinary charity. "If
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
and if I give my body to be burned, but
have not love, it profiteth me nothing."
The tithe is a tenth of the income that
comes directly into our hands for free use.
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Certainly the husband has not given his
tenth until he has given freely and of him
self and of his own. He will not be made
poorer but richer if he is a faithful stew
ard of that which is given directly to him.
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