
Thrifty Wasters
Chinese people profligate and saving, in 

“ferrying-across” generation, turn tc 
the Association's “getting-ahead" 

program to dodge usurers

By Frank B. Lenz

UST before I left Nanchang 
one of my- Chinese friends 
died. He had been a Manchu 
official but when the mon­
archy was overthrown had 
lost his position, money, 
home—everything. And to 

eke out an existence he had prevailed 
upon his son to hire himself out as a 
teacher to a foreigner in the city. When 
the old gentleman passed away they 
were living in straightened circum­
stances, occupying one room in a tum­
ble-down shanty and eating only two 
meals a day—sometimes but one.

Preparations for the funeral, how­
ever, were made on a most elaborate 
scale. A huge coffin was purchased, a 
friend’s house was borrowed and dec­
orated with beautiful red and white 
scrolls and banners, and as acquaint­
ances came in to pay their last respects 
every one of them was served with a 
bowl of noodles {.mien) and other re­
freshm ents. When the funeral party 
started to the cemetery, trumpeters 
were hired to precede the procession; 
pall bearers were secured and ricksha 
pullers were hired in large numbers for 
the guests. Of course all of this cost 
much money, but what of it? Did not 
the departed merit a respectable fu­
neral? And so the son burdened him­
self with a debt that would take a life­
time to repay.

On another occasion one of the boys 
in our Y. M. C. A. school was married. 
His father was a poor cloth peddler 
with a family of five to support. He 
was never able to earn more than a dol­
lar a day. His income usually aver­
aged around sixty cents for twelve or 
fourteen hours of hard work. Yet when

his son married the girl 
whom the elders had se­
lected, the father bor­
rowed a large sum of 
money at 12 per cent in­
terest. Three years later 
this man came to me for a 
loan saying his creditor 
would wait no longer.

Extravagance! Waste­
fulness! Theodore Roose­
velt told us that one of 
our national sins was 
wastefulness. But we 
have a bountiful supply 
of goods as compared 
with China. Her people 

are profligate yet they are ‘ he most 
thrifty people on the face of the earth. 
Paradoxical? Yes, because therei are 
such extremes between the wealthy 
and the poor, and between individuals 
in the same class. Theaverage man is 
thrifty because he has to be. He must 
make every garment, every bit of 
food, every piece of fuel go the limit. 
I have seen children in a dozen parts 
of China gleaning sticks, stubble and 
straw from the fields for 
fuel. I have seen old 
women following the bar­
row of the coal man to 
pick up one or two small 
lumps that might jolt 
out of the sack. On 
the other hand I have 
seen students, so poor 
that they could scarcely 
make both ends meet, bor­
row money to feast their 
friends at the time of the 
Dragon Boat festival or 
when one of them was 
about to leave home.
The price of the banquet 
would. set them back 
three or four months.

The system of borrow­
ing money in China be­
comes a vicious habitual 
circle. Rates of interest 
are almost as exorbitant 
as in India. Good inten- 
tioned people are often 
caught in this miasma of 
debt by their gienerosity 
or their desire to “put on 
front” or to “save face.”

But much of the misery 
that comes from thrift­
lessness is due to gam­

bling which is one of China’s three 
worst social vices according to Yung 
Tao, a Peking merchant. This terrible 
habit has fastened itself upon the coun­
try until it is a national evil. It finds 
expression in a dozen different ways. 
One of the commonest forms is seen 
among street boys who have developed 
a game that is played by snapping 
coins at a distant point. Ma jong is 
one of the worst. Every foreigner in 
China knows that “sparrow” and “fan 
tan” are in this class. Gambling leads 
to debts—of honor—but more likely of 
dishonor for it is only a step from the 
gambling table to a “deal” on the part 
of an official who sells his vote or his 
country. The newspapers tell openly of 
the big amounts paid as bribes in the 
recent presidential election.

Extravagance in dress and food— 
silk clothes when one should wear cot­
ton—“an automobile appetite on a 
ricksha pocketbook” — lotteries—opium 
smoking and smuggling—drinking— 
these are the habits that knock thrift 
into a cocked hat in China. Still an- 

(Continued on Page 286)
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CLASSIFIED DIRECTORY REPRESENTATIVE HOTELS
IMPORTANT—Cards of Introduction, furnished by Secretaries, men­
tioning ASSOCIATION MEN, will insure special attention for the guest 
by the hotels advertising in our columns.

Albany, N. T.
H O T E L  H A M P T O N  200 rooms, bath. Fireproof, modem, homelike. 2 mln.

State Street, Albany, N. Y. from train* and boat landings. $2.50 up, alnglo, $5 up
Annex: 65 No. Pearl St., adjoining Y. M. C. A. double. ANNEX. 100 rooms, bath. $1.50 single, *3 double.

T H E  W E L L I N G T O N  
136 State St., Albany, N. T.

500 rooms. Hates per day—Boom with bath for one 
$2.50 to $4; for two $4 to $6. Without bath for one, 
$1.75 to $2.50; for two, $2.50 to $4.

-Atlantic City, N. J.-
C O N T I N E N T A L  H O T E L

South Tennessee Ave., 1 block from Y. M. C. A. 
Atlantic City, N. J.

American Plan. Open all year. Capacity 500. Eleo- 
trlo light, steam heat. $4 per day up. Special weetdy 
rates. M. Walsh Duncan, Proprietor.

THE STANTON—THE LOCUST All American Plan. 
115 So. Pennsylvania Ave., Atlantic City, N. J. Stanton. Proprietor.

Phone Marino 738. Mrs. I<a

1 Baltimore, Ud.
T t r  b  c n T T T T T ' S ’ P ' V  t r  n  t  1? T Modern—Fireproof. Every room with bath $3 per day 

, . . .  r J U.  L 11 ^  and up. Attractive cafeteria at popular prices. Baltl-
L igfat a n d  B ed w ood  S ts ., B a ltim ore , M d . more's newest and largest Hotel.

T H E  C O P L E Y — P L A Z A
Dartmouth St., Trinity Place, Copley Square, 

Boston

•Boston, Mass.-
Slngle rooms with bath $4 up. Double rooms with 
bath $7 up. Suites $16 up. Facing Copley Sauare. 
Convenient to all trains and subways. Arthur L. Race, 
Resident Manager.

P U T N A M ’ S H O T E L
284 Huntington Are., Boston, Mass.

European plan. $1 up per day; $7 a week up. Within 
10 minutes to theatres and shops. Near Y. M. O. A. 
A ll outside rooms, electrlo lights, running water.

PARKER HOUSE & YOUNGS HOTEL Family hotels of traditions and exceptional comfort.
/ t  »  \ u - „ -  Perfectly appointed. In the financial district. World-(J .  B .  W h ip p le  C o rp .)  B o sto n , M aas. wide reputation for New England cooking. ’

H O T E L  T O U R A I N E
(J. B. Whipple Corp.) Boston, Mass.

Universally esteemed for its luxdry, beauty and ■ dis­
tinctive homelike atmosphere,

-Brooklyn, N. Y.-
T H E  M O N T A G U E
103 Montague-St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

i Refined family hotel. 7 minutes to Wall St., 15 min­
utes to 42d S t  and Pennsylvania Station, 3 minutes to  
all subways. Restaurant. Rooms $8 and up. ...

Buffalo, N. Y.
H O T E L  F O R D

. For Men and Women 
Delaware Ave. at Chippewa St.

750 rooms and baths. Brand new Million and a ’ rfaff 
Dollar absolutely fireproof hotel. 81ngle $1.50 up; 
double $2.50 up. J. H. Bromley, Manager.

ARLINGTON & McLEOD’S HOTEL
Opposite N. Y. Central R. B. Station,

Buffalo, N. Y.
1 ■ Oticago, IIL (Central)

H O T E L  B R E Y O O R T  , European. Exceptionally wen furnished, cheerful rooms,

200 rooms. Headquarters for Buffalo and Niagara Falls' 
Slght-Beelng cars. Restaurant, Grill, Lunch Ro<fm.' 
Rates $1.50 up: $3 up with bath. McLeod’s Hotel Co. Inc.

Madison St., East of La Salle, Chicago, IU. In heart of main business district. One o f the finest 
restaurants In city. Prices neither cheap nor expensive.

M O R R I S O N  H O T E L  & 
T E R R A C E  G A R D E N  
Clark and Madison Sts., Chicago, III.

European Plan. Over 1000 rooms, modern In all respects. 
Center of all aetlvltles-buslness, shopping and theatrical. 
H. C. Molr, President and General Manager.

H O T E L  S H E R M A N  &
F ir n r  i  n n n n  V  H  n  T  U  T. Fort Dearborn Hotel, single without bath, private toilet. T .  D E A K B U K J N  H U l H i l j  $1.g5; vrtth bath $2.45. Hotel Sherman wlthMt tath 
At Randolph and Clark and at Van Buren and $2 and $2.50; with bath $8 and up.

La Salle Sts., Chicago, 111.

H O T E L  M E T R O P O L E
Michigan Blvd. at 23rd St., Chicago,1 111.

• Chicago, ID. (South side)-
Within ten minutes of theatres and shopping district 
by elevated and three surface lines. Booms $1.50 per 
day up. Rooms with bath $2 per day up. Victory 3400.

Y. M. a  A. H O T E L
822 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, 111.

1800 rooms —  Fireproof, 50e to $1 a day. Shower 
baths. Cafeteria and Lunchroom. Tho hotel young 
men enjoy.

Cleveland, Ohio
v w n r  A M  Q  T  H1 P  TV A v r t t  /-v  m  - n  t  High-class family apartment hotel catering to select 
N l i W  A H L a  1  i i / K U A M  HOT E L  transient trade. On beautiful Euclid Ave. in business 2142 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, Ohio district. Rooms single or en suite. A  la carte, table

d'hote.
Milwaukee, Wis.

HOTELS MARTIN & MEDFORD
Milwaukee, Wla.

European Plan, 
ovor 500 rooms, 
and a la carte.

New addition to be opened soon, then 
Rates $1.50 to $3. Meals table d'hote 
Moat beautiful lobby lounges In city.

R E P U B L I C A N  H O T E L
3rd and Cedar Sta., Milwaukee, Wla.

"The Home of Delicious Foods.”  In the heart o f Mil­
waukee. Grill: Luncheon 65c; Dinner 85c; rooms $1.50 
up. Bay Smith. Director, "The Reasonable Republican."

Thrifty Wasters
(Continued from Page 261)

other reason why people do not save is 
because there are fe wfacilities for sav­
ing. No agencies have been developed. 
The modem bank is a new and com­
paratively unknown institution. Few 
co-operative enterprises financed by 
bonds have been tried. China is in her 
“ferrying across generation” or transi­
tion period from the old individual 
principle to the modern co-operative 
system and because of the confusion 
and trouble people do not know.which 
way toturn-for'economiorelief. They 
know^they must have monfeybut how 
'to get it and save it is the problem.

The Young Men’s Christian Associa­
tion was the first organization to tackle 
the problem of developing thrift in\a 
business-like way. Last year the Na­
tional Committee at Shanghai pro­
jected a plan that was taken up en­
thusiastically by nearly a dozen of. the 
leading cities of the country. /
r  Charles C. Shedd, industrials'secre- 
ftary of the Hankow Y. M. C. A., 
writes: “During-the five days of the 
thrift campaign we held forty-three lec- 
jtures i$; sixteen.. different .fitecegtfrith a 
total attendance of r12,405. In addition 
'nearly 60,000 pieces of thrift literature 
were distributed and about 700 copies 

j of i thrift charts in Chinese dress were 
1 exhibited in schools, banks, shops, fac­
tories and churches.

"To conserve the interest and provide 
convenient facilities for savings we 
opened ‘Saving Information Bureaus' 
in our buildings at Wuchang, Hankow 
and Chiaokow. We also arranged with 
a Chinese bank to send men at regular 
times to receive or pay deposits. We 
encouraged the use of the Chinese Pos­
tal Savings and other reliable plans.”

0 NE of the most striking features of 
the national campaign was the 

palt played by Governor Feng Yu- 
hsiang, |hg Christian general, who, 
in 1900, was among the Boxers who 
slew and burned the entire missionary 
body in Paotingfu in 1900. As these 
acts were being committed he heard the 
words of a timid missionary girl plead­
ing that the lives of the innocent ones 
might be spared, and they stuck in his 
mind. Twelve years later he heard 
Dr. John R. Mott in Peking speak on 
the Christian life, was converted and 
later baptized. He immediately began 
talking with his troops and converting 
them until today there are nearly 10,­
000 Christians in his army. There 
have been Christian generals and ad­
mirals in the world before this, but 
never before has there been such devo­
tion, efficiency, soberness and earnest­
ness on the part of so large a body of 
troops—Cromwell’s Ironsides not ex­
cepted.

But to return to the story. When 
G. H. Cole, secretary for visual instruc-
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