


The Franklin statue at the University of Penhsylvania,
modelled by Dr. R, Tait McKenzie,
It represents Franklin at the age of 17,
entering Philadelphia.

) ~The ﬁortrait of Benjamin Franklin on the cover
is from a painting by Joseph Sifrede Duplessis in the Boston Public Library.
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|! IPBENJAMIN FRANKLIN ~

"Tapostle of Thrift and Frugality

His Autobiography

f the most mterestmg aytobiogra hles the

WOfJ hsever Wn a cla S'f In American litera-
ture rea n Hyeda ike In every land, waswnﬁte(n z
Ben| am ran in Here as now ereesed;revea th
Persona o this rea ﬁmﬁancan— IS Jndustr |§
ng nmy hi || n an ract |ca rew
g erstan in %o Lﬂnan nature: |S|nteret|na things,
th great and sma

S
Franklin n writing_his autobipgraphy in 1771,
wregdl %ngz in tne orm OF Feq Pt)éls \lfe?or

! r{ems t% HM ? : Im

reléfnlgeth% Itgt[h ea” I?VFG)%E %gvelrearortevvoobei%rrg
onI ?Ift%/ ﬁuneYearSﬁ Fran f ﬁong life. The rem%?nlng
ears of his lite ears 0 ﬁa gsmanship an
gpomacy wh he aoored n beH of American In-

e I
ependence an 'n undation of American govern-
ment, are not touc ed upon.

i]ma?/ t Franklin_pur oseIR/ omitted lr ecount-
the story 9rea t inf ue ce and alccom men
hat ome and ab 0ad e stru g?d and Jabore
an rose to this position o honor was ‘of more Interest
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A penny saved 'i\TWOBe a%rersc & gfoat a year.

to_him. He was first and Jast a self-made American, and
this he makes known in his Autobiography.

Boston

Agood deal more 6han E)wo centuries ago, ?n SuPda
Januar 17 76 a ¥was o 1 ittle frane
house %so he same a ternoon he
was ta en o the d Sout Meetrn Hause, ]USt across
he street, where, ewa christened fﬂ amir ranklrn
His parents, J ra A ran Fran g carce
aware that anr ust]dous name heen IStQry,

at e,r son would become Amerr a’s rrst rea scrhe
h oso er an statesman The t
{ da ? er child. in an a[re umerous amr
{r Ben ﬁmrn was t e fr teenth of jeve

F6reann i hildren, tenth and youngest son of Josia

Thrift frugalit h f this N
LI N

England honsehol
Per enced a lesson in wrse spen rngww IC ewas never
orget, Many years, afterwar e f‘ d man, g

[ecou te the story in a charmrnrg rtée esay calle
The W rstIe He Wﬁs se en ars da r}
lven a nnrfs which he hastened to spen o
em— ona en h arens saw ? q
as the wh | Leproac the \r

im and told h %l our t s rts va

esspn went ver eeﬁ an P]a rn resolve never

again to “give too much for the whistle.”

L.ooked upon as a tithe, the tenth Franklrn son was
destined for the ministry and was sent to grammar
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“R eading makes a érll man—meditation
ofound man—discourse a clear man.”

schoo at the age of eight, but the hard-working father
soon became awar hat e could not(afford the” cost of
the neces eucatron an en amrn
trans erre t % rrtrn and arit trc Y\l
earso ts entr yrn %r? he
ounddt verﬁ

t rrn his candle an soa sriH
someto cut wicks and dip mo sand fé‘ %r ﬁ
threatened to run away to sea, as an o %r
one. ewasan actr\re ou gsterand coul outdo a(!
other osrn ming an rowrnd Even asac e
n Ind vr ua st one 0 h mmrng nts waﬁ 1o
ite, aste estrrng wrrs nd let the kite
hrm through the wat ehe ay quietly on his

thrs boy liked above all else was to read,
and tﬂrsg o]rs tendency pe suar? 8 hfs ?ather t0 mﬁ<§
Hnt rP At the a eo twelve he was appre tice
a brother ames, who had rrntrn ce rn
P ton. The story o hese aﬂo %ntrces dal_r( r%
ug/old rnFan IrnsAh aB en ad
access to more Dooks, as he cou row th em rom
ap rentices of boo seélers Ofte H up most of .the
ht so that he could return e mqrning.
T en s l(ngenérrt vrsedaPanw £ C0 d
a Tew books and also have mofe time orra Ing.
ecided to ﬁome a veE&etara Ie-l roios?]

rﬁcen)ws rother give him weekl 0
ad J P min, woucp 0 rg
T Rrs amount

O [ o o
Lig the ot hergsrlrvgrse

hlm oun dleht aHadV\/eI;traﬁternrr%St(B reCa
away at their meals.



things Al ngt%rlengufﬁ(rzzlt to sloth.”

ﬁ had Lound ari hhmetrc dif |cuIt for hrm t school

now he took an arithmetic an eomerjy

mastered hemb hrmself |kewrse he studie

a,rammar and ne tun ertoo ? |mpr?ve |s mann ro
riting., He happened rr]pon a volume of the spectator an

was sodeIA hted with the ease and charm of the st Kle that
? decide iossr le, to Imitate 1t, A ter ma ﬂ note

R e ideas GXRTESSG f\ e book, set
Imse t € tas of ISEUSSI en ar%m% UpOﬂ t em,

Ht% sownwors ut after the m A’r ISOH
nd Stee n completion he compared Nis Work wit
Le orl | al, “discove rég an, correctmg his n]|sta ehs
H that he neede Increase hisvocabulary
Bur edseveral pap ers of the spectator INt0 Verse: thrfP
into gros lH suc aIfotramm and se
mastery Be jamin Fra In grew mto greatness

About thrﬁ Jme James Franklin began go publrst\
newspaper called The New England Gourant. 900N articles
£ Iof ly humor and rse 0 servatrons sr ﬂbg Mrs

encem '”%1” jﬁcvre/eres Wergtsglgght tha OWe?g
U%P é muct%specu ation as to therrauthgr AF

ut amm IS secret several months, inwardly
elate thrswrtrng should cause so much comment.

In . 1722 Ja FS Franklin was forbrdden by loca

aut orrtres to ? |snewsp VY Ich_now a Pﬂea
rh he na eo Benjamin rankm To acc |s

[)rste g renticeship agreement was ubr anc

ut negv prentice p%peﬁwer secret mae yJames

to _hold his"younger njami % far too In-

telligent to "he bound in thrs ay. His Dbrother was



“Look‘gefore, or you'll find }/ourselfl;;ehrnd
orrowing makes sorrowing

becomrng more overbearrng and lgealous and Ben(r)amrn
announced th a]t he waqul wor for _him 8
Vrsrtrmg %t Jrntrncg 0 ses In Boston, 8 H
that nis brother had preceded him anF nersua F e
owners not o emg o}Y Accordingly Boston lost a
printer and Philadelphia gained one.

“B. Franklin, Printer”
VERYONE nows gof Frfa Irns rctur
He lett

qhue arr va In Phradeg?L ome S etI
an we wereewsunaet§
hnd work. storm tossed vo a etoP h eIFhra an

tired, (T; runaway on a fg Sunaay
morning in Oco er, 172% arrr eg In Philate|phia, He
%toppe a]ta] akery and qh three pennies worth 0
read, which In Boston woulg have een an ord rnagr
am?unt Ibut here he wass(rgrrsed to receive three

Pufa/ rol ith a roll undeér each arm and eatrn

hir I}e Walkedu MarketSree rea
menA oun sta din rna rwa rss ora
Ree seve ears ater as to become

In Phrladelphra Franklrn oon foi d worli“rn aﬁrrnt-

n e, and Wasern when nis super
r(r]owﬁ e and ab gttr ct% rIIram er
Govern of the Prov ce, Who advised oung n?
et ug husiness Imse IHI ent so afas t dp er
f] rnan e him and sutg geste t at Ho to Eng o
rsprrn rn\kgl %uripmen Frankl rn set sall. for Lon on ong
earn ar out a sea, hat Kerth had cerv
nrm and had not sent th% etters of rntr% uction a]n e
eha promised. Reac rng London, he found himse



e R B v

second time in a strange city, with only a little money.
Byt Franklin made his way in. London as he had in

el E TS i e
ol

eturnéd to Phila e 1a, an older an a wiser man, to
hec m? the cIer of Mr. De ham, a merchant But thi a
work lasted six mon enham died an

Franklin returne to the prrntrngl\ﬁusrne

Franklrn Was t enty twow en eand Hu h Meredith
printin %v n(]on Mar tree ye:a ter
arnershr |ssolve and esr {
r ter pp red over oor era ar rom
asI){da ere were two oh rrntrnﬁ esta |s ments |n
h e |a Mang/sar at rnr H not e able
to meet the compétition, hut .a friend o{ arr
rdrcted otherwrse “For the |n ustry of that F ran
aid he, “Is SHPerror to anythi Iever saw of the king
see him strIH en I%o home rom t)he Club and
is at worka ain before rs ner hors are out of
The utouro% nhy reveals a Vivi Prcture of this quret
|ndustr [ est plainly,” wrote Franklin. * Iwafs ﬁeen
?]dp aceso dle |ve |on Inever Went out g
orso » % ﬁt]wasnotaov
m Rusrnes sometrmes rou ome the vt)
Bareo\alsed at the ‘stores thro™ the streets on a Wheel

r]anglrns n%wsm per, “The. enns lvania Gazette
wda estin t oonres Besides the' r arn WS and
vertrsements it coHtarne uarntla ec tes an E -

= —urs

says which, Franklin could write in a style so
pecu|raﬁ nrs%wn This was an art of his, that everything
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for Age d Went e you e 1

he wrote was alive with %ofod humor_and wise comment.
In fact, he is known as the first American humorist.

osT fPtohortRlchard ; |

rinters of tha e Issued an alm a
M matt%rot course, byt when FrankEI\m ules?t tns
Poor Rlchards Almana(; he created a cha act at IS
jfust as adve dp g Jn 1733 when foor RiC ar Was
Irst introduce or Ich aJ sscraps of it and wisdom

scattere eA manac reaching the qospel
? ant ang 9 work aptgsavegselzeg Ht
e sa |n oor Richard were

ngBIna W|th Franklln tpe hi se stated he&lwere ‘the

Vrnlasggnnem "ta”t? i eerso mffbaetnl(c)gsln oEPteverygay ﬁvmq

For ¢ Went f|ve years Franklin published “his A

manac, his |n uence and reputa 1on rowmq with the

pver- mcrea |n popu anty of P or Richard. n t e Iast
Issue edjte that of the ]yeFar 17% r(an
summarize e best say mgs 0 oor |c ar In a
remarkable paeface WhICh IS sal e e]s_> ser (1
Ever reached on Indust rey a]n ru afity. Po uI
nown as “Th eWa to Wealth,” it h s een fra aate
Into . a most ever n uage and has been printe

reprinte a a|n a
p. ran C|se Por(%reach d as t dustry and

e age retir
trom ac |ve uslnessg Tﬂe [at thalfoftltvls I| evoteg
to P% lic serwce a[t e a vance ent o |s counr

u e Ways, ot ink

confinue |mse rl ter
Poor Rlcharg says, “He hat% 3 H an
estate
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BY D'“gencel\/?ggsg) %Peeﬂ% et\/vtg ‘the Cable.

The Scientist and the Inventor

HEN Franklm first returned t o Philadelphia from
London, gamﬁeg maong his frt)end
and studg/ C|rc eJu to Clu
ﬁ to discus quesponso orals, Polmcs and naum!
B OSOR ){tha{ﬂj a0 smeentslulc ecés mesented hae Ct
P enomena of Yapors be expl Ineélg gnd \& yraogs tn
lame of a candle tend upwar sm aspire?

Onl heorlze Wlt t practlc I results Was
Hot Fnre}/nk in rY {% eyd tﬂ ewai %
0

rln Ing busiress, he IR Penns ania
rlre ace, ? ?p?n stove, which gave more heat ang was
eesssS f\ﬁvqstefu

It 15 still used and called the Franklin stove.

. The SOPI of Frankllns ex enments with electrluty
Is one. of the most thrill mg d amazin w S (1 IC
mvestlgat]on Here was a re |re g& ?tero Philade P I3,

Suc-

ueI than a fire Iace [t was ¥se Auc
r

Y for mor ?ﬂ a centurX and 1n modifie

who, ¢ stln% aside the com;t) licated tormulas an

Al meorey %e%%rlecrtsmﬁrstlﬁ r°XFvau“% én%{““ i
PR L
vented ¥he | tnmg ro% Ich Js to t }ﬁs day ﬁe best
protection we have dgainst lightnin

Itwals in 1745 that Franklgn flrs?J)ecamelnterested in
el {ma ex'nenments HeJnamtalne nat electricit

e aneemelnt ffuse amonnq and ailraple_I ot
matte Harucu arly %watera metals.” He dave to
the world a simple ‘ter moIogy of the two states of elec-

ahsomal
|c met once a



st 0 g e

tricity, the positive and negative, or plus and minus.
He suggested to French scientists a method by which
lightning could be drawn from clouds by means of an
elevated metal rod, but before he received word that this
had been accomplished in France, he had flown his famous
kite. It was because there was no elevation in Philadel-
phia high enough'for his experiment that Franklin con-
ceived the idea of using a kite.

On a June day in 1752, a man and a hoy —Benjamin
Franklin and his’son—set forth into a storm, carrying a
kite. They walked to the outskirtS'ofPhiladelphia where,
under the protection of an old shed, they sent up their
kite into the_storm¥ sky. Asa black thundercloud swept
across the kite, a key attached to the end of the string
Franklin was holding became char%ed with electricity,
and from the key he found he could charge his Leydén
jar, which, at that time, was the only_known device for
storing electricity.  Thus did FranKlin actually prove
that lightning and electricity are identical.

Franklin’s fame as a philosopher and a man of science
was_soon recognized hboth at home and abroad. He
received the degree of Master of Arts from hoth Harvard
and Yale; in 1759 he received an LL.D. from the
University of St. Andrews in Scotland, and later another
degree from Oxford. At the outbreak of the Revolutionar
War, Dr. Franklin was thf be?t known and most ré-
nowned American abroad, largely through his scientific
achievements,
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“Lost Tim

I tﬁ IS nev%r found a%ain.”

at riseth late must trot all Day.”

Throughout his_life he was always observing and in-
vestlgatln%, collectlnq facts and writing his conclusions.
It would De impossible here to recount all the contribu-
tions in original thmkln% he made to this world of ours: a
few of them will show the activity of his mind and the
versatility of his interest.

Franklin was the first to discover that northeast
storms come out of the southwest, proving that storms
travel in an opposite direction from that of the wind.
He demonstrated that oil on the water will quiet the
waves. Hewas the firstto propose darllght-savmg time. He
demonstrated the production of cold by evaporation. He
wrote many articles on food and diet, emphasizing always
a “sparmF and simple diet.” By making tests with" variots
colored cloths on snow, on a stnny day, he demonstrated
thatwhite does not attract the heat as much as black and
dark colors, and recommended white clothes for the
tropics. He was far ahead of his time in his theory of
ventilation, believing that the air of a room is poisoned by
repeated respiration. Franklin threw open his bedroom
vvllndgws when everyone else slept with theirs tightly
closed.

He made for his own use the first P_alr of hifocal
glasses. He is believed to have made the first mangle for
ironing clothes, which, in 1787, he demonstratéd for
General Washington according to the dlar?/ of the latter.
He invented a musical instrument called the harmonica.

He used a simple but effective method to teach the
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“NAhen you're good to others
Y gyou are best to yourself.”

Pennsylvania farmers to use mineral fertilizers. “This has
been plastered,” he wrote in letters of plaster on an open
field, and these letters soon rose hl%h above the suy-
rounding vegetation. While in France ne followed closely

"the balloon “experiments. “Of what use is a balloon?”
some one asked_in Dr. Franklin’s presence. “Of what use,”
he answered, “is a new-born bahe?”

He had vision to see the vast progress ahead for his
country and for civilization. He wrote in a letter: “I have
sometimes almost wished it had been_my destiny to be
born two or three centuries hence. For” invention and
improvement are prolific, and beget more of their kind.
The present progress is rapid. Many of great importance,
now ynthought of, will before that period be produced:
and then | might not only enjoy their advantages but
have m curlosmf ratified in” Knowing what they are
to be.” How keenr r. Franklin would™relish this world
of radio and aeroplane.

The Public Citizen

To'do' qood to his fellow man was one of the first

_principles of Bendamln_FrankIm. In his home city of
Philadelphia, his undertakings were progressive as well
as public-spirited. Here he originated and established the
first circulating library, the forerunner of the countless
libraries of today. Here he organized the first city fire
department. He" caused the Streets to be paved and
lighted and policed,and organized the first street-cleaning
department. He established the first academy in Phila-
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Jf you would have sé%unreﬁgggnﬁsﬁot, send.”

deIPhia, now the University of Pennsylvania. He helped
to found the_ first hospital, ‘and organized the first Penn-
sylvania militia.

The Diplomat and the Statesman

IVING at Number 7 Craven Street, London,
Franklin spent fifteen years in England as agent for
the Colony of Pennsylvania, and it was during his second
mission in"this capacity that his ability as a diplomat was
first revealed, when at the time of the agitation over the
Stamp Tax, he was called before Parliament and ques-
tioned. T_hrou?hout his_long examination, Dr. Franklin
was at his best; calm. dignified, astute in his answers, he
was an important factor in the repeal of the StamB Act,
At the time when most men retire from public life
Dr. Franklin, in" 1775, began a second great career of
usefulness to his country. He was in his Seventieth year
when he became a member of the Continental Congress
and threw all the weight of his vigorous_ personalityinto
the cause of independence. He was active on ten” com-
mittees and worked tirelessly day and night. Thomas
Jefferson submitted the original draft of the Declaration
of Independence to Franklin who, making a few minor
changes, heartllgl supported it. “We must all hang
together, or most assuredly we shall all hang separatel?{
was Franklin’s wise comment as the members of the
Congress affixed their signatures. _
The signature of Benjamin Franklin appears on all
four of the great state papers by which our independence
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By RSB e

was achieved—the Declaration of Independence, the
Treaty of Alliance with France, the Treaty of Peace with
England, and the Constitution of the United States. No
other patriot has this distinction.

His diplomatic negotiations, with. France were his
greatest contribution ‘to American independence, and
resulted in the French alliance, without which our in-
dependence could not have been established at that time,
No one except Franklin, so respected and esteemed both
at home and abroad, could have accomplished this. His
ability as a diplomat has been unequalled in our history.
Franklin arrived in Paris_late in December, 1776: a
little over a year later the Treaty of Alliance was signed,
and the French fleet was hurried to the aid of América.
Even before this, Franklin had secured extensive
loans with which to carry on the war; still more
were badly needed. In 1780 General Washington wrote
to him, “We must have one of two things—peace, or
money from France.” And Franklin responded with
money; in all, he secured twenty-six million francs.

_ Almost overnight the aﬂed philosopher became the
idol of the French nation; he was received with special
honors in_court circles; he was fcited and dined and ac-
claimed. The ladies adored him; his portrait appeared on
snuffboxes, lockets, and every variety .of souvenir; in a
word, he became the fashion of Paris. Here was the
originator of Poor Richard whose maxims of thrift and
industry were so appealing to the French; here was the
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great scientist whose experiments with'electricity had
made him world-famous: and to the French he seeméd also
to typify all that (America was fighting for—liberty and
freedom” and democracy. Yet with 1t all he was. so
delightfully human and dnaffected, original in everythlng
he did, wearing his brown fur cap amid the powdere
heads and wigs, always ready with a charming witticism
or an anecdote sparkling with good humor.

More than a year after the treaty of peace with
England wps signed, Dr. Franklin asked for his recall
from Francq, and was succeeded by Thomas Jefferson.
“You replace Dr. Franklin, | hear,” said the French
Minister of Forelpn Affairs. “I succeed him; no one can
rePIace him,” replied that eminent gentleman. “When he
lett Passy,” said Jefferson, “it seemed as if the village
had lost its 9atr|arch.” He landed in Philadelphia ‘n
September, 1785, amid great rejoicing. Not yet was he
permitted.t» retire to private life, but was elected Presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania Executive Council, to which
office he was three times re-elected.

In 1787, at the aPe of elgPhty-one, he took his seat in
the convention called in Philadelphia to frame the
Constitution of the United States. At the suggestion, of
Washington, the delegates Preeted him standmﬂ]. During
the four’long months of that strenuous session, the vener-
able diplomat was a steadying influence. Many timeswhen
the discussion reached & critical period and dissensign
seemed imminent, a humorous story told by Franklin
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“N 0 man e’er was glorious, .
\Aﬂm was not laborious.”

would save the day and conciliate the factions. At one
time the question of how the states should be represented
produced ‘a deadlock, but Franklin was ready with a
compromise and suggested a Senate to représent the
states equally, and™"a House of Representatives to
represent the states according to their population.

Finally the (T;reat document was ready to be sqned_by
the members of the convention. Calling their aftention
to a painting of a half disk of the sun" on the back of
Washington’s chair, Franklin said: “I have often and
often in"the course of the session and the vicissitudes of
my hopes and fears as to jts issue, looked at that hehind
the President without bem? able to tell whether it was
rising or setting; but now af length | have the happiness
to kriow that it'is a rising, and not a setting sun.

. Benjamin Franklin lived to see the completion of the
first year of the United States under the Constitution he
had helped to formulate. Death came on April 17, 1790.
Into every home Poor Richard still brings his gospel of
thrift and frugality, and the name of Benjamin Franklin
will ever be respected and renowned among all nations,
As Poor Richard says, “A good example is the best
sermon.”

Note: The quotations which form the headings in this book
are taken from the sayings of Poor Richard.
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Dr. Franklin & the Court of France, 1778, fm the painting ty Andre E. Jolly.
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