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SERMON.

acts XX. 35.

I hane skewed you all things, how that so labouting ye
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words
ofthe Lord Jesus, how he said, It is moie blessed to
give than to receive.

OUR Saviour went about doing good. _He sought
opportunities of healing the sick, of relieving the dis-
tressed, and of supplying the wants of the needy- He
laboured, he suffered, and even died for the benefit of
mankind’ And besides displaying such a bright exam-
ple of beneficence, lie abundantly inculcated this duty
in both his public and private discourses. He said at
one time, “ Give to him that asketh thee.” He said
at anothertime, “ Give aims of such things as ye have.”
He said to his apostles in particular, “ Freely ye have
received, freely give.” Being invited to a certain
house, he said to the master of it, “ When thou mak-
est a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the
blind, and thou shalt be blessed ; for they cannot rec-
ompense thee ; for thou shalt be recompensed at the
resurrection of the just.” He publickly applauded the
poor widow, “ who cast her two mites into the treasury.”
He also spake the parable of the good Samaritan, to il-
lustiate the beauty and excellence of a beneficent spirit j
to which he subjoined this perpetual precept, *Go,
and do likewise.” These sayings of Christ are alone
sufficient to justify the exhortation in the text, “ Re-
member the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It
is mote blessed to give than to receive.” But since we
do not find these identical words in any of the Evan-
gelists, we are led”o conjecture, that the writer of the
Acts iefers to certain expression, which Christ often
used in free and familiar conversation with his disciples,
and which they were still able to recollect. It is cer-
tain, however, that Christ taught the sentiment in the
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text, whether he ever did or did not expressly say, “ It
is more blessed to give than to receive.” This ex-
pression needs no comment, though it seems to con-
tain a paradox. Many perhaps are ready to think, that
t-hrist might have said with more propriety, “ It is
fhore blessed to receive than to give.” But it will
ue the business of this discourse to make it appear, that
his declaration is strictly true, *“ It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” To illustrate this practical truth,
and impress it upon every mind, | would observe,

l. There is more real pleasure in giving than in re-
ceiving.

Solomon says, “ Every man is a friend to him that
giveth gifts.” There is ahvays a pleasure in receiving
a gift from the hands of a benefactor ; and this pleasure
is sometimes greatly heightened by the circumstances
of the receiver, or the disposition of the giver. A sea-
sonable gift is acceptable, because it is immediately
beneficial to the receiver. A necessary giftis still more
acceptable, because it comes in a time of want, and re-
moves some pressing calamity or distress. A great
gift excites greater joy, because it not only gratifies the
natural desire of property, but throws the mind mto a
state of pleasing surprise and admiration. Indeed, any
gift, whether great or small, never fails to afford a sen-
sible pleasure to the receiver, when it comes as a mark
of affection and esteem from the giver. But in these
and all other cases, the giver is more blessed than the
receiver. There is a higher and purer happiness in re-
joicing in the good of others, than in rejoicing jn OUr
own good. The receiver rejoices in his own happing ;
and let his joy rise ever so high, it still terminates in
himself. But the giver has a nobler pleasure, which
arises from a nobler source. Instead of rejoicingin hjs
own good, he rejoices in the good of others. As he re-
gards their good in giving, so he enjoys their happiness
in receiving : and this is the purest”affection and finest
feeling of the human heart. It bears the nearest resem-
blance to the felicity of Him, who delighteth isi mercy.
Though giving and receiving may flow from the same
benevolent spirit; yet the pleasure of giving as far sur-



5

passes the pleasure of receiving, as godly joy surpasses
godly submission. In receiving gratefully there is a
mixture of submission to our state of dependence ; but
in giving freely there is a mixture of joy in being able
to give. There is no deduction from the pleasure of
giving ; but there is a deduction from the pleasure of
receiving. The receiver is laid under obligation to the
giver ; but the giver is laid under no obligation to the
receiver. And who can doubt whether it be not more
blessed to give, than to receive an obligation? All the
circumstances also, which have been mentioned, as en-
hancing the pleasure of receiving, equally enhance the
pleasure of giving. The giver is gratified, when he
finds the receiver benefitted. The giver is more grati-
fied, when he finds the receiver is relieved from a bur-
den or calamity. The giver feels a satisfaction in pro-
portion to the magnitude and importance of the bounty
he bestows. And he who gives to express his love and
esteem of the receiver, gratifies the noblest feeling of
his heart. In a word, let the giver’s and the receiver’s
feelings be compared, and every one must acknowledge
the truth of our Saviour’s maxim : “ It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”

1. There is more virtue in giving, than in receiving,
and therefore the giver is more happy than the receiver.

The receiver may, indeed, exercise virtue in accept-
ing a favour from the hand and heart of his benefactor.
He may feel true gratitude to the person, who places
his own happiness in doing him good. And as such
gratitude is a branch of pure benevolence, so it is a vir-
tuous exercise of heart. Hence the receiver may ex-
ercise virtue in some proportion to the kindness of the
giver. But nevertheless there is more virtue in giving
than in receiving. The virtue of the receiver principal-
ly consists in a suitable regard to himself; but the vir-
tue of the giver altogether consists in a proper regard to
others. And surely there is more virtue in regarding
the good of others, than in regarding merely e>ur own
good. There are many circumstances, which augment
the virtue of giving, that do not enhance the virtue of
receiving. The poverty, the distress, and even the un-



worthiness of the receiver, augments the virtue of e
giver. The generality of mankind are more dispose
to give to the rich than to the poor. This our Saviour
remarked and condemned. But it is truly God 1 1 o
bestow favours upon the evil and unthankful. Besi es’
the virtue of the giver is always equal to his design u
giving. A man may give a Bible or some other good
book to a poor and vicious person, with a sincere de-
sign to promote his spiritual and eternal benefit, u
may have a mean or wicked design in receiving it. And
itis generally true, that the giver has much more noble

and extensive views than the receiver. This our
saviour iNtimated in his observation upon the conduct
of the poor widow. Her virtue °
her good intention m giving. Sheniig rastinof
much greater good in view, than those * liramOte
their abundance. The giver of two mi es 1. S

the spread of the gospel and the salvation o

may be far more virtuous than one, who gives
sand dollars for the promotion of a less benevo e
important design. The intention of the giver hxes
degree of his virtue, whether the design for wmci »
gives be eventually obtained or defeated, or w « cv™ #

the consequence of his giving to an " ~ ~ “ principally

publick. Butthere is another thing, 1-itis his self-
magnifies the virtue of the giver, and tia A

denial. There is more self-denial m gi. it| rest) but he

ceiving. He that gives diminishes ms true gjver
that receives increases his property- A receiving,
never glves with a design or expecw* A with real
This our Saviour says Is totally mo ~

chanty. And the wise man sugge N bread up_
when he compares giving to one sc. g of ever
on the waters, without any piesetu 1 1 . Ues thc
seeing it again. Real giving m a*l P bestow
parting with so much of our property, self-de-

upon others ; and for this reason it is an.a<*ie infallible
nial, which is the essence of virtue anc niuCjlvirtue
measure of it. Men ahvavs have just as A ex_

as they h.ve self-denial And their wealth
ercise’more or less self-denial, accorcm #



or poverty. The poor widow exercised great self-deni-
al, because she gave all her living, or the whole of her
temporal interest. The Israelites, who contributed so
largely for the erecting of the Tabernacle in the wilder-
ness, probably spared the most of the property v hich they
brought out of Egypt. The Jews, in the days of Ezra
and Nehemiah, spent a large portion of their treasure, in
repairing the walls of Jerusalem, and in rebuilding and
furnishing the Temple. The famous Howard of Eng-
land, who died a few years ago, expended vast sums
for the relief of the poor and distressed in his own, and
other countries, besides all his labour, danger and
pains in finding out objects of charity. It appears from
these and innumerable other instances of liberality, that
those who give may exercise very high degrees of self-
denial, and of course very high degrees of true virtue. But
we never read in the Bible, nor any where else, of the
self-denial of receiving. The receiver has no natural
bias, habit, or inclination to counteract; but the giver
has all these natural obstacles to overcome. So that the
giver stands far superior to the receiver in point of virtue,
and consequently in point of blessedness. For virtue
and happiness are naturally connected, and bear the inti-
mate relation of cause and effect. Virtue always affords
happiness, unless some incidental cause intervenesto pre-
vent it, and therefore where no such cause occurs to ob-
struct the natural tendency of virtue, the giver is always

more blessed than the receiver.
1. God promises to reward the giver, but not the re-

ceiver. This remarkable distinction plainly intimates,
that it is more blessed to give than to rcccive. God
promises to reward men for doing, but not for receiving
acts of kindness and beneficence.

If we search the scripture upon this subject, we shall
find more ample promises of both temporal and eternal
rewards made to deeds of charity, than even to the duties
of devotion. Here then let us consider iirst the tempo-
ral, and then the eternal rewards promised to beneficent
actions.

There are but few things which God has promised to
reward men for in this life. lie more commonly encour-
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ages them to activity and fidelity in his scrvice, by direct-
ing them to wait for their recompense in a future state ;
but he promises to reward acts of munificence, with spe-
cial tokens of his favour in the present life. | will recite
a number of his peculiar promises to those, who abound
in deeds of charity. “ Blessed is he that considereth
the poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.
The Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive ; and
he shall be blessed upon the earth.,J “ A good man
sheweth favour andlendeth. He hath dispersed, he hath
given to the poor; his horn shall be exalted with hon-
our.” The following sayings were confirmed by com-
mon observation in Israel. “ He thathath mercy on the
poor, happy is he. He that giveth unto the poor shall
not lack. He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed:
for he giveth of his bread to the poor. ~ | here is that
scattereth, and yetincreaseth ; and there is that withhold-
eth more than is meet; but it tendeth to poverty. The
liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall
be watered. Honour the Lord with thy substance, and
with the first fruits of thine increase: so shall thy barns
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with
new wine.” These are words of Solomon, who was
the most critical and judicious observer of the ways of
Providence. He discovered the peculiarsmiles oi Heav-
en upon those, who abounded in acts of kindness and
charity to their fcllow-men. | he prophet Isaiah says,
“The liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal
things shall he stand.” The alms as well as the prayers
of Cornelius were had in divine remembrance, and he
was rewarded in his life time, with peculiartokens of the
divine favour. Thus God often approves and rewards
men fortheirkind and compassionate deeds in the present
life. But thisis not all: he meansto reward them more
openly and fully at the great day of retribution. Hence
our Saviour said to the alms-giver, “ When thou doest
alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand do.
cth :5that thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father
who seeth in secret, himself shall re’yard thee openly.»
He declared, that the smallestact of charity to one of hjs foj.
lowers, should meet with a future recompense. “ Who-



soever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones, &
cup of cold ,water only, inthe name of a disciple, verily |
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.” He
likewise recommended general benevolence by the same
motive, “ | say unto yon, make to yourselves fiends of
the mammon of unrighteousness; that when ye fail, they
may receive you into everlasting habitations.” And on
a certain occasion he observed, that men would gain
more by giving to the poor, than to the rich, because
they would, be more amply recompensed at the resurrec-
tion of the jnst. We are expressly told, “ He who
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly : ‘and lie who
soweth bountifujly shall reap also bountifully.” It ap-
pears from the connexion of this passage, that it has a
sole reference to the future reward of the bountiful giv-
er. There is one passage more, which deserves par-
ticular attention, and that is in the twenty fifth of Mat-
thew, where we have an account of the process of the
general judgment, when both rewards and punishments
shall be impartially dispensed to all mankind. “ Then
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come,
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world : For | wasan
hungered, and ye gave me meat : | was thirsty, and ye
gave me drink : | was a stranger, and ye took me in :
Naked, and ye clothed me : | was sick, and ye visited
me : | was in prison, and ye came unto me.” Accord-
ingl to this representation of the supreme and final
Judge, it seems that no acts of justice, and no acts of
worship, will be so much approved and rewarded at the
last day, as acts of kindness and mercy to those in want
and distress. It is, therefore, the dictate of both scrip-
ture and reason, that it is more blessed to give than to
receive ; yea, that it is more blessed to give, than do
any thing else in the power of our hands.

It now remains to improve the subject.

1. If it be more blessed to give than to receive, then
we ought to entertain the most exulted ideas of the
blessedness of the Supreme Being. He designed from
eternity to promote his own felicity, in giving existence
and happiness to his creatures. He has been con-

B



10

stantly pursuing his original purpose of benevolence,
and dispensing his favours through every part of his
wide dominions. And as he is the most liberal, so he
is the most cheerful giver. He gives, because he de-
lights in giving. He takes infinitely more pleasure in
doing good to his creatures, than they ever do in doing
good to one another. “ If ye,” says Christ to parents,
* know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Father who is in heaven give good
tilings to them that ask him ?” God would have every
one view him as the most cheerful giver, who enjoys the
highest satisfaction in acts of meicy and beneficence.
“ Let him,that glorieth, glory in this, thathe understand-
eth and knoweth me, that | am the Lord, which ex-
ercise loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in
the earth : for in these things | delight, saith the Lord.”
God perfectly enjoys all the good lie bestows, and is in-
finitely more blessed in giving than all his creatures in
receiving. This must give us the most exalted idea of
the blessedness of the kind Parent of the universe, who
is good unto all, and whose tender mercies are over all
his works.

2. If it be more blessed to give than to receive ; then
we may see why charity or beneficence holds the high-
est rank among all the moral and Christian” virtues. It
must be allowed, that charity or any species of gener-
osity is much more admired and applauded by man-
kind, than justice, veracity, fidelity, or any of the vir-
tues, which appear more essential to the order and sup-
port of civil society. This some very ingenious writ-
ers have considered as a paradox, and taken very dif-
ferent methods to explain it. One author, in particular
makes a distinction between the primary and secondary
virtues. He represents justice, veracity, and all the prf.
mary virtues as resulting from the nature of things, and
of course binding upon all mankind ; but he considers
charity, generosity, and all the secondary virtues, as aris-
ing from a different source, being mere voluntary ac-
tions, which men are under no moral obligation to per-
form. And he supposes it is for this reason alone, that
the secondary virtues of charity, liberality, and benefi-
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cence, are so much more admired and applauded, thau

justice, veracity, or any other primary virtues. But

this opinion appears to have no solid foundation. Men

are under the same moral obligation to be generous as

to be just, and are as free and voluntary in doing jus-

tice, as in showing mercy. This leads us to look lor

some other reason for the universal opinion, that charity
«is a more amiable virtue, than even justice or veracity.

And the subject wc have been considering suggests the

true reason ofthis opinion. It is because chanty, or be-
neficence, has more true benevolence or moral excel-
lence in it, than any of the primary virtues. There is
more pure, disinterested love displayed in giving acup
of cokl water in the name of a disciple, than in speaking
the truth, or in doing any act of mere justice. David
discovered more true benevolence and virtue, in his
generosity to Mephibosheth, the poor, feeble son of
Jonathan, than in any of his most splendid actions in the
field of battle. Those who are the most illustrious ex-
amples of charity and beneficence, justly deserve to have
the highest place in the love, esteem, and gratitude of
mankind, and they very seldom fail of receiving this due
reward of their superior virtue. Job’s generosity com-
manded the highest respect and applause of all who saw
and felt the effects of his charity and beneficence.
“ W hen the young men saw him, they hid themselves,
and the aged arose and stood up. Yvheu the ear heard
him, then it blessed him, and when the eye saw him, it
gave witness to him : because he delivered the poor that
cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help
him, and because he was eyes'to the blind, and feet to the
lame, and caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy.”
Charity, liberality, and beneficence are the noblest traits
in the moral and Christian character, and will continue to
command the highest respect of mankind, as long as
they retain their moral discernment of moral excellence.

3. If it be more blessed to give thanto receive, then

it is a great and peculiar favour to be made rich. Pov-
erty is a real calamity in itself, and draws after it a long
train of natural evils. It not only deprives men of the
power and pleasure of giving, but subjects them to thq
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disagreeable necessity of receiving alms. This calam-
ity, in a greater or less degree, prevails dirough the
worid. There are many more in a state of poverty,
than in a state of mediocrity ; and many more in a state
of mediocritv, than in a state ol wealth and affluence.
It is Onlv a few families in any place 01 in any nation,
who are comparatively rich ; and among these, there are
mainl individuals, who, by misconduct o misfortune,
are reduced to the most reproachful and painful povcity.
God commonlv dispenses weakh wiih a sparing hand,
and of course* highly -distinguishes as well as Javours
tho&e upon whom he lavishes the bounties of providence.
Accordingly we find, that he has given wealth as a pe-
culiar toktn of his favour to his peculiar friends. He
nude Abraham, Job, and the patriarchs rich ; and
promised to'bestow the same mark of his favoui upon
his ancient covenant people, so iong as they continued
dutiiul and obedient. So that it becamc a proverb in
Israel : “ The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and
he addeth no sorrow v,ith it.” Wealth ought to be es-
teemed a peculiar favour, not merely as the source of
private and personal benefit, butas a talent to be em-

ployed to the glory of God, and to tlie good of mankind.
W hat benevolent man would not wish to be able to feed

the hungry, clothe the naked, relieve the distressed, and
promote every charitable and beneficent design ? Who,
that has the spirit of a man or of a Christian, would not
esteem it an honour and a privilege to be the steward
of God, to dispense the blessings of his goodness to his
indigent creatures ? How happy was Job in doing good
to the poor, the fatherless, and the widows ? And how
much happier still was Joseph in supplying the wants
of millions, and saving whole nations from the fatal ef-
fects of famine ? All men of opulence have abundant
reason to be thankful, that God has given them the pow-
er of gratifying their own benevolent feelings in pro-
moting the happiness, and diminishing the miseries of
the objects of charity.
4. If it be more blessed to give than to receive, then

we may learn what ought to be the supreme and govern,
ing motive of men, in pursuing their secular concerns.,
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and seeking to increase their worldly interest. The great
mass of mankind are extremely attached to the world,
and are willing to labour, and toil, and run every haz-
ard to accumulate property, and acquire a large portion
of the good things of liie. But they are too generally
proripted to gain the world from mean and mercenary
motives. Some labour to be rich from the motive of
avarice or a hoarding disposition ; some labour to be
rich from the motive ofambition, or a desire ofrising to
honour and influence ; but many more, perhaps, are
eager to enlarge their fortunes, for the sake of display-
ing grandeur, and gratifying the evi! propensities of
their carnal hearts. They wish to lay up goods for
many years, that they may fare sumptuously every day,
and live a life of indolence and dissipation. All these
are men of the world, who choose their portion in this
life, and who labour to be rich from selfish and forbidden
motives. But there still remains one virtuous and laud-
able motive, which ought to induce all men to be labo-
rious and industrious in getting the world, arid increas-
ing dieir earthly treasures. It is the motive of pure, dis-
interested benevolence, or an ardent desire to do good,
and communicate of their abundance to those, whom
providence lias thrown into a state of poverty and dis-
tress. This is the noble motive to be active and in-
dustrious in gaining the world, which governed the
conduct of the apostle Paul, and which ought to govern
the conduct of all other ministers, and of ail other men,
in their worldly pursuits. “ | have coveted up, man’s
silver or gold or apparel,” says he to the Lklers of Eph-
esus. “ Yea, ye yourselves know that these hands have
ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were
with me. | have showed you all things, how that so
labouring ye ought to support the uxak, and to remem-
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, how he.said, It is
more blessed to give than to receive.” There is little
danger of man’s being too industrious and laborious to
become rich, from the benevolent motive of ministering
to the wants and necessities of the poor, and of promot-,
*ng the cause and interest of Christ. The farmer and
mechanick ought to labour with their hands, the soldier
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and seaman oughtto jeopard their lives, and all classes
of men ought to use every latvful method, to enlarge
their fortunes, that they may be more and more able to
do deeds of charity and benevolence. It is the will of
God, that every one should “ labour, working with his
ha .ds the tiling which is good, that he may have to give
to him that needeth.” This is the only virtuous and
laudable motive, which ought to govern men in all their
desires and exertions to abound in wealth and affluence.

5. If it be more blessed to give than to receive, then
none have any reason to think that they are real Chris-
tians, who have never experienced this peculiar blessed-
ness- All who have been partakers of the divine na-
ture, have felt and expressed the spirit of beneficence,
and enjoyed the pure pleasure of doing good. This is
an infallible criterion by which all ought to try and de-
termine their spiritual state.

The apostle Paul, after describing the marks ofapos-
tasy in die sixth of Hebrews, represents acts of benefi-
cence as good evidence of Christian sincerity. “ But,
beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and
things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.
For God is not unrighteous, to forget, your work and la-
bour of low which ye have shewed toward his name, in
that ve have ministered to the saints, and do minister”
The'apostle James will not allow any person to have the
least spark of grace, who is destitute of kindness and
compassion to the objects of charity. “ What doth it
profit, my brethren, though a.man say he haih faith, and
have not works ? can faith save him ? Ifa brother or
sister be naked and destitute of daily food ; and one of
you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed,
and filled, notwithstanding ye give them not those
things which are needful to the body ; what doth it pro-
fit? Pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this: To visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction.” The benevolent apostle John makes
beneficence essential to the Christian character, without
Wim’h no person has any ground to view himself as pos-
sessed of the love of God. *“ But whoso hath this
world’s good, and seeth his brother have need.,



15

shutteth up liis bowels of compassion from him, how'
chvelleth the love of God 11t him V For he thatloveth not
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love G id
whom he hath not seen ? J3y this same criterion, our
Saviour tried the amiable young man in the gospel, and
proved him to be entirely destitute of grace, notwith-
standing his high pretensions to piety. ‘1Then Jesus be-
holding him, loved him, and said unto him, one tiling
thou lackest : go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast,
and gfac to the poor ; and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.
And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved;
for he had great possessions. And Jesus looked round
about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God !”
Beneficence is the most infallible rule, by which the pro-
fessors of religion ought to try their own sincerity, and
by which others ought to regulate their opinion of their
piety. This method of trial is founded on the well
known principle, that a good tree will yield good fruit,
a pure fountain will send forth pure streams, and a be-
nevolent heart will produce bcneficent actions.  If those
who profess to be better than others, would do more
than others in acts of kindness and charity, they would
exhibit that evidence of the reality, the beauty, and the
importance of the Christian religion, which none of the
ungodly world can gainsay or resist.

6. If it be more blessed to give than to receive, then
the covctous and parsimonious defeat their own design,
and take the direcr method to diminish rather than to in-
crease their temporal interest. There is not a fewamong
men of easy and affluent circumstances, who endeavour
to increase their fortunes and lay up goods for many
yeius, notonlv by shutting their eyes and Ccusand heaits
and hands against the objects of charity, but even by de-
frauding and oppressing the poor and necessitous.  .This
course of conduct is extremely umvise, and may_prove
as injurious to themselves as it is unkind and unjust to
others. If they would duly consult the dictates of their
own reason and observation, and especially what God has
said upon this subject, they would be fully convinced,
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that this their uav is their folly, which directly tends to
deprive them of the good they arc seeking after, and to
b,iu;r upon them the evil which they so greatly dread
and labour to avoid- a There is that scattereth, and yet
ircre .seth; and there is that withholdeth more than is
Tnret, bat it tendetb to poverty. He that withholdeth corn,
the people shall curse him but blessing shall be upon
the head of him that selteth it. Whoso stoppeth his ears
at 'he cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall
;)0; be heard. He that oppresseth the poor to increase
his riches, and he that givcth to the ,,ch, shall surely
come to want. Hear this, O ye that swallow up the
needy, cvcu to make the poor of the land to fail, saying,
v.'hen will the new moon be gone, that we may sell
corn'? and the Sabbath, that we may set forth wheat,
mi.king the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsify,
ir.g the balances by deceit? That we may buy the poor
for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes ; yea, and
sell the refuse of the wheat? The Lord hath sworn by
the excellency of Jacob, surely | will never forget any of
their works.'5 It is easy for God to blast the hopes and
destroy tlie interests of such selfish, parsimonious, and
hard hearted men, and they have great reason to fear,
that, while they are shutting up their bowels of compas-
sion from the'proper objects of compassion, God will
ehher take away the property which he iias given them,
or turn it into a curse both to themselves and to their
posterity.

7- If it be more blessed to give than to receive, then
those who are able to give should esteem it a favour,
when Providence presents them with opportunities of
giving. Our Lord told his disciples, “ Ye have the
poor always \vi;h you.” God has wisely ordained, that
there should always be objects of charity in this world,
and fair opportunities of trying the hearts of the sel-
fish, arid of gratifying the hearts of the pious and
b-neficent. This is tlie reason God gave to his own
peculiar people, \ihy there should be aiwuys some poor
awul needy ones among them, and why” they should
cheerfully conuihuie to their comfort and relief, * {m
taere be among you a poor man of thy brethren,
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within any of thy gates in thy land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor
shut thine hand from thv poor brother ; but thou shalt
open thy hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him
sufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth. Be-
ware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart,
saying, the seventh year, the year of release, is at hand :
and thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou
givest him nought, and he cry unto the Lord against
thee, and it be sin unto thee. Thou shalt surely give
him, and thine heart shall not be grieved when thou
givest him : because that for this thing the® Lord ihy
God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all thou
puttest thine hand unto* T*or tHcj)oo} sficill hcoli cl\isc
out of the land. Therefore | command thee, saying,
thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy
poor, and to thy needy in thy land.” The rich and the
affluent have always had opportunities ofgiving, but they
were never more highly favoured with such opportunities,
than at the present day. The great and interesting rev-
olutions among both Christian and heathen nations,
have opened a wide door for the ample display of general
benevolence and private charity. There never have
been in any age of Christianity, perhaps, so many benevo-
lent designs formed, to diffuse temporal and spiritual
blessings among mankind, as at the present time. The
Missionary Societies, the Tract Societies, the Bible
Societies, the Theological Societies, and the various
species of Humane Societies, have greatly multiplied
within these very few years. All these societies not
only present opportunities of doing good, but loudly call
upon all classes of men to contribute, in some mode or
other, to the temporal and spiritual benefit of those who
a: e suffering by a famine of bread, or a famine of knowl-
edge, or a famine of hearing the word of the Lord. Let
the rich and all who enjoy a competency of the good
things of life, improve these precious opportunities of
giving from the purest motives and for the noblest ends.
Let them every where contribute according to their
abilities, for the comfort and relief of the poor, for the
private and public instruction of youth, for the main-
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tenance of ministers at home, for the support of mis-
sionaries abroad, find for the propagation of the gospel
to the ends of the earth.

Let them cheerfully and unanimously enter into the
wide field of benevolence and charity, which is nOw
opened before them. Let them not think nor say, there
are yet four months, and then cometh the harvest; but
lift up their eyes, and look on the fields, winch are white
already to harvest. The time is come, the time that
the Lord’s house should be built, 1he time is come
when Christians of all denominations are praying for the
prosperity of Zion, and expending their property for the
enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Ifyou either
refuse or neglect to open your hearts and your hands in
aid to this most benevolent design of saving precious
and immortal souls from endless misery, you will incur
the highest displeasure of your final Judge. *“ If thou
forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and
those that are ready to be slain ; if thou sayest, behold,
we knew it not¢ doth not he that pondereth the heart
consider it ? and he that keepeih thy soul, doth not he
know it ? and shall not he render to every man accord-
ing to his works ?” W e do, therefore, agreeably to the
apostle’s direction, “ charge them that are rich in this
world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncer-
tain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us all
things richly to enjoy. That they do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to com-
municate, Jaying up in store for themselves a good foun-
dation against the time to come, that they lay hold on
eternal life.” A mere pang of compassion, or a solitarv
act of beneficence will not fulfil your Christian obliga-
tions, nor establish your Christian characters, nor afford
you the blessedness of the bountiful giver. You must
devise and pursue liberal tilings, and keep your hearts
and hands continually open to deeds of charity. You
must in a word live up to the spiritof our Saviour’s com-
mand to all his followers: “ Sell that ye have, and give
alms : provide for yourselves bags which wax not old,
a treasure in the heavens that failethnot.”



AN EXTRACT

From Dr. Griffin's Missionary Sermon, delivered before
the general Assembly of the Presbyterian Churchy in
Philadelphia, May 23, 1805.

W ILL the government of God convert the heathens
without the means of grace ? W hat nation was ever so
converted ? It is contrary to the established method of
divine grace. How shall they believe in him, of whom
they have not heard ? And how shall they hear without
a preacher ? No, my brethren, missionaries must go
among them ; and they must be supported. Who then
shall sustain the expense, if not the Christian world ? and
what portion of. the Christian worlds rather than the
American churches ? And what individuals of these
churches, rather than ourselves ? Heaven has given us
the means ; we are living in prosperity on the very lands,
from which the"wretched pagans have been ejected.
W e will mot shift this honourable burden upon others.
W e would sooner contend for it as a privilege. But we
need not contend ; it is ample enough to satisfy the de-
sires of all. Tire expense of christianizing only the
savages on our borders will be great, and every man is
under bonds to God to bear his full proportion of this
expense. For whom but for the Redeemer was your
wealth created ? Thus saith the Lord, your silver and
your gold is mine. Should we sordidly close our hands
against him, he can, with infinite ease, extorta hundred,
fold, by sending a blast intoour fields, a disease into'our
families, or a fire into our dwellings. It is a maxim,
that admits of general application, Whosoever will save
his life shall lose h ; but whosoever will lose his life for
Christ's sake, the same shall save it By one
shower of rain, by one restraint upon the winds, that
would sink your ship, by one breeze sent to fan from
your door the pestilential vapour, he can repay you. And
he can bestow the blessings of eternity on you and your
children. The best security for remuneration is offered.
He tenders yon his blessing to reward your charity.
And now are you Christians ? The trial is to be
made. The everlasting fates of men turn upon the ex-
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istenre of a temper to prefer the blessing of God to
mammon. To the merciful, he will show himselfmerciful.
1hme nothing tospare, is the plea of sordid reluctance.
But a far different sentiment will be formed amidst the
scenes of the last day. Men now persuade themselves that
they have nothing to spare till they can support a certain
style of luxury, and have provided for the establishment of
children. But in the awful hour, when you, and I, and
all the pagan nations, shall be called irom our graves to
stand btlore the bar of Christ, whatcomparison will these
objects bear to the salvation of a single soul ? Eternal
mercy ! let not the blood of heathen millions be found
in our skirts ! Standing as | now do, in sight of a dis-
solving universe, beholding the dead arise, the world in
flumes, the heavens fleeing away, all nations convulsed
with terror, or wrapt in the vision of the Lamb, | pro-
nounce the conversion of a single pagan of more value
than all the wealth, that ever omnipotence produced.
Oh such an awful subject it becomes me to speak with
caution; but 1solemnly own, that were there but one
heathen in the world, and he in the remotest comer of
Asia, if no greater duty confined us at home, it would
be worth the pains forall the people in America to em-
bark together to carry the gospel to him. Place your
soul in his soul’s stead. Or rather consent fora moment
to change condition with the savages on our borders.
\Veicyou posting on to the judgment of the great day,
in the darkness and pollution of the pagan idolatry, and
were they living in wealth, in this very district of the
church, how hard would it seem for your neighbours to
neglect your misery ! W ben you should open your eyes
in the eternal world, and discover the ruin, in which they
had suffered you to remain, how would you reproach
them that they did noi even sell their possessions, if no
other means were sufficient, to send the gospel to you.
A,y flesh tumbles at the prospect! But they shall not
reproach us. it shall be known, in heaven, that we
could piiy our brethren. W e Mill send them all the relief
in cur pcwer, ardv ill enjoy the luxury of reflecting
what happiness we may entail on generations yet unborn.



AN EXTRACT

From Mr. Worcester's Sermon, deliveredbefore the Massa-
chusetts Missionary Society, in Boston, May 30, 1809.

Brethren and friends, suffer me to ask, whyare you
here in these hallowed courts of Jehovah ? Why are you
come to mount Zion, the city of the living God ? Why
are you liftinglyour eyes and your hopes up to the high
throne of divine mercy, in prospect through the one
Mediator, of a holy, and glorious immortality ? Why
rather, are you not bowing in a temple of idols ? Why
are you not paying your blind devotions to the host of
heaven, or to stocks and stones ? W hy are you not, with
hideous orgies surrounding an altar to demons, reeking
with the blood of your immolated children ? Why are
you not groping in the horrible darkness of GentiJism,
utterly without God, and without hope in the world ?
It is because the Sun of righteousness has risen upon
you. To the gospel, to the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, you are indebted for all your knowledge of God,
for all the benefits of his holy worship, for all your divine
consolations iti life, and for all your elevated hopes, for
yourselves and jour children, of everlasting felicity.
Oh, the inestimable privilege you enjoy, and the im-
mense obligations you are under? And can you then
ever forget, or can you remember without deep concern,
those of your fellow men, to whom the gospel is not
preached ? No, you cannot forget them ; neither can
you remember them but with the teuderest emotions.
You view them with solicitude; you commiserate their
deplorable condition ; you long to impart to them the
blessings you enjoy.

Well then, ye tender, generous spirits, you have now
an opportunity suited to your noblest wishes. It isin
behalf of our destitute brethren in the remote parts of
our country, and our still more destitute brethren in
yonder wilderness, that weare to cast our offerings into the
treasury of the Lord. How affecting the scene ! how
interesting the object! God is present, Christ is pres-
er,t>angels are present, to witness our liberality for the

salvation of our fellow men !
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Does any one ask, *How much shall | contribute ?’
Permit me to return the question to yourself. On a
fair estimate of the things of this world, in relation to
those of the world to come, how much, as an accounta-
ble steward of the Lord’s bounty, can you afford to
give? Is ita difficult question? Shall I then refer you to
the apostles and primitive Christians, who, ina similar
case, held their whole substance and even their lives,
sacredly devoted ? Are you still in doubt? Go then, |
beseech you, to Him, who though he was rich, yetfor
oursakes, became poor, that we through his poverty
might be made rich. Go to the summit of Calvary,
and ask the dying Redeemer of the world how much
you shall give. Are you yet unresolved ? Go then, at
last, to the tribunal of God, and attend the solemnities
of the final day. Go, see the Saviour on the throne of
judgment, in the glory of his Father, with his celestial
retinue, and all the nations of the world summoned be-
fore him. See the earth on fire, the heavens rolled to-
gether as a scroll, and eternity opening in boundless
prospect before you: hear the address of the Judge,
first to them on his right hand, and then to those on his
left ; and while these are going away into everlasting
punishment, and those into life eternal, listen to the
shrieks of the one, and to the songs of the other. Ad-
mit to your mind the full impression of these amazing
scenes; and then determine for yourself what you must

ive.
: Standing in view of the great day of God, what to us
is money ? what is its highest use ? Is it notto promote
the grand design of Immanuel’s death in contributing
to the salvation of perishing men ? Yes, the poor wid-
ow’s two mites, thus laid up in that rising kingdom,
which is to survive the conflagration of the world, is of
more, incomparably more worth, than all the riches of the
Indies invested in the best earthlv stocks, or appropriat-
ed to the most splendid earthly purposes. Rather would
I meet on the hill of Zion, one, to whose arrival there |
had the felicity in the smallest degree to contribute, than be
the possessor here of hoarded or funded millions. Rather,



infinitely rather ~uld | have a partin the gracious ad-
dress of the final Judge “ Inasmuch as ve have done

it unto one of the least of these my brethren ye hiw
doije it unto me,” than obtain for ages, on earth 'the
highest honours and praises of applauding millions
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friends of God ; and all their attempts to promote his cause
were crowned with signal success. | might mention the apos-
tles. Luther and Calvin, David Brainard, and many others, who
have done much to spread the savour of Christ’s name among both
their own countrymen and the heathen. 2. The promotion of
religion is such a noble and laudable design, that it is even glo-
rious to fail in the attempt. 3. Those, who heartily espouse
the cause of religion have reason to expect the peculiar presence
and assistance of God. This is his cause. In it his heart is
wholly engaged. He will therefore grant to all engaged with
him in its advancement all needed protection and assistance. 4.
They will enjoy the approbation and prayers of all good nien.
For they all desire the prosperity of Zion. Thisisa very ani-
mating consideration. 5. They are sure of the esteem and af-
fection of all whom they have been instrumental of converting.
Those, who become reconciled to God, never fail to feel a
peculiar affection for those, whom they view as instrumental of
their spiritual and eternal good 6. Ail their pious endeavours,
and extraordinary exertions in favour of religion shall finally meet
a glorious recompense of reward. t( They that he wise shall
shine as the brightness of the firmament, end they that turn many
to righteousness, as the stars forever andever.” If tlie idea we
have endeavoured to establish be just ; then it is not too late to
attempt the spread of the gospel through this extensive country.
Though we have neglected many favourable opportunities ;
though an awful stupor has seized the minds of many of God’s
professed friends ; though the enemies ol" religion have greatly
increased, and setin motion every engine to spread error and in-
fidelity throughout our land ; though, 1say, all these obstacles
stare us in the face, and must be overcome in order to propagate
the gospel among those, who are perishing for the want of it ;
yet it may not be too late to effect the difficult and important
design. Difficulties vanish before resolution. If the few friends
of God in this country, therefore, were only awake, united, and
possessed a proper zeal and fortitude, they might, under the di-
vine direction and influence, check the progress of vice and
infidelity, and extend the limits of the Redeemer’s kingdom

where Satan is now reigning without control, and leading multi-
tudes of poordeluded creatures to eternal destruction. Chris-
tianity is a cause which is destined to prevailand which is des-
tined to prevail by the blessing of God on human exertions.



