


It is the purpose o f our little magazine 
to acquaint you with the services o f our 
institution, and to tell you how our 
friendly officers and staff members can 
assist you in your investment and home 
financing programs.

Our two m ajor interests in the com­
m unity arc the economical financing of 
homes and the safe investment of the sav­
ings o f the people o f our community. 
H O M E  L I F E  is devoted to the stories of 
our services, and to stories we hope will 
interest home owners and savers.

O ur m agazine is sent to you without 
charge and we a l w a y s  appreciate your 
inquiries and comments. Perhaps you 
have a friend who would find H O M E  
L IF E  pleasant reading, and it will be our 
pleasure to send the little magazine to 
anyone suggested by our regular readers 
and friends.

We cordially invite you to come into 
our office at any time for a friendly chat 
with us—to learn about our services, to 
get to know the people who can serve you 
well. Although H O M E  L IF E  makes a 
regular friendly call at your home, we 
will be happy to have you call upon us 
here and get to know this institution as 
one of our com m unity’ s service institu­
tions.

P. L. Vandenburg, Secretary

NILES FEDERAL  

SAVINGS AND LOAN  

ASSOCIATION

FOR HAPPY HOME OWNERSHIP
IT  D O E S N ’T  p ay  to gam ble when you arc planning the most im ­

portant investm ent o f your life— the purchase o f  your own hom e. 
It doesn’ t p ay  to enter into any bargain for the paym ent o f  th at 

hom e unless iL fits your financial plan and has all odds for it from  
every angle.

Y o u  can ’ t sign a financing plan blindly, and expect to m ake the hom e 
your perm anent residcncc i f  the plan isn’ t exactly  w hat your fam ily  
needs to make hom e ownership, with a d e a r  title, possible as well as 
probable. Y ou  have to exam ine this m ajor step carefu lly.

Y o u  can ’ t expect to finance a home if  the paym ents you m ake on it 
are more than a sensible proportion o f your incom c and for w hich sonic 
other essential need w ill be ncglcctcd. Planned hom e financing w ill 
m ake home ownership a pleasure, not a burden.

In  finding the answ er to the questions every prospective hom e ow n er 
m ust ask himself, wc can offer help and assistance based upon the ex­
perience o f dealing with home owners in this com m unity for a  lon g 
period. Wc know what barriers the prospective hom e ow ner m ust 
hurdle to insure him self and his fam ily that they w ill have a  h ap p y , 
livable home, a clear title, and complete freedom w ithin a n um ber o f  
years. These problem s have been our particu lar study and w c are ab le  
to offer suggestions based upon conclitions in this com m unity.

Houses, like people, have personalities. Not every  house w ill be a  
h app y place for your fam ily. As a prospective hom e ow ner, you have 
lo be aw are o f the desires and needs o f the fam ily w ho w ill live their 
lives in the home you buy, and enter into the purchase w ith  you r eyes 
open to the fulfillm ent o f those needs.

W hen you have read ied  that place in the fam ily  budget w here hom e 
ownership with additional financing seems logical, w e arc rea d y  to 
help you plan your home ownership program . W e w ant you r fam ily  to 
know the happiness and pleasure o f grow ing up w ithin the w alls o f 
you r own home. O ur plan o f financing can be adjusted to you r incom e 
and ab ility  to p ay  regularly. Come in and talk over this m ost im ­
portant investment. YVc are ready to serve you.

O v e r  t h e  T h r e s h o l d

First duty o f the bridegroom, —on our pay-from-income plan,
according to tradition, is to lilt the This institution is happy to assist
bride across the threshold of her in the financing o f the homes of
new home lest she trip and bring these beginners as well as o f the
ill fortune upon (he lives of the families longer established in our
newly wedded couple. First duty community. T h e s a m e  liberal plan
of the bridegroom, by modern rea- of investing a reasonable down
soniiig, is to provide the proper payment in the home they select
threshold—the threshold of a new, gives the home buyers the privilege
convenient home that she can call and pleasure o f their own home
her own— a place in which she’ll while they pay from incomc in rcg-
tal<c pride and where housework ular monthly amounts,
will be a pleasure instead of a I t ’s easy for the bride of 1941 to
drudgery. (ind the happiness and security she

The 1941 groom can provide his deserves when she begins herhom c-
Inide with her own home—one to making in the residence in which
which he will be proud to take her she will have a perm anent interest.

302 E. M a in  Street, Niles M ichigan



TO HELP YOU BUILD A BETTER

HOME

T
H IS  friendly institution is not a 
building com pany, nor does it 
claim  to be m ade up o f construc­

tion technicians. B ut because we are 
the sponsors o f hom e ownership, and 
because ou r office is the hom e o f  
sound financing for the house you 
build or buy, we are interested in 
better homes for our com m unity—  
better homes for the fam ilies who 
finance their homes here.

O u r own home m agazine is de­
voted as you know to the presenta­
tion o f ideas other home owners have 
found to be practical, the picturing 
o f  homes which arc attractive and 
econom ical, the presentation o f  a new 
sm all hom e each issue, designed for 
ou r m agazine, and the suggesting o f a 
financing plan which will m ake your 
hom e o w n e r s h i p  easy and w orkable
for your fam ily.

W hat can  this institution do to help 
you own the right home for your 
fam ily?

A s a local hom e financing institu­
tion, we can give you the benefit o f  
our experience here in our com m u­
nity, in real estate values, local regu­
lations, local business trends, in the
Capyrt%!tftd 1941, L  Hitetl Stales Sa vin gs and L oan  League

[iivinz G a ll mi ay

requirem ents o f  local construction-— 
all for your protection.

O ur friendly officers will work out 
a financing plan for you that perm its 
you to spend enough m oney to build 
a good home— soundly constructed, 
carefu lly  designed, large enough for 
your needs. T h is institution knows by 
experience that a good hom e is a 
good loan risk, and our loan program  
is set up to provide for building or 
purchasing o f a good liome, which 
can be paid  for over a period o f years, 
w ithout a large outlay o f m oney at 
an y one time.

T h e people w ith whom  you deal 
here at our office are men and wom en 
who are eager to aid you in your pro­
gram  for hom e ownership. Y ou  m ay 
expect fast service when you r loan is 
arranged. We know all about costly 
delays while new home builders or 
buyers are w aiting for their funds 
and we help you avoid such situa­
tions by acting prom ptly on every 
loan application.

O f  course we can ’ t tell you what 
m aterials you w ill w ant or need in 
your home, but we would not advise 
the use o f cheap or poor m aterials.

B . A .  M . phoio

Y o u r home has to m eet certain good 
construction standards before it can 
be financed here; in  fact, the quality  
w e set up for our standard is protec­
tion for every hom e owner.

N o, we aren ’t builders. W e are the 
institution to which you  turn for a 
long term im partial advice and home 
financing service. We start at the 
stage w here you  are dream ing o f  the 
hom e you w ant— and are w orking 
with you in every step o f your plans 
until you m ake the last paym ent.

Y o u  m ay feel free to discuss your 
prelim inary planning w ith our home 
financing experts— and as yo u r home 
ownership program  proceeds, yo u ’ ll 
find our officers w illing to advise you 
on all the points that produce ques­
tions in your m ind. Y o u r paym ent 
program  is arranged to be practical 
for your financial circum stances as 
far as it is possible to predict but 
should you desire to p ay oiT your loan 
earlier than you  orig inally  planned, 
or should you need to extend the p ay­
ment program  a little longer, all ad­
justments can be m ade conveniently 
because your loan is handled b y  local 
people at all limes.

It  is our desire to help you build 
the best hom e you  can  afford for 
your fam ily, to help you finance it on 
a practical basis, to see that you enjoy 
it as you pay for it. L e t our friendly 
home loan officers help you with your 
plans.

Com e in and talk it over— w ith­
out obligation— and see how  well 
this savings and hom e financing in­
stitution can serve you.



TALKS!

YE S , D on’ s one o f  the thousands 
o f  young men just a year out o f 
college and now a  ju n io r officer 

in the “ Service.”  I t ’s all still so ex­
citing and our m ilitary w edding was 
thrilling, even though it w asn ’ t quite 
the w ell planned one w e had talked 
about during his last year in engi­
neering school. T h e A rm y called him  
from his engineering jo b  last Ju ly  
right in  the m iddle o f  m y vacation 
from the office. And his first leave 
from cam p, hundreds o f miles aw ay, 
w asn ’t until Christm as.

Som e o f  our friends said, “ Too 
bad. Guess Ja n e  will ju st have to keep 
on her jo b  ’ til Don is through with 
the arm y and the em ergency is over.”  

But they w eren’ t so surprised when 
w e telephoned them to com e over to 
m y house after our w edding and 
m eet some o f the ju n io r officers from 
D on ’s post who had com e during 
Christm as and who added exciting 
m ilitary  background to the cerem ony.

I ju st had a  few days before they 
a ll cam e to buy the rest o f  m y silver 
and our coral and w ine colored pot­
tery. W e gathered enough linen and 
sm all household furnishings to be all 
set for the only apartm ent D on could 
find near the post. So  m any men have
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been called to the service that our 
town near the post is ju st cram full 
and rents are so high that m any o f 
the young couples are buying trailers 
for their “ national emergency tem­
porary hom es.”

’ Course it’s no snap for any o f us 
new brides to be really good house­
hold treasurers. But most o f the ju n ­
ior officers and the thousands o f young 
men going into arm y and navy serv­
ice are actually being paid a little 
more than on their first jobs out of 
col lege. Don is a second lieutenant 
like the other fellows just out o f engi­
neering colleges that had R .O .T .C . 
training. H e’s getting S i 500 a  year 
plus $40 a month allowance for rent 
and 3$ 18 for food. I f  the post weren’t 
already filled, we would live there 
instead o f in town, then we wouldn’ t 
have the $40 a month rent allowance.

We do quite a lot o f simple enter­
taining— ham burger frys on Saturday 
evening, bridge an evening or two a 
month for the other junior officers 
and their wives. So the jsi8 a month 
food allowance covers exactly h alf o f 
our food bill. That leaves our $ 12 5  a 
month salary to cover expenses other 
than housing, food and entertaining. 
Wrell, there was the huge bill o f S400

for D on’s uniforms to begin with, but 
he had most o f that paid before our 
Christmas wedding. Took it out o f 
his savings from his jo b . H e says if  he 
hadn’t been talked into his system­
atic savings plan starting with his first 
jo b  during college, we never could 
h a v e  c o n s id e re d  th a t  w o n d e r fu l 
Christmas wedding and this exciting 
but a  bit hectic life now.

It  really is exciting now, living 
here today and m aybe getting “ or­
ders”  tomorrow to go to any new 
camp from Florida to O regon, But no 
one wants it to last very long. Ju st 
like the rest o f the young couples, we 
want our own home and garden and 
a  fam ily to p lay  in the garden. And 
we've found out how to get our home.

Each month w e are investing in 
our future home by saving the amount 
that rent would take back home if  
Don were w orking in industry. This 
rent allowance goes each pay day to 
the savings and home loan institution 
downtown.

E very night Don and I  have to 
ourselves, we have the greatest fun 
paging through hom e building, ar­
chitectural, decoration, and design 
magazines and catalogs. I ’ve been 
clipping the pictures that show what 
we w ant to include in our hom e after 
the “ national em ergency”  is over and 
we are free from this tem porary kind 
o f living in the service. We are m ak­
ing our .scrapbook o f our-own-home- 
to-be with all the pictures we like. I 
have m ade some lovely pictures of 
houses that have features we particu­
larly like.

O ur book includes pictures from 
a  Southwestern m agazine showing 
an adobe fireplace, a yellow and 
white bedroom from a  modern book 
o f building in southern France, and a 
whole collection o f w indow  and door 
designs. This little hom e project keeps 
our apartm ent fairly littered with 
home m agazines and furniture cata­
logs. But the fun is worth lots more 
than we save staying home from the 
movies and some o f the other salary- 
eating forms o f entertainm ent here 
near the camp.

O ur savings are not for some vague 
emergency that m ight arise some­
time. W e’re buying a tangible future 
from each salary check. A t first when 
we thought about a helter skelter life 
in apartm ents here and there while 
Don served in active duty, saving 
seemed out o f the question. But on 
the train com ing here after the wed-
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never bored w ith inactivity  in our 
little apartm ent here at the edge o f 
town near the arm y post, because 
there’s that fascinating scrapbook to 
work on and take pictures for, on m y 
long walks.

A nd best o f  a ll is the fact that this 
is no hazy dream . O ur hom e w ill be 
no financial problem  when we build, 
after D on is out o f  the arm y. T h e 
savings and hom e loan institution 
w here w e save has w orked out our 
financing schedule so we will have 
the down paym ent on our house and 
enough to furnish it com pletely as 
soon as it’ s built. So really  this “ em er­
gency”  is proving a wonderful time 
to m ake careful plans for the future 
and save each week so these plans 
w ill com e true. A n d  each  time we 
add our 2 0 %  from the salary that 
would go for rent in civilian  life, we 
know this $2 5  w ill increase itself in 
the savings fund and when w e use the 
fund for a down paym ent on our 
hom e w e’ll have m ore m oney than 
we put in  because o f the liberal 
earnings.

A c m e Ph oto

H ivin g  G a llo w a y

ding we started figuring. It  was D on ’s 
S2 a week account he started during 
school days that allowed him the 
S400 uniform bill. A nd back home I 
had saved S5 a week from m y salary. 
W e both happened to use the same 
savings and home financing institu­
tion because individually we had 
found out how friendly the officers 
w ere there and how they really  
planned weekly savings plans for peo­
ple on sm all salaries.

So after a little figuring we m ade a 
loose budget outline and decided we 
could put aw ay at least 2 0 %  o f our 
$ 12 5  a month for our house fund. 
T h at is the am ount we would nor­
m ally  take from an income for rent, 
but since the arm y is allowing us rent 
in addition to the 2nd Lieutenant’s 
salary, that $25  is going each month 
into the savings and home loan in­
stitution here in town.

A nd you can im agine how thrilling 
it is now to work on this picture scrap­
book for our own home. We’ re gath­
ering the nicest ideas to be found. 
T h ey  will be ready for an architect 
to incorporate into the house. I ’m



T H E  G E N T L E M A N

H A S  H I S  O W N D E A  !

Gentlemen:
I ’ve given a lot o f thought to an 

idea you ’ve talked about in your 
m agazine rather often and now I ’d 
like to say something.

Y ou  say “ Save  regularly  for your 
F a m ily ’s Futu re .”  N ow  I ’ m a father 
o f  two— a boy and a  girl— and I ’m 
ju st as concerned about the w ay 
these kids are going to grow  up as 
an y father.

But about saving regularly for their 
educations and m y own future— well, 
I  don ’ t know. I for one don’ t earn 
6

m y income regularly and I don’ t 
intend to put aside so m any dollars a 
month to buy college diplomas for 
m y kids and I ’ ll tell you w h y.

M y wife and I look on our family 
as a unit. Individually not any one of 
us is any more im portant than the 
others. I ’m not m aking w hat I ’d like 
to make—like a lot o f fam ily men I 
suppose— and we just don’ t have a 
lot o f things w e’d like to have,

I think m y wife is pretty clever 
when it comes to m aking money go 
far, and she spreads it out over the

things she feels we have to have and 
I think we all get our share.

But w hat I ’m getting at is this. M y 
earnings m ake our scale o f living and 
we all have to live on that scale. In  
ten years i f  it’s twice as luxurious as 
it is now— well, I ’ ll probably be sav­
ing twice as m uch and w e’ll be living 
twice as well.

I save— now don’ t get me wrong! 
I save as much as m y wife thinks we 
can after w e’ve paid the bills and the 
e sse n tia ls . T h a t  sa v in g s  fu n d  has 
grown pretty fast too, as you know



because m y name is on your books.
But here’s the thing. In  eight years 

Ja c k  will be ready for college if he 
wants to go. I ’ m not sure he w ill be­
cause he’s pretty young to have his 
talents defined. But four years after 
that Ja n e  will be old enough. In a 
space o f eight years I ’ ll have one in 
school every year. T h at’s a long time 
— and those eight years will cost a lot.

T here should be money enough in 
our savings to start Ja c k  o ff without 
denying the rest o f the fam ily the 
essentials o f good, healthy, enjoyable 
living, or jeopardizing our reserves 
so that we couldn’t meet emergencies 
that are bound to arise in a fam ily 
o f four, and as I plan it now, he’ ll go 
to school on m y money. T h e same 
goes for m y little girl— but I can ’ t 
promise either m yself or m y kids that 
everything will work out that w ay. 
T h ey  m ight have their w ay with the 
month by month help I might be able 
to give them, although I think saving 
something— regardless o f the amount 
__is pretty good insurance.

N ow  when I  talk about “ necessi­

ties”  I mean something that is neces­
sary or valuable to the fam ily unit—■ 
in our jo in t opinion and I don’ t mean 
anything foolish— like a pleasure jaun t 
for m yself—a better, bigger car than 
we need— or a  yacht.

Understand, please, I ’m not just 
trying to be annoying. W e’re sensible 
people— and as I said both saving and 
econom ical— but I don ’ t quite see 
the salting aw ay o f a set am ount of 
money when that money m ight be 
needed for a number o f “ necessities”  
and I ’m the kind w ho’d feel guilty if  
I  had a few hundred dollars ear­
marked for the children and then 
took it for some other purpose.

M aybe we both have the sam e idea 
—and m aybe I ’m saying I  like m y 
idea better when you have as good a  
point as I do— but I thought there 
m ight be quite a num ber o f us fam ily 
men w ho’d thought it out along lines 
a little different than you set forth. 
Y o u ’ ll see how m y idea works be­
cause I  have m y savings with you!

Sincerely,
J-A .S .



P a u l M acA lisier

HA V E  you the feeling that you 
can ’ t be your own decorator 
and do a good jo b  o f m aking 

you r home attractive both to you and 
to your guests? A re you inhibited be­
cause you can ’t quite visualize how 
everything w ill look, when your room 
is co m p le ted ?  A n  in te rn a t io n a lly  
known New Y ork  designer, Paul 
M acA lister, saw  the need o f a home 
decorating m edia, simple in its func­
tion, but which could produce clearly 
defined results. He developed the 
“ P lan -a-R oom ”  kit, a  plaything for 
g ro w n -u p s  w h o  w a n t a co m p lete  
b ird ’s eye view o f  color schemes and 
furniture arrangem ents. T h ere are 
seventy-six pieces, symbols o f furni- 
8

ture, m ade to scale, and a room plan 
board on which you can mark o ff 
actual room measurements.

I t ’s fun— it’s educational— it’s sen­
sible because it puts you “ in the 
know ”  about what you can do with a 
given space, what colors and deco­
rative schemes you can use, and best 
o f a ll— it solves your arranging prob­
lem w ithout m oving a single life size 
piece o f furniture.

S tart by squaring o ff your room to 
size, insert the cardboard walls on 
three sides, and hang up the windows. 
Put in the doors, choose one o f the 
carpet colors and cut to fit your floor 
space. Now push your furniture— 
the symbols we mean, into position—  
where you would like the various 
pieces. You can paint the walls, use 
samples o f  materials for drapes, use 
tem pera paints for the furniture or 
drape the pieces with sample up­
holstery, You  can see where to tone 
down colors, where a little more color 
or a  deeper tone would add life to

the room and you ’ ll have your new 
room com pletely planned and a r­
ranged before your eyes.

Now don’t be discouraged if  you 
aren’ t buyingall n e w  furniture. Set up 
your present rooms on the planning 
board and see how they would work 
out in different arrangem ents or with 
different color schemes. A dd a  m irror 
from your handbag to your m iniature 
room before you rush out to buy one 
for your living room or bedroom.

Incidentally the symbols are m ade 
to scale, and arc not modern inter­
pretations o f furniture designs. T h ey 
have been designed to apply to any 
period— E arly  Am erican, Eighteenth 
Century, or modern as you choose.

Here is your chance to p lay at this 
game o f interior decoration without 
spending money foolishly, without 
m aking costly mistakes in basic deco­
ration and color, and with workable 
results. T ry  it— it’s fun for the fam ily 
— fun for you. Be ingenious, and be 
sure with every room !
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PRACTICAL?

YE S , dear reader, it is— if  the 
rooms arc laid out to the best 
possible advantage, and if every 

inch o f space is wisely used. T o  prove 
the point wc are using this four room 
home for our regular new small home 
design. Later, if  more space is needed 
two bedrooms can lie added on the 
second floor.

Because the needs o f no two families 
are the same, we have designated the 
four rooms as living room, two bed­
rooms, and kitchen, or living room, 
bedroom, dining room and kitchen, 
A  large dining nook was planned so 
that the house would have two bed­
rooms 011 one floor as a four room, or 
one bedroom and a dining room 
when the second floor is finished. 
This is an economical house as far as

plum bing is concerned as the bath 
and kitchen are built side by side.

Good wall space is to be found in 
the living room despite three big 
windows and the sam e wall offers ex­
cellent possibilities for furniture a r­
rangem ent in the master bedroom.

Plans for this home which can be 
expanded to six rooms are available 
to our readers. This is the type o flo w  
cost home which m any small families 
find meets both their im m ediate and 
future housing needs. T h e financing 
o f your home on the budget paym ent 
plan, with a reasonable down p ay­
m ent can be arranged here, and 
when the need for more room pre­
sents itself, the development o f  the 
two upstairs rooms can be financed 
on a similar basis.

TI'ih. r .  B ra u n , Architect
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"H Y  picture maps have risen 
Co new heights o f popularity 
a m o n g  h om e d e c o r a to r s , 

both professional and am ateur, in the 
last year or two is difficult to explain 
in a world where maps are changing, 
but for our purpose all we really need 
to know is that they have. Period 
rooms are m aking use o f picture maps 
o f the times depicted in the choice o f 
furniture, and modern rooms use 
great sweeping areas o f colorful maps 
with equally good results.

T h ey are interesting to young and 
old, and quite unlike a still life or a 
single figure painting, they invite in­
finite study to pick out and enjoy 
everything on them. Decorative maps 
are usually prepared and designed 
by an artist who obtains his most
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reliable information from books and 
even actual visits to the spots he de­
picts, T h e idea behind the production 
o f  a really  interesting decorative or 
historical m ap is alw ays definite and 
w orthy o f  graphic portrayal. The in­
form ation picture maps im part is 
concise, colorful and far more in­
triguing than the same facts gleaned 
from the printed page.

Ideal decorations for the gam e 
room, the nursery or the children’s 
bedroom, the large brightly colored 
m aps available today are fascinating 
inspirations for conversation and at 
the sam e time, sources o f inform a­
tion. T h e more ingenious people are 
papering entire walls with one or 
more m aps, using them as over-the- 
mantel m urals and as applied deco­
ration on waste baskets, lampshades, 
screens and even desk tops.

Here are a  few o f the ones you'll he 
seeing in the newer homes o f your 
friends in the next few months. M ay 
we suggest a trip to your bookstore or 
stationers for a thoughtful perusal of 
some o f the m aps that are available. 
Th ink o f uses you might make o f the 
pictorial m aps for your own new 
house!

.................. '  ^
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W O R K S  A H E A D

T
H E S E  are pictures o f A m erica 
at work, at work as she has not 
been for more than a decade, at 

work as she had hoped so long to be. 
F actory  windows w here spiders m ade 
their pretty homes are scrubbed and 
bright and alight again . Chim neys 
where birds had nested cozily for 
years are sending out hot smoke. 
T h ere is the chugging o f steam trains, 
the roar o f engines, the thud o f  heavy 
freights bum ping each other in the 
yards.

A n d  A m e r ic a  a t  w o rk  m e a n s  
A m erica has money in her pocket 
again. T h e  men who open p a y  en­
velopes on kitchen tables and divide 
the earnings for fam ily needs are 
pouring out more dollars, w'eek after 
week. T h e men who worked only a 
day or two a  week, go ofT every day 
to their jobs. Industry is turning her 
great wheels and we are at work 
again .

W hat is happening in your family? 
Is there more m oney than there was 
last year? M ore money than there 
w as five years ago? I f  yours is like the 
thousands o f  other families which
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have an increased income this year 
you are probably planning already 
for its use for m any things you have 
wanted to buy and own.

W ith m ore m oney there is bound 
to be m ore spending but there is also 
m ore sav 'n g. A n  am azing volume o f 
funds is flowing into the savings and 
home loan institutions throughout the 
country and that volum e is indicative 
o f  the will to provide for future needs 
on the part o f thousands o f  Am erican 

families.
Y o u  w ill find that this institution 

offers you w hat you want for your 
perm anent savings program . There 
is safety for your funds, profit for your 
savings, and convenience in investing 
and in securing the funds when you 
need them. I f  you would like to start 
now to invest a regular amount out 
o f your increased earnings, you will 
w ant to learn about our savings pro­
grams. H ere it pays to be regular in 
your savings, but at the sam e time 
we offer other plans which are profit­
able even though you are not in a 
position to save regularly. One plan 
provides for the investment o f any

fiwtiifj G a llo w a y

amount you choose at an y  time. 
Another plan provides for a lump 
sum investment in units o fS i oo which 
is the most convenient w ay for in­
vesting large sums.

Perhaps you would like to talk over 
your fam ily budgeting and savings 
needs with the friendly savings offi­
cers o f  this institution. We invite you 
to come in to chat with us. L e t us 
help you in planning and carrying 
out asavings p rogram foryourfam ily . 
Certainly intelligent p lanning now 
will aid you in meeting future changes 
in your earning power and now is the 
time to start a substantial reserve.

As the nation works ahead, there 
m ay be endless opportunities for you 
to invest your accum ulated savings 
in a new business, in a new home, 
in your own future, and a savings 
reserve is going to be the answer to 
dozens o f needs. D on’ t delay. Start 
this week to build your savings to 
the point where you’ ll know you’ re 
financially secure.



H er evening clothes are as important today as they'}! be 
in a dozen years. She admires herself in her star-splashed 
c o t t o n  dainties, which are tailored just enough to make 
h er feel like big sister, and frilly enough to satisfy her 
doting mother. The pajamas are batiste, right for summer

H e’s the dandy of the nursery in his soft summer jerse y  
suit, in a pastel shade that compliments his rosy cheeks. 
The waistcoat for the very young man is an asset because 
it saves worry about an extra sweater, and the saucy cap  
made to match his suit will be the delightof his boyish heart.

Merchandise M an

Sister is in high favor this season with red\ white and blue 
stripes. Her blazer, socks, shirt and beanie all match! 
Her new  knit cotton suit will be cool enough for every day 
but the real scorchers, and she'll be neat and smart all 
summer long because the suit really holds its pert shape.

The occasion calls for smart tailoring, and the smallest 
mite from the nursery is there in crisp, dark, coal linen 
with a  man-of-the-world air. His suit is practical, non- 
crushable, washable, and has that grown-up look that 
makes the ladies gasp helplessly at his innocent charm.
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NO  O N E  has ever listed all the 
different kinds o f fancy that 
have led people to build homes. 

A n y such list m ight well beggar the 
most fertile inventions o f novelists. 
In a free country a ll o f these fancies 
are legitim ate.

Q u ite  n a t u r a l ly ,  w h e n  a n y o n e  
thinks o f a  hom e, those personal 
needs, habits, idiosyncrasies, are high 
in his m ind. T h a t is where he comes 
in. And by some quirk, people seem 
to fasten on their special fancies—  
w hether it be a breakfast nook or 
pretty shutters or a screened sleeping 
porch— with such intensity that they 
sometimes fail to conceive the picture 
o f  a sound an d  livable house.

O n the other hand, there is an ex­
trem ely intricate set o f circum stances 
into which any house built today 
must either fit or else come to grief. 
T h at is where the architect comes in.

Cartoonists have m ade sport o f the 
enterprising architect’s probings. T h e  
architect’s dilem m a is not so funny.

h o w e v e r , w h en  som e p e t o b je c t , 
dream ed of for years, threatens to 
upset the soundness o f the whole 
scheme. It m ay be a  fircplace re­
quiring a whole separate chimney. 
It  m ay be a sun-porch on a lot where 
there is neither p rivacy  nor sun. Such 
sm all discrepancies seldom bother 
those unprofessional advisers who are 
so ready to supplant the architcct. 
Y e t the architect can visualize today 
how the client w ill feel about it day 
after tomorrow!

So the architect is justified in ask­
ing some o f those impertinent ques­
tions about the client’s fam ily. He is 
trying to uncover the basic desire 
u n d e rn e a th  th ose g a d g e ts  w h ich  
homescekers so love. H e m ay be able 
to supply the real need in some other 
w ay, a sound w ay, which the client 
had not thought about for no other 
reason than the fact that he, the 
client, was not an architect himself! 
T h e  s u r r o u n d in g s  
a f fe c t  th e  h o u s e

It is an oddity o f home-seekers to 
p ay the architect good money and 
then give him only h a lf a  chance. 
Some o f the finest opportunities to 
provide soul-satisfying homes for cli­
ents are cut o ff from the architect 
before he ever begins. T h at is because 
he is so often not consulted at all 
about the purchase o f the Jot. A ny 
house is tied irrevocably to some 
piece o f land, and can never lie any 
better than the land allows.

Clients would never cut o ff  their 
own chances in such fashion if  they 
understood how the architect helps. 
T h e client is in a position to know 
very well whan school he would like 
to have his children attend, how far 
he is ready to travel to his place of 
work, where his wife wants to shop. 
W hat he cannot know is what lot will 
permit the best placem ent o f his ga­
rage, the best chances for privacy in 
his garden, the fullest use o f the sun, 
the shelter o f a  tree, or all the little 
things that make the difference be­
tween existing and living. He docs 
not know becausc his expcricnce is 
limited. He can im agine houses simi­
lar to h a lf a dozen  belonging to his 
friends. But in the hands o f a skilled 
architcct the possibilities o f variation 
are never exhausted.

There are some other forces out­
side the house besides land that have 
a decisive effect on it. Some o f the 
most obvious are the ones about 
which we all know the least. For ex­
am ple, there is scarcely a home- 
seeker anyw here who doesn’ t know 
w hat he wants o f  the sun. He has not 
been spared hearing about it, either. 
Every housing exhibit praises “ sun 
light and open spaces.”  And yet there 
are m any elTccts o f  the sun on a house 
about which home-seekers in general 
know next to nothing, and for good 
reason, since the architects them­
selves have only just found out.

This might seem incredible, since
14



hum an habitations during thousands 
o f years have stood in the sun. And 
yet a  large part o f the builder’s con­
cern was alw ays to protect the house 
against it. D uring the past decade 
the idea that a house, like a plant, 
m ight respond positively to the sun, 
struck like a revelation. Surprising 
discoveries are m ade every day about 
the effects o f simple sunlight. O nly 
one hom e-owner in a m illion m ight 
be expected to know that “ a wall 
facing due north receives m ore hours 
o f  sunshine than a wall facing any o f 
the other seven directions at a lati­
tude 30 degrees north.”  A nd yet it is 
o f  utmost im portance to him that in

the light o f such studies architects 
have com pletely reconsidered what 
w as once the cut-and-dried subject 
o f  “ orientation.”

* * *
These are technical matters. It  is 

quite as im portant for architects to 
w atch them with carc, and avoid be­
ing misled, as it is to know about 
them. But ignorant advisers cannot 
begin to serve homc-seekers on these 
things as qualified architects do. 
T here  are  n ew  w ays of 
g a in in g  space

W hen it comes to planning the in­
side o f  the house, every fam ily has 
some special desires and require­
ments o f its own. And yet it m ay 
safely be said that in one respect 
nearly  all are alike. A ll would like 
to have the greatest effect o f spacious­
ness for the sam e money— especially 
i f  the house is small.

U ntrained builders and am ateur 
advisers are likely to skimp construc­
tion or equipm ent to get the money 
for more space. T h e architect’s ap­
proach is more careful, deliberate, 
and ingenious. H e makes use o f the 
greater inform ality o f present-day 
living, the absence o f  servants, and 
the introduction o f  new devices such 
as m ovable partitions, to eliminate 
unnecessary subdivisions.

A n acccpted sim plification o f the 
inside o f a house is the com bined 
living and dining space, or sometimes 
the “ breakfast b ar”  accessible to both 
d ining room and kitchen, or even the 
vise o f the kitchen itself, on new terms, 
as p art o f  the liv in g space.

G oing still farther, m any families 
are ready, for the sake o f  really ex­
pansive, spacious interiors, to let 
their houses be resolved into ju st two 
m ajor divisions: the p lace for living 
and recreation (with kitchen and 
garage attached) and the place for 
rest and sleep (serviced, o f  course, b y  
bathroom s). A n  architect who is 
ready to think o f the inside o f  a 
house as som ething other than a  
series o f  boxes m ay even arrange m at­
ters so that the two m ain  areas can 
be thrown together, when this is de­
sired— for large parties, for exam ple 
— and separated again  by sliding 
walls for privacy when that is re­
quired. Incidentally, the arrange­
m ent o f a  house in two wings, w ith a 
glass w all a t the angle, can pull the 
court or garden outside right into 
the space composition o f  the house, 
so far as the effect is concerned. Thus 
a whole “ outdoor room ”  is gained 
almost free, since there is no expense 
o f roofing or heating it, and a  whole

the view . F o r ligh t and view  the 
window is stil] adm irable, but i( is 
doubtful w hether this is true o f ven­
tilation.

W e are not speaking here o f closed 
windows for the sake o f  a ir  condition­
ing. M echanical a ir  conditioning 
requires the utmost tightness in  fixed 
panes o f glass. R a re ly  can the owner 
o f  a  sm all house afford it.

We are speaking o f  the window 
that lets in a ir  but, in  our country, 
lets in clouds o f  flies and mosquitoes 
too. So  we screen it, and that clouds 
the view. R ecently , how ever, arch i­
tects have devised a m ethod o f  ven­
tilation that leaves the w indow  tightly 
closed w ith no need for an y  screen. 
Vents are located under the windows, 
or independently o f  them , in  places 
w here they let in cool sum m er cur­
rents w ith less likelihood o f  drafts.

B y  that, however, the w indow  it­
self is transform ed. Freed o f sash, 
fram es, and devices for opening it, 
the w indow  is ju st a  glass panel in 
the outside w all. N ot opening, it 
can be placed fa r  m ore freely in  the 
plan. It need be no single “ hole in the 
w a ll.”  It  can be expanded into any 
shape or become a  full-length trans­
parent w all in itself, with only enough 
fram ing to hold the glass panels tight.

Reprinted Courtesy 
Architectural Record  —* 

March 1941

new series o f possibilities are open in 
the use o f the garden.
H eatin g , ligh ting, ventilation  
affect one another

A nother set o f factors in a  house is 
found in lighting, heating, and ven­
tilation. These all affect one another. 
So the architect knows— though oth­
ers m ay ignore— that a change in one 
will affect all the rest, like a house o f 
cards.

Suppose one began w ith the win­
dows. For some centuries after the 
introduction o f clear glass, a  window 
did three different things. I t  gave 
light, admitted air, and was open to
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IT ’S  J U N E  with flowers and glori­
ous sunsets and weekend picnic 
plans. H ere’s a picnic idea for a 

p arty  at hom e on the porch, in the 
back yard , or even in the kitchen on 
Saturd ay evening. A nd it ’s real fun  
for both hostess and guests because 
everyone has som ething to do. You  
know how guests hate to feel like 
you ’re “ going to a  lot o f bother,”  and 
on the other hand y o u ’ve seen a few 
parties that w ere fun because— well 
frankly, there w as plenty o f good 
food without a lot o f “ show .”

Ever hear o f  a S a lad  Bow ling Party? 
Even (he nam e sounds good to the 
thousands o f  bowlers in every town. 
And the p a rty ’s easier than rolling 
the ball down the line. T h e  idea is 
to have all the ingredients for crisp 
fresh salad bowls grouped invitingly 
on your porch table and then just

let the guests mix their own. Fresh 
crisp vegetables that are at their peak 
in qu ality  and lowest in price now in 
most parts o f the country are cab­
b a g e , c a rro ts , c a u liflo w e r , ce le ry , 
chives, cucum bers, endive, peppers, 
radishes, tomatoes and watercress.

Most im portant after you ’ve pickcd 
the vegetables from m arket, are the 
d re ss in g  in g re d ie n ts . A n d  h e re ’ s 
where your cleverness will come lo 
light. I f  by chance you’ re a collector 
o f  beautiful bottles you ’ ll love to 
show them o ff on the tray o f dressing 
ingredients. Y o u r four prize bottles 
can hold delicious vinegars o f gold 
sauterne, red claret, raspberry, and 
mint. This is a top season for those 
ju icy  big green Persian limes, so you ’ ll 
w ant to squeeze out the ju ice  o f  three 
or four limes into another prize bot­
tle in the “ vinegar row ”  on your



table. T h ree kinds o f salad oil might 
include French or Italian  oil, vege­
table oil and walnut oil. Check with 
you r apice shelf for most o f these zest 
g iv in g  spices and herbs: mustard, 
p aprika , curry powder, chili, thyme, 
anise, caraw ay, fennel, sorrel, tar­
ragon, sage, d ill, mint and dry  garlic 
to rub the bowls.

A  wooden salad bowl o f m ellow old 
French  smoked poplar will delight 
the epicurean hearts o f your mas­
culine guests and fam ily. T h e mel­
low  wood absorbs the flavor o f oil 
an d  garlic  and o f  the very salad it­
self, so you never wash the bowl. 
Ju s t  rub  it clean with soft paper tow­
els. T h en  the next salad benefits by 
the stored-up flavor o f  the last. So 
after years each salad has a  back­
ground o f a ll the generations o f  fine 
salads that have gone before.

A  nest o f colorful crockery bowls 
and one tray w ill take care o f  your 
array o f vegetables. B righ t printed 
paper plates for service, W'aterproof 
paper cups for steam ing coffee, and 
your sharp kitchen knives w ill take 
care o f  most o f  your equipm ent. I f  
you  have one o f  the dainty w hite en­
am eled or chrom e revolving stands 
that will b e  the perfect holder for the 
bottles o f lim e ju ice  and unusual 
vinegars.

T h a t ’s the hostess’  preparation jo b  
for her Ju n e  Salad  Bow ling party 
preparation. N ow  it ’s up to the 
guests to select and chop their vege­
tables and m ix their dressings in  the 
clectric m ixer or in  shakers im pro­
vised from pint fruit ja rs .

W hile all the fam ily and guests are 
h aving fun m aking their salads and 
m ixing them in m ellow wood bowls,

our hostess can slip into the kitchen 
a  m inute and pop a  broiler rack  o f 
m inute steaks into the broiler. Salt 
and pepper on the sizzling broiled 
m eat and a  b lue bow l o f  strawberries 
w ill com plete this easy hom e picn ic.

This Ju n e  Salad  B ow ling P arty  is 
fun for the busy guests and delight­
fully  easy fo r M rs. Hostess. Sh e w ill 
need not m ore than an hour o f  
preparation and fifteen m inutes o f 
after-party cleaning.

T h e  form er picnic-haters w ho a l­
w ays w an t a  clean, com fortable 
home setting for their food w ill love 
it. M eanw hile the old-tim e picnic 
enthusiasts w ill be h avin g  a  jo lly  
time, too, m ixing their ow n in 
roughing-it style. A nd she’ll be 
pleased as Punch w ith h erself for 
being such a clever hostess.
CourieSi' of Tt'esson Oi! awl Snowdrift Sales Company

Left—Almost everyone likes or seafood salad. This one is  
shrimp, cold, tasty, delicious — and a good "filler."'

Right—A n  all-vegetable salad for the 
men is  a "b ig  se lle r" at any outdoor meal.



G en era l E lec tr ic

m e

A T T A C K S  “P E T  P E E V E S ”
7T L L  O F  us have “ pet peeves”  

j  \  about the home w e’d like to 
build or own. I f  you and you 

and you could be interviewed, as 
were thirteen thousand customers o f a 
public service com pany, recently, you 
would undoubtedly list the same four 
“ pet peeves”  that these home makers 
repeated again and again.

1 . Inadequate closet spacc
2. Insufficient electric outlets
3. U neven heating
4. U n sa tis fa cto ry  kitchen  eq u ip ­

m ent
T h e G eneral E lectric Hom e Bureau 

built in  the Springw ells D evelop­
ment in D earborn, M ichigan; a model 
hom e designed to sell for $ 10 ,0 0 0  
with the lot, which provided an an­
sw er to the four most common com­
plaints. We present it to you here 
because we think it is interesting as a 
sm all home and because we think 
that it m ay be a  solution to some o f 
your “ pet peeves.”

T h e  floor plan o f the six-room 
colonial house provides unusually 
large rooms and extraordinary flex­
ibility in adapting the rooms Lo the 
vary in g  needs o f livability conveni-
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cncc  and econom y o f  operation. A c­
tually i t  is a  one and a  h a lf story 
house with a one car attached garage, 
porch, a  recreation room  in a full 
cellar and two baths. Brick walls 
arc painted white. T w o  dormers in 
front and one in the rear make the 
w o o d  shingle r o o f  interesting from an 
architectural s t a n d p o in t .

“ Super-abundant”  is the word for 
the closets. E ach  bedroom has in 
addition to generous closets a wealth 
o f storage space under the sloping 
roof adjoining the dormers in the 
front o f the house. A ll o f  these clos­
ets are built large enough to take 
care o f a  great m any shelves, and the 
Jinen closet, placed conveniently near 
the bath, is designed to satisfy all 
needs for linen storage in one spot.

T h e problem  o f  electrical outlets 
is am ply provided for in the high 
standards o f good w iring set up by 
the G eneral E lectric C om pany which 
recommends sub-feeder circuits to pre­
vent overloading, adequate conveni­
ence outlets properly spaced, and 
intelligent switch placing for both 
lighting and appliances. A n  oil fired 
winter air conditioning system has

been designed for the house for even 
heating which provides for filtration, 
circulation and hum idity control.

A ny home maker who would put 
her dainty foot into the kitchen of 
this house would like it too well to 
compromise on lesser conveniences 
as it has complete equipment, in­
cluding the electric range, refriger­
ator, cabinets, dishwasher, disposal, 
clock and ventilating fan. T o  elim­
inate the old problem  of feeding the 
fam ily in the kitchen, the designers 
have given her space for a breakfast 
table and chairs and a  lunch bar 
with stools.

And certainly 110 one would mind 
doing the fam ily wash in the com­
plete laundry room in the basement 
because it has the washer, dryer and 
ironer and a laundry chute from the 
second floor, and the kitchen to the 
basement.

N othing has been elim inated which 
is essential to m aking the little home 
com pleteandserviceable. It is a house 
designed for m od ern  liv in g . T h e  
a rch ite c t for the m odel hom e w as 
V ictor Civkin, with Ditchy, Perry 
Sidnam  o f Detroit as associates.
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think of the fun °  Plh a l you r loan ac- 
hom e and kn° ^  regu lar progress to 
count book sho'  ®  frcc from  the

w orries o f  cn d l hom e
now for the m oney to pay

—  income. ^

LOAXS TO Itl IIJI, BUY, 
m o d e r n i z e *  i t i ; i  i \ -

A X d i .  O X  EO M i-T E H M  
|»LA S —T 1I/: WORMIY- 
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W H E N  Y O U  P L A N  Y O U R  H O M E — T a lk  o v e r  
y o u r  p la n s  w ith  o u r  o ffice rs . O fte n  th e y  c a n  o ffe r  
su ggestion s th a t  w ill  h e lp  y o u  a v o id  so m e o f  th e  
co m m o n  m ista k es  m a d e  w h e n  b u ild in g  a  h o m e . T h is  
se rv ice  is free . I t  is ju s t  a n o th e r  w a y  th is fr ie n d ly  
asso c ia tio n  serves y o u . C o n su lt  us b e fo re  y o u  b u ild , b u y .

NILES FEDERAL SAVINGS AND 
LOAN ASSOCIATION

302 E. MAIN STRUT TELEPHONE 528 NILES, M IC H IG A N
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Here’s the Home Loan Fve
Been Looking For!

“ I wanted to find a home 
financing plan that was eco­
nomical and speedy. I wanted 
a modest down payment, 
monthly repayments I could 
afford, and a fair interest rate. 
I wanted quick action too, 
without red tape.

“ It sounded almost impos­
sible uniil I went to our local 
savings and home financing 
institution.

“ Yes,  sir— they have 
the k in d  o f home loan  
plan that meets every one 
of my demands.
“ Find out about it yourself 
and I think you'll agree

302 E. MAIN STREET

NILES FEDERAL SAVINGS AND 
LOAN ASSOCIATION

NILES. MICHIGANTELEPHONE 528 I P


