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Almost 18 months ago, President Benjamin P. Terry approached us about the preparation of a suitable
memorial to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Society for Savings to be celebrated in 1969. The
last history of the Society was published in 1919 on the occasion of the Bank's centennial. President Terry
stressed his desire for a treatise that would be broader in scope than a mere exposition of the Bank's growth
and success.

Intrigued by the fact that the Bank was founded by affluent Hartford merchants and civic leaders as a
philanthropic enterprise, we decided that the Society's story could best be told in terms of the people who
have been and are the Bank's depositors. A "human" history has been our aim. We have traced by episodes
and pictures the development of Hartford from a small, ethnically homogeneous river town into a bur
geoning, cosmopolitan metropolis, highlighting the role played by the Society for Savings during the past
century and a half of radical change.

Our sources have been many: J. Hammond Trumbull's Memorial History of Hartford County: W. Storrs
Lee's The Yankees of Connecticut; Albert Van Dusen's Connecticut; previous histories of the Society; his
tories of other local business institutions and ethnic groups; biographies and personal reminiscences of
Hartford citizens; reference books on mutual savings banks; newspaper and magazine articles. For illus
trations we have done our best to assemble a wide selection of views of Hartford landmarks, citizens and
events, drawing from many collections, public and private.

We wish to express our thanks to the numerous individuals who have aided us in compiling this book. In
particular we are grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Thompson R. Harlow, Melancthon Jacobus and the staff of the
Connecticut Historical Society. The fact that Mr. Jacobus had done such a fine job of cataloguing the
Historical Society's vast picture collection made our task of selection infinitely easier. Jack Rome of the
Honiss Oyster House was very generous in allowing us to reproduce many of his photographs of Hartford
people and scenes. Miss Josephine Sale of the Hartford Public Library was of great assistance. The original
sketches and art work of George Landraitis and Richard Welling are an attractive addition. We are grateful
to Albert Putnam for allowing us to use Mr. Welling's sketch of Constitution Plaza originally used in his
book. The New City . . . Hartford. For their excellent reproductions of old pictures and photographs,
Irving Blomstrann, Edward Saxe Studio and Meyers Studio are to be congratulated. One of the most diffi
cult tasks in creating this picture history has been that of layout and design. For this we are indebted to
Asher Applegate of Connecticut Printers.

Written and verbal information about the various ethnic groups that have settled in Hartford was pro
vided by John Rogers, John Ganter, Rabbi Morris Silverman, Mrs. Anna Guerriero, James J. Kelly, Walter
Maznicki, Thor Liljedhal and the Rev. Stanley Sandberg.

Charles G. Lyon, former president, and Hans C. Christensen, former senior vice president of the Bank,
guided us to a number of useful reference books. They also told us stories, from their own personal recol
lections, about the Society in the old days.

Vice President Walton A. Baker, Assistant Treasurer Teresa B. Burlick, Mrs. June McCann Inglima and
Mrs. Lina Friedman were of great assistance in editing the manuscript. Miss Burlick, W. Gary Krum and
Joseph A. Pascal, also provided facts, figures and statisticsfor the Appendices.

Finally, we wish to extend our warmest thanks to President Benjamin Terry for his enthusiastic support
of our endeavors.

Ellsworth S. Grant Marion H. Grant
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The bank with your future m mmd

As Society for Savings completes 150 years of service to Greater Hartford,
the Bank faces many opportunities and challenges stemming from our rapidly
changing social and economic environment. Increasing awareness of social
responsibility requires us to devote corporate energies to the social
upheavals of our times. Increasing materialism and a more sophisticated
economy have changed people's financial needs. We must develop new procedures,
offer new services, and adopt modern technology. Competition is intense,
and our customers must be served. Society's attention, therefore, focuses
on the future. In the words of our recently adopted slogan, we are The
Bank with Your Future in Mind."

It is the custom of people, however, to observe
milestones in their lives. And the key word here is
for Savings was organized by people to serve people. It is still our pu^ose
today to provide the financial services that people want and need* Sp it is
only appropriate that we observe our 150th anniversary by looki^ back at the
people who have contributed both to our growth and the growth of the community
we serve.

Much has been written of Hartford's colonial days. The story of the last
150 years is less well known. This book is that story* It tells of
people.— great and small, early families and newcomers, young and old.
It tells of our founders, our depositors, and our staff. It tells of
the people who made Hartford the fine city it is today.

The authors of this book are eminently qualified to tell this story.
Ellsworth Grant was born in Wethersfield. He is a graduate of Harvard
University. Active in business and civic life of Greater Hartford for
thirty years, he is now the President of the Children's Museum, He is
also President of The Connecticut River Watershed Council and a West
Hartford town Councilman. He wrote and produced the popularly acclaimed
film about the Connecticut River, "The Long Tidal River. ^e is the author
of two articles published in American Heritage — one on the River and the
other on the life of Colonel Samuel Colt. Marion Grant is the daughter of a
distinguished Hartford surgeon. Her mother was a leader in social and ciyic
reforms. Mrs. Grant graduated from Bennington College where she majored in
creative v^riting. Like her mother before her, she has been active for many
years in the social service and civic life of Greater Hartford. She is the
author of "A Guidebook to Greater Hartford.

As we read in the Grants' book of the people in our past, we can reflect
that, except in time, they are not much different from the people who will
lead us, the people we will serve, and the people who will work for us as
Society for Savings faces the challenge of the future. The success of our
predecessors makes us confident of success in the future.

Benjamin P. Terry
President

BOX 1570 . HARTFORD. CONNECTICUT 06101
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

When built in 1796, the Old State House was designed to be viewed looking west from the river as in this old
drawing. Until 1873, Hartford shared with New Haven the honor of being the capital of the state. Considered
one of the finest examples of Federal architecture in the country, the design is said to have been taken from
plans drawn by Charles Bulfinch. For many years it housed the State Assembly as well as being a focal point
for all the city's civic and business activities. Here, in Elisha Colt's office, the Society for Savings had its first
headquarters.



''Forckinate" Aunt Lucinda

Aunt Lucinda Andnis made her first deposit in
the Society for Savings in 1854. The Bank was
then 35 years old. Lucinda, a country Yankee,
was born in Connecticut at the turn of the 19th
century when this little state began to enter upon
a period of great change.

Up to then almost completely agricultural, with
every inch of fertile soil under cultivation, the days
of Connecticut's farming economy were numbered.
The land was becoming so exhausted that prolific
and vigorous Yankee natives were forced to find
new ways of making a living. Some young folk be
came pioneers and went west to seek out fresh farm
lands in virgin territories recently seized from In
dian tribes. Others started what developed into an
inexorable trend. They moved into Connecticut's
rapidly expanding towns and cities where a new
manufacturing economy was emerging.

Lucinda joined the movement into the factories.
She left her home and went to Simsbury where she
found employment in the Bacon, Bickford and
Bales Company, later Ensign-Bickford. This little
company manufactured the first American safety
fuse used for blasting in mining operations. Lu
cinda lived with the family of Joseph Toy, man
ager of the company. When not needed at the fac
tory, she assisted Mrs. Toy in return for her
board. The Toy children called her Aunt Lucinda.

As an old woman she wrote about herself, "I was
forchinate in my life at the age of twenty in giting
a ocupation in a manifactrin establishment, it gave
me work for a number of years, it was not far
from home in Weatogue east side of the river, my
mother and father was well pleased I was so for
chinate.

"I comenced work April the first 1843,1 bordid
in the family of Mr. Toy as he was agent for the
company and gave me imployment. they had four
little children joseph mary susan Anny. I liked
the family very much. Mrs. Toy was a nice lady
and very good.

"I got along good with my work and was happy
and all my friends thought a grate deal of Mr. Toy
as a good man and sitisen.

"I did not spend my earnings. I kept it, and
when I got twenty dolers I gave it to my mother to
keep for me. my father gave me a cow and told
me to sell it and so I sold it to Mr. Toy for 28 dol
ers and put the money with my twenty and that
made me 48 and in two months wagis I raised it to
sixty dolers.

"Mr. Toy sead to me Lucinda if you want to put
your money in the savins bank you may go to
Hartford with me and I will see to it being put in.
I went home told my mother, and my father gave
me 5 dolers and that made me 65 dolers.

"The next morning Mary and her father and
myself startid for Hartford. Mr. Toy took my
money and went to the bank with it. I wrote my
name, they gave me a book to keep and we re
turned home. I was a little proud but not haughty
pride, for pride is gust before a fall. I did not want
to fallfor I had money in the bank, but I washappy
I savid my earnings for some years. I had not much
gust a nuf to git along."

When Lucinda wrote her memoirs, the average
factory wage was five cents an hour. Factory em
ployees worked twelve hours a day in the summer
time, and from dawn until dusk in the winter, six
days a week.

Lucinda's grammar and spelling were not a
credit to her public school education, which prob
ably amounted to the first four grades. But her
self-respect, her firm belief in hard work, her frugal
ways, and her common sense attitudes clearly ex
emplified the purposes for which the Society for
Savings was founded 150 years ago. The Bank was
originally a strictly philanthropic enterprise. By re
ceiving, investing, and paying compound interest
on the small savings of working men and women,
the early trustees of this mutual savings institution
endeavored to teach their depositors habits of thrift
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that would be beneficial both to their own futures

and to the future of the community as a whole. The
Bank concentrated on serving such people as "sea
men bound on a voyage . . . soldiers or other per
sons who have come into possession of money re
ceived by way of wages, prize money, gifts and
gratuities . . . widows and children ... a young
man intending to marry at a future date . . . yoimg
women who might expect to change their condi
tion."

To make quite sure that the Society would not
be patronized by wealthy misers, the original
charter limited deposits to $200 in any one calen
dar year. In those days $200 was a tidy nest egg to
put towards the purchase of a home, a small busi
ness, or a better education. Thus, the newcomers
became solid citizens with a real stake in the growth
and betterment of the city. Today, a state law al

Society for Savings

lows savings banks to accept a maximum of
$30,000 from any one depositor, exclusive of in
terest. Then, as now, the Society also urged its
depositors to "borrow where you save" and made
every effort to give credit to the poor but worthy
who aspired to get ahead in the world.

In 1933 the Society joined the Mutual Savings
Bank Central Fund to insure the savings of its
members. Ten years later this Fund became The
Savings' Bank Deposit Quaranty Fund of Con
necticut, Inc. On December 31, 1958 the bank
withdrew from the Guaranty Fund and immedi
ately joined the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpo
ration. Deposits up to $15,000 are now fully
covered. In the early days the depositor's sole in
surance was the personal integrity of the Bank's
trustees and officers, which, in the case of the So
ciety for Savings, was sufficient.



One Dollar Opens an Account

Historians differ as to the exact origins of the
mutual savings bank idea. There is mention of such
a bank in Hamburg, Germany, that had operated
successfully for 40 years before the turn of the
19th centiiry. An Englishwoman named Priscilla
Wakefield started a "Child's Bank" in Tottenham,
near London, in 1798, and one for adults in 1804,
and thus is credited with introducing the savings
bank concept into the British Isles. But it was a
Scottish minister, the Reverend Henry Duncan of
Dumfrieshire, who actively promoted the savings
bank movement. In 1810 he roused his impover
ished congregation to the potential earthly rewards
of modest but regular thrift with the challenging
words, "One dollar opens an account!"

Distressed by the wretched conditions of the
many new poor being created by the advent of the

View of Hartford from Seymour's Wharf

fit

Industrial Revolution in England and Scotland,
this practical Scotsman was guided by the basic
belief that the best way to help people is to teach
them how to help themselves. From this time on,
people viewed mutual savings banks with increas
ing enthusiasm. The first in this country opened in
Philadelphia in 1816. Others soon started in the
following American cities: Boston in 1816; Salem
in 1818; Baltimore in 1818; New York in 1819.

The Society for Savings, which was organized in
Hartford on June 9, 1819, was the sixth institution
of its kind in the United States and the first in
Connecticut. Today 502 mutual savings banks are
located in 18 states. Most of the banks are in the
Northeast, a few in the Far West, one in Puerto
Rico and two in Alaska. None are federally char
tered.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Courtesy of the Wadsworth Atheneum and Faneuil Adams.
Colonel Jeremiah Wadsworth and his son, young Daniel, who became the Society for Savings' first president.



In 1819 the Port of Hartford on the Connect
icut River numbered little more than 6,000 inhabit
ants. The entire town had only 38 streets; none were
paved. At times the mud on Main Street was so
deep that ladies desiring to cross went onhorseback
to protect their clothing! Despite its small size and
poor thoroughfares, Hartford was a remarkably
prosperouscommunity. The menwhomanaged the
city's civic and business affairs in those days were
a closely-knit group dubbed the "Standing Order."

Three momentous events had severely shaken
the customary serenity of Connecticut early in the
19th century. First there was the War of 1812
that crippled shipping and trade; second was the
Hartford Convention, held in 1814 at the Old
State House to protest that unpopular war.
Twenty-six representatives from the New Eng
land States convened here to discuss their com
mon grievances. Most were staunch Federalists,
sharply critical of the radical and, to them, ruinous
policies of James Madison. Theconvention, which
met secretly, had a very bad press. The delegates
were accused of "sowing the seeds of dissention
and disunion." Because peace was declared within
the next few months, the decisions reached by the
Hartford Convention came to naught. The third
momentous event was the state's first Constitu
tional Convention held at the Old State House in
Hartford in 1818. The old Feder^ist Party gradu
ally declined in power because ofits inability to re
late to the new problems being spawned by the
new century. The younger generation, and the Re-
publican-Tolerationists, therefore demanded a new
constitution. For years Connecticut had been gov
erned under the old Royal Charter procured from
King Charles II of England in 1662. To say the
least, it wasout of date! The leaderof the Republi-
can-Tolerationists was Oliver Wolcott, Jr., son of
one of Connecticut's old Federalist governors.
Later on, Oliver, Jr., too, became governor of the
state, serving for ten consecutive terms.

In the Puritan Tradition

After the war, the chief bone of local contention
was the great power vested in the Congregational
Church, which, since Colonial days, had been tax-
supported as the official church of Connecticut.
Growing numbers of Episcopalians and other de
nominations objected fiercely to being forced to
contribute to this old bastion of the Puritan hier
archy. The Constitutional Convention of 1818
faced up to these new economic and social prob
lems, It actually brought about a bloodless revolu
tion. The Congregational Church was disestab
lished, and other Christian churches were allowed
to flourish. Many new laws were passed that en
abled the state to cope more realistically with the
challenges of a changing economy and a popula
tion that included more and more people of differ
ent ethnic and religious backgrounds.

Top patriarch of Hartford's powerful Standing
Order in 1819 was Daniel Wadsworth, wealthiest
man in town. His father. Colonel Jeremiah Wads-
worth, had been George Washington's Commissary
General of Purchases during most of the American
Revolution. Colonel Wadsworth also had charge of
procuringsupplies for the French troops, for which
he was paid in hard money. This money, coupled
with his native vigor and astuteness as a merchant,
enabled him to amass a very large fortune. Along
with Alexander Hamilton and Robert Morris, his
intimate friends, Jeremiah Wadsworth was one of
the ablest financiers of his time.

On a number of occasions his young son, Daniel,
accompanied him on his frequent trips to Europe.
A shy, cultivated and conscientious man, Daniel
was dominated by both a great love for the arts
and a deep sense of duty. When young Mason
Cogswell, later a prominent Hartford physician,
visited this city in 1788, he wrote in his diary a
rather sarcastic description of Hartford's wealthiest
scion, then seventeen years of age: ". . . as for
young Daniel, he's a strange youth. With his pock
ets full of money, he had rather at any time sit



Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

The home of Colonel Jeremiah Wadsworth was built in 1730 by his father, the Reverend Daniel Wadsworth,
seventh pastor of the First Church of Christ. Here in his youth lived Jeremiah's son Daniel, the Society's first
president. During the American Revolution many famous persons visited the Wadsworth home, including Presi
dent George Washington, General Lafayette and the Count de Rochambeau. The house stood on Main Street
until 1840, when it was moved to Buckingham Street to make way for the Wadsworth Atheneum, the nation's
first public art museum. Below is the Atheneum as it looked soon after its completion in 1842.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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down at home betwixt his two sisters, and by some
new act of tenderness call forth their affection for
him, than be in the best and most fashionable com
pany,at the gaming table, or in anyplace where he
can spend his money in an honorable and polite
way. Tis true as it is strange; and furthermore he
is warmly attached to the principles of virtue and
morality, and reallyhe is not ashamed of his God!"

Thomas Cole, another Hartfordite, who became
one of the first great American landscape artists,
was a close personal friend of Daniel Wadsworth.
Cole's painting of Montevideo, the neo-Gothic
summer villa Daniel had built for himself and his
wife out on Talcott Mountain, now hangs at the
Wadsworth Atheneum, as do portraits of Daniel
and his father.

Young Wadsworth cut quite an eccentric and
conspicuous figure in the Hartford of his time.
Especially fascinating to his fellow citizens was his
manner of dress. He favored capes, which were
high fashion, often wearing several, one on top of
the other, of varying lengths and colors. As the
weather grew hotter or colder, he decreased or
increased their number. He had a huge yellow
coach, oneof three owned by Hartford'smostaris
tocratic residents. It was warmed by a footstove so
large that it required a stovepipe protruding from
a side \(?indow. During the cold winter months, he
even took the footstove into church with him. But
he did not think only of his own comforts. When
snow storms blanketed the little city, he always
sent out his big sleigh laden with food for the poor
who mightbe temporarily marooned or in distress.

Hesponsored every important charitable or edu
cational cause of his day: the Connecticut Asylum
for the Education and Instruction of Deaf and
Dumb Persons, now the American School for the
Deaf; the Hartford Orphan Asylum, now Chil
dren's Services of Connecticut; the Hartford Young
Men's Institute, now the Hartford Public Library;
the Wadsworth Atheneum, first public art museum
in the nation; and the Connecticut Historical So
ciety. In fact, until his death in 1848, nothing
much of any hnportance happened in Hartford
without the personal blessing and financial support
of Daniel Wadsworth!

Early in the year of 1819, 41 of the town's
most important citizens gathered at Ransom's Inn,
a popular hostelry, to discuss the novel idea of
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starting a mutual savings bank. Quite understand
ablyMr. Wadsworth wasurged to become the first
president. Always cognizant of his duty, he ac
cepted. Being common-sense Yankees, these civic
leaders were concerned about the new people then
flocking into Hartford and surrounding towns to
work in factories and other burgeoning business
establishments. Like Aunt Lucinda, most of the
newcomers werepoor folk from country districtsof
New England, the British Isles or Europe, stran
gers to city living and mercantile values. Accus
tomed to an agricultural economy, they measured
a man's wealth not by the size of his bank account
but by the dimensions of his woodpile, his tilled
land, and the number of livestock in his barn. Bar
ter was the farmer's means of exchange. Banks, in
fact, were quite suspect. Too often banks issued
paper money that subsequently became worthless.

After the panic of 1814, which caused wide
spread financial ruin, even the word "bank" had
become very unpopular. Hence, the founders of
Hartford's first mutual savings bank, when they
petitioned the General Assembly for a charter on
April 29, 1819, avoided the word altogether. They
called it a "Society" for Savings and stressed its
potential for service to the community. Article 1 of
its by-laws clearly stated its purposes—_
- "The'primary objectives of the institution are'
to aid the industrious, economical and worthy; to
protect them from the extravagances of the profli
gate, the snares of the vicious and to bless them
with competeney, respectability and happiness."

^ In most parts of the world, the wealthy and
powerful are proneto regard the poorand lowly as
almost another "breed of cat." This wa^ not the
case with Hartford's more fortunate citizens who,
true to their Puritan heritage, were inspired by
strong feelmgs of personal commitment to the com
monweal. They were not satisfied merely to grow
rich in Hartford. With their city as with their
church, they had a dual relationship—of giving as
well as receiving. Nor was it enough just to give
money; they must give of themselves.

In the character of Daniel Wadsworth, that
"strange youth" who took his God, his city and his
fellow citizens veryseriously indeed, the bestof the
old-fashioned Puritan virtues were well exempli
fied.



To the numerous Yankee skippers and traders
who lived in the downstream towns that bordered
the Connecticut, Hartford's affluent merchants and
sea-captains were known as the "River Gods."
Hartford was fortunate in being the furthest up
stream port accessible to comparatively deep-draft
vessels: sloops, schooners and brigs of sturdy con
struction popularly known as "horse jockeys."
Thesewere good, seaworthy craft capable of carry
ing sizeable cargoes long distances, but slow and
sluggish to handle.

The voyage from the river's mouth at Saybrook
up to Hartford commonly took two weeks, almost
as much time as that needed to sail all the way
from the Caribbean to the Connecticut coast! For
this reason, and because the river was at best shal
low, manyHartford captains also dispatched larger
vessels from New London's fine, deep harbor.

North of the Port of Hartford to the up-river
towns in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Ver
mont, all goods had to be transported on flatboats
capable of traversing the numerous rapids and
falls. TheConnecticut River is unique in New Eng
land in that it flows from lakes in Canada all the
way to Long Island Sound, a 400-mile waterway
vital to the early prosperity of the entire region be
cause it provided an artery fortransportation, trade
and travel long before the development of rail
roads and highways.

Afleet ofabout 75 flatboats carried this up-river
traffic from Hartford. These craft usually had a
mast amidships and one or two square sails. Pas
sage was slow, especially when the wind failed to
blow. The falls at Enfield were troublesome. Here
at least two polemen forced the boat up against
the current, thrusting their longpoles hard into the
muck and rock of the river bottom.

It was rugged work and the men frequentiy forti
fied themselves with bracing draughts of West
Indian rum!

After disposing of their cargoes, the flatboats

The River Gods

made the comparatively easy voyage back to Hart
ford loaded with the produce ofnorthern New Eng
land, chiefly lumber and brine-soaked beef and
pork. Hartford's many shipbuilders thrived be
cause of the superior quality of their materials and
workmanship. Logs, floated down in rafts from
northern forests, were in great demand as spars,
masts and timbers.

Trade from Hartford also went overland. The
trails, roads and turnpikes were rough, deeply
rutted, and often muddy. However, they were in
constant use by people walking, on horseback, in

A Typical Hartford Skipper
From a private collection.
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carts and stagecoaches, or in heavy freight wagons
that lumbered laboriously from one pothole to the
next. The Albany turnpike, now U.S. 44, was a
hundred-mile journey.

Some stagecoach companies boasted they could
make the trip in just 24 hours. To do this, the
horses were kept at a running gait. Passengers,
tossed violently from side to side by the lurching
of the coach, often complained of seasickness.
Some preferred to ride on top of the vehicle, even
in bad weather. Brief relief was enjoyed while
horses were being changed at the many taverns
along the way. Between Hartford and New Hart
ford alone, m the early 19th century, 21 of these
welcome hostelries catered to the needs of man
and beast.

The Goodwin family was very active in Ae
stagecoach business. Later they owned large in
terests in railroads.

Yankee peddlers, their carts filled with Yankee-
made goods and imports, also traveled regularly
along the roads that constantly reached further and
further into the interior of the rapidly expanding
United States.

Until the 1830's, Connecticut's most important
trade continued to be waterborne. Some adventure
some skippers reached the Pacific Islands and the
Orient, but most went to the West Indies, Europe,
Africa, and to coastal ports along the eastern sea
board. More West Indian rum was imported into
Connecticut inproportion to the size of the state's

Shipbuilding in Hartford
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Courtesy oi the Connecticut Historical Society.

Flatboat Under Sail

Flatboatmen Courtesy o] the Connecticut Historical Society.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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trade than into any other state in the Union!
"Country Rum" was also distilled locally from
West Indian molasses. By 1810 more than 500 dis
tilleriesin Connecticut, centered chiefly in Hartford
County, produced 1,374,000 gallons of spirits an
nually. The Hartford firm of Ward and Bartholo
mew, established in 1804, did a large and profitable
business in manufacturing rum stills and church
bells!

WefKBTTlfrrs Cknts
SaL-.^r caM

W Cekt,
To;^caii«at^ ftresdi
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Turnpike Ticket Courtesy of theConnecticut Historical Society.

Over 36 of the city's leading merchants had
warehouses down by the docks in which they stored
their imports from the Indies. Besides rum and
molasses, there were spices, coffee and other trop
ical products that exuded sweet, exotic aromas.
Less pleasing to the nose were New England prod
ucts waiting to be loaded aboard outgoing vessels
bound for coastal and foreign ports. Many horses
and mules were sent down to the Caribbean. Also
in demand were dried local fish, live poultry, on
ions, grain, coarse textiles, pot and pearl ash, salted
meats, lumber, and hardware. Connecticut kiln-
dried cornmeal was so abundant that it was almost
a drug on the market. West Indian planters im
ported great quantities of this meal to feed their
numerous slaves.

Society for Savings

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
Goodwin's Tavern, Albany Avenue, Hartford

Insurance was a natural outgrowth of all this
mercantUe activity. Fire, pirates, storms and un
timely death constantly threatened both the prop
erty and persons of such busy folk. It was only
practical for the merchants and skippers to band
together informally to share risks posed by poten
tial common calamities. These risk-sharing agree
ments were usually arranged at coffee houses and
taverns down by the docks. Morgan's Coffee
House, operated by Joseph Morgan, grandfather of

e famous J. Pierpont Morgan, was a favorite
P with Ransom's Inn andBull s Tavern. The earliest record of a fire insur-

written in Hartford was one issued in
, ' Sanford and Wadsworth, thelatter being Daniel Wadsworth. Major John Cald-
well, merchant, banker, and grandfather of gun-
maker Samuel Colt, advertised the first marine in-
^rance the same year under the name of the
Connecticut Insurance Company. The oldest extant
nre insurance company is the Hartford Insurance
^roup, founded in 1810 as the Hartford Fire
insurance Company. Second oldest is the yEtna
insurance Company, now a subsidiary of the Con
necticut General Insurance Corporation. Estab
lished in 1819, the same year as the Society for
J>avings, ^tna was backed by many of the same
local citizens.
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The following vignettes of the Society's original
petitioners indicate the astonishing cohesiveness of
Hartford's Standing Order. They typify the Yankee
spirit, a unique blend of the practical and visionary,
that has sparked the city's many outstanding insti
tutions: financial, industrial, religious, intellectual,
educational, civic, and artistic.

Here is an authentic Yankee Peddler, his cart
built especially for the purpose of carrying Yankee
"notions." His top hat, dignified bearing and
coach dog indicated to customers he was a sober,
honest man, not the kind of unscrupulous fellow
who gave outwooden nutmegs for change! He did
so well financially that he was employed as the
manager of the notions department in a New York
store. Having made a comfortable fortune before
the age of 50, he retired from business and went
into politics in his hometown—Saybrook!

Yankee Peddler
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Stagecoach Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

i

From a private collection.



1.

2.

Daniel Wadsworth, see In the Puritan Tradi
tion.

Ward Woodbridge, second president of the
Society, was the third wealthiest man in town.
Like Daniel Wadsworth, he owned a fine
coach. Mr. Woodbridge made his fortune in
the wholesale dry goods jobbing and commis
sion business. His home was at 105 Main
Street and his store, Woodbridge and Talcott,

The Original Petitioners

next door. In addition, he operated a cotton
factory in Monson, Massachusetts. One of the
original directors of the Hartford Fire Insur
ance Company, he was also the chief peti
tioner and a board member of the Phoenix
Bank. Somehow he found time to serve for a
year as treasurer of the Deaf and Dumb Asy
lum. A very vigorous man, he lived to the ripe
age of 81.

•rmw wf u'los jisnti'oati rnmmpyy

^-lon^uAi r . Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.Opened in 1817 the Asylum for the Education and Instruction of Deaf and Dumb Persons now the AmericanSchool tor the Deaf was originally located on Lord's Hill, the present site of the Har.fo?kTnlJanct G™up
thus accounting for the name of Asylum Avenue. The school pioneered not only the idea of education for the

feThniques^ United States, but also the concept of rehabilitating the handicapped through special teaching
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3.1 James Hosm^rh^m& the third president of
Society in 1851. A gentleman of the "old

school," disci^l^d in the gamut of social
and business virtues, he was noted for his
precise speech and punctual habits. He was
born and died in the house built by his father
at 257 Main Street. Up to a year before his
death at age 96, he always rose from his chair
to greet those who came to visit him, the pic
ture of tranquil antiquity. He enjoyed writing

y' aphorisms and adages, much in the spirit of
Ben Franklin, which were printed on pass
books and in advertisements of the Society.
Best known are: "Money, as the means of
procuring the necessaries and comforts of life,
is a great blessing, and to be careful of it is a
duty incumbent upon all It is a great mis
take to suppose that small sums are not worth
saving. By a habit of saving in little matters,
riches are acquired; cents saved would soon
accunyjlate to dollars, and so on to hun-
dreds.^lxhe Society grew rapidly under the
admirfistration of James Hosmer. By 1856,
assets amounted to $2,572,000.

A merchant, Mr. Hosmer ran a dry goods
store at 181 Main Street. He was the second
president of the Hartford Hospital, serving
from 1861-77. By far the most munificent
donor to the Hartford Theological Seminary,
he not only founded the professorship of New
Testament Exegesis, but gave $100,000 to
wards the building of the Seminary's second
Hartford campus on Broad Street. As residu
ary legatee of the Hosmer estate, the Sem
inary has received large additions to its per
manent fund. Hosmer Hall is now part of the
complex of the Hartford Seminary Founda
tion, a world-renowned religious institution.

4. Charles Hosmer, brother of James, ran a va
riety store at 182 Main Street. He also pub
lished the Connecticut Mirror, a strongly pro-
Federalist weekly newspaper. Duringthe War
of 1812, it wasthe organ of the anti-war Fed
eralistParty. Duringthe Hartford Convention
of 1814, a secret journal of the convention's
equally secret proceedings was issued daily
from the Mirror's office. Mr. Hosmer person
ally setthetype and printed this journal, care
fully redistributing all type before he left the
room.

From 1832-68, Mr. Hosmer served as sec
retary of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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From 1822-65, he was the moving force of
the Charitable Society, a local missionary
organization devoted to helping worthy per
sons for whom the poor laws did not provide
"relief suitable to their condition or adequate
to their necessities."

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Hartford Orphan Asylum

The first institution for the care of orphan children
was the Hartford Female Beneficent Society, organ
ized in 1809. In 1831 similar provisions were made
for boys. Not until 1865 were the two institutions
combined. This building for boys and girls was com
pleted in 1878.

5. James M. Goodwin owned a grocery store
specializing in West Indian goods located at
48 Church Street. From 1819-28, he served
as secretary of the Society for Savings, and
from 1827-29 as treasurer. He was also sec
retary of the yEtna Insurance Company.

As Major Goodwin, he belonged to the
Governor's Footguard, Connecticut's most
prestigious military organization. Founded in
1771, it is the only military organization in
the United States that has existed without in
terruption for almost 200 years and has al
ways maintained its ancient uniform modeled
after that of British Grenadiers.

6. Normand Smith founded, in 1794, the first
American leather saddlery business, now the
Smith-Worthington Saddlery Company. His
son, Normand, Jr., was secretary of the Soci
ety for Savings from 1828-33.
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7. Samuel Tudor, Jr., whose aflauent merchant
father owned Hartford's third private coach,
was also a director of the Phoenix Bank. 13.

8. Isaac Perkins, a prominent lawyer for over 40
years, served as state's attorney from 1839-
40. He was the first secretary of the ^Etna In
surance Company.

9. John Russ, a member of Congress from
1809-23, was a judge of the Probate Court,
a director of the Phoenix Bank, and a vice
president of the Society of the Cincinnati in 14.
Connecticut. This Society is a veteran's or
ganization created just after the American
Revolution by the officers in Washington's 15.
army. Membership is restricted to the eldest
sons of the descendants of those veterans. 16.

10. Jeremiah Brown had a store at 47 Front Street
and was a director of the ^Etna Insurance
Company.

•

Society for Savings

led the changeover of Hartford's economy
from the West Indies trade to manufacturing.
Michael Olcott, also a major in the Gover
nor's Footguard, amassed a large fortune as
a merchant in partnership with his half-
brother, Major Caldwell. For many years he
served as Quartermaster-General of the state
and frequently represented Hartford in the
General Assembly. He owned a fine home on
Main Street.

Jesse Savage, wholesale grocer and commis
sion merchant, was a councilman and a di
rector of the United States Branch Bank.
Theodore Pease, boatman, resided at 28 Com
merce Street.

Thomas K. Brace was the principal founder
and first president of the yEtna Insurance
Company, serving from 1819-57. His family
firm, T. K. Brace &Co., was chief agent for

B

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
Established in 1824 to aid "the distracted, the despondent, the tempted and the broken in heart" this is now
the Institute of Living. '

11

12.

David Porter, merchant, dealt largely in West
Indian goods and lived at 78 Main Street.
Christopher Colt, chiefly involved in man
ufacturing and dyeing textiles, lived at 9
Church Street but later moved to Massachu
setts where he operated a textile mill. A first
cousin of Elisha Colt, he married the daugh
ter of Major John Caldwell, thefirst president
of the Hartford Bank. His son, Samuel Colt,

a Boston line of coastal packet ships. Mr.
Brace established this enterprise immediately
after the close of the War of 1812. His five
top-sail schooners, carrying both freight and
passengers, had handsomely furnished cabins
Mr Brace served as mayor of Hartford from
1840-43, a director of the Hartford Fire In
surance Co., the United States Branch Bank,
the Phoenix Bank, and a vice president ofthe
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Society of the Cincinnati. The headquarters
of Mr. Brace's thriving mercantile activities
was located at 32 Commerce Street.

17. Henry Kilbourn, merchant, lived at 57 Front
Street. He was a city councilman and foreman
of #3 Engine Company of the Volunteer Fire
Department. At the time, seven fire engines
protected Hartford.

18. Joseph B. Gilbert, hardware merchant, spe
cialized in tin and pewter.

19. John Butler, paper manufacturer, lived at 286
Main Street.

20. Barzillai Hudson, Jr. lived at 4 Pratt Street.
Like his father, he was a partner in Hudson
and Goodwin, publishers of the Connecticut
Courant, now the Hartford Courant.

21. George Goodwin, Jr., co-partner of Barzillai
Hudson, Jr., managed the paper manufactur
ing operation of the business.

22. Henry Hudson, brother of Barzillai, Jr., was a

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Hartford Hospital
In 1854, a terrible explosion at the Pales and Gray
Car Works killed and injured many employees. Com
munity facilities were inadequate to care for them.
As a result the Hartford Hospital was chartered that
same yearand thisbuilding dedicated four years later.

paper manufacturer and a director of the
Hartford Fire Insurance Company. His office
was at 210 Main Street.

23. David Watkinson, a dynamic and very suc
cessful merchant, married Olivia Hudson, sis
terofBarzillai, Jr., andHenry. Hehada brick
store on Main Street and a handsome home
on Prospect Street. He first wholesaled West
Indian goods and groceries to storekeepers
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up-river, but later concentrated on the iron
and hardware business. Two of his nephews,
Samuel and David Collins, sons of his sis
ter Elizabeth, founded the Collins Company
which had its headquarters in Hartford, al
though the factory was actually located in
Collinsville. The Collins Company in time be
came the world's largest manufacturer of axes,
machetes, hoes, sabres and other sharp-edged
tools. Interestingly, both Collins brothers
married daughters of two of the Society for
Savings' early promoters. Samuel wed Sarah
Colt, daughter of Elisha Colt, the Bank's first
treasurer. David wed Clarissa May Ely,
daughter of William Ely, an original peti
tioner!

David Watkinson retired from the hard
ware business after acquiring a handsome
fortune. He then devoted his vast energies
and sharp mind to a variety of other ventures.
His name is found as a subscriber, director or
officer in almost every major enterprise of his
day. Passionately devoted to improving his
city, he was connected with the Union Com
pany, chartered in 1800 to remove obstruc
tions to navigation in the Connecticut River
below Hartford; the Connecticut Steamboat
Company; the Enfield Canal Improvement
Company; the New Haven and Springfield
Railroad Company; the Hartford, Providence
and Fishkill Railroad Company; the Hartford
Bank; the Hartford Fire Insurance Company;
and the Union Manufacturing Company in
Manchester and Marlborough.

Since Mr. Watkinson and his wife were
childless, they both took an active interest in
"good works" beneficial to all less fortunate
than themselves. Like Daniel Wadsworth, Mr.
Watkinson contributed liberally to the Deaf
and Dumb Asylum. He was also closely in
volved with Trinity College, the Hartford Fe
male BeneficentSociety, the Orphan Asylum,
the Young Men's Institute, the Connecticut
Retreat for the Insane, the Hartford Hospital,
the Wadsworth Atheneum, and was chief ben
efactor of the Juvenile Asylum and Farm
School, now Watkinson School. After his
death in 1857, he left $100,000 for the found
ing of a reference library, the Watkinson Li
brary, today one of the most distinguished
research libraries in the nation and part of
Trinity College,
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Trinity College Courtesyof the Connecticut Historical Society.

First called Washington College, this view looks west from Trinity Street at the old campus where the State
Capitol nowstands.Under the auspices of the Episcopal Church, the college began in 1824 with 9 students who
paid $52.50 per yearfor tuition and $1.50 per week for board. It was the first educational institution in the
world to specify in its charter that no one must ever be excluded because of religious aflRliation. In 1872 the
college moved to its present location.

24.

25.

26.

Roderick Terry, grocer, had a store at 31
Main Street.

Horace Burr, cashier of the Hartford Bank,
was also a director of the j^tna Insurance
Company.
William Ely made a fortune trading in the
East Indies, thanks in part to the fact that he
spoke fluent Dutch. He lived in a spacious
mansion at 13 Main Street. After his early
retirement, he devoted himself to civic affairs.
Largely through his efforts, valuable land in
Alabama was granted to the Deaf and Dumb
Asylum by Congress. The money derived
from the sale of this land enabled the school
to receive students at about half the actual
cost of their education. Today this former

27.

28.

wilderness is

Birmingham.
In 1822 Mr. Ely served on a committee

charged with constructing an alms and work
house for thepoor. Theinmates were required
tolabor 10 hours a day and placed insolitary
confinement with only bread and water for
sustenance if they became obstreperous. The
master of the almshouse saw to it that the
poor "combed their hair, washed their hands
andfaces and, at suitable times, theirfeet, and
their heads when the occasion required."
Henry Waterman, grocer, had a store on
Ferry Street and was a director of the yEtna
Insurance Company.
Lorenzo Bull and ...

the site of the great city of
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29. Michael Bull, members of the tavern-keeping
Bull family, were always close to the business,
political and civic activities of the city.

30. Thomas Day, for many years Chief Judge of
the County Court and Secretary of State for
Connecticut, rendered many valuable serv
ices to the public in general and to the legal
profession in particular. He was the principal
member of the committee that revised the
state's statutes in 1808 and a legal historian.
As second president of the Connecticut His
torical Society, he served from 1842-55, hav
ing also been an officer at the time of its
founding in 1825. He was a director of the
Phoenix Bank and a vice president of the
Society of the Cincinnati. Judge Day served
on the official welcoming committee, as did
Cyprian Nichols and John T. Peters, for Gen
eral Lafayette when that great citizen of two
nations visited Hartford in 1824 and received

an enthusiastic welcome from the local citi

zens. A great ball was held at the Old State
House, and the General made a speech from
the east balcony. He took his departure on the
new steamboat, the Oliver Ellsworth.

31. Cyprian Nichols, merchant, justice of the
peace, and city alderman lived at 82 Main
Street.

32. John T. Peters, Judge of the Supreme Court of
Connecticut, member of the Hartford Bar,
and a president of the Society of the Cincin
nati, lived at 1 Main Street.

Sigourney Home
Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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33. Charles Sigourney, althou^ probably best
known as the husband of the popular poetess,
was a successful hardware merchant. In 1820

he became president of the Phoenix Bank, for
which he had been an original petitioner. He
was also an incorporator of the Connecticut
River Banking Company.

34. James H. Wellslived at 14 Washington Street.
A wealthy, retired merchant, he was a director
of the Hartford Bank and the largest investor
in the Collins Company in Collinsville.

35. George Putnam, auctioneer, resided at 6
School Street. From 1828-30 he commanded
the Governor's Footguard.

36. George Beach, whose original firm. Beach &
Co., dealt largely in paints and dye stuffs, was
connected with the Phoenix Bank for fifty
years, first as cashier, then as president. He
was also an original petitioner for the Con
necticut River Banking Company and a direc
tor of the y^ltna Insurance Company. In 1850
he participated in a plan to improve Connect
icut's cattle which involved importing from
the Isle of Jersey a number of cows and bulls
that became important additions to the state's
dairy business. Mr. Beach's home was at 45
Church Street.

37. James Woodbridge, merchant, resided at 10
Pratt Street.

38. Russell Bunce, dealer in West Indian goods,
had a store on Main Street but also did much
business in New York City. His grandson,
Jonathan Bunce, served as president of the
Society for Savings from 1904-12.

39. Mason Cogswell graduated from Yale in
1780, "the youngest scholar, but the most dis
tinguished, in his class." He became a physi
cian and settled in Hartford in 1789. One
of his children, Alice, was a deaf mute. In
1817 Dr. Cogswell and nine of his close
friends, three of them fellow petitioners for
the Societyfor Savings, founded the Deaf and
Dumb Asylum.

40. Josiah Hempstead and ...
41. Josiah Beckwith are the only two of the origi

nal petitioners for the Society who seem to
have entirely escaped the notice of local his
torians. No doubt they were citizens of sub
stance. Let it suffice that they, along with all
the other busy men described, gave their
blessing to Hartford's first savings bank.
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Courtesy of the Society for Savings.
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The first treasurer of the new Society for Savings
was Elisha Colt, a gentleman prominent in the
state's business and political life and noted for his
broad smile and kindly disposition. Since, at the
time, he was also comptroller of the State of Con
necticut, Mr. Colt's office in the Old State House
became the Society's first headquarters. At the
close of theSociety's first day of business, July 14,
1819, thirty-two deposits had been made, totaling
$532. Banking hours were strictly limited to save
expense to the depositors. A rule printed on the
first passbooks read, "No business can be done
at this office butonWednesday, from two until five
o'clock P.M."

Mr. Colt is reputed to have kept all deposits of
the new banking institution in a pocket of his
tightly buttoned coat. This seems unlikely. How
ever, three years elapsed before the Board of
Trustees allocated $30.00 to buy a "suitable box
or trunk for valuables." Whatever the truth, the
savings of depositors were quite as secure in Mr.
Colt's pocket or strong box as they are today in the
Society'shuge vault on Pratt Street.

After his term as comptroller expired late in
1819, Mr. Colt moved the headquarters of the
Bank to his own home at 10 Church Street and
posted a sign, Society for Savings, over his front
door. During the first year the treasurer s salary
was $90.00, the rest of the officers serving as vol
unteers. But Mr. Colt did not receive this sUpend
for his labors until theBank's surplus was sufficient
to warrant its payment. During the second
received $2.00 a week. By 1824, he was paid aU of
$332 a year, office rent included.

In 1827 James M. Goodwin, the Society's first
secretary, became treasurer. Mr. Goodwin presum
ably conducted the Bank's business at his grocery
store at 48 Church Street. Reuben Langdon suc
ceeded him in 1829, and the Society moved to the
counting room of his dry goods store at 359 Main
Street. Then, for a few months, the Bank operated

Elisha Coifs Pocket

out of a small room on Asylum Street, near Main.
By this time the Society, with assets of almost

$300,000, obviously needed a permanent location.
So in 1832 a committee was appointed to "take
measures for the purchase of a lot and to obtain
a plan for a building." One year later a site on Pratt
Street was selected, just north of Bull's Tavern, and
acquired for $1,275. This land had been part of the
old Pratt family farm. Plans for the building were
drawn by Daniel Wadsworth, who had also de
signed the Hartford Bank's original "Greek Tem
ple" on State Street as well as the original Wads-
worth Atheneum.

The Society's new home was completed in 1834
at a cost of $2,500. In the course of the next 59
years two new buildings were erected on the same
site, one in 1860 and the other in 1893. Since then
the building has been remodeled and enlarged
many times, but has never been moved. Thus, to
many old Hartfordites, the Society is still affec
tionately known as "The Pratt Street Bank."



As early as 1787, Connecticut's delegation to
the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia an
nounced to assembled members: "We represent
a manufacturing state." This pronouncement was
more prophecy than fact, agriculture and trade
actually being the bases of the state's economy.
However, after the Revolution and the disastrous
War of 1812, Connecticut's wise leadersknew that,
if their state was to compete successfully with
others in the Union, the promotion of manufactur
ing was essential.

Manufacturing required power. The most prim
itive sources of power, muscles of men and beasts,
wind and water, were first utilized. Very soon after
the settlement of Hartford, grist and saw mills were
built on the Little River, subsequently known as
the Mill, Hog and Park River. These names were
most descriptive of its fate, for it originally served
as a source of power, then as an open sewer for in
dustrial wastes. When Horace Bushnell inspired the
creation of Bushnell Park, the river's name was
appropriately changed. Today it has almost disap
peared within the city, since most of its waters are
conducted through underground culverts into the
Connecticut River.
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Full Steam Ahead!

Both overshot and undershot water wheels sup
plied power in the old days. The latter was em
ployed by George Goodwin's mill in what is now
East Hartford. The mill furnished paper for the
Connecticut Courant of which Goodwin was co-
publisher. His son became a petitioner for the So
ciety for Savings in 1819.

The brothers Alpheus and Truman Hanks
started the Hartford Iron Foundry in 1820. Noted
for making the first cast iron plow, this foundry
later became Woodruff and Beach Iron Works
which built a gigantic 250 horsepower steam en
gine for Sam Colt's Armory and a double-piston
pump for the Hartford Water Works.

Considered an engineering marvel in 1855, for
more than 20 years this pump lifted water from
the Connecticut River all the way up to the city's
firstpublic reservoir on Lord's Hill.

The reservoir was on the site of the Hartford In
surance Group. Residents of Hartford drank river
water until 1876, when the river became too pol
luted and new reservoirs had to be located in West
Hartford.

In 1815 a new era of power and transportation
arrived when the steamboat Fulton churned up-
river and docked at Hartford for thousands to see.
Although Robert Fulton promoted the first suc
cessful steamboat, actually John Fitch, a native of
Windsor, had used steam for propelling a vessel
over water 17 years before Fulton. Another pioneer
in steam was Apollus Kinsley of Hartford who
drove a steam-propelled vehicle down Main Street

Street is named for him. The
Oliver Ellsworth, lamicYiQd in 1824, was the fore
runner ofa long line offloating palaces that cruised
the river in the next century, offering regular
steamboat services between Hartford, New York
and Boston. She was 112 feet long, 24feet mbeam,
had an 8-foot draft and a 44-horsepower engine
that drove her at a speed of 8 knots.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Travel on early side-wheelers was at best a
hazardous undertaking. Once, whenthe OliverElls
worthwasapproaching Old Saybrook lighthouse in
the early evening, her boiler exploded, the steam
injuring several persons and killing a fireman. She
managed to sail into Old Saybrook. Hearing the
news, an excited postrider galloped to Hartford,
burst in upon the Legislature then sitting in the
Old State House and shouted at the wide-eyed
lawmakers the memorable words, "The Eliver Ols-
worth has biled her buster!" It is not surprising that
the Hartford Steam Boiler and Inspection Insur
ance Company, founded inHartford in 1866, is the
first and foremost insurer of boiler and machinery
equipment in the world today!

-I! fyftf Dit Sn.'tf.
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As steamboats became commonplace, Hartford's
merchants were irked by their inability to make the
fullest use of the Connecticut River for trade beyond
Hartford because of the shallows, falls and rapids
near the state line. The flatboats then used were
slow and limited at best to ten tons of cargo each.
To improve up-river navigation, the merchants
formed the Connecticut River Company, later the
Connecticut River Banking Company. Then, to
demonstrate the river's superiority for economical
transportation, theybuilta small stern-wheeler, the
Barnet, which, in the fall of 1826, ascended as far
as Bellows Falls, Vermont. Its triumphant voyap,
which the country folk along the way greeted with
cheers and the firing of cannon, encouraged the
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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businessmen to proceed with the construction of
the Enfield Canal at Windsor Locks to circumvent
the rapids. With the help of some400 Irish laborers
fresh from theportsofGalway andCork, the canal
was completed in 1829.

Soon stern-wheelers were chugging daily be
tween Hartford and Springfield. In the winter of
1842 one of them carried the English novelist,
Charles Dickens, downstream to Hartford where
he met the leading representatives of the Standing
Order. In his American Notes he wrote, "Too
much of the old Puritan spirit exists in these parts
to the present hour; but its influence has not
tended, that I know, to make the people less hard
in their bargains, or more equal in their dealings."

Two years after Dickens' voyage, the opening of
the railroad between Hartford and Springfield sig
naled the beginning of the end of the steamboats'
short, sweet heyday. At first railroads were bitterly
opposed by steamboat, canal, stagecoach, and
turnpike interests, as well as landowners But no
one could dispute the fact that puffing, wood-burn
ing steam-engines onwheels radically reduced over
land freight costs. Railroad service from New
Haven to Hartford had started in 1839. The first
locomotives weighed about six tons.t:oal replaced
wood just before the Civil War, further reducing

Woodruff and Beach Pump Courtesy of the Metropolitan District

Lord's Hill Reservoir

llllllilMltl
Courtesy of the Metropolitan District.
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operating costs. Total railroad mileage jumped
from 102 miles in 1840 to 601 in 1860, making the
state's concentration of railroads one of the densest
in the nation. This was fortunate indeed, because
without the ability to send its goods far and wide,
Connecticut industry could never have grown as it
did.

In the early 19th century, British manufacturers
did their best to suppress any American industry
that might compete with theh- exports to the new
nation. At first Americans lacked the basic ingre
dients that gave birth to the Industrial Revolution
in England in the 18th century: capital, skilled la
bor, complex machinery, and an efficient system of
distribution. For example, a woolen mill erected
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on the Little River by Jeremiah Wadsworth, Elisha
Colt and others, in 1788, failed because of insuf
ficient capital and inadequate merchandising tech
niques. It did, however, manage to provide cloth
for suits worn by the Connecticut delegation and
George Washin^on at the President's first inau
guration.

The State's many "homespun" industries pro
vided local folk with most of the necessities. But
village workshops, utilizing waterpower, were un
able to become real factories until the advent of
the steam engine. The latter revolutionized not only
transportation but manufacturing and the working-
man's whole style of living. It made a completely
new Hartford, greatly enlarged, with clusters of
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The Oliver Ellsworth Courtesy of the Mariners Museum, Newport News. Va.
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Xhe Barnct Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

smoky factories and dingy slums. Thepattern oflo
cating factories in the city lasted until after World
War II, whenmost moved to the suburbs.

Although the state has not been blessed with
the usually coveted natural resources, it has never
lacked brainpower. Since the opening of the U.S.
Patent Office in 1790, Connecticut has received
more patents percapita than any otherstate, about
one per thousand citizens. This encouraged the
manufacturing of labor-saving tools and such
handy items as matches, shaving soap, axes, guns,
hardware, silverware, watches, shoes, jewelry,

textiles, thread, bicycles, automobiles, nuts
and bolts, rnachine tools, airplane motors, cigars,
carpets, and myriad other items. Apparently there
was o y one thing a Yankee could not invent even

Old Railroad Station

This railroad station, built in 1849, at first had tracks
at street level. In 1887 it was redesigned to carry
trains above Asylum Street, eliminating the city's
worst traffic hazard that had caused a number of
deaths.

"I ,He Socl«y S..l„gs.
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if he put his mind to it; over the grave of Jonathan
Kilbourne in Colchester is this epitaph:

He was a man of invention great
Above all that liv'ed nigh;
But he could not invent to live
When God called him to die.

Another Connecticut "first" was a copyright law
passed in 1783, later the inspiration of a similar
federal law framed "for the Encouragement of Lit
erature and Genius." Noah Webster, a chief pro
moter of these laws, was a West Hartford native
and author ofa popular and lucrative spelling book
as well as the first American Dictionary. By 1820,
Hartford had 20 publishing houses. More books,
especially textbooks, were being published here
thanin anyotherAmerican city. Steam power was
essential to the growth of this business.

In 1879, David Smyth ofHartford patented the
first successful book-sewing machine. Today the
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Smyth Manufacturing Company makes a complete
line of machinery for manufacturing hardbound
books and serves over 90% of the world market.

The old Jewell Belting Company, founded by
Pliny Jewell in 1845, made leather belts for trans
mitting steam power to machines. It was the third
such enterprise in the nation and, for many years,
the largest leather beltingcompany in the world.

Hartford's first real industrial tycoon. Colonel
Samuel Colt, built his great Armory down by the
river in 1854. Here Woodruff and Beach's giant
steam engine with its 30-foot fly-wheel, operated
hundreds of gunmaking machines with the
aid of Jewell leather belts. It also heated the en
tire plant. Colt gave the world much more than
the six-shot revolver that won the west and rev
olutionized techniques of warfare. In his impos
ing, onion-domed factory he created the first mod
ern assembly line and perfected concepts of mass
production pioneered by earlier Connecticut Yank-

14' 1

View of Hartford^—circa 1835

Fa |<n trir ov kk. _

Courtesy of the Hartford PublicLibrary.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut HistoricalSociety.
Case, Lockwood and Brainard Co.,
now Connecticut Printers
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Courtesy of the Hartford Public Library.
Exchange Corner: note E. Geer, Steam Printer
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ees. Talented young men flocked to Hartford to
learn their trade from Colt and his brilliant factory
superintendent, Elisha K. Root. The Armory was
reallya trainingschoolin appliedmechanics. Many
"graduates" then went forth as mechanical mission
aries, setting up factories of their own. Francis
Pratt and Amos Whitney learned the basics of
manufacturing at Colt's. In 1860theyjoined forces
to create Pratt and Whitney Machine Tool Com
pany. Practically every local manufacturing con
cern that started before World War II sprang,
either directly or indirectly, from Colt's.

One of Colt's most versatile graduates was
Christopher Spencer, whose inventive mind con
ceived new type of rifles, steam buggies, spools for
winding silk thread, drop-forged tools and, most
significant, the screw machine. He founded the
Billings and Spencer Company. Also an enthusi
astic musician, he is shown on page 39 as a young
member of the famous Colt Band.

A millionaire at age forty. Colonel Colt pio
neered as well in areas of civic improvement and
employee relations. In the face of overwhelming
public skepticism, he built, at his own expense, the
city s first dikes to keep spring floods from inun
datinghis propertynear the river. Around his man
ufacturing operations he created an industrial park,
complete with comfortable homes for his many
workers and a clubhouse called Charter Oak Hall
for their recreation and entertainment. He also
paid good wages, but sternly expected top-notch
workmanship in return.

On the west boundary of his park he built his
mansion, Armsmear. Now greatly altered in ap
pearance, the main part, fronting on Wethersfield
Avenue, is preservedas an Historic Landmark and
is also a home for widows of Episcopal ministers.

Worn out by his labors, Colt died in his 47th
year in 1862. As a memorial to her husband and
their four children who died in infancy, Mrs. Colt
erected the Church of the Good Shepherd in the
middle of Colt Park. Designed by Edward Tucker-

became the architect for the
Mark Twam House and the Caldwell Colt Memo
rial, ItIS probably the only church inthe world with
a revolver motif. Tucked among the crosses and the
capitals of the columns that adorn the southeast
entrance are parts of guns, bullet molds, and ma-
chme screws.

Colonel Albert Pope manufactured the first
American bicycle, the Columbia, in 1878, and
later the Pope-Hartford automobile. He built a
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Pliny Jewell

Mr. Jewell enjoyed calling and feeding frogs from a pond near his home on Farmington Avenue.

Jewell Belting Company

1
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Christopher Spencer Courtesy oj theHoniss Collection

Armsmear

Colonel Samuel Colt

Courtesy of the Wadsworth Atheneum.

Courtesy oj the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Church of the Good Shepherd in Colt Park

Washington Street
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large industrial complex along Capitol Avenue and
was the leading manufacturer of his time.

William Gray, a mechanic at the old Pratt and
Whitney Machine Tool Company on Capitol
Avenue, invented and patented the first coin-oper
ated telephone in 1889, thus making a major con
tribution to the communications revolution. With
the assistance of local businessmen, he founded the
Gray Telephone Pay Station Company. That same
year a pay-telephone was installed on the lines of
the Southern New England Company.

In 1925, Frederick Rentschler and George
Mead designed and built the first successful air-
cooled aeroplane engine, the Wasp, in the old Pratt
and Whitney building on Capitol Avenue. Thus be
gan Pratt and Whitney Aircraft, now a division of
United Aircraft Corporation, located in East Hart
ford. This company has been a powerful force
in air transportation throughout the world. United
Aircraft and related industries employ one out of
every two persons engaged in manufacturing in
Greater Hartford.

. Many people think of the Age of Steam as lim-

f',T

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

As other Hartford businessmen amassed fortunes in manufacturing, finance and insurance, they, too, built fine
homes. This scene of Washington Street in the old days, as well as similar lovely residential' areas' in the city, in
spired Mark Twain's memorable comment when he first came to Hartford in 1868: "Of all the beautiful towns
it has been my fortune to see, this is the chief ..."
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Factories of the Pope Manufacturing Co.
Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Pope-Hartford Touring Car
Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Early pay-telephone
Courtesy of the Southern New England Telephone Co.
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Wiley Post and his aeroplane Winnie Mae Courtesy of United Aircraft.

In 1931 Wiley Post and Harold Gatty made a record-breaking flight around the world in the "Winnie Mae,"
powered by a Wasp 3088. Post visited Hartford a year later for an overhaul of his engine. The following year
he completed his historic solo flight, the second round-the-world trip for Post and his trusty Wasp. Post is shown
here being greeted by enthusiastic crowds in New York City.
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ited to the bygone days of wood or coal burning
steamboats and locomotives. Actually, steam is still
a vital component of modern power plants. For
example, Constitution Plaza and most of the build
ings near the Plaza are heated entirely by steam
from one central system, the Connecticut Natural
Gas Corporation Heating and Airconditioning
Plant, a subsidiary of the ConnecticutNatural Gas
Corporation. Naturalgas, used as fuel, comes from
the southwest over 2000 mOes away. Its opening
in 1962 marked the first time in the country that
a public utility had served a central-core, down
town area with both steam for heating and chilled
water for airconditioning.

Nuclear energy is the newest source of heat to
produce steam for power generation. The basic
concept of the use of this steam has not changed
since the time of John Fitch. Conventional plants
burn coal, oil or gas. Heat from the combustion of
these fossil fuels boils water to make steam. In
nuclear plants, no burning or combustion takes
place. Instead fissioning atoms in a sustained chain

Constitution Plaza
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reaction generate heat. This heat, in turn, is used
to boil water that produces steam. In 1962, three
Coimecticut companies, the ConnecticutLi^t and
Power Company, the Hartford Electric Light Com
pany and the United Illuminating Company, joined
with eight other New England utilities to form the
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Plant located
down-river at Haddam Neck. There, a huge tur
bine generator, utilizingsteam created by heat from
the fissioning process, produces huge amounts of
electricity that is distributed throughout Connect
icut and all of New England.

During the past 20 years there has been more
technological development than during the entire
previous history of the human race! No wonder
these massive changes have caused a host of social,
spiritual and technical problems as well as man-
saving, man-serving miracles. Much remains to be
adjusted, balanced and corrected. But of one thing
we can be sure. Greater Hartford and all the city's
adventuresome citizens will continue to heed the

challenge—"Full Steam Ahead!"

Courtesy oj Albert Putnam.

Hartford's first urban renewal project, was planned, constructed, financed, and is now operated by Broadcast
Plaza, a wholly-owned subsidiary of theTravelers Insurance Company. Ontheleft-hand side of this sketch isone
of theSociety for Savings' branchoffices.



Fires, Floods and Disasters

It has long been said of this Insurance City that
here all disasters are "doubly mourned"! For good
reason Hartford's insurance companies have em
phasized safety and accident prevention as well as
the selling of insurance policies.

Fire fighting and fire insurance are two of Hart
ford's oldest professions. From 1789, when the
fire department was formed, until the Civil War,
firemen were volunteers. The law required every
householder to keep on hand a leather fire bucket.
At the sound of the alarm, he toted it to the fire.
There, filled with water, it could be passed from
hand to hand along a double line of similarly
equipped citizens. This drawing by J. F. Kellogg of
a ragingfire in the MitchellBuildingon State Street
was used on the membership certificate of the
Firemen's Benevolent Society organized in 1836.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Courtesy of the Hartford Public Library.

Flooding on the Connecticut River, especially in springtime, has always been a major problem for the
city. In the great flood of 1854, which crested at nearly 29 feet, the South Meadows and Colt's Armory
were saved by a two-mile long dikecompleted just in time by Colonel Colt. The rest of the city was badly
inundated as can be seen here.

n

Courtesy of the Hartford Steam Boiler
Inspection and Insurance Company

Another catastrophe that same year was the ex
plosion of a brand newWoodruff and Beach steam
boiler in the Pales and Gray Car Works, resulting
in 21 deaths and more than 50 injured persons.
This picture of the demolished factory is believed
to be the earliest photograph ever taken in Hart
ford. The accident eventually led to the founding
of both the Hartford Hospital and the Hartford
Steam Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company.

2f >'Wi: -

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

First revered by the Indians because of its great
size, the Charter Oak has symbolized freedom ever
since that dark October evening in 1687 when it
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served its historic purpose of sheltering Connect
icut's Royal Charter. By the middle of the 19th
century, the gnarled base of the tree measured
over 33 feet in circumference. During a violent
windstorm on the night of August 21, 1856, the
old tree fell. Colt's Band played funeral dirges at
the site, and poetess Lydia Sigoumey penned a
long eulogy.

U

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

An architectural disaster occurred in 1882 when
the new U.S. Post Office was built on the east lawn
of the Old State House. Fortunately, it was torn
down in 1933 after the new Post Office on High
Street had been dedicated.

Society for Savings

Courtesy of the Society for Savings.

Few oldsters are still alive to recall the fabulous
blizzard of '88. Here is Pratt Street, buried under
piles of snow.

The next year the Park Central Hotel explosion
shattered part of the downtown area.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

In the 1890's the Pride of Hartford, then the largest self-propelled steam fire engine in the world,
frightened thehorses on Main Street.

Courtesy oj the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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The wooden covered bridge to East Hartford
was unique in having a trolley track. Originally
built in 1809, it was the second bridge across the
Connecticut River, the first being at Enfield. Re
built in 1818, it was destroyed by fire in 1895 and
replaced by the present Bulkeley Bridge in 1908.

For a while ferry service had to be revived.
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Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

On Saturday, July 8, 1905, this runaway locomotive smashed through the wall of the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Railroad's roundhouse, then located on the site of the present State Armory.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

In 1897 Travelers Insurance Company wrote
the first automobile insurance policy, and for good
reason! Here is an unusual documentation of the

first fatal car accident in the state.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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The Pope Manufacturing Company supplied the
city with horseless ambulances . . .

and "paddy wagons" in the first decade of the
new 20th century.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Later, stop signsappeared on Main Street inter
sections.
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One bitter, wintry day in 1914the RailroadStation caughtfire.

- . • ::

Courtesy of the Connectkiit Historical Society

Tommy Guilfoil, a proud Hartford Fireman

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.



At the turn of the century Bushnell Park was encircled by the Park River
hat now flows through culverts and under highways into the Connecticut

proWded'̂ waSr powerfor thrmiUsbanks. By the time of the Civil^ar, this whole area had degeLa1ed"1nto
an mdustnal slum and dump_^The Reverend Horace Bushnefl, adominam
civ,c leader and liberal preacher, in the mid-l9th century, became ouTrTsed
at Its appearance. It was the first view of Hartford that greeted Sad
passengers as trains rounded the sharp bend into the city from thrjouth
Bushnel envisioned turning the slum into abeautiful, central p"rk mXn
the spirit of the old New England common. Other ci yfathers skeS of
his proposals, were loath to cooperate. One night adLpidatek Km ?n
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the area burned to the ground. Some ofDr. Bushnell's opponents muttered
darkly of arson! He persisted, however, and finally persuaded his fellow
citizens, on January 5, 1854, to vote to purchase the land that became
Hartford's first public park. ^

Frederick Law Olmsted was employed to draw up the plans. A native of
Hartford, Olmsted achieved fame as the first landscape architect in the
United States. He designed many other parks, including Central Park in
New York City.

In 1876, justthree days before his death, theparkwas named for Horace
Bushnell who had contributed so much to improving and beautifying his
city.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

One of the city's largest conflagrations burned
out G. Fox & Co. in 1917. All records were de
stroyed, making it necessary for customers to pay
their bills from memory.

Society for Savings

No one then living will ever forget the flood of March, 1936, the biggest flood of all. The river reached
a height of 37.6 feet, destroyed $35,000,000 worth of property and took 11 lives. Large sections of the
city were inundated, making Colt's Armory an island.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Asylum Street near the Railroad Station was one courtesy ofthe Society for Savings.
large puddle.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Bathhouses at Riverside Park were swept away.
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July 6,1944, was a day of great tragedy in Hartford. The main tent of RinglingBrothers Circus caught
fire. In just a few minutes, 168 men, women and children perished. Many more suffered burns and other
injuries. The body of one little girl about six years of age was never claimed. Perhaps her parents, too,
died in the fire. She was buried in a cemetery near Hartford. Every July 6th, Memorial Day and Christmas,
DetectiveLieutenant Thomas C. Barber and retired Detective Sargeant Edward T. Lowe bring flowers to
decorate the grave of "Little Miss 1565."

Courtesy of the Hartford Courant.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society
and the /Etna Life Insurance Co.

Courtesy of the Hartford Courant.

Beasts as well as humans suffered and endeav
ored to comfort one another.

OnDecember 31, 1956, fire gutted the old Ca
thedral of St. Joseph. The new cathedral was con
secrated in 1962.



"And if a stranger sojourn with thee in
your land, ye shall not vex him. But the
stranger that dwelleth with you shall be
unto you as one born among you, and
thou shalt love him as thyself: for ye
were strangers in the land of Egypt."

LEVITICUS

At the turn of the 19th century, the population
of the little state of Connecticut was probably the
most ethnicallyand culturally homogeneous of any
in the new United States. For almost 200 years
typical Yankees were of British extraction and
staunch members of the Congregational Church.
East coast seaports, like Boston and New York,
gradually became cosmopolitan cities. But, after
the first 50 years of colonization, the three sister
riverports of Hartford, Windsor, and Wethersfield
received very few new residents, even from the
mother country. This was remarkable since their
trading activities necessitated traveling far and
wide. Nonetheless, the local population increased,
large families being the rule. Such uniformity cre
ated community cohesiveness and stability. But it
also tended to make people quite parochial. Al
though extremely alert to new ideas in business,
early Yankees handed down customs almost intact
from parents to children. More frequently than not,
sons followed in fathers' footsteps in choice of
trade, profession, politics, and religious faith. Con
necticut was indeed "The Land of Steady Habits."

An Englishman visiting Colonial Connecticut
commented: ". . . the people here were all very
good politicians and ready to ask me more ques
tions than I was inclined to answer. ... I never
observed a single person in rags or with any ap
pearance of distress or poverty. . . . The members
of the legislature were plain in their dress, plain
in their manners; no other qualifications than good
common sense actuated by love of country."

The first Congregationalists were not eager to

Strangers in a New Land

welcome folk of different backgrounds. More than
one stranger was bodily evicted from this Puritan
Paradise! In 1637, when the Reverend Thomas
Hooker made his famous declaration that . . the

choice of public magistrates belongs unto the peo
ple, by God's own allowance!" his definition of the
word people certainly did not include the entire
spectrum of mankind. Although Hooker's ideas
were highly revolutionary for his time, he thought
it onlyprudent to limit the franchise to respectable,
landowning, churchgoing, white, Puritan English
men. Excluded were women, servants and repre
sentatives of all other faiths, nations and races.
Since then, these "left-out" people have enlivened
the country's history by insistingon becoming fully
participating citizens. Hooker's dream, nonethe
less, set the ship of state on course towards the
gradual realization of a truly democratic form of
government. Connecticut's increasingly sophisti
cated economy also made mandatory more free
dom and opportunity for all types of citizens. After
the adoption of the new state constitution of 1818,
just one year before the founding of the Society for
Savings, parochial Puritanism was doomed. If big
otry was an impediment to economic progress and
prosperity, tolerance was the inevitable choice of
the pragmatic Yankee mind!

The proud, yet quite false, notion of most peo
ple who have settled here is that they "made it on
their own," although all have had to endure a va
riety of hardships. The first English settlers would
very likely have perished from the perils of the
elements and hostile Indians had it not been for
the gentle Algonquins and ambitious Mohegans.
Constantly harassed and attacked by the Pequots,
the English finally declared war on them in Hart
ford in 1637. An allied force of Puritans and Mo
hegans in a decisive expeditionary action quickly
eliminated the power of that bloodthirsty tribe.

Attempts to enslave captured Indians failed be
cause they were too prone to die of the white man's



58

unfamiliar diseases. Therefore, African slaves and
indentured Europeans were imported to do the
menial work. Although the number of Africans was
modest compared to the black population of the
southern states, by the time of the American Revo
lution over six thousand Negroes lived in Connect
icut. Their ambiguous position is well illustrated in
a poem by Jupiter Hammond, generally considered
the first American Negro poet. Entitled "The Kind
Master and the Dutiful Servant," this poetic dia
logue was printed in Hartford in 1783. It received
considerable acclaim for obvious reasons. The fol
lowing selection indicates the tone and viewpoint:

MASTER

Come, my servant, follow me
According to thy place,
And surely God will be with thee
And send thee Heav'nly grace.

SERVANT

Dear master, now I'll follow thee
And trust upon the Lord.
The only safety that I see
Is Jesus's Holy Word.

A number of early Connecticut Negroes man
aged to make their mark in history. One family,
significantly named Primus, produced many dis
tinguished citizens. The original Primus, an Afri
can slave, became an outstanding physician and
thereby gained his freedom. A headstone in the
payeyard back of the old Congregational Church
in Wethersfield bears his name. Another, Hol-
dridge Primus, acquired a sizable financial interest
in a Main Street grocery store. As a young man,
Holdridge participated in the gold rush of 1849,
but later returned to his native city. His son. Nel
son A. Primus, became a successful portrait
painter. One of his portraits is now part of the
collection of the Connecticut Historical Society.
Lemuel Haynes, bom in West Hartford in 1753,
achieved a wide reputation as a writer and Con-
^egational minister. Churches are named for him
in Pittsfield, Massachusetts and in Jamaica, Long
Island. A company of Negro infantrymen, attached
to Butler's Regiment of the Connecticut Line,
served in the American Revolution. This was prob
ably the first organization of Negro troops in U.S.
military forces. Some early depositors in the So
ciety for Savings were Negroes:

1829—Account No. 2102: Sadi Jones, colored
man, self-deposit

Society for Savings

1834—^Account No. 4080: Emeline Worthing-
ton, colored domestic: Unable to write
her name.

The Greek philosopher, Aristotle, whose own
society was based upon slave labor, once re
marked: "There will always be slaves among us
until there are machines to do the work of men."
The great drama of the past century and a half
has been the remarkably rapid development of
machines able to perform the myriad menial tasks
traditionally relegated to a particular class, race, or
sex. But before this drama could unfold, funda
mental changes in laws and social attitudes had to
occur.

Thefirst real inkling of a different point of view
towards the institution of slavery in Connecticut
came in 1774 when the Legislature passed an act
stating that "no Indian, Negro or Mulatto slave
shall at any time hereafter bebrought or imported
into this colony." This law, however, was regularly
violated. Not until 1848 was slavery made illegal
within the state. By then only six slaves remained
tobefreed. The right tovote was granted toNegro
men in 1876. All females, however, continued to
be classified with ' children, idiots and criminals,"
unfitfor the franchise, until 1920 when the Suffra
gettes finally were victorious!

In 1853, John Hooker, a prominent lawyer
and direct descendant of the Reverend Thomas
Hooker, joined his brother-in-law, Francis Gillette,
and purchased approximately 100 acres ofland ad
joining what is now Forest Street. This became
known as Nook Farm, a lively center of gracious
living and radical thinking.

Mrs. Hooker was an ardent champion of woman
suffrage, serving for many years as president ofthe
Connecticut Woman Suffrage Association. John
Hooker also championed social reform.

Mrs. Hooker's sister, Harriet Beecher Stowe,
and thegreatMarkTwainalsobuUt homes in Nook
Farm. Both are now preserved as museums. Mrs.
Stowe s novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, was no doubt
the most powerful piece of anti-slavery propaganda
written before the Civil War. The Reverend Henry
Ward Beecher, brother of Isabella and Harriet,
used more violent tactics. He personally purchased
numerous rifles manufactured by Christian Sharps
in Hartford and sent them out to "Bleeding Kan
sas" to forcibly prevent the extension of slavery
into that new state. The rifles were aptly dubbed
"Beecher's Bibles"!
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Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

Isabella Beecher Hooker and her husband John
Hooker

Courtesyof the Connecticut HistoricalSociety.

Francis Gillette, another Nook Farm resident
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Harriet Beecher Stowe

From a private collection.

The Rev. Dr. James W. C. Pennington
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Before the Civil War, many Negroes escaped
enforced servitude via a route known romantically
as the "Underground Railroad." The destination
for most was free Canada. In Hartford the res
idents of Nook Farm were especially helpful to
the fugitives. Francis Gillette's bam was a well
known "station." Mr. Gillette later became a
founder of the Republican Party and a U.S. Sen
ator.

After the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law m
1850, requiring all runaway slaves to be returned
to their masters, friendly sentiment in Hartford
centered upon James Pennington, who had es
caped from a plantation in Maryland. Pennington
became a Congregational minister and received an
honorary doctorate from the University of Heidel
berg. Apopular preacher, he became the pastor of
the first Negro Congregational Church located on
Talcott Street, frequently exchanged pulpits with
other Congregationalists, and was twice elected

president of the Hartford Central Association of
Congregational Ministers. To insure Dr. Penning-
ton's personal safety, John Hooker formally
"bought" him from hisMaryland master for $150.

Major changes characterized the ten years pre
ceding the Civil War known as the "Feverish Fif
ties." Party lines constantly shifted, and party al
liances weakened. The burning issues were: Negro
slavery in the South; its extension into the new
western states; prohibition of the sale and use of
alcoholic beverages; hostility against all European
newcomers, especially the Irish; and finally, the
terrible threat of civil strife. From this cauldron of
conflict emerged new political alliances, some
short-lived, others that endured for many years.
The Know-Nothing Party belonged to the first cat
egory. In July of 1853, they bluntly stated that
their prime purpose was "to resist the insidious
policy of the Church of Rome and all other for
eign influences against the institutions of our coun-

Nationalities

Armenian
Austrian
Belgian
Canadian

Can. French
Danish
English
French

German

Greek
Hungarian
Irish

Italian
Lithuanian
Polish
Romanian
Russian

Scotch
Swedish

Foreign-Born in the Population ofHartford
United States Census—1860 to 1930, inclusive

1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930

. — — — — 297 500

20 15 104 664 1,865 919 677
1 2 14 21 20 17 —

179 396 481 815 1,309 1,332 1,532 2,132
— — — — 781 792 857 3,739

— 13 40 272 506 593 619 580

702 789 995 1,300 1,634 1,656 2,051 1,882
46 92 46 81 150 150 215 167

1,130 1,458 1,422 2,140 2,700 2,414 1,820 1,867
— 2 — — 6 53 321 423
— 15 4 7 95 328 272 179

6,432 7,438 6,841 7,613 8,076 7,049 6,116 5,276
— 23 82 - 350 1,962 4,521 7,101 8,843
— — — — — — 1,260 1,593

—
17 19 19 506 1,656 4,880 5,236

— — — — 146 312 347
— 5 4 492 2,260 6,847 7,864 5,830
161 359 366 499 689 759 937 1,290

—
16 72 515 1,714 2,185 2,315 2,161

8,650 10,644 10,389 14,221 23,219 32,532 39,740 42,375

Courtesyof The Mitchell House, Inc. There wereother "hidden minorities" too few to be included.
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try, by placing in all offices ... whether by election
or appointment, none but native-bom, Protestant
citizens." The word "white" should also have been
added, because the Know-Nothings completely
dodged the question of slavery. In 1855 this nar
row, backward-looking party actually succeeded in
electing a governor. However, both their power
and policies were doomed to early failure.

The new Connecticut Republican Party held its
first convention in Hartford in 1856. Its guiding
spirit was Gideon Welles, a fervent opponent of
slavery. The Democratic Party became the cham
pion of the new white immigrants. During the
abusive political campaigns that followed, the Re
publicans were derided as "Irish-haters and Negro-
worshippers," the Democrats branded as advo
cates of "Rum, Romanism and Slavery"! The
Republicans elected then: first governor and pres
ident in 1860 on the solid platform of preserving
the Union and opposing the extension of slavery.
When the South seceded and civil war finally
did erupt, two Connecticut regiments of Negro
Yankees, the 29th and 30th, fought for the Union
cause. Although not called up until late in the con
flict, Connecticut's 1,664 Negro soldiers, by their
excellent discipline in camp and heroism on the
field, made a substantial contribution to final vic
tory.

Since earliest Colonial days, the church has been
essential to the survival of those who have trans

planted themselves to this state. Just as in the
original town of Hartford, the nuclei of 19th and
20th century ethnic neighborhoods within the city
of Hartford have been either a church, synagogue,
or temple. Of necessity ministers, priests, and rab
bis have had to assist their congregations in such
mundane matters as getting jobs, going to school,
becoming voters, joiningpoliticalparties and labor
unions, buying property, and obtaining legal and
medical aid. The original Congregational Church
served as more than just a place of worship. It was
a meetinghouse where people gathered together to
discuss mutual problems, thus becoming a major
center of community purpose and stability. The
other Protestant, Roman Catholic, Greek, Rus
sian Orthodox, and Jewish congregations have sim
ply continued the same pattern.

In May, 1823, the Right Reverend John Chevrus
celebrated a Roman Catholic Mass in the Old
State House. Six years later the Catholicshad their
own church, the Church of the Holy Trinity, first
Roman Catholic Church in Connecticut. It was
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[This edifice was destroyed by flro ot 1 A. M., May lltii, 1853.]

TRINITY CHURCH— CATHOLIC,

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Church of the Holy Trinity

formerly the property of the Episcopalians. Since
neighborhoods in Hartford have always been on
the move, it has become a common practice for all
denominations to sell their former places of wor
ship when their parishoners moved to other sec
tions of the city.

In 1835, less than 1,000 Catholics lived in the
entire state. By 1844, the number had expanded
to 4,800. Fifty-six years later, many foreigners
having migrated here from predominantly Catholic
countries, Catholics in Connecticut more than
equalled the combined membership of all Protes
tant denominations.

During the Revolution, the anti-Catholic prej
udices of Connecticut's Protes^nts had been some
what softened by the presence of French troops.
Once, during the war, a large, open air Mass was
said for the French soldiers in Hartford. General

Washington admonished his followers not to forget
the "important assistance they received from a
nation in which the Catholic faith is professed."



62

Irish and Scotch-Irish have migrated to this
country since Colonial days. However, not until
the 1820's, when the &st potato crop failure
brought famine to Old Erin, did the mass migration
of Southern Irish really commence. They came,
first in a trickle, then in a flood, and most were
Roman Catholics. Pitifully poor, lacking in both
technical skills and education, Aey had little to
offer local employers except strong backs and
hands. So the majority took up picks and shovels
and provided labor for constructing the new canals
and railroads that were becoming the transporta
tion network essential to the growth of Connecticut
industry. Numerous Irish women became domes
tics. Typical of the Irish who came to the Society
for Savings in the early days to deposit their hard-
earned wages were:

1834- -Account No. 4148: Bridget Maguire,
Irish washerwoman. Cannot write

her name.

1836—^Account No. 8672: Michael Broaderick,
railroad worker.

A few factory owners bluntly stated their prej
udices on posted signs: "No Irish Need Apply."
Others were more liberal. In 1862, Henry Barnard,
the great educator, had this to say about the em
ployees in Samuel Colt's willow furniture factory:
"For the rou^ and heavy work the Irish operatives
bear the palm. This sort of dexterity may be a Cel
tic heirloom, for Caesar tells us that the Celts of
his time wattled images of wickerwork . . . huge
and tough. On the other hand, in all light and
tasteful departments, German workers have the
preference . . ." In Barnard's day, ethnic stereo
types were the "rule of thumb" by which all immi
grants "were judged. Those from England, Scotland,
and Germany were especially favored because their
skills were desirable or their work habits similar to

those of theu: Yankee employers.
Born in Hartford in 1811, Barnard worked all

his life trying to improve the public schools. In
1867, he became the first U.S. Commissioner of
Education. Far ahead of his time, Barnard realized
that education would have to be considerably ex
panded and reformed in order to enable people to
keep pace witli new educational requirements of
an increasingly complex economy.

Hartford Public Hi^ School has the proud
honor of being the second oldest in the nation.
The building on page 63 was erected in 1869, en
larged in subsequent years, destroyed by fire in

Society for Savings

Henry Barnard Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

1882, and replaced by the building on Hopkins
Street in 1884. The Puritans placed a heavy em
phasis on education. The first school in Hartford
was started in 1638. An early law required all
parents and masters to "breed and bring up their
Children and Apprentices in some honest, lawful
calling, labor or employment, either husbandry or
some other trade profitable for themselves or the
Commonwealth, if they will not or can not traine
them up in learning to fitt them for higher employ
ments."

Excluded at first from the better factory jobs,
the Irish found other ways in which they could
advance themselves from the ranks of common
laborers. Rapidly proliferatingand fiercely loyal to
one another, they excelled as lawyers, soldiers,
writers, policemen, firemen, actors, athletes, sales
men and, above all, as politicians. When Congress
declared war on the southern secessionists in 1860,
many Irish strongly opposed the draft, especially
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Hartford Public High School on High Street

because the sons of the wealthy could purchase
substitutes. Some of the more recent immigrants,
in competition with Negroes for the most lowly
jobs,took part in blood-chilling draft riots, particu
larly in New York City. However, quite as many
Irish eagerly joined up to defend the Union.

Know-Nothing Governor William T. Minor in
1855 sponsored a law dissolving six Connecticut
militia companies composed chiefly of Irishmen.
He wanted no "foreigners" in uniform! Republican
Governor William A. Buckingham had this law re
pealed in 1861 and soon began recruiting the first
all-Irish regiment, the ninth Connecticut volun
teers. Before the war ended, almost 8,000 Irish
soldiers clearly demonstrated they were first-class
American citizens.

A great many Germans, Protestant, Catholic,
and Jewish, gave their lives for the Union. As far
back as 1659, it was recorded that a few Jews
came as traders to Puritan Hartford, and by 1788
some were permanent residents. They were chiefly
Portuguese or Spanish Sephardic Jews. Not until
the 1840's when many Germans, including Jews,
sought refuge from persecution in their native
Germany, did a sufficient number of Jews live in
Hartford to be considered a separate and distinct
religious group. In 1842, Jews were granted com-

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Civil War Recruiting Poster
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Dedication of Civil War Memorial Arch in 1886

plete freedom of worship, a right accorded all
Christians in 1818, Five years later the first Jewish
congregation met in rented quarters on Market
Street, later moved to Wells Street, and then into
a former Baptist Church on Main Street. It was
renamed Touro Hall. Isaac Mayer, the first rabbi,

Society for Savings

Courtesy of the Hartford Public Library.

was for many years the drama critic on the Hart
ford Times!

WhenGideon Welles, Lincoln'sSecretary of the
Navy, returned to this city after eight years in
Washington, D.C., he observed, "Hartford itself
has greatly altered, I might say improved, for it
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has been beautified and adorned by many magnifi
cent buildings and the population has increased. A
new and different people seem to move in the
street. Few comparatively are known to me."

Mr. WeUesbrought back with him a Negro valet
to whom he was very devoted. He stipulated in his
will that the man should be buried next to him in

Cedar Hill Cemetery. Most prominent Hartford
citizens of this period, like Mrs. Samuel Colt, Mark
Twain and the John Hookers, had Negro butlers,
valets, coachmen, and lady's maids who lived on
or near their estates. Although warm personal
friendships developed between employers and em
ployees, the Negroes had the bitter experience of
seeing the children of white immigrants make great
progress in the economic, political, and social life
of the city, while their own, no matter how well
educated or motivated, continued to be restricted
mainly to menial tasks.

During the years following the Civil War, Hart
ford grew rapidly as an important center of mer
chandising as well as manufacturing, insurance,
and finance.

Like other German immigrants, the German
Jews arrived here with many marketable trades.
They began as peddlers, retail merchants, grocers,
tailors, watch-repairers,opticians, and then entered
numerous other vocations and professions. The
Jewish emphasis on education, hard work, a
closely-knit family life, and self-help clubs con
tributed greatly to their social stability and en
abled them to move ahead rapidly in the business
and political life of the city. However, like many
newcomers, they did experience a certain amount
of social discrimination in the community at large.

In the 1890's, eastern European Jews, escaping
poverty and persecution, began migrating in large
numbers from Russia, the Ukraine, Poland, Lithu
ania, Hungary, Romania, and Galicia. Among
them were expert furriers and cabinetmakers. By
1910 they outnumbered the German Jews in Hart
ford five to one. The fact that they were from dif
ferent nations, had slightly different customs, and
spoke different languages at first created social
cleavages. Separate synagogues and self-help clubs
were formed. Roman Catholics, Orthodox and
Protestant immigrants from different nations un
derwent the same experience. Each national group
initially wanted to build its own church in which
the priest or minister spoke the mother tongue,
preserved familiar customs, and celebrated an
cient native festivals. Unfortunately, as neighbor
hoods disintegrated, many of these charming old
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Gideon Welles Courtesy of the Hartford Public Library.

customs have been forgotten. Some, however, were
absorbed and enjoyed by the community-at-large,
such as the German custom of the Christmas tree
and Santa Claus. The original Puritans never
celebrated Christmas as we do today, since they
considered it a popish practice!

A unique group of immigrants to Hartford dur
ing the first quarter of the 20th century were the
Armenians. Driven from their own country by
successive waves of persecution by both Turks and
Russians, they settled in a small area back of the
State Library. The Armenians belonged to the
Gregorian Church, which is not Roman Catholic,
Orthodox nor Protestant. Too few in numbers and
too poor to build their own church, most attended
Center Congregational Church on Main Street.
Although they started out humbly, their strong
family and neighborhood cohesiveness and their
love of bookleaming enabled them to create a re
markably dynamic community. In time they
achieved a virtual monopoly of the rug business
and also produced a number of distinguished edu
cators and intellectual leaders.
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Although Leif Ericsson and his Vikings discov
ered the existence of the New World in the year
1000, large numbers of Scandinavians did not start
to settle in Hartford until the 1890's. Being Prot
estant and northern European, their only difference
from the original Yankees was one of language.
Like the Germans, they possessed either work skills
or habits that allowed them to enter very rapidly
into the main stream of the community. Young
Scandinavian women were in great demand as
houseworkers and cooks, and Danish and Swedish
bakeries delighted the palates of all Hartfordites.
Many men went into either woodworking or tool-
making; some into the dairy business. To this day,
people of Scandinavian ancestry dominate the con

i

Main Street circa 1870
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struction business. Numerous Scandinavians also
worked at Pratt and Whitney Machine Tool Com
pany, where they earned excellent wages. For
many years factory owners tended to hire people of
similar ethnic origins, possibly because they felt
that those who spoke a similar language would
work together more compatibly. Also employees
naturally introduced their friends and relatives to
their employers, which initially resulted in a con
centrationof particular nationalities in similar jobs.

As can be seen on the chart on page 60, a sig
nificant change in the national origins of new
comers to Hartford began to take place after 1885.
Unlike the earlier immigrants who came from the
British Isles or northern Europe, most of them

Courtesy of theConnecticut Historical Society.
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were eastern or southern Europeans or French
Canadians. Few were Protestants. For some it was
a shock to find that the streets of America were
not paved with gold, as they had been led to be
lieve in the old country. The real gold lay within
theu: own brave hearts and their willingness to
tackle any job with vim and vigor, always hopeful
that it would lead to something better.

When Colonel Samuel Colt wanted to lure
skilled German willow furniture makers to Hart
ford to work in his furniture factory in the 1850's,
he built them charming homes similar to those in
their native Potsdam. A few of these unique houses
still stand on the southern edge of Colt Park.

But the latter-day immigrants did not fare as
well. Crowded into downtown tenements within
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Coach to West Hartford Courtesyof the Connecticut Historical Society.

By the 1860'shorsecarswere a popular meansof mass transportation.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Years ago Sage-Allen &Co. was located on the corner of Main and Pratt Streets. Note the Society for Savings
in the background.

walking distance from the factories in which many
found employment, they labored long hours at
modest wages. Periodic floods and economic de
pressions added to their difficulties.

In the old days, the Park River flowed under
Main Street just north of Sheldon Street. The ten
ements there are now being razed, the river is hid
den beneath the new highway, and the Hartford
Public Library straddles the traffic that runs under
the Old Stone Bridge. Considered an engineering
marvel of its time, the bridge was constructed in
1834, the same year the Society for Savings built
its first home on Pratt Street.

Contrary to its name, Gold Street in the 1890's
was a filthy, unsavory alley scarcely 16 feet wide.
Naturally the proper parishioners of Center Con
gregational Church disapproved of their next door
neighbors. They were also distressed that the An
cient Burying Ground behind the church, in which
lay many ofHartford's founders, was going to rack
and ruin. Nobody, however, seemed able todoany
thingabout it. Finally a church member, Mrs. John
Marshall Holcombe, Sr., wife of the president of
the Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Company and
a regent of the D.A.R., was inspired by "the voice
of duty" to lead the fight to clean up and widen
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Brown Thomson Building

Originally called the Cheney Building, now part of
G. Fox & Company, this unique shopping emporium
was constructed in 1872. Most architects in Hartford
consider this building, designed by Henry Hobson
Richardson, to be the most important piece of archi
tecture in the city.

Gold Street and save the ancestral cemetery. In the
summer of 1896 she started her campaign with
such zeal and success that she became known as
"the Gold Street woman." At long last, on April
21, 1899, with considerable fanfare, the demoli
tion of the wretched old tenements commenced.
Colt's Band played the Doxology, speeches were
made by local ministers and politicians, and the as
sembled crowd sang in unison, "Praise God from
whom all blessings flow."

Meanwhile, numerous poor folk living in tene
ments in other parts of the city realized that edu
cation was for them the essential means ol escap
ing the slums, the first step being to master the
English language.

After the turn of the century the Italians out
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Temple Beth Israel

In 1875 Hartford's growing Jewish community pur
chased land on Charter Oak Avenue and laid the first
cornerstone for a Jewish temple or synagogue in the
state. Today Hartford has the largest Jewish commu
nity in Connecticut, the thirteenth largest in the na
tion. This building is now an Evangelical Church, the
Calvary Temple.

numbered all other immigants. Some, like the Pal-
lottis, Contis and D'Esopos, had settled here early
in the 1880's. As more of their countrymen began
arriving, they assisted the newcomers in many
ways. More often than not, a man's honest face
and his will to work were his only credit. Since few
were educated, they went to work, like the early
Irish, with picks and shovels. This time it was high
ways that needed to be built to accommodate the
automobile. Others started as bricklayers and
stonemasons. Italian names still dominate the
heavyconstruction business. Today, however, they
are employers owning huge earth moving equip
ment. In this "Land of Opportunity," an Italian
scissor grinder at one of the large insurance com
panies experienced the satisfaction of seeing his
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St. Lucia Festival Courtesy of the Immanuel Lutheran Church. Trolley Car Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

The old Swedish festival of St. Lucia is still celebrated
every December 13 in Lutheran churches. A lovely
young girl is chosen each year to impersonate St.
Lucia. She is shown here, crowned with a coronet of
candles, surrounded by her followers.

II

Old Stone Bridge and Park River near Sheldon Street

After 1888, the chief means of mass transportation
was the trolley car. This is a summer model. During
the winter a different type with enclosed sides, win
dows and doors was used.

TtT' •:

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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From a private collection.

Potsdam Village House in Colt Park

View from Charles Street
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Gold street in 1890

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Adult Night School Students

Italian Mother From a private collection.

Resembling a Raphael Madonna, this little mother
with her bouncing baby and young niece symbolizes
all young immigrant parents who came here deter
mined to make any sacrifice to insure for their chil
dren a better future in America.

Society for Savings

son become a junior executive in that same com
pany.

Most Italian women came here either as wives
or brides-to-be, since it was not their custom to
work outside the home. This was also true of the
Armenians and Jews. Women had a special status
as wives and mothers, while fathers earned the
family living. However, mothers frequently aug
mented the family income by taking in boarders,
especially from the homeland, or tending small
vegetable gardens. If the father happened to be a
tailor or shoemaker, his shop was apt to be at
tached to the home so that mother and children
could assist by waitmgon customers. Since mother
was always close to her cook stove, family meals
were hearty. As some became especially well-
known for their cuisine, small family restaurants
developed.

Before urban renewal, the area around Front
and Market Streets was known as Little Italy. Ac
tually a cross-section of nationalities lived there,
including Jews, Irish and a few Negroes. Nearby,'
along Sheldon and Governor Streets, were Poles
and Lithuanians; further south were Russians,
Ukrainians, Greeks, French, Scandinavians, and a
host of other folk from foreign lands. It was a pe
culiarity of the old ethnic neighborhoods in Hart
ford that although people from certain countries
predominated at certain periods of history, there
was always variety. This was fortunate because the
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Health Clinic

children learned tolerance from one another. In
time, they frequently intermarried.

The initial tendency of each new wave of immi
grants was to cling to their own kind. This gave
them psychological and economic support and
was also a very real source of political strength.
But as they became more secure, they moved to
better homes, newcomers constantly taking their
places. Parkville, Frog Hollow, the South End,
Barry Square, the East Side, Clay Hill, the North
End, have, in the past 150years, been in a stateof
steady but gradual flux. When the Democratic
Party asserted its dominance after the Great De
pression, it was firmly rooted in those old neigh
borhoods, since it championed the aspirations of
most of the residents.

Two Hartford attorneys have brought home
credit by serving as national chairmen of their re
spective parties: H. Meade Alcorn, Jr. for the Re
publicans and John M. Bailey for the Democrats.
Mr. Bailey is now a trustee of the Society for
Savings.

Because the buildings along Front and Market
Streets were completely demolished to make way
for Constitution Plaza, oldtimers look back with
nostalgia to the "golden age" when peddlers with
pushcarts lined the curbs hawking a glorious va
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Courtesy of Mitchell House.

riety of wares. Milk and vegetable vendors drove
their wagons along the streets late in the afternoons
selling left-over produce at half-price before re
turning to their farms. Feast Days, such as that of
our Lady of Mount Carmel or of John the Bap
tist, celebrated with much camaraderie, fireworks
and bonfires, were climaxed by a special Mass at
St. Anthony's Church. Little "Mom and Pop" res
taurants served delicious home-cooked foods from
many lands. Even the wealthiest Hartfordites from
"up on the hill" patronized stores specializing in
fancy fruits, breads, pastries, and other delicacies.
In the words of one old Front Street resident who
now lives in a comfortable suburban home: "You
could walk out on the street any hour of the day
and always meet friends. Now, scattered all over
the city, you have to call them up on the telephone
and make an appointment!"

A vast array of educational, health, and social
services were created after the middle of the 19th
century for the benefit of new immigrants. The
settlement house movement made an invaluable
contribution to the betterment of life in the city by
sponsoring club groups, health clinics, athletic
events, and other services within the poorest neigh
borhoods. Best known were the Union Settlement,
Mitchell House and the Good Will Club for Boys.
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Today, with the sudden massive growth of the
Negro and Puerto Rican population, there is a
renewed interest in this type of approach.

Self-help also continues to be of prime impor
tance. Every national group at one time had its
own club so that members could assist one another.
Pride in one's ancestry, as well as hope for a
better future, will always be essential to motivatmg
people to better themselves and their city. Even
when desperately poor, the Irish could hold their
heads high because they remembered the Irish
kings. The Italians had Christopher Columbus and
the achievements of the Romans; the Greeks could
point to the glories of ancient Greece. Each had
heroes or heroines, either from the old country or
as participants in the struggle for freedom in the
new world. Today the life of the total community
can be enriched by thiswonderful cultural variety.

Especially revered by people of Polish descent
are Casimir Pulaski and Tadeusz Kosciuszko who
served as generals with George Washington during
the Revolution. Pulaski gave his life fighting for
the American cause in 1779. The Pulaski Day
Parade is a colorful annual event. The festivities
include a high Mass at SS. Cyril and Methodius
Church and a reception and dinner at the Polish
National Home, both on Governor Street. The Po
lish were the last to leave Europe en masse for
the United States before World War I. After that,
immigration was legally restricted. Because Po
land was constantly being invaded, the Poles who
came here were divided at first among those who
stemmed from various parts of their native land,
periodically occupied by Germans, Russians and
Austrians. This weakened their effectiveness as a
national group. Good leadership from local Polish
priests, the building of their church, and finally, in
1930, the construction of the Polish National
Home were important unifying forces. Now that all
the old tenements have been torn down, few Poles
livein the old community. Howeverthe Polish Na
tional Home continues to be busy and fortunately
will survive urban renewal.

Many French-Canadians came to work in Hart
ford just before the Great Depression. In 1968
they completed this fine, new social center for peo
ple of French ancestry. Of all the older ethnic
groups, the French-Canadians are still the most
geographically cohesive, either living in the Park-
ville area or returning regularly as communicants
of St. Ann's Church and members of this club.
Two French heroes of the American Revolution,

I

Polish National Home

French Social Circle
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Front a private collection.

From a private collection.
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General Lafayette and the Count de Rochambeau,
are especially colorful participants in Hartford
history. In the old cemetery in West Hartford a
French and American flag flank a large boulder
placed there in memory of the young French sol
diers who died in Connecticut during the Revolu
tionary War.

This proud mother with her five sons who
served their country in World War II represents
every American mother who made a similar sacri
fice. At long last, regiments were no longer all-
Irish, all-German, all-Polish, all-Negro. Soldiers
fought simply as fellow U.S. servicemen. Most of
the returning veterans had little desire to go back
to their old neighborhoods. The comprehensive
G.I. Bill of Rights offering a whole gamut of edu
cational opportunities as well as guaranteed loans
for home mortgaging wasa great boon. More edu
cation qualified them for all kinds of better jobs,
and small down payment requirements enabled
them to purchase their own homes in the suburbs.

Although the day of mass migration from for
eign countries has forever passed, the movement
of people within the boundaries of this country is
stillhaving a major impact uponHartford. Almost
12% of the children in the public schools are now
Puerto Rican. Mostspeakonly Spanish, while their
parents are ill-prepared to find lucrative jobs in
our highly sophisticated economy. The majority at
present are employed in tobacco work, some in
factories.

Estimates show that between the years of 1950
and 1960 alone, over ten million Negroes moved
from the southern states into the North. Today
44Vi % of Hartford's school children are Negro.
Altogether, one out of every five Americans
changes his place of residence annually. However,
after the introduction of automated agricultural
equipment into the deep South, over half of the
country's Negro population not only had to leave
their old home, but had to change their entire way
of life from rural to urban in order to survive.
Compared to the influx of Europeans during the
past century and a half, this demographic revolu
tion isofstaggering proportions. StiU, much can be
learned from the lessons of history about practical
techniques ofhelping people tohelp themselves. At
one time or another, we or our ancestors were also
strangers in Hartford.

Our complex economy has created an unprece
dented need for talent as well as tolerance. The
technological revolution is forcing us, for our own

75

Courtesy oj the Honiss Collection.

Mother with Five Soldier Sons

Puerto Rican Day Parade Courtesy of the HartfordTimes.
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self-interest, to search for talent wherever it may
be found and to use it effectively. We must recog
nize that we can no longer afford to overlook or
waste talent simply because of an individual's skin
pigmentation, national origin, sex, social position,
or religious affiliation. Of the many fantastic devel
opments that have taken place during the past 150
years, this recognition ultimately may be the most
profound.

m

All Saints Russian Orthodox Church
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From a private collection.

The architecture of this Byzantine Church and itsColonial parish house clearly expresses the desire of
all modern Connecticut Yankees to preserve the best of their old world cultures while accepting and ab
sorbing that of the first colonists. The strength of Greater Hartford now lies in the rich diversity of its
cultural heritage. Few American cities can boast such a remarkably peaceful and prosperous assimilation
of peoples. The challenge aheadis to maintain and improve this record.



Since the founding of the Society for Savings,
great stress has been laid upon the need for friendly
relationships between the Bank and its depositors.
Historically, most of the depositors, whether from
foreign lands or rural districts of this country,
feared and distrusted all banks. They often con
sidered bed mattresses or hollow places under
loose floorboards the safest hiding places for their
valuables. Only after having money stolen, would
some folk make the momentous decision to use a
bank.

Thus, from the very beginning, the Society
trained its tellers to be especially helpful and tact
ful. To the people who march up to the teller's
window, the teller really is the Bank. No matter
how reliable or honorable the officers and trustees
may be, a rude teller can, in a moment, entirely
ruin the confidence of a depositor. The big fire
place in the Society's main lobby adds greatly to
the informal atmosphere. For many years, before
the chimney was closed, a cheery wood fire burned
there. Thursday afternoons in the dd^^ys_^re

.especially plea^aniy~Since 'Thufsday was "maid's A
day off," domestic workers from "up on the hill" \
congregated in the Bank. Having no expenses for
room and board, these women, many of them from
foreign countries, frequently deposited their entire'
weekly wages,.Howeverfquite as important as the
practice of(thrift)was tne pleasure derived from
chatting together in front of the blazing hearthy

Cordial friendships often developed between
savers and tellers. On holidays depositors would
bring along little gifts of candy, flowers or special
delicacies. A Chinese laundryman, Yip Mow, who
handwashed many of the young tellers' shirts, used
to bring them lychee nuts and tea. Since hand-
/ashed shirts lasted much longer than those done

by comlTTefdal laundries, with Yip Mow and the
f l£llers(thrif^as atwo >^X5nterpris£l_X~-—
^ Eve^TDOW and IherT a slight slip-up in good

manners occurred. On one occasion a brash new
tdler inquired of an elderly Irishwoman, "Well,

The Bank Is the Teller

Courtesy of the Honiss Collection,

Mrs. Horan, and how's the old bog-trotter today?"
Mrs. Horan was not one to be intimidated. Re
sponding to the teller's impudent remark, she
raised her cane, poked it through the bars of
the teller's cage, and banged it vigorously on the
counter. "Young man," she roared fiercely, "it's
the likes of me that gives the likes of you a job!"

For many years the Society had only male em-
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ployees. But just before World War I the daring
step was finally taken to employ a female. Cath
erine Sheedy, a charming, rather buxom girl, be
came secretary to Sidney Crofut, the assistant treas
urer. At that time the Bank had 20 employees, 19
men and Miss Sheedy. The presence of this young
woman created all sorts of new problems. Where
could she keep her valuables? Mr. Crofut bou^t
her a metal locker and placed it by her desk. Then
there was the problem of the washroom. She cer
tainly could not share that with the men. So the
Bank's treasurer, A. Elisha Hart, offered her his
own private lavatory. Another crisis was the annual
May outing held in a cabin on the Farmington
River. Could a proper young lady attend alone
with a group of men? Obviously not! In order to
insure adequate chaperonage, the Bank manage
ment also invited Miss Sheedy's sister and brother-
in-law.

In 1918 four other women joined the Bank's
staff, including Jane Clark who remained on the
job for 21 years. However, the first woman teller,
Ann Ryder, did not go "on the counter" until
World War II. Today all of the Society's tellers are

women, with the exception of special trainees and
summer helpers! Of the Bank's 325 employees 221
are women, 5 of them officers. The past half cen
tury has been a period of real revolution in the
status of women at the Society for Savings as well
as in the worldat large.

A difficult assignment for tellers, both now and
in the past, has been that of teaching depositors to
use checks instead of cash, especially when large
amounts of money are withdrawn. Too often de
positors become suspicious when asked to take a
check, thinking that it is not realmoney. The com-
nion complaint is, "I don't want a check, I want
nice, big bills!" Of course, the Bank's purpose is
to protect depositors from robbery or fraud.

Years ago a nice old shoemaker made the mis
take of withdrawing almost all of his hard-earned
savings and insisting upon cash. Some flim-flam
artists then played the old "envelope game" on
him. They claimed they had found thousands of
dollars lying in the street and would be willing
to share their luck if he would show his good faith
by giving them just a few hundred dollars in cash.
When he met with them to "share" the money, the
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thieves took the old man's savings and gave him a
large, sealed envelope filled with worthless paper.
Before the shoemaker discovered the fraud, the
thieves had run away. Thoroughly distracted, the
victim returned to the Bank for help. But his les
son had been learned too late. As in the beginning,
the "snares of the vicious" unfortunately continue
to be a threat from generation to generation. Sadly,
most of those bilked are lonely, elderly folk.

The opposite extreme in the old days was the
phenomenon of the "warm passbook." Frequently
passbooks handed to tellers would still be quite
warm from body heat, having been carried close
to the depositor's personin one manneror another.
Some were snatched swiftly from the bosoms of
dresses or tops of stockings, others out from under
petticoats where they had been secreted in special
"bank bags." Obviously these passbooks were very
dear, and often very near, to the depositors' hearts
because they were, in fact, passbooks to a brighter
future for the thrifty savers or their children.

The Society today has three major savings pro
grams: the regularsavings account, the investment
savings account, and investment certificates of de
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posit. TheBankalso sponsors school, vacation and
Christmas savings plans.

Historically, the Society for Savings has pro
vided its staff with a fine fringe benefit program.
Individual improvements have been made over the
years, but on April 1, 1968 a completely revised
program was put into effect. The Society for Sav
ings now provides its staff with a generous non-
contributory pension plan, fully pays for major
medical protection, shares basic hospitalization
costs,providesa basic group lifeprotectionwithout
cost with the opportunity for additional coverage
at a minimum premiumrate, and offers the staffthe
opportunity to share in a thrift plan to which the
Bank adds 25% of each employee's contribution.

Salaries at the Society for Savings are kept
equitable through the recent adoption of a job
evaluation and salary administration plan devised
with the assistance of a consulting firm. The So
ciety grants each employee an earned day off for
each thirteen weeks of perfect attendance, and
gives as a birthday present a free day off each year.
These all add up to the extra somethingthat makes
working at Society both pleasant and rewarding.



Many adult depositors fondly remember the So
ciety for Savings as the "School Bank" of their
youthj(ln 1906 the Society's first School Savmgs

' Program was started by Arthur Deerin Call, prin
cipal of the Henry Barnard School. Mr. Cdl, a
true New Englander, believed firmly in the basic
virtue of thrift as well as education. When his pu
pils strolled into the schoolyard laden with penny
candy, his Yankee heart was sorely distressed. He
felt they should not be wasting their petty cash on
unwholesome sweets, but saving it for worthwhile
future needs. Deciding that education in thrift was
part of the duty of a good public school, he in
structed his teachers to collect deposits from their
pupils every Tuesday. This money he personally
carried to the Society for Saving^and deposited in
a fund known as the Second North District Ac
count. A few years later, individual accounts were
opened from this fund, the pupils being credited
with the amount they had saved and given a reg
ular passbook.

In 1922 the Society formally organized a School
Savings Department. Forty-seven years later, 107
schools participate in this program. These schools
are located in Hartford, West Hartford, Newing-
ton, Bloomfield, Wethersfield, Windsor, Enfield
and Rocky Hill. Collections are made from both
elementary and high schools, public, private, and
parochial. Present deposits (12/5/68) amount to
$2,249,851, with more than 46,851 students en
rolled in the system. Over the years, the Society has
constantly sought new methods of streamlining its
operations and procedures. The collection of de
posit envelopes brought to the school by the stu
dents and the return of bankbooks after deposits
have been processed by the Bank now take less
than ten minutes per week of a teacher's time.

School banking is actually a further development
ofone ofthe Society's original purposes. Thefrugal
Yankees who established the Bank 150 years ago
certainly believed in teaching the young sensible

As the Twig Is Bent

and regular habitsof thrift. "As the twig is bent, so
grows the tree" was always a popular New Eng
land adage. Another, "Three generations from
shirtsleeves to shirtsleeves," prompted even the
wealthiest Hartfordites to caution their children
about thedangers ofsloppy or showy extravagance.
The very first day the Bank opened, Elisha Colt
started an account for his son, Elisha, Jr., as did a
number of the Society's founders.

The story of George Beach, Jr.'s account is an
outstandmg example, not of conscientious thrift,
butof thevalue ofsaving small sums at compound
interest. Son of one of the original petitioners,
George, Jr. was issued Passbook No. 28. He de
posited $3.00. In 1821 he added to this $2.73.
Two years later he made two deposits of $1.00
each. In 1824, $4.00 more were credited to his
account. All in all in 5 years, George, Jr. managed
to save $11.73. However, the important thing is
that George, Jr. and his heirs had the great good
sense never to withdraw any of this money. From
generation to generation the account stayed open.
Year after year the interest regularly accumulated.
A 100 years later, in 1919, Passbook No. 28
showed a balance of$1,188.15! Today the account
is still active and still in the name of a member of
the Beachfamily.

Dr. Thomas Hopkms Gallaudet, founder of the
School for the Deaf, held Passbook No. 10. On
numerous occasions he brought his pupils into the
Bank to open accounts. Like Mr. Call of the Henry
Barnard School, he believed that teaching thrift was
the proper duty of a dedicated educator.

One early depositor who certamly learned well
his childhood lessons in the sagacious management
of money was J. P. Morgan, anative of this city. In
1837 his father, Junius Spencer Morgan, opened
account No. 6835 for his infant son, John Pierpont,
later to be world renowned as "Morgan the Mag
nificent," the most important financier of his time
in the United States. The Bank's intriguing ledgers,
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Miss Alice H. Harder and school children

In March of 1953 the weekly collection of the pu
pils of the Barnard-Brown School brought the total
School Savings Deposits up over the first million dol
lar mark. This event was particularly significant be
cause the original idea of school savings wasadvanced
bytheprincipal of the Henry Barnard School, now the
Barnard-Brown. Miss Alice H. Harder, in charge of
the program, is shown here with the school children.

listing depositors over the last 150 years, contain
numerous names of the rich and powerful as well
as the humble and ambitious who have grown up
to make their mark not only in Hartford but
throughout the nation.

Old Bank Ledger
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During the period followingthe Civil War, which
Mark Twain and his Nook Farm neighbor scath
ingly called the "gilded age," the people of Hart
ford began to shed many of their old Puritan inhibi
tions and prejudices. The work day, reduced from
12 to 10 hours, left some leisure time to even the
poorest citizens. Sports and entertainment became
acceptable activities. Sports and the arts were also
excellent avenues to fame and fortune for the off
spring of newcomers who had not yet been wel
comed into the social or economic ranks of the
more established citizens. Talent, after all, is not
limited to any ethnic group or nationality.

The excursion steamer Sunshine took many pas
sengers up and down the river, and even across
Long Island Sound. Swimming in the river was also
popular before the water became too polluted by
the towns and industries along its banks.

For years the Hartford Yacht Club welcomed
river craft at its dock on the west bank. Sailboat
racing was a favorite sport. Today only a few old
pilings and bulkheads remain. Protective dikes
block out springtime floods, but also limit the use
of the river as a source of recreation and enjoy
ment. In the 1930's the Yacht Club itself moved

across the river to East Hartford.

Charter Oak Park, now the site of Pratt and
Whitney Machine Tool Company and Chandler-
Evans Division of Colt Industries, used to draw
thousands of people to its fairs, carnivals, trotting
and automobile races until the Great Depression.

Here, in 1906, Eddie Ball demonstrated his
Columbia Racing Car and William Cody, other
wise known as Buffalo Bill, gave his famous Wild
West Shows.

Back in 1876 Hartford made sports history
when Morgan G. Bulkeley became one of the
founders and the first president of the National
Baseball League. Mr. Bulkeley, president of the
i€tna Life and Casualty Company, was later
elected governor and U.S. Senator.

Fun and Frolic

Courtesy of the Mark Twain Memorial.

Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner, co-authors
of the novel The Gilded Age.

The Sunshine Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Charter Oak Park Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.
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Eddie Ball at Charter Oak Park
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Buffalo Bill and his Hartford Dentist
Courtesy of the HonissCollection.
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Courtesyof the Honiss Collection.

Hartford Yacht Club
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Hartford Baseball Team
Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.
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Bicycles on Main Street Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

Bicycling became apopular sport for young men in the 1880's. The first two-wheel cycle in this country
was Albert Popes Columbia," manufactured right here in Hartford. Parades like this in 1885 of the
Connecticut Bicycle Club showed how "easy" it was to pedal those enormous front wheels.

Working Men's Exchange Courtesy ofthe y.m.c.a.

During the Gay Nineties the Y.M.C.A. at
tracted sports-loving young men. Basketball made
Its local debut at the "Y."

Here office clerks and factory workers could
spend leisure time playing cards, not for money, in
wholesome Christian surroundings. When it came
to Christian living, however, the ladies were ahead
of the men. They built the first Y.W.C.A. dormi
tory in the United States on Church Street in 1867.
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The Champion Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

A local bicycle hero was A. W. "Lennie" War
ren who defeated Arthur Zimmerman, world cham
pion.

Old Y.M.C.A.

V
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Billy Rhodes Courtesy ofthe Honiss Collection.

By 1890 the safetybicycle was in vogue.

Courtesy of the Y.M.C.A.
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In Puritan days, the drama was taboo. Not until
1794 was a theater built in this city, the street on
which it stood being known as Theater Street. To
avoid criticism, the actors were careful to empha
size how "morally uplifting" and "educational"
were the messages of their plays. The city fathers,
however, thought otherwise, darkened the stage
and turned the building into a Sunday School.
Theater Street became Temple Street, and the state
legislature banned all dramatic productions in Con
necticut for the next half century.

In 1853, after local option was allowed, a fam
ily named Wyatt started a Dramatic Lyceum. Or
chestra seats sold for 37V^ cents each, while seats
in the "family circle" were a real bargain at 25
cents apiece. Mr. Wyatt's enterprise failed. Roberts
Opera House, however, opened on Main Street in
1869, and was a resounding success for many
years.

Real drama lovers had to wait until almost

the turn of the century for a truly glamorous and
commodious theater. In 1896, Parsons Theater was
built on the corner of Central Row and Prospect
Street. Here, for nearly 50 years, came the best
New York shows and outstanding actors and ac
tresses. When redevelopment of the downtown area
began in the 1950's, Parsons fell before the wreck
er's ball.

Hartford-born William Gillette, son of Senator
Francis Gillette, made a great success in the the
atrical world. In his later years, he built Gillette's
Castle at Hadlyme on the Connecticut River. It
is now a State Park.

Hartfordite Sophie Tucker won fame in show
business as a songstress and "Red-Hot Mama."

In 1962 Ed Begley of Hartford received the
much coveted "Oscar" for his performance in the
movie Sweet Bird of Youth.

Parsons Theater
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Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

William Gillette and Arthur Byron

Ed Begley
Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

Sophie Tucker
Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.
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Courtesy of R.K.O. Radio Pictures, Inc.

Hartford's Marietta Canty made many films in Hollywood during the '40's and '50's, including one
with Lupe Velez in the comedy "Mexican Spitfire's Blessed Event."

In the Roaring Twenties Hartford had almost
everything in sports: horseracing, baseball, tennis,
golf, track, polo, football and, perhaps most excit
ing of all, boxing. Hartford families produced
many first-rate scrappers. Three became world
champions: "Bat" Battalino, Willie Pep and "Kid"
Kaplan.

'Bat" Battalino Courtesy of the Honiss Collection.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Gentler forms of recreation were the maypoles in
Keney Park. This picture was taken in 1916.



150th Anniversary

From a private collection.

Katharine Hepburn, wearing the latest thing in
bathing suits, at age 10 scarcely seemed to be Ae
kind of girl who would grow up to become awond-
famous movie star and capture two "Oscars. Her
great vitality and enthusiasm have made her one
of the most durable personalities in the
world. Other Hartford stage, screen and l.v.
celebrities are Otis Skinner, Tom Tryon, i e
Kellin, Gary Merrill, as well as a host of younger
players just beginning to make their mark.
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Courtesy of the Hartford Public Library.

By the time of the first World War, movies pro
vided new forms of entertainment. One of Hart
ford's best downtown theaters was Fox-Poli which
featured stage as well as screen shows. Next door
(left) stood Besse's Ice Cream Parlor. Whenever
Hartford families wanted the very best dessert for
Sundaydinner or a party, they would order Besse's
ice cream delicacies delivered to their homes in
salt-packed containers.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

In the winter, the hill just north of the State
Capitol is considered a fine place for sledding to
dayas in 1909.
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Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

The Rev. Dr. Horace Bushnell

Horace Bushnell pioneered the idea of public
parks in the growing city of Hartford. Bushnell
Park was named for him in 1876.

Society for Savings

n

From a private collection.

The Rev. Mr. Francis Goodwin

Patrician Francis Goodwin, first cousin to J. P.
Morgan, made "more parks for Hartford" his
personal mission. After becoming chairman of
the City's park commission in 1890, he worked
with tireless zeal and skill to build a ring ofparks
around the city. In little more than a decade he
brought about the creation of almost all the parks
in Hartford that today contribute so much to rec
reation for all citizens. His son, Charles Goodwin,
was the chief protagonist for the Metropolitan
District Commission during the first half of the
20th century. Mr. Goodwin's concept of regional
cooperation to create an adequate water supply
for all cities and towns in the metropolitan area
introduced the whole idea of regional government
—still an issue ofconsiderable controversy.
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Population Chart

Date Hartford W. Hartford E. Hartford Windsor Wethersfield Enfield Avon Simsbury

1820 6,901 — ' 3,373 3,008 3,825 2,065 —
1,954

1830 9,789 — 2,237 3,220 3,853 2,129 1,025 2,221

1840 12,793 — 2,389 2,283 3,824 2,648 1,001 1,895

1850 13,555 — 2,497 3,294 2,523 4,460 995 2,737

1860 29,152 1,296 2,951 3,865 2,705 4,997 1,059 2,410

1870 37,743 1,533 3,007 2,783 2,693 6,322 987 2,051

1880 42,551 1,828 3,500 3,052 2,173 6,755 1,057 1,830

1890 53,230 1,930 4,455 2,954 2,271 7,199 1,182 1,874

1900 79,850 3,186 6,406 3,614 2,637 6,699 1,302 2,094

1910 98,915 4,808 8,138 4,178 3,148 9,719 1,377 2,537

1920 138,036 8,854 11,648 5,620 4,342 11,719 1,534 2,958

1930 164,072 24,941 17,125 8,290 7,512 13,404 1,738 3,625

1940 166,267 33,776 18,615 10,065 9,644 13,561 2,258 3,941

1950 177,397 44,402 19,933 11,833 12,533 15,464 3,171 4,822

1960 162,178 62,382 43,977 19,467 20,561 31,464 5,273 10,138

1968 162,800 74,900 53,000 22,800 25,900 42,100 8,300 16,300

1820 — Hartford, 6,901 7 Towns, 14,225

1870 — Hartford, 37,743 7 Towns, 19,376

1920 — Hartford, 138,036 7 Towns, 45,675

1960 — Hartford, 162,178 7 Towns, 195,262

(est.) 1968 — Hartford, 162,800 7 Towns, 243,300

Figures taken from Conneeticut State Register and Manual



West Hartford Branch Office, opened in 1947

-.yiUs ^

MW ;'5

rm w~r^^Y 'I

ft
RMAC ''

A,..

•...J|p,;j|l^

Barry Square Branch Office, 1951

"T/J-,

East Hartford Branch Office, 1952

V^.rM

Bishops Corner Branch Office, 1957

Northwest Branch Office, 1953

Enfield Branch Office, 1959
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The Societyfor Savings was the first mutual sav
ings bank in Connecticut to establish a branch
bank. The year was 1947, the place West Hart
ford, the manager Hans C. Christensen, and the
event of special significance. Great numbers of
people were on the move out of Hartford into the
suburbs. From 1860 to 1940 the town of West
Hartford had grown from a population of 1,296
to 33,776, larger than the City of Hartford itself
had been in the 1860's. The trustees of the Bank,
therefore, very sensibly decided that the Society
must reach out to its depositors, suiting itself to
their convenience as it always had in the past.

A special attraction in the new Branch Bank
was a large wall decoration created from aerial
photographs of the town. With the aid of the City
Directory, each individual home on the map was
marked with its street number. Homeowners were
then invited to visit the Bank and seek out their
own "castles." The townsfolk responded with en
thusiasm, examining the huge, photographic mural
in great detail, obviously enjoying the game of dis
covering exactly where they lived . . . and, per
haps, a bit more about themselves as unique in
dividuals in a mass society. .

One customer took much delight in pointing out
Fairview Cemetery. "That's where my mother and
father are buried," he remarked to a friend with
evident pride and satisfaction, "and I'll be planted
there someday!"

In the two decades since 1947, many branch
offices of the Society have been established. To
day there are 13, three in Hartford, 10 in suburban
towns, and more are being planned. When Charles
J. Lyon retired from the presidency of the Society
in 1967, the trustees presented him with a set of
charming etchings of the Bank's branch offices
done by the artist Richard Welling. The existence
of these offices indicates that the Society realizes
that a new Hartford is being born . . . Greater
Hartford, a complex metropolis of well over 500,-
000 inhabitants and still growing in all directions
around the core city.

The Society Branches Out

Constitution Plaza Branch Office, 1963

HIS

Windsor Branch Office, 1964
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Silver Lane Branch Office, 1965

Society

Avon Branch Office, 1967



The Bank with Your Future in Mind

In the words of an old Japanese proverb, "We
enter the future through the gateway of the past."

Hartford's eventful past now presages an even
more remarkable future. The Society for Savings,
celebrating 150 years of service, will continue to
play a key community role in the years ahead just
as it has in days gone by. During the Bank's long
lifetime, accelerating technological change has cre
ated a brand new world. The Society has taken
the new technology in its stride. In 1962 this ven
erable Bank set the pace in the financial world by
becoming first in New England to install a "push
button" electronics banking system.

Here are the Society's former Vice President Charles
W. Hudson and former President Charles J. Lyon ex
amining a spool of Telefile tape used to store infor
mation on customers' accounts.

One second to a second and a half is all the time this
teller needs to post a customer's savings deposit or
withdrawal and automatically compute interest. In the
past it took two to four years to train a teller. Today,
onlyone to threemonths are required to traina young
woman to work on the counter.

ReubenLangdon, treasurer of the Society from 1829-
48, would certainly have been amazed by modern
banking methods. He is shown at his desk, still pre
served in the Society's Main Office, carefully keeping
the Society's books.
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Another amazing feature of the Society's electronic
banking system is this monitoring console. At the turn
ofa key, the day's deposit and withdrawal totals as of
that exact moment are instantly visible.

The Bank's Telefile Computer Center, located
in its own quarters above the West Hartford
Branch Office on Farmington Avenue, provides
tellers at all offices with immediate access to the
information stored on magnetic drums and tapes.
Besides deposit and withdrawal transactions, the
system processes mortgage accounting, interest
calculations and management reports.

Since going "on-line" with this computer in
stallation in 1962, the Society's growth has far
exceeded projections made at that time. In August
1968, after eighteen months of exhaustive study of
several systems, the Bank's Trustees decided that
Honeywell, Inc., could best provide the electronic
equipment needed to properly meet the Society's
future requirements. Its powerful Model H-1250
computer has the capacity to expand far beyond
present and proposed operations. By the addition
of remote devices, storage, and controls, the So
ciety will have the capacity to develop its services
as the need arises. The modularity of the system
design affords the ability to add equipment that
exactly reflect increased requirements. Installation
of this "third generation" giant with its associated
peripherals and teller terminals will begin some
time in the springof 1969.

In the Society's 149th Annual Report, President
Benjamin P. Terry announced that total deposits
showed a net annual gain ofover fifty million dol
lars. This increase in deposits exceeded any prior
year by 24.6%. Today deposits are well over a
half-billion dollars. Net operating earnings also
reached a new high of$3,243,861. Expenses, how
ever, including taxes, touched a new low for the
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post-World War IIera. Despite the Society's sound
fiscal condition, there are clouds on the financial
horizon for all banks. Inflation, crises in the cities,
international problems—all cast their shadows on
even the most optimistic annual report.

Over a quarter ofa million people share owner
ship in this Bank. In 1969, as much so as in 1819,
the Society is dedicated to the needs of people. A
statement unanimously adopted by the Savings
Bank Association of Connecticut on October 6,
1964 not only reaffirms the original purposes of
mutual savings banks but recognizes the new finan
cial needs ofpeople in the dynamic 20th century.

"Our sphere of service should be to promote
thrift and to meet the savings and financial needs
of individuals (as distinct from corporations) as
they from time to time may exist, and to provide
for individuals and their families all the services
appropriate thereto."

In the old days, savings accounts and home
mortgages were the Society's chief business, '^e
great objective in the past was to protect working
menand women fromthe common hazards of pov
erty, old age and illness. Today, people's financial
requirements are much more complex. Each in
dividual goes through his own cycle of financial
development. He may need toborrow for a higher
education, to buy a car to commute to work, to
purchase tools if he is self-employed, to equip an
office if he is a professional, or to mortgage a
home. He may wish to buy mutual fund shares or
an annuity. Also, as in the past, he may simply wish
to save for a rainy day or for a down payment^Q^
a home. "Thrift" has taken on many new dimen
sions since 1819!

The public now demands comprehensive pack
ages of financial services—services that have cus
tomarily and legally been the exclusive prerogatives
of other special financial institutions: commercial
banks, insurance companies, creditunions, or sav
ings and loan associations. Other financial institu
tions, broadening their spheres of activity, are
becoming involved in functions traditionally re
served for savings banks alone. Thus, it is no won
der that the Savings Bank Association of Connect
icut also resolved in 1964 that they should have
"... equal power and rights as the competitors in
our field." In the years ahead, mutual savings
banks must be empowered to diversify their se^-
ices and investments to compete realistically with
others in the radically new world of modem fi
nance. This will require changes in legal regula
tions, both state and national, and an updating of
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bank policies. Such changes are vital to the con
tinued usefulness of all of Connecticut's 69 savings
banks.

One new development is the Bank's program
of investingin the ownership of real estate, thanks
to a recent Connecticut law. Under this program,
the Society purchases land and leases it to a de
veloper for a period of years. When the lease
terminates, the land with all its improvements re
verts to the Bank. The Society recently took the
lead in organizing a new mutual fund under Con
necticut statutes to permit it and other savings
banks within the state to own industrial common
stocks. Sofar, noConnecticut mutual savings bank
has been allowed to offer mutual fund shares to the
public, although this practice is permitted in many
other states.

A reaffirmation of the Society's fundamental
purpose of helping people to help themselves is
vividly demonstrated in the Bank's participation
in a pioneering project, "Housing Now." One of
the most critical aspects of today's "crisis of the
cities" is the abysmal lack of decent housing for
large families from poverty areas. Usually handi
capped by a poorcreditrating, they find it particu
larly difficult to secure regular mortgages. These
days, as in the past, one of a family's prime aims
in life is to own a home. Home ownership signifies
stability and respectability, and gives a family a
visible stake in the prosperity and future of the
total community. True to its traditions, the Society,
early in 1968, became the catalyst in a novel pro
gram administered by "HousingNow, Inc.," a non
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profit organization formed by the Greater Hartford
Council of Churches and the Urban League of
Greater Hartford. By no means a "give-away,"
each applicant for a loan must be able to afford
home ownership, to supply part of the down pay
ment, to have steady work habits, a stable home
life, andfour or more children. Byearmarking one
million dollars in F.H.A. insured mortgage funds
for the project and waiving its usual origination
fees so as to reduce borrowing costs, the Bank
stimulated the Hartford Foundation for Public
Giving to contribute $45,000 as a revolving fund
to supplement down payments. A number of local
businesses then found the Society's example worthy
of emulation, since the problems of the disadvan-
taged were obviously not being solved. Two local
commercial banks offered to contribute valuable
services. Six insurance companies and another
savings bank committed three million dollars
more to the fund. To date more than 70 fami
lies have been able to purchase their own homes
through Housing Now, Inc. Thirty-five addi
tional families have been approved. Over 117
are on the waiting list. Approximately 83% are
from minority groups, Negro and Puerto Rican,
and 17% are white.

Another community service activity of the Bank,
conducted in conjunction with theCommunity Re
newal Team and the City of Hartford's Depart
ment of Social Services, is that of providing sum
mer work-training jobs for young people of high
school age from disadvantaged neighborhoods.
The trainees work mornings at the Bank in various
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departments and are available afternoons for spe
cial training and recreation under the auspices of
the Hartford Board of Education.

On a lighter note, during the Christmas season,
at its main office, the Bank has sponsored a noon
time program of Christmas carols presented by
singers and musicians from the Julius Hartt School
of Music. One day a middle-aged woman walked
intothelobby, sat down and listened quiedy for an
hour. Then she asked an employee if she might
have half a dozen copies of the sheets that listed
the carols being presented. She apologized for re
questing so many copies and explained: "I really
want to send them to some people in England so
they'll know we think of something more than just
the American dollar."

Basic, however, to the Society's potential for
community service has been the historic soundness
of the American dollar. Equally important, from
the viewpoint of both Hartford and the Bank s
passbook holders, has been the Society's success
in building deposits and making investments. A

glance at Appendix IV reveals that despite wars
and depressions, deposits increased every decade.
The 250,000 accounts for which they are responsi
ble attest to the reputation of the Bank's devoted
officers and trustees, past and present, for business
acumen and personal integrity.

With good reason, therefore, the Society, on its
150th birthday, looks back with satisfaction and
pride on its unbroken record of fiscal progress.
This is not the "haughty pride" that Aunt Lucinda
of Simsbury guarded herself against when she be
came one of its earliest depositors. In 1969 having
money in the Bank counts just as much as it did
years ago. Yet, just as valid today is how that
money can best be put to work for the good of all.
Not content with relying on the strength of its fiscal
sinews, the Bank faces the future with an open
mind, a warm heart, and confidence. The Society
will not only continue those tried and true services
for savers and borrowers that have survived 150
years, but will also devise new ones to cope with
the problems and challenges of the Space Age.
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APPENDIX IV

How the Society for Savings Invests Its Money

Approximate %
of Assets

15.0%
22.0%
30.0%
12.0%

1. Loan Investments

F.H.A. &V.A. Mortgage Loans (Insured &Guaranteed)
Conventional-Residential Mortgage Loans
Commercial Mortgage Loans (apartments, shopping centers, land)
All other loans

2. Non-Loan Investments

United States Government Bonds
State Bonds
Corporate Bonds
Common Stocks

All Others
Cash

79.0%

4.1%

.1%
7.5%
6.0%
2.6%

.7%

21.0%

100%

1819

1829
1839

1849
1859

1869
1879
1889
1899

1909

1919

1929

1939
1949

1959

1968

1969

Interest

Rate

5%

5%
51/2%
6%

6%
6%
4%
4%
4%
4%

4%
m%
21/2%
2%
31/2%

4>/2%-5%
5%

APPENDIX V

Number of
Accounts

Not Available

18,700
23,800
23,375
32,900
45,575
65,450
72,449

110,167
159,425
135,046
191,979
248,687

$

Amount of
Deposits

4,277.
175,190
536,643.

1,369,477.
3,400,172,
5,840,172,
7,788,140,

12,370,920,
19,377,731,
32,111,409,
42,452,947,
55,466,342
73,184,767

128,851,243
254,660,486
499,685,073

00

,00 (est.)
00

00

00

00

,00

,00

,00

00

,00

,00

,00

,00

.00

.00
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